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I keep on telling you the same thing over and over again and over and over again but it seems as if 
you not understand the Dharma activity. I guess it’s natural that you wouldn’t because the Dharma 
activity no longer has the ‘I am’ as its content. 
I always tell you that the Dharma activity is acting without will. Therefore when the Dharma activity 
divides itself in two it divides itself in two will-lessly. The Dharma activity has two activities as its 
content – the activity of plus and the activity of minus and they both are will-less activities.
Who is it that chops this world into two? 
The Dharma activity chops this world that is just one exactly in the middle down into two. Its not that 
somebody cuts the world in two with a big knife or some such thing. But it seems so popular among 
you folks to ask questions. It seems if some people interpret the Dharma activity as the activity of a 
river. 
Where does the river originate? And where does it finally end up? What is the final resting place of the 
river?
If the river wouldn’t have an end and a result then the river would just be a ghost river. 
Even two thousand years ago some Zen teachers and great masters used the river as a metaphor for 
the Dharma activity. 
If you can understand that the Dharma activity has a clear origin and a clear result, then when asked 
this question ‘Who is it that chops this world exactly into two?’ you will be able to answer clearly. 
The origin is doing a will-less activity and the result is also doing a will-less activity. The origin is acting
in a way in which plus and minus are totally unifying with each other and then facing each other facing 
and unifying endlessly. In the state they have they have not separated. 
As plus and minus face and unify repeatedly alternately they eventually give rise to a new activity 
called ‘passion’ or ‘a heat of feeling’. It is then that plus and minus first separate from each other. This 
is how the Enlightened One taught his disciples. 
Then friction occurs between two and sweat comes out. 
Plus and minus are invisible activities. We cannot call them material nor can we call them nonmaterial.
Or we could say that plus and minus are the perfect material things or not nonmaterial things. 
In the heart sutra it says ‘shiki soku ze ku’. That means that the world of form - just as it is - is 
manifesting emptiness. And oppositely when it says ‘emptiness is form’ that means that the total 
emptiness activity is perfect form. 
When the plus activity does complete plus then it is not plus. The point of view of all of the prajna 
literature is to say that when the minus activity does total minus then it is no minus. When say that plus
does total plus and minus does total minus of course I mean that as I always tell you plus is 
completely experiencing minus and minus is simultaneously experiencing plus for herself. That activity
of experiencing is neither material nor emptiness. That’s the Dharma activity. 
There is no activity of cutting apart from the Dharma activity. There is nothing apart from the Dharma 
activity. You take a knife and you cut a carrot or a daikan or an onion. And so when you contemplate 
the one great cosmos itself dividing into two you think your idiotic self-centered thoughts that come 
along with someone cutting it into two. When plus and minus are separating from each other it is plus 
and minus themselves causing that separation. 
In the Second Statement they talk about the activity that cuts through the stream. That is the activity 
that divides the one activity into two. The Dharma activity inevitably manifests the body of the Dharma.
Buddhism – Tathagatha Zen says as the Dharma activity manifests the Dharma body without fail it will 
become pregnant with everything. The activity that becomes pregnant with all things is the Dharma 
activity itself. And when plus and minus separating from each other it’s the Dharma activity appearing. 
And as the Dharma activity appears plus and minus separate. 
Even if I tell you this o many times it seems that if people still don’t understand. It makes me want to 
stop talking. 
When a man and a woman become one when man and a woman unify with each other  that is the 
Dharma activity unifying with itself. That is tathagatha and tatha-agatha becoming one. The teaching 
of Tathagatha Zen repeats simply over and over that that is the perfect state. That is the zero activity 
that is the activity that has no ‘I am’. The zero activity continues. Plus and minus keep on doing the 
zero activity until that zero becomes pregnant with all things.  Women have the ability to become 
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pregnant with all things. So while you are still young and you have energy you should strive to 
manifest the wisdom that understands that. 
The state of being pregnant with all things comes into being through the actions of plus and minus. 
They unify and become distinct – unify and face each other over and over. Plus all by himself or minus
all by herself cannot become pregnant. Plus just doing plus cannot become pregnant what I’ve been 
telling you. But what happens when that state of pregnancy breaks open? What is it that breaks open 
that state – is it the Dharma activity or not?
Maybe it’s the devil who comes sneaking up on the zero activity of plus and minus with his tomahawk !
and TATAAA!!!
The idiotic translator is the one who asked me this question actually I were doing. He’s got a loud 
voice but he asks stupid questions.  Who is it that can break absolute space into two?    
Plus and minus don’t just face each other. This is different. They actually separate from each other 
and when they do man and woman manifest when they do heaven and earth appear. It is simply not 
the case that something outside the Dharma activity comes up to the pure zero activity of perfection 
and cuts it in two. Buddhism very clearly says there is no devil such that. 
It is simply that the season comes. It is simply that the time comes when the original activities of plus 
and minus separate from each other. That is separation. And what happens when plus and minus 
separate from each other?
Someone asked me one dumb question and I have to go all the way back to the beginning and explain
it all so you don’t get confused by that. Actually I am very thankful for it. A stupid guy comes up asks a 
stupid question and I get to go all the way back to beginning and say the whole story again. It’s great.
When plus and minus separate from each other in Tathagatha Zen we have actually a special word for
this ‘kukan’ which means an interval of space – imperfect space – not the great cosmos itself.
This imperfect space – this imperfect cosmos according to Buddhism, as I’ve told you so many times –
if we personify the plus and minus activities we can see that that imperfect space is born receiving one
drop of blood from the plus self and one drop of blood from the minus self.  Buddhism teaches that 
because plus and minus have lost that one drop of blood they are no longer the perfect complete pure 
activities of plus and minus. 
According to Buddhism when plus and minus become imperfect that is when for the first time the world
of comparison is manifest they compare and are compared to each other. That’s the world of form. 
That’s the material world. 
How about the existing being that is in between the imperfect plus and the imperfect minus? What 
about their child? It has received both plus and minus – one drop of each – and so it is zero but it is 
imperfect zero. It’s imperfect but it is zero. The child is zero and so of the three worlds this is the one 
that is most similar to the world of zero. The incomplete zero has as its very nature to become 
complete zero. 
When the incomplete zero becomes complete zero that means already at this very moment it has 
already plus and minus as its content. When the perfect zero manifest that means that there is no 
longer any plus nor any minus inside or outside of that zero. There is nothing outside perfect zero 
anymore. Plus and minus have vanished. Isn’t this obvious! Haven’t I taught this so clearly? Why is it 
that you can’t understand this? Did you understand it this time? If you understood you wouldn’t have 
asked that stupid question.
What about when perfection is manifest – Is that the end? 
If you are studying Joshu’s Mu this is the part you should pay attention to.
At the time in the cases ..

….Is helped by the minus activities. I wonder If you got taught that in school. You go to school and 
learn science and they teach you where babies come from. But I wonder how they teach you that in 
schools. I don’t think that teachers in schools teach you however how the perfect self manifests. 
Maybe they think ‘If we teach in a really boring way they’ll become adults’. Buddhism teaches that 
after the perfect self manifests through the plus activity leading then the minus activity will lead and a 
perfect self will manifest through minus leading. When is it - in what kind of situation is it in which the 
minus activity the contracting activity leads in order to manifest the complete condition. The teaching 
of Buddhism is very clear and very simple  in regards to this it says ‘when the plus activity is leading 
being accompanied then aided by the minus activity the result of that is the ultimately large condition 
of the self. And that result becomes the new origin the new cause of the activity returning to the 
original root source. In both the state of the ultimately large and the state of the ultimately small the ‘I 
am’ self has disappeared. I’ve told you the same thing so many times before.  There are two essential 
activities that the Dharma activity does. The Dharma activity separates subject and object and the 
Dharma activity unifies subject and object over and over again. This is how we define the Dharma 
activity. There is the side of the process in which the plus activity is leading the activity of separating 

2



subject and object and unifying subject and object . There is that side of the nature of the self that side
of the nature of the world and there is also the side of the nature and the world in which the minus 
activity is the one leading in the activity of the Dharma unifying and separating subject and object. 
Zen practice is shouting in all of your faces and saying: There is nothing more obvious than this. The 
origin is the ultimately small and the result is the ultimately large unification of subject and object. And 
that result returns to the ultimately small unification of subject and object. Buddhism says that when it 
comes to salvation or true peace of heart true peace of mind those things only manifest when you can 
manifest the wisdom that knows the origin and knows the result. To the degree that you can truly know
the origin and the result you can find those things. So what is true love? 
As I always tell you true love is when plus and minus become one.     
We name this activities in Tathagatha Zen in various ways and then we strive to actually do these 
activities by ourselves. So if I say that plus and minus becomes one. That means that guest and host 
become one. At least as one way of teaching we say that the plus activity is the guest – the object - 
and the minus activity is the host – the subject. They become one and then may separate from each 
other.
Inevitably the origin will separate to subject and object but just as inevitably those subject and object 
will unify and manifest a new origin. Tathagatha Zen is very stern about this. Tathagatha Zen insists 
very strictly on this activity.
And I think I told you over and over again that there are two essential types of separating and unifying 
subject and object. There is this separating and unifying subject and object in which plus is leading 
and then there is separating and unifying subject and object in which minus is leading. When plus is 
initiating then minus is following. That is called living. 
Conversely when minus is leading being accompanied by plus in order to manifest the perfect self. 
That is dying. Through living we can manifest the perfect self and through dying we can manifest the 
perfect self. Buddhism is shouting this teaching out. It is spitting out blood trying to get you understand
it.  
Form is emptiness, emptiness is from. In the same way Buddhism says life is death, death is life. 
It’s so simple. Maybe because it’s so simple it is difficult. Why is it so hard for you? It’s because when 
the ‘I am’ appears then it starts thinking only in terms of its own benefit and convenience.  We tend to 
think in our arbitrary self-centered ways. The plus male activity thinks he got here just by only doing 
plus. 
I want to call you BUFF! 
You talk so big you guys but I know what’s it really like for you. Your wife touches your finger and 
you’re a leaf of spinach with salt poured on it IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIhhh..you just limply wilt away.  You really pitiful
existing being, your lover looks just at your direction and you can’t do anything you can’t say anything. 
You’re just a limp leaf of spinach. 
So likewise if you are a woman you shouldn’t pretend to be a man. 
In any case the teaching of Buddhism when it comes to Dharma activity is that plus is always helping 
minus and minus is always helping plus. When you are contemplating this according to Buddhism it 
isn’t true contemplation it cannot become true Zen practice when you are using your flat two-
dimensional way of thinking. When it comes to two- dimensional thinking – flat thinking actually you 
should probably ask the great mathematician that is among because he can probably explain that 
better than I can. 
Because when I was a kid they didn’t teach us about dimension. They didn’t use the word so I don’t 
really know what it means. But I can say right out if you think flatly you can’t do Zen practice. Why?
Buddhism says the reason why flat thinking just won’t work is because plus and minus are living 
harmoniously together getting along perfectly sharing one home. 
 Well I don’t know how harmonious it always is but in any case they are always in the same world 
living together. And they inevitably meet each other. Without fail they will meet each other. And 
undoubtedly the will manifest the state in which they will break through each other and arrive at the 
origin of the other. That kind of action is called love. Buddhism further teaches when it comes to love 
there is imperfect love and there is perfect love. Therefore if you want to do Zen practice for yourself 
you can’t think in a flat way. You have to think in a spherical way. You to contemplate plus and minus 
together in one world in the one and only world that is a spherical world. It seems as if Zen gets pretty 
popular in America. And that’s fine.
However if your eyes open up to what true Zen is then all you will realize  that true Zen is not born in 
America yet. In other words the Zen that leads the self to true satisfaction has not been born in 
America yet. 
The teaching of Buddhism says there is only Dharma activity. There is no activity outside Dharma 
activity. 
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This is where people love to come up with their arbitrary self-centered counterarguments.  These 
arguments seem all to be based on their ideas of morality – their ideas of good and evil. Those are 
pretty good ideas. 
The systems of ethics moralities laws are fine because we seem to need those in order to be able to 
live together harmoniously  in the human world. 
Buddhism doesn’t deny the validity of laws and moral systems. Buddhism says they are all just fine. 
Buddhism however says when it comes to the true law – the true law is simply the law making the 
origin totally clear making the origin free of all doubt and making the result totally clear free of all 
doubts. 
When the ‘I am’ self manifests however we have distinct  and different worlds. We have the human 
world, the animal world and the bird world and we seem to need laws and regulations concerning 
these differences. 
 People seem to have advanced to some degree anyway. People seem to realize that we have to help
the animal world and the bird world. 
….
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