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In chapter 23, Paul once again escapes a Jewish plot to assassinate him and is taken to the Roman
provincial capital, Caesarea, by a large force of soldiers. Paul is taken before the roman governor, Felix,
who declares that a hearing would be held when his accusers arrive from Jerusalem.
 
Acts 24:1-27 (KJV) 1 And after five days Ananias the high priest descended with the elders, and withwith a
certain orator namednamed Tertullus, who informed the governor against Paul. 2 And when he was called forth,
Tertullus began to accuse himhim, saying, Seeing that by thee we enjoy great quietness, and that very worthy
deeds are done unto this nation by thy providence, 3 We accept itit always, and in all places, most noble
Felix, with all thankfulness.

• The group of Jews who plotted to murder Paul showed up in Caesarea quickly – only five days. I
guess they were still hungry

• Tertullus - According to some records, Tertullus was a Jew. Other records allow for his being a
Roman. Whatever his ethnic origin, he was skilled in judicial oratory and was familiar with
Roman legal conventions.

• He acted as prosecutor for the Jews, and spent quite a while buttering up Felix, who had been a
good governor insofar as he kept a lid on insurrection and allowed business to prosper

4 Notwithstanding, that I be not further tedious unto thee, I pray thee that thou wouldest hear us of thy
clemency a few words. 5 For we have found this man aa pestilent fellowfellow, and a mover of sedition among all
the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes: 6 Who also hath gone about
to profane the temple: whom we took, and would have judged according to our law.

• Paul was charged by the Jews with three things
• Sedition and rebellion against the Roman Empire
• Being a ringleader of an unapproved religious sect
• Profaning, or defiling the temple
• Only one of these charges concerned Roman law, sedition against the Empire
• Paul was being judged as a Roman

 
7 But the chief captain Lysias came upon usupon us, and with great violence took himhim away out of our hands, 8

Commanding his accusers to come unto thee: by examining of whom thyself mayest take knowledge of all
these things, whereof we accuse him. 9 And the Jews also assented, saying that these things were so.  

• Tertullus left out the part of the story where the Jews were attempting to murder Paul while he was
in Roman custody

 
10 Then Paul, after that the governor had beckoned unto him to speak, answered, Forasmuch as I know
that thou hast been of many years a judge unto this nation, I do the more cheerfully answer for myself:

• Paul showed respect for Roman authority just as he did Jewish authority
• He always encouraged Christians to respect authority

 
11 Because that thou mayest understand, that there are yet but twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem
for to worship.

• Paul states that he had no other agenda in going to Jerusalem but to worship. Not to encourage
sedition or rebellion against Rome

 
12 And they neither found me in the temple disputing with any man, neither raising up the people, neither
in the synagogues, nor in the city: 13 Neither can they prove the things whereof they now accuse me.  

• Their accusations are baseless and without merit
• They can’t prove what they say

14 But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my



14 But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my
fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the prophets: 15 And have hope toward
God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and
unjust.

• Paul says that his worship of God and being a Christian is in no way at conflict with what is written
in the Jewish scriptures

• He once again staes his belief in the resurrection, which the Pharisees and many other Jews shared
 
16 And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and towardtoward
men. 

• I live according to the way of Jesus, which teaches me to serve God and man. I have a clear
conscience

 
17 Now after many years I came to bring alms to my nation, and offerings. 18 Whereupon certain Jews
from Asia found me purified in the temple, neither with multitude, nor with tumult. 19 Who ought to have
been here before thee, and object, if they had ought against me.  

• There were eyewitnesses to my behavior in the temple, where I did not raise a crowd or cause a riot
20 Or else let these same herehere say, if they have found any evil doing in me, while I stood before the council,
21 Except it be for this one voice, that I cried standing among them, Touching the resurrection of the dead
I am called in question by you this day.

• Paul states that theses very people who were accusing him could not find fault with him when he was
before the council

• Paul once again mentions the cornerstone of Christian doctrine, the resurrection
 
22 And when Felix heard these things, having more perfect knowledge of thatthat way, he deferred them, and
said, When Lysias the chief captain shall come down, I will know the uttermost of your matter.

• Felix ruled as procurator of Judea from AD 52 until AD 60 when he was recalled by Nero.
Contemporary historians Tacitus and Josephus paint Felix as a brutal, incompetent politician who
was finally replaced

• Felix was already informed about Jesus and what His followers believed
23 And he commanded a centurion to keep Paul, and to let himhim have liberty, and that he should forbid
none of his acquaintance to minister or come unto him. 24 And after certain days, when Felix came with
his wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in Christ. 25

And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered,
Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.
 

• Felix was under conviction of the Holy Spirit, but would not yield
 
26 He hoped also that money should have been given him of Paul, that he might loose him: wherefore he
sent for him the oftener, and communed with him.

• Felix continued to hear the gospel, yet his motive was not pure. He hoped Paul would offer him a
bribe to release him. When no money was forthcoming, he kept Paul in custody

 
27 But after two years Porcius Festus came into Felix' room: and Felix, willing to shew the Jews a pleasure,
left Paul bound.

• Felix wanted to have favor with the Jews, just in case he was sent back to Judea
• Felix successor, Portius Festus served as procurator of Judea from AD 60 until his death in AD 62.

Finding how greatly robberies abounded in Judea, Festus very diligently pursued the thieves; and
he also suppressed a magician, who drew the people after him into the desert. The historian
Josephus speaks well of his brief administration.

 
Acts 25:1-27 (KJV) 1 Now when Festus was come into the province, after three days he ascended from
Caesarea to Jerusalem. 2 Then the high priest and the chief of the Jews informed him against Paul, and
besought him,

• Two years after their attempt to get Felixto condemn Paul, the chief priests will not let it go. They
accused Paul once again when the new governor arrived



accused Paul once again when the new governor arrived
3 And desired favour against him, that he would send for him to Jerusalem, laying wait in the way to kill
him.

• Killing someone alomg the road seemed to be all the rage among the priests. Their plans had been
foiled before, but they wanted another shot.

 
4 But Festus answered, that Paul should be kept at Caesarea, and that he himself would depart shortly
thitherthither. 5 Let them therefore, said he, which among you are able, go down with meme, and accuse this man,
if there be any wickedness in him.

• Festus was already catching on, not accepting that Paul was guilty and sensing the hatred held by
the chief priests. If they wanted to accuse Paul, they would have to come to Caesarea before a
Roman tribunal.

 
6 And when he had tarried among them more than ten days, he went down unto Caesarea; and the next
day sitting on the judgment seat commanded Paul to be brought. 7 And when he was come, the Jews
which came down from Jerusalem stood round about, and laid many and grievous complaints against
Paul, which they could not prove.

• The Jews threw as many charges at Paul hoping something would stick. There was only one
problem: Roman law required evidence.

 
8 While he answered for himself, Neither against the law of the Jews, neither against the temple, nor yet
against Caesar, have I offended any thing at all. 9 But Festus, willing to do the Jews a pleasure, answered
Paul, and said, Wilt thou go up to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these things before me? 10 Then said
Paul, I stand at Caesar's judgment seat, where I ought to be judged: to the Jews have I done no wrong, as
thou very well knowest. 11 For if I be an offender, or have committed any thing worthy of death, I refuse
not to die: but if there be none of these things whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto
them. I appeal unto Caesar.

• Any Roman citizen could appeal for the emperor’s judgment. Paul uses this tactic to once again
escape the plans of the Jews to murder him

 
12 Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered, Hast thou appealed unto Caesar? unto
Caesar shalt thou go.

• Festus really had no choice in the matter. Roman law was clear. He could not turn Paul over to the
Jews, even to curry political favor with them.

13 And after certain days king Agrippa and Bernice came unto Caesarea to salute Festus. 14 And when they
had been there many days, Festus declared Paul's cause unto the king, saying, There is a certain man left
in bonds by Felix: 15 About whom, when I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews
informed meme, desiring to haveto have judgment against him. 16 To whom I answered, It is not the manner of the
Romans to deliver any man to die, before that he which is accused have the accusers face to face, and
have licence to answer for himself concerning the crime laid against him.
 

• A founding principle of western law, the right of a man to face his accusers and provide a defense
17 Therefore, when they were come hither, without any delay on the morrow I sat on the judgment seat,
and commanded the man to be brought forth. 18 Against whom when the accusers stood up, they brought
none accusation of such things as I supposed:

• Festus was expecting charges about criminal violation of Roman law
 
19 But had certain questions against him of their own superstition, and of one Jesus, which was dead,
whom Paul affirmed to be alive. 20 And because I doubted of such manner of questions, I asked himhim
whether he would go to Jerusalem, and there be judged of these matters. 21 But when Paul had appealed
to be reserved unto the hearing of Augustus, I commanded him to be kept till I might send him to Caesar.
22 Then Agrippa said unto Festus, I would also hear the man myself. To morrow, said he, thou shalt hear
him. 23 And on the morrow, when Agrippa was come, and Bernice, with great pomp, and was entered into
the place of hearing, with the chief captains, and principal men of the city, at Festus' commandment Paul
was brought forth. 24 And Festus said, King Agrippa, and all men which are here present with us, ye see
this man, about whom all the multitude of the Jews have dealt with me, both at Jerusalem, and alsoalso here,
crying that he ought not to live any longer. 25 But when I found that he had committed nothing worthy of



crying that he ought not to live any longer. 25 But when I found that he had committed nothing worthy of
death, and that he himself hath appealed to Augustus, I have determined to send him.

• Festus judgment was that Paul was innocent of any charge made against him by the Jews
 
26 Of whom I have no certain thing to write unto my lord. Wherefore I have brought him forth before you,
and specially before thee, O king Agrippa, that, after examination had, I might have somewhat to write. 27

For it seemeth to me unreasonable to send a prisoner, and not withal to signify the crimes laidlaid against
him.  

• It was important to Festus to follow protocol, and he did not want to look foolish in the eyes of
Caesar by not sending an indictment letter.


