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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 29th November, 2017, at 7.00pm, in 
Hamsteels Community Centre, Western Avenue, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors K Duggan, R Makepeace, E Manning, L McKendrick and D Robb 

and County Councillors D Bell, J Chaplow and M Wilson 
 
92. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor D Bottoms and County Councillors M McGaun, 
and A Simpson.  
 
93. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations. 
 
94. CORNSAY COLLIERY WAR MEMORIAL 
 
The Council was addressed by Mr Rippon who had been in touch in relation to his concerns over the 
Cornsay Colliery War Memorial following the closure of the church of St John the Baptist, Hamsteels. 
The Memorial had particular personal significance to Mr Rippon as his grandfather was 
commemorated on it. 
 
Mr Rippon explained that the Memorial had originally been located in the Methodist Chapel in 
Cornsay Colliery and, on the demolition of the building, had been moved to St John the Baptist where 
it had been mounted on the wall of the church. Following the closure of that church, the Memorial had 
been transferred to St Michael and All Angels, Esh however it was currently stored behind some 
pews facing a wall.  The church was rarely open, and the Memorial was essentially inaccessible.  
 
Mr Rippon felt that ideally the Memorial should be located in Cornsay Colliery but there was a lack of 
any suitable building to accommodate it.  The nature of it’s construction was such that it was 
unsuitable to be mounted outside.  
 
His initial thought had been that Hamsteels Community Centre would offer an ideal location for the 
Memorial as many people from Cornsay Colliery had moved to Hamsteels Estate when the colliery 
terraces were demolished, although he accepted it was unlikely that many, if any, remained. There 
was some question, however, whether the building would be able to support the substantial weight of 
the Memorial.  
 
As an alternative, Quebec Village Hall had been suggested.  The Village Hall had formerly been the 
Drill Hall where many of the men would have spent a lot of time.  Mr Rippon had been in touch with 
the Trustees of the Village Hall who were enthusiastic about this proposal. 
 
In discussion, it was felt that Quebec Village Hall would be an ideal location however there would no 
doubt be a substantial cost.  It was suggested therefore that the County Councillors for the area be 
approached to establish whether they could assist in any way.  
 
95. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
County councillors reported on the following items: 
 

▪ Lumiere had been held in Durham City during November had had been very well received and 
attended.  

▪ The ‘Free after 3’ offer would again see free parking offered across the County Council’s off-
street car parks and on-street parking areas in the run up to Christmas to encourage people to 
shop locally and support small businesses.  

▪ A range of Christmas events would be held in Wharton Park including meeting Father 
Christmas and festive arts and crafts workshops. 
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▪ The Best Bar None awards had recognised excellence in promoting responsible drinking in 
pubs, clubs and bars in Durham City.   

▪ The County Councillor was ready for winter weather with gritters, ploughs and snow blowers 
at the ready.  The winter preparedness plan involved gritting 45% of the road network which 
was around 1060 miles in total.  

▪ A number of people who had used Blue Badge illegally to park had been prosecuted and 
fined.  

▪ More that two dozen people had been handed fixed penalty notices following the introduction 
of Public Space Protection Orders which sought to tackle issues caused by irresponsible dog 
owners.  

▪ Five people had been fined for littering in Stanley. 
▪ Esh Christmas Radio was broadcasting during December.  The station was available through 

an app.  
  
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
96. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 25th October, 2017, were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman.  
 
97. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Minute 86 - The planters at Cornsay Colliery had now been replaced and all planters  
   across the parish planted with winter bedding.  Cornsay Colliery Residents 
   Association would be contributing £200 towards the cost of the new planters in 
   Cornsay Colliery. 
Minute 87 - The Clerk advised that delivery of the dog waste bags was awaited.  
Minute 91(c) - A local plumber was in the process of repairing the flush mechanism however 
   he was currently waiting for parts.  He had also managed to secure the loose 
   toilets to the wall.  
 
98. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £245.00 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for November. 
(ii) £205.46 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for November. 
(iii) £556.27 in respect of staff wages for November. 
(iv) Makepeace Landscapes in respect of grounds maintenance. 
(v) £250.00 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for December. 
(vi) Amount due to HMRC in respect of PAYE for December.  
(vii) Staff wages for December. 
(viii) £200.00 to Durham Miners Association in respect of sponsorship of seats in the 

Pitman’s Parliament at Redhills. 
(ix) £110.82 to the Clerk in respect of purchase of printer cartridges. 
(x) Renewal of website contract due in January 2018. 

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

  
(i) 25th Oct 2017 £ 245.00 Clerk’s wages    No.1001 
(ii) 25th Oct 2017 £ 205.46 HMRC     No.1002 
(iii) 25th Oct 2017 £ 556.27 Staff wages    No.1003 
(iv) 25th Oct 2017 £ 420.00 Makepeace Landscapes  No.1004 
(v) 8th Nov 2017 £ 1,247.50 Makepeace Landscapes  No.1005 

 
99. CORRESPONDENCE 

 
(a) Mid Durham AAP - Request received for Councillors to respond to the County 

Council’s budget consultation. 
Resolved: That the Clerk provide the relevant information to 
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Councillors to respond direct if desired.  
 

(b) CDALC - Request for nominations for invitations to attend the Queen’s 
Royal Garden Party. 
Resolved: That Councillor D Robb be nominated. 

 
100. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

    
There were no planning applications for consideration. 
 
101. WESTERN AVENUE – ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS 
 
The Chair reported that Durham County Council had confirmed there were no objections to the 
former garage site being used for a parking area, subject to an application being made for planning 
permission and various other conditions.  The options for a lease/purchase would need to be 
discussed before the Parish Council could be advised as to the costs. 
 
It was mentioned that a neighbour accessed their property over the site and although permission had 
been granted by the Parish Council to cross its land a number of years ago, the access route also 
potentially impacted on the County Council’s land.  It was therefore suggested that this be clarified 
with the County Council to ensure that no issues occurred if the project moved forward.  
 
Resolved: That the County Council be asked to confirm details on the neighbours access prior to 
any further decisions being made.   
 
102. PRECEPT 2018/2019 
 
Consideration was given to the report of the Clerk which set out the Council’s current financial 
position, allocated amounts and the Council’s requirements for next year. A number of illustrative 
budget options had been prepared for Members’ information. 
 
Resolved: (i) That Council’s current financial be noted. 
(ii) That the Precept be increased by 2% and the budget agreed accordingly. 
(iii) That the contingency fund balance remaining at the year end be carried forward as a contingency 
fund. 
(iv) That the remaining play area opt-out monies be retained as such for use during the year.  
(v) That funds remaining at the year-end be allocated between the contingency fund and community 
building budget. 
 
103. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
During October 905 people had visited the community centre with 847 people having used the centre 
so far in November.  
 
A number of new classes and courses had commenced including dance sessions, adult social care 
and ceramics.  ‘The Art of Quilling’ would also be commencing in January.  
 
Two drop in sessions had provided an opportunity to meet with the local PCSO and a new session 
was now available in the IT suite where users could access the facilities with assistance being 
available if required.  
 
The Christmas Dinner on 8th December was proving very popular with around 60 tickets having been 
sold to-date.  
 
A programme of events for 2018 was being also being planned.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
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The Meeting closed at 8.30 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


