
      
  

      
          

    
    

  
             

            
  

         
            

  

            
       

 

   

       
       
    

       
      

 
          

 
 

 

  
 

        
        

     
        

        
          

       
 

 
          

Principles of Effective Instruction in ELA 
Activity 1 

Repetition with Variety 
Think about how you can use the principle repetition with variety in your classroom 
instruction. How would this principle apply when working on word identification or 
alphabet recognition? 

When teaching word identification, rote repetition (repetition without variety) might involve 
presenting a student with the same set of flashcards every day until the student can read 
the words with a predetermined level of accuracy. 

Review the following activities and determine if the activity reflects rote repetition or 
repetition with variety. Circle the appropriate response. 

File Folder Activity 

The teacher laminates alphabet letters to a file folder and 
creates a matching set of cut-out letters. Students match 
cut-out letters to the file folder during independent-work 
time until they can complete the activity with 80% 
accuracy on four out of five days. 

Rote Repetition Repetition with Variety 

Alphabet Bingo 

The teacher creates a several dozen laminated alphabet 
bingo cards. A few times each week, the teacher asks 
students to select a bingo card, then the teacher selects 
letters from a container and calls out a letter. Students 
mark letters on their bingo card with a dry erase marker 
as letters are called out. The activity continues until a 
student successfully marks a full row, column, or 
diagonal. 

Rote Repetition Repetition with Variety 
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Repetition with Variety Page 2 

Alphabet Scavenger Hunt 

The teacher provides students with a list of letters. 
Sometimes the letters are uppercase and sometimes 
they are lowercase. The list has five or six letters for a 
classroom activity, but when they go on a field trip, 
students receive a list of all 26 letters. As the teacher 
and students walk through the school or around the 
community, they look for letters in the environment. 
As they find letters, students write the letter again or 
check it off the list. 

Rote Repetition Repetition with Variety 

Word Identification 

Now, work with a partner to come up with one or more activities for word identification that 
includes repetition with variety. Write your ideas here. 
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