
The REDI Region 
has the people, service 

companies, and infrastructure 
to support the Energy industry.
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$2-9
Billion in 

proven oil 
and gas 
reserves

$90.5
Billion in 
estimated 
oil and gas 
reserves

CONNECTING TO MARKETS
Alberta leads the nation in oil and gas production. 

While current conditions across the province are 

rebuilding due to unprecedented challenges that 

the industry has been facing,  the REDI Region 

is in a perfect position to increase production,  

direct and indirect development, and value-added 

opportunities. The current network of 393,000 km 

of pipelines, running from Norman Wells, NWT, 

Our 
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ENERGY SNAPSHOT
incredible!

A resilient industry with a strong foundation. Energy development has helped the REDI 

Region and all our communities grow, develop and prosper since the 1960s.  Many of our energy families 

have multi-generational ties to the Northwest area and to the industry, offering a wealth of experience and 

strong work ethic.  Our Energy industry, as in other areas of the province, has always been a good fit with our farming families, 

as many have worked in the oilfields during the winters to sustain their on-farm success.  The REDI communities of Zama City, 

Rainbow Lake and High Level are directly linked and reliant on the Energy industry for their growth. The rest of the Region has 

enjoyed indirect benefits.  Our challenges of slightly higher production and transportation costs are balanced by our community 

social license, crown land vs. private landholdings and the wealth of experience and strong work ethic that our workforce is able 

to bring to the job site every day.

Global use of fossil fuels is projected to 
continue for decades.  The Region’s vast oil 
and gas reserves are available, and 
our communities and energy 
families are poised for a strong 
economic renewal in the 
Northwest.

Oil and gas activity 
in the REDI Region is 

currently centered on 
the extensive oil fields 

in the Rainbow Lake 
and Zama City areas.



Global energy needs continue to grow.  

Worldwide consumption has increased by 20 

million barrels per day since 1998.  Canada 

produced 5.2 million barrels of oil per day in 

2018, of which 81.8% originated in Alberta, 

where production has doubled in the last 

decade.  In the REDI Region, the resources, 

infrastructure, and trained workers are in 

place for future oil and gas development.

New opportunities for energy solutions 

are possible using infrastructure and wells 

that are shut-in or slated for abandonment.  

These opportunities include power 

generation, lithium production and 

carbon capture. A 2019 study by REDI, 

Mackenzie County, and Lionstooth 

Energy outlines the need for reliable and 

less expensive electricity delivery costs, 

which are projected to increase over the 

next decade.  The report describes how 

natural gas from existing gathering lines 

could be directed to turbines (known 

as Distributed Generation) to create 

electricity.  These smaller systems 

could generate 5MW of power, enough 

to supply many households (each using 

an average of 0.15 MW) or a commercial 

or industrial enterprise such as a 

greenhouse or Data Centre.  

Lithium production – Brine lithium is an 

emerging trend in Alberta using existing 

energy infrastructure. The REDI region 

has numerous opportunities for this 

type of lithium mining. 

The oil and gas industry has 
strong roots in the REDI Region 
and is evolving to accommodate 
market changes.

An ancient resource brings a modern quality of life.

through Zama city, to Rainbow Lake, Paddle 

Prarie and on to facilities further south 

is the only access point to NWT energy at 

this time. This pipeline, in addition to road 

networks and REDI region facilities is a key 

in moving oil from The North to markets in 

Southern Canada and the US. The proposed 

rail to Alaska project would enhance export 

markets and capacity. The REDI Region 

is strategically placed to capitalize on 

expanded development and investment 

within the Region. 

Carbon Capture and Storage – The 

Apache pilot project was one of the 

first of it’s kind in Alberta in 2006 

and took place in the Zama area; 

proving the techniques, creating a 

best practices manual for the industry, 

and successfully storing about 85,000 

tons of CO2 within this pilot.  The 

formations in the area proved to be 

a source area for additional carbon 

capture projects.

Demand continues for traditional fuels while new systems emerge.  
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Husky Energy operates a 
large natural gas plant near 
Rainbow Lake and co-owns/

operates a cogeneration 
facility with ATCO Electric.

Oil Production in Alberta has 
doubled in the last 10 years.


