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Wide public access to new social media has radically altered the way in which political leaders 

communicate with the citizens and the way in which citizens get more engaged in politics, scrutinizing 

the politicians’ public statements. This is why, when politicians make false claims spreading 

misinformation and distorting the discursive representation of events, their trustworthiness is 

increasingly called into question and sanctioned by citizens and the media. Untruthful and deceptive 

statements (whether deliberate or not), may contribute to disseminating fake news, and consequently, 

they are now being fact-checked, criticised and corrected in the public space. As a confirmation of 

Austin’s (1975) recognition of our capacity to not only do but also undo things with words, we are now 

witnessing how a politician’s objectionable or offensive discursive doings get exposed and challenged 

through undoings, redoings or counter-doings initiated by members of the public audience, or even by 

the statement-deliverers themselves. 

While speech act scholars have shown considerable interest for the study of mechanisms used to do 

things with words, less attention has been devoted to investigating how to undo things with words, 

although this tends to become a rather widespread phenomenon (Krabbe 2001; Langton 2017; Caponetto 

2018). The aim of this presentation is to explore how the intersection of incompatible, divergent, or 

contradictory statements underlying speech act-performed doings, undoings, redoings and/or counter-

doings, results in an ongoing hybridisation of political discourse. Opting for an analytical paradigm shift, 

this investigation challenges binary thinking assumptions and misconceptions about purposefully 

construed dichotomies (Vickers 1990; Dascal 2008) in order to supersede simplistic polarisations through 

a more nuanced and multi-layered pragma-rhetorical approach (Ilie 2009, 2018). A major focus of the 

present analysis is to dispel the myth of a clear-cut distinction between true and false (statements) by 

pointing rather to a grading scale that allows for a more fine-grained distinction between categories like 

half-true, mostly true (the facts may generally be correct but presented in an incomplete or biased 

manner), partly false or mostly false (the facts are not correct but are connected to a small kernel of 

truthful elements). By examining the politicians’ discursive practices, metadiscursive contextualization 

strategies, keyword framing mechanisms, and processes of speech act performance, reinforcement or 

cancellation, we can get a deeper understanding of the different levels of falsehood and intentionality of 

the political manoeuvres displayed by their statements. 
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