
 1 

Third Thoughts  
Castlemaine Inc (Est. 1988) 

Volume 25 No 4                                   May 2013                         Reg. A0017409G 

 

It wasn’t easy….. 

but in the end 

they got there. 

“The Octopus” 

Photos by Eva Haarburger and the Editor. 
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 U3A Castlemaine’s information Website:  
www.u3acastlemaine.com 
 

President Win Jodell 5472 3792 u3acastlemainepresident@gmail.com 

Vice-President      Beryl Leavesley 472 3182   berylleavesley@hotmail.com                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Secretary       Betty Johnson  5472 3834   u3acastlemainesecretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer  Brian Richardson 5423 2526 bprbob@gmail.com    

Newsletter Editor Veronica Hurley 5472 1383 u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com  

Course Co-Ordinator Dick Mack 0411 244 103 u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com 

Course Administrator Robyn Yeoman 0412 565 559 robyn.yeoman@gmail.com   

Past President Peter Stephens 5472 3904  pb.stephens@bigpond.com   

Committee Member Bev Orgill 5474 3050 philandbev@hotmail.com 

Committee Member George Gray 5472 5334 gngray43@sctelco.net.au 

Office Manager George Gray 5472 5334 u3acastlemaine@gmail.com  

Network Representative Sally Kaptein 5470 6340 walmer@castlemaine.net.au   

Membership Veronica Hurley 5472 1383 vkhurley@bigpond.com 

 

ACMI  Representative Felicity Say 5472 1841 sayvf@castlemaine.net 

Cake Roster/Raffle Marie Twyford 5474 2739 mltwyford@gmail.com  

Caterer Jenni Rutherford      0402 776 194 jenniwren@gmail.com 

Coffee Supplies Lyn Hall 5472 2316 lynypoodle@gmail.com 

Celebrations/Tributes Barbara Bunton 5472 3186 wil2bar@impulse.net.au  

Property Hans van Gemert 5472 1082 elouera3@bigpond.com   

Trading Table: Marie Twyford        5474 2739 mltwyford@gmail.com   

 Audrey Richardson  5472 3867 keithaud@chewton.vicmail.net 

   
Website Manager Bruce Carruthers 5472 3900 bruce@keepingitsimple.com.au 

U3A OFFICE DETAILS 

 

The Office is located at the “Octopus”,  
opposite the Castle Motel in Duke Street, 

Castlemaine 
 
Office Hours are: 
Monday to Thursday 1.30 pm – 3.30 pm 
Phone:  5472 2249 
Website: www.u3acastlemaine.com 

 

Current 2013 Subscription Fee 
$50.00 + $10.00 for mailing of Newsletter if required. 

New Members joining after June 30
                                                                        

pay 50% of the subscription fee.  

REMINDER 

A gentle reminder that in order to attend 

classes you MUST have  paid                            

your subscription. 

Friday Coffee Morning  
Coffee Mornings are held on the first Friday of the month 

at 10.00 am in the Uniting Church Hall. 

 

Committee Meetings 
are held on the third Thursday in the month at 9.30 am in 

the U3A Office,  

    Deadline for the June 2013 Newsletter is 3pm Monday 27th May          

Any contributions to the Newsletter should be 

emailed to u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com or left 

at the office. 

 

Please remember to wear your badge  

to U3A activities 

mailto:u3acastlemainepresident@gmail.com
mailto:berylleavesley@hotmail.com
mailto:u3acastlemainesecretary@gmail.com
mailto:bprbob@gmail.com
mailto:u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com
mailto:u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com
mailto:robyn.yeoman@gmail.com
mailto:pb.stephens@bigpond.com
mailto:philandbev@hotmail.com
mailto:gngray43@sctelco.net.au
mailto:u3acastlemaine@gmail.com
mailto:walmer@castlemaine.net.au
mailto:vkhurley@bigpond.com
mailto:sayvf@castlemaine.net
mailto:mltwyford@gmail.com
mailto:lynypoodle@gmail.com
mailto:wil2bar@impulse.net.au
mailto:elouera3@bigpond.com
mailto:mltwyford@gmail.com
mailto:keithaud@chewton.vicmail.net
mailto:bruce@keepingitsimple.com.au
http://www.u3acastlemaine.com
mailto:u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com
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President’s Report  
 
Autumn is my favourite season and it is especially gorgeous in the Castlemaine district; trees are 

changing colour, figs have come and gone and now its time for mushrooms, quinces and crisp 

juicy apples. Easter holidays are over and U3A members are getting back into the swing of 

classes, walks and other activities. And all in the most glorious weather. 

 

As many of you will be aware our move of the Office from the manse to the Octopus is complete. Both David 

Sime and George Grey worked very hard and for more than just an afternoon! It will take a little longer to get 

the Office 'just right' in it's new home. There are lots of ideas about how we could best use the display win-

dows and we will not rush into the more entrepreneurial ideas just yet. We would value your input, do write 

to someone on the Committee with your ideas. U3A Committee has now had a meeting in there and yes, we 

just fit. 

 

The Castle Motel in Duke Street, opposite the office, has kindly agreed to hold the office key and a key regis-

ter. This is successful so far and Committee would like this arrangement to continue. If we were to install a 

key safe on the building more than 120 members would need to know the combination, not ideal. And if any-

one were to fail to return key to its safe we would have no idea where to start looking. Thank you George for 

negotiating this arrangement with the Motel. 

 

The Manse room is very much improved since The Murphys attacked last Saturday. The nasty stains have 

been removed from the carpet and the whole room looks spiffing! Thank you so much Bob and Mary for vol-

unteering to clean the Manse room twice a month for the next 12 months. Wonderful. 

 

My "please buy a chair" initiative at the last Coffee Morning was a great success and I am delighted to report 

we have the promise of donations for 19 chairs! There are still a couple of outstanding payments. It was mar-

vellous to see members cooperating to buy a chair together. So a big thank you to members who attended the 

April Coffee Morning and responded so generously. The chairs will be delivered towards the end of May. 

When all payments are received we will publish the list of donors in our Newsletter. If there is another mem-

ber out there who missed out on making a contribution to chair buying for our Manse classroom and would 

like to, please contact treasurer Brian Richardson: 5423 2526  bprbob@gmail.com A sample chair will soon be 

in the Manse room if you are curious to see and try. 

 

In the past month there have been 10 new members join our U3A. If they are in a class of yours please make 

these new members feel welcome. You might know that sometimes feedback suggests classes feel a bit 

'cliquish' to new arrivals. And please advise your class leader if you are unable to attend a session, firstly it is 

good manners and secondly the Courses working group is looking at attendance and all its ramifications.   

 

And lastly I am off to UK and Europe for a few 

weeks, I return at the end of May. Beryl Leavesley 

will be taking my place during that time, thank 

you Beryl. 

 

Win Jodell, U3A President 
 

 
WELCOME 

To New Members 
 

 Roger Shillitoe  Josephine Shillitoe  

 Keiran Ryan   George  Lukass  

 Paul  Neath   Peter Fraser  

 Peter Atkins   Jasmine Korchma  

 Beverley  Latham-Stephens  

mailto:bprbob@gmail.com
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Recognition of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Peoples  

in Australia's Constitution -  

U3A Forums  

 
Possible changes to be discussed include the acknowledgement of the Indigenous communities as the First 

Peoples of Australia & deleting powers in the constitution to make laws based on race. 

 

The legislation passed with support from The National and Greens, the Labour and Liberal Parties calls for 

action within two years.  

 

U3A members are invited to register their interest in attending. This can be done at a coffee morning, in our 

new office or by contacting Vic Say (phone 5472 1841 or eMail sayvf@castlemaine.net ). Dates and times of 

sessions to be notified once arranged. 

Vic Say 5472 1841 

 
 

Sorry Day & Flag ceremonies - Sunday 26 May  
starting at 10am at the  Market Building flagpole  nearest IGA 

 

 

Reconciliation Week  Tues 28 May - Sun 2 June @ 3pm 

display, activities etc in the Market Building & in Victory Park 

 

U3A Castlemaine is working with seven other community organisations plus the local Dja Dja Wurrung Tra-

ditional Owners and a representative of the Torres Strait Islander people to commemorate Sorry Day and to 

mount displays and activities. 

 

The new Castlemaine flag poles at the market building will have the Aboriginal and the Torres Strait Islander 

flags raised by representatives of their own people, supported by a community event for the first time in 

Castlemaine's history. They will then be lowered to half mast for 24 hours in acknowledgement of Sorry 

Day.  

 

Exhibitions in the Market Building will highlight the 'Recognise' campaign which is being developed in sup-

port of the recent legislation promising action on a constitutional referendum regarding the race powers and 

recognition of Australia's indigenous peoples within two years. It will also highlight indigenous food plants, 

our shared history and community groups working to develop relationships respectful and inclusive of in-

digenous Australians. It will be well worth a visit! 

 

Primary school activities will be organised on the Tuesday, and on Friday there will be a "Healing Feast" 

cooked in a shallow pit in Victory Park, Torres Strait Islander way. 

 

For full details call at the Market Building as the date approaches and keep an eye on the U3A notice board, 

or contact Vic Say 5472 1841. 

mailto:sayvf@castlemaine.net
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Course Co-ordinator’s        

RePORT 

Classes have resumed after the Easter break, and a 

number have found a new home – the Manse class-

room.  Reports have been favourable, with classes 

appreciating the extra room created by the removal 

of the office impediments, and the more visible TV 

screen.  It will be an even better venue when the 

new chairs arrive to replace the well-worn plastic 

ones.  Thanks to all those class leaders for their  

tolerance in adjusting to the new venue – and of 

course to Robyn for the hours she has put in to re-

organise the timetable. 

The Courses Sub-committee has had its second 

meeting.  We have provided feedback to the  

Governance Committee regarding health and safety  

issues, to ensure the safest possible venues for you. 

The Sub-committee is concerned about attendance 

in a number of classes.  We realise that there will 

always be circumstances preventing people from 

attending, but PLEASE let your class leader know in 

advance if you won’t be there.  Remember that class 

leaders put in a lot of time and energy in preparing 

for their classes, and it is really disrespectful to 

them to not show up without apology. 

We’re also looking at the issue of feedback on 

classes, and looking at ways we can get insights into 

people’s experiences.  In particular, we are looking 

at how we might get more information on why  

people choose not to continue with classes they  

enrolled in at the start of the year. 

Next month’s newsletter might contain information 

about some new courses starting in the second  

semester.  We are talking to possible leaders in  

topics such as Astronomy, Indonesian, Financial 

Management and more. Some popular short courses 

may be repeated. 

I hope you are continuing to enjoy your classes. 

 

Dick Mack, Course Co-ordinator 

Robyn Yeoman, Course Administrator 

The Office Move 

George Gray 5472 5334 

It was a long time in planning but at last the day 

arrived....  Coffee morning 5th April or MOVING 

DAY as it is now called! 

All the looking, measuring, debating and vacillating 

was over. It was time to go. Not only that, but it was 

announced at the coffee morning that the office was 

now officially “The Old Men's Room” OOPS - I 

mean the “Old Manse Room”  

Our resident techo – David Sime - had been weav-

ing his magic, plugging and unplugging computer 

cables, laying a new area of flooring, switching 

phones and internet sites. All that was left was to 

move the furniture.  

And after the coffee morning we did!  

Computer stands and tables and chairs and new 

tables and chairs were piled onto trailers and utes 

and with the help of a band of willing bodies, all 

were moved and placed in their respective new 

homes. 5.00pm Friday evening it was all done save 

the last computer touches which were completed by 

lunch time Saturday.  

Monday was opening day. Sally Kaptein was the 

duty officer and she named the new Office … 

 “The Octopus”, of course. 

She hadn't been in for 2 minutes when the first cus-

tomer came to pay his subscription. This was a truly 

auspicious start, money had started coming in and 

the financial reason for moving was realised. The 

move was now officially a success!  

Within moments the Octopus was filled with  

curious sight-seers. Everybody talked at once and 

everybody had a suggestion as to where the desk 

was to be placed. All in al, some 25 people came to 

visit. One or two even had some U3A business to 

conduct.  

The new table was road tested by a lady who 

proved that it was light enough to be moved by one 

(small) person and definitely strong enough to hold 

a cup of tea. It was a lot of fun and I heard a lot of 

laughter and good comments.  

Then it was 3.30 and the Office was CLOSED. 

It is going to take more settling in and small 

changes  but it has been worth the effort. 

Thanks to  

David Sime, Peter and Bronwyn Stephens, Dick 

Mack, Brian Richardson, Robyn Yeoman and all 

who laboured so well.  
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Mystery and History on  

U3A Annual Car Tour 
by Robert Murphy 

 
Wilson's Mystery Tour de-
parted Castlemaine's Camp 
Reserve with 22 U3A men 
and women in 9 vehicles at 
0930 on April 17 for places 
unknown. 
 
Course directions saw par-
ticipants searching for clues 
along quiet country road-
sides , in local cemeteries 
and other  historic sites in 
Campbells Creek, South 
Muckleford, Newstead, 
Strangways, Franklinford 
and finally Hepburn where we broke for lunch. 
 
Wilson's Mystery Tour was the annual Castlemaine 
annual Car Trial and this year included participants 
from Hepburn and Heathcote U3As. Organisers 
were Wilson and Barbara Bunton. 
 
It was the first trial this writer (and partner Mary 
Rossi) participated in and we found it a wonderfully 
social experience from the initial gathering at Camp 
Reserve to a morning tea break in the grounds of 
the historic South Muckleford School to a BYO picnic 
lunch in the beautifully kept grounds of Hepburn 
Spa. 
 
Wilson Bunton had, with a 
dry wit, laid out directions 
that guided the group 
through a diverse range of 
historical sites including 
“Strathloddon” homestead 
where William Campbell 
kept a wary eye out for 
aborigines from the lofty 
site of his pioneering pre-
goldrush squat.  
Strathloddon owner and 
fourth generation local Max 
Kay talked about the impor-
tant part Campbell played 
in developing Australia's 
wool industry in the area 
and nationally; he displayed 
an effortless and extensive 
local historical knowledge. 
 

From Strathloddon we ventured on up the Muckle-
ford Road to the former South Muckleford Public 
School for morning tea and then to Newstead via 
Green Gully and the historic (1859) Newstead 
Cemetery. But we had to work on the way counting 
a practically interminable number of poplar trees in 
the creek along Cemetery Road which was the origi-
nal Castlemaine-Newstead track. 
 
From Newstead we travelled to the Franklinford-
Yandoit Cemetery to visit the grave of Edward 
Stone Parker and a huge number of his children and 
both wives. Parker was a local pioneer, surveyor 
and Aboriginal Protector who took all three roles 
seriously and apparently with great sympathy for 
local aborigines. 
 
From Franklinford we headed off to a most conge-
nial picnic lunch in the Hepburn Spa mineral springs 
area where Mary and I really enjoying talking with 
the Hepburn and Heathcote contingents as well as 
our fellow Castlemaine U3A members and class-
mates. 

After lunch we trooped off to Daylesford for a walk-
ing tour of historic Vincent Street with a guide from 
the local historical society and a visit to their im-
pressive and extensive museum near the tourist in-
formation office. 
 
In short every participant Mary and I spoke with 
really enjoyed the annual car trial and we highly 
recommend members consider making the next 
event. A hearty well done to organisers Wilson and 
Barbara Bunton and kudos for the thoroughness, 
good humour and historical knowledge displayed in 
the trial directions (and no one got lost!). 
 
Mary and I are new to U3A and it has been a joy to 
associate with such a splendid bunch of live ones. 
The joy of life our fellows display at every gathering 
from monthly coffee meetings to classes and now 
Wilson's Mystery Tour are a wonderful addition to 
our busy lives. 
 

Wilson Bunton briefs   

participants. 

Max Kay at  

pioneering homestead 

site, “Strathloddon” 

Barbara Bunton chats with  U3A members,Barbara 

from Heathcote and Tom, fromHepburn. 
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Participants getting the drum from  

organiser Wilson Bunton. 

Particpants ready to head off to parts unknown pose 

before a sign  informing them that there is  

no camping in Camp Reserve 

 

Camera in hand, Robert 

waits to snap his next photo 

 Picnic lunch and a good natter at  

Hepburn Springs Reserve. 

Photographing a photographer who is 

 photographing a photographer .  

All part of the fun during the lunch break. 

Mystery Car  Tour -April 17th 2013 

Members investigate the old Muckleford School  

during the Morning Tea break. 

Winners of  

the competition on 

the day were  

Bronwyn and Peter 

Stephens. 
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COMING EVENTS 

Visit to Mildura 
26 members have expressed an interest in  

attending this activity 

 

Date: Tuesday 15th October – Friday 18th October 

 

Accommodation: Kar Rama Motel   

Total  Twin Share Cost::  $130 per person which includes 

a light, uncooked breakfast  

 

Transport Cost:  

If you are using your Seniors Free pass for the train, 

your only extra cost will be a taxi fare to the Motel  

 

It is still not too late to register an interest. 

Partners and friends are welcomed 

Contact: Tom Comerford tomchris@mment.com.au    or 

ph: 5470 6230 

POSITIONS VACANT 

 

Monet’s Garden Exhibition 

National Gallery of Victoria 
 

When: Monday 29 July 

 

Bus leaves the Market Building at 9.15am (please be 

ready to board at 9am) 

Introductory talk at 12 noon followed by independent 

viewing 

Bus leaves Gallery for Castlemaine: 4pm 

 Total Cost: $30.00 

 

You are asked to pay for this excursion  at the  Castle-

maine Art Gallery- correct money or cheque would be 

appreciated.. Please remember that the cost is non re-

fundable – if you are unable to go please have someone 

in mind who can use your place! There are only 57 seats 

on the bus and it is a matter of ‘first in’ so please don’t 

leave making your booking too long. 

Another bonus of this excursion is the opportunity to 

view the Australian Impressionists in France exhibition 

that is also on at the NGV. This viewing costs $10 for 

members and is entirely optional. 

 

Volunteers Ahoy! 
 

An ideas-gathering meeting of the Volunteers and 

Volunteering (V and V) advisory group was held 

on Tuesday 9th April at the new U3A office. 

 

Many issues were tabled to be discussed and de-

cided at forthcoming meetings, including Coffee 

Morning rosters, class liaison officers, further 

ways volunteers might be included, ways that  

volunteers could be recognized and celebrated, 

etc. 

It was a very fruitful, cordial and important first 

meeting of this advisory group. 

 

The next V and V meeting will be at 4pm at the 

U3A office (the Octopus building) on Tuesday 

14th May.  

 

All U3A members are welcome. 

 We value your input. Please come along. 

 

Beverley Orgill, V and V  group convenor. 

philandbev@hotmail.com 

 

 

Community Liaison Person 

 
We are currently seeking someone to act as our 

Community Liaison Person. Elizabeth Rider was 

our last Rep and she found it most rewarding. 

 

“My role as Community Rep – was to liaise with, and 

work towards program partnerships, with other local 

organisations where appropriate, e.g. Community 

Health and International Women’s Day and Lifeball, 

and with the Shire Council for Seniors Week.”  

Elizabeth Rider 

 

Without  someone in this position we are unable 

to participate fully in community programs. 

If you are interested you could leave your name 

with the Secretary, Betty Johnson  

by phone 5472 3834  

by email u3acastlemainesecretary@gmail.com 
 

mailto:tomchris@mment.com.au
mailto:philandbev@hotmail.com
mailto:u3acastlemainesecretary@gmail.com
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CLASS NOTES 

AUSTRALIAN HISTORY 
Geoff  Walker    5470  6652 
  
In April we had two very good biographical studies on 

the lives of two great Australians who have made a great 

contribution to our culture.    Wilma Ellery gave a presen-

tation of the contribution of  Henry Lawson, and Robyn 

Weedon gave us the story of  Sir Earnest Ed-

ward "Weary"  Dunlop.   Each was interesting  and led to 

much discussion.  Thank you,  ladies! 

  

In May we continue the series when we will get to know 

a couple more well-known Australians.   On Monday 

May 13th Ann Fergusson will trace the life story of Sir 

Macpherson Robertson, and on Monday 27th Shirley 

Curnow will bring us the story of Andrew Barton "Banjo" 

Paterson. Each gathering will be at 2.00pm at the home of 

Geoff and Beth in Lyttleton Street.    You will be most 

welcome to be present. 

 

                                                                                

FRIDAY  MORNING  

Garden GROUP  
Shirley Curnow    5472  1729 
 

In April our Group went to the Newstead Natives Nurs-

ery where we learned a great deal about the care of local 

native plants from Frances and came home with lots of 

them in our cars. 

  
In May,   Friday 17th, we shall be going to "Just Ferns" in 

Pegleg Road, Eaglehawk for Ted Henderson to tell us 

how to look after our treasures.   ( We had intended to go 

there in April but had to change our plan because it was 

not convenient for Ted.)  We shall follow our usual travel 

arrangements; please be in the UCA car park area at 

9.45am where we will be able to organise car sharing to 

depart at 10.00am.   Yes, you will be most welcome to join 

us. 
  

SOLO GROUP                                                                                                                                                                 

Betty Henchman 5472 2139 
 

The next gathering of the Solo Group 

will be on Saturday, May 18th  at the 

home of Eva Haarburger. 

 

 

T. S. Eliot,  

Four Quartets and The Wasteland. 

 Eileen Park 54725213  

 
Classes for this short course will commence on Thursday 

May 23rd at 1.30pm. 

Please Note: the venue is now in the Kindergarten room 

in the Uniting Church Complex. 

 

ABORIGINAL HISTORY -         

OUR SHARED HISTORY             

Felicity Say 5472 1841 

 

7th. MAY 

(Postponed from 16th. April) 

The story of the killing of five Japanese fishermen at 

Caledon Bay in Arnhem Land in the 1930's is a fairly well 

known one, from the non-Indigenous perspec-

tive.  Today, we'll hear the same story entirely from the 

Aboriginal viewpoint, what it meant for them and the 

impact it had on their lives, right up to today. 

 

21st. May 

From the earliest times in Colonial Australia, explorers 

and geologists had a watchful eye out for minerals in the 

landscape with a view to mining wealth.  Inevitably, this 

was bound to lead to problems for Aboriginal people, 

whether it was on the goldfields of Central Victoria or 

mining for bauxite in Arnhem Land.  Today's program 

will focus on this often fraught issue. 

 

Singing together                                                  
Rae Hawkins 5472 3446 

Again we have been able to welcome a new singer to our 

choir. If you have been wondering what this course is 

like, why not come along and give it a try. Visitors are 

always welcome. 

In May John will be taking charge as I will be in Wales, 

visiting my sister. I shall be back on board for the begin-

ning of June, when we shall start some serious planning 

for the 25th Birthday Celebrations. 

We have a collection of some 70 songs, so we shall proba-

bly be doing something old and something new. 
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Opera -  

an occasional evening series -                                    

Vic Say 5472 1841 
 

May 3 Satyagraha - Philip Glass - 7pm - the 

DVD - we will watch the production which was 

screened at the Theatre Royal. A great opportunity for 

those planning to attend Glass' Einstein on the Beach in 

Melbourne, to tune in to Glass for an evening. Einstein on 

the Beach 1975 - 1976, was Glass’ first opera, Satyagraha 

1978 - 1979, was his second). 

 

Using ancient Sanskrit texts from the Bhagavad-Gita this 

opera in three acts focuses on Gandhi's political and spiri-

tual journey in South Africa 1893 - 1914. Act 1 opens with 

references to ancient mythic Hindu confrontations as 

Gandhi draws a parallel with what is faced in South  

Africa. The work proceeds through a complex series of 

references to the political trajectory Gandhi takes and the 

responses it generates.  

 

Scene 2, act 1 makes reference to the "Tolstoy  

Farm": Gandhi attributes the success of the final phase 

of the Satyagraha campaign in South Africa between 1908 

and 1914 to the "spiritual purification and penance"  

afforded by the Tolstoy Farm. He wrote: "I have serious 

doubts as to whether the struggle could have been prosecuted 

for eight years, whether we could have secured larger funds, 

and whether the thousands of men who participated in the last 

phase of the struggle would have borne their share of it, if there 

had been no Tolstoy Farm." 

 

It is also worth knowing who 

Tagore is; Like the Hindu epics 

etc, he is referenced in the  

production. Tagore wrote   

India's National Anthem and it 

was he who declared Gandhi 

“Mahatma” or ‘Great 

Soul'.  Tagore was the first 

Asian to win the Nobel Prize 

for literature. Long before Gan-

dhi did, he deplored India's 

caste system. He had momen-

tous public and sometimes 

critical exchanges with his beloved Gandhi. 

 

For more details see Wikipedia. 

Rabindranath Tagore (Bengali: 7 May 1861 – 7 August 

1941) 

CLASS NOTES 

 

Requiem & thEN. . . ?                                                   
Vic Say 5472 1841 

May 3 Zelenka:  Requiem in C minor - 

 we heard Zelenka's D major Requiem from 1733 earlier 

this year; the C minor is probably from his last years: 

1735 - 1745, years of resignation and withdrawal, but no 

likely date of composition has been established. His 

'restrained and introverted character' has been described 

as 'melancholy-religious' and the antithesis of the show 

and flamboyance of the 'gallant' style. 

 

May 17 Haydn, Michael 1792 - 
 new to us - was it his own personal and private requiem 

for Mozart? 
 
June 7 Gounod - a repeat hearing 
 
June 21 Britten War Requiem -  
a repeat hearing 
 

 

  

 

Wagner - The Ring Cycle                                                
Vic Say 5472 1841 
 

17th May - Staging the Ring: Wagner's 

Dream -  
DVD recording the preparations for the staging of the 

current MetOpera Ring production. 

 

 

 

Over 80s Luncheon Group         
Eileen Park     5472 5213  
 

next meeting  May 8. 

  
 

It was such a glorious day in April at the Botanical Gar-

dens under the big oak tree near the new children’s play-

ground that members opted to meet there again in May. 

Bring a sandwich and put a chair in the boot. 

If  the weather is really foul there will be a Plan B 

Please  note: the children’s playground and barbecue area 

is at then far end of the gardens, not at the lake end 

Friends and family are welcome. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bengali_language
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CLASS NOTES 

In Praise Of  

Music Appreciation 
 

I feel I must say a few words about the Music Appre-

ciation group led by Bruce Baud. 

Bruce, very ably, spends hours of time preparing the 

program for our monthly gathering; music that is 

both diverse and interesting, along with information 

about the composer and performing artists. 

I attended the very first meeting many years ago and 

have missed very few since. That two hours of delight 

transports me from a busy life to a morning of com-

plete relaxation. And I must also include Diana in my 

praise for her coffee and tea in the break, when friends 

chat with each other till Bruce breaks it up for the sec-

ond half of the program. 

My love of classical music must come from my great-

grandfather, Joseph Aarons, who instigated the Acad-

emy of Music in Melbourne in the 1850’s. But I am 

not musically educated and do not play an instrument 

so, for me, the Wednesday Music Appreciation is the 

highlight of the month. 

Thank you Bruce! 

Peggy Shaw 

 

SSUES OF CONCERN                                                              
CAROL DORMAN  5472 4429. 

 
Because of the Castlemaine Festival, Easter and the May 

Coffee morning Issues did not meet for 3 weeks so there 

was much to discuss when we resumed our sessions. 

 

There is a worldwide campaign for a financial transaction 

tax (informally known as the Robin Hood tax). This is a 

very small tax on financial speculation by investment 

banks, hedge funds etc. If implemented it would raise bil-

lions which could be used to tackle poverty and climate 

change in Australia and in other parts of the world.  The 

many countries that support the tax include France, Ger-

many, Argentina and Spain and the tax is being developed 

for implementation in 11 EU countries in 2014/15. A few 

examples of what this tax could do: in 1 minute it would 

raise enough money to build a six classroom school for 250 

pupils, in 1 month it could provide essential health ser-

vices for 4.5 million children and in 3 months it could pro-

vide life saving treatment for 8.6 million HIV/AIDS suffer-

ers.  

 

The question of vaccination came up when a school an-

nounced that unvaccinated children would not be permit-

ted to attend. It was thought that this decision was harsh 

but should unvaccinated children be allowed to threaten 

the health of the rest of the students? There have been oc-

casions when some children have suffered severe reactions 

to vaccines and there is some question as to whether au-

tism is connected to vaccination. 

 

Frank gave us a short presentation on drones beginning 

with the fact that the earliest unmanned aerial vehicle was 

developed by A.M. Low in 1916. The technology has been 

steadily developed to produce the machines used today. 

Unmanned Aerial Attack Vehicles only need a few crew 

members (one to three) on the ground to operate them and 

can be directed to the target with complete accuracy. 

Drone operators are cheaper to train than aircraft pilots 

and currently more drone pilots are being trained than 

aircraft pilots. However there are many other uses for 

drones such as natural disaster warnings and monitoring, 

recreation, scientific research, oil, gas and mineral explora-

tion, search and rescue and bomb disposal. Development 

of drone technology is in its early stages and there will, no 

doubt, be further development. Responsible use of these 

machines is to be ardently hoped for. 

 

 

Members of Bruce’s class read some of his notes while  

listening  to the music. 

GRANDPARENTS 

I didn't know if my granddaughter had learned 

her colours yet, so I decided to test her. I 

would point out something and ask what colour 

it was. She would tell me and she was always 

correct.  It was fun for me, so I  

continued. At last, she headed for the door, 

saying, "Grandma, I think you should try to 

figure out some of these colours  yourself!" 
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Petanque  

Broadband For Seniors  

       
Broadband For Seniors is a government initiative which 

assists people who want to get on to the internet and then 

learn how to use both the internet and computers/tablets/

phones in general and is located at the Senior Citizens’ 

rooms next to the Library.  As the title suggests it is 

aimed squarely at the U3A age group and is actually run 

by tutors who are both council volunteers and members of 

U3A.  The group is open to any “senior” in the region. 

The “Kiosk” as it is called is open every Monday, 9am – 

12noon and morning tea is available all for only $2 

PHISHING SCAMS 

Are you familiar with phishing scams? These are emails 

that pretend to be from a well-known company (such as a 

bank or a common website), but they're actually trying to 

trick you into handing over sensitive information. 

 

Usually, the email will ask you to "update" or "confirm" 

your details via a web link, which is usually disguised to 

look like the real deal. 

 

A legitimate bank or financial service will never ask for 

your account information via email. When in doubt, 

call the company that sent the email and speak to a staff 

member directly. 

 

QUESTIONS THAT HAUNT ME!  
 

How is it that we put man on the moon before we figured out it 

would be a good idea to put wheels on luggage? 

 

What disease did cured ham actually have?  
 
If a deaf person has to go to court, is it still called a hearing?  
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Enchanting Gardens 
 

The next in this series is Enchanting Gardens of Italy.  The featured gardens will be Villa Carlotta on Lake Como [with a 

side trip to Isola Bella on Lake Maggiore] and a visit to some fascinating private gardens in Tuscany.  For this series we 

shall  meet at homeVeronica and Kevin Hurley’s , at 2.30pm on Tuesdays, 7th and 14th May.  All are welcome to attend. 

   

The July series will be Gardens of Canada  on the 9th and 16th  
 

       

MAY Calendar – Changes and updates 
Solo Group Saturday 18th at 12.30pm 

Golf Croquet finishes 16th  

± Mindfulness for Wellbeing – Ongoing commences 8th at 9.30am starts 8th at 11am (no class on 

15th) 

± Mindfulness Meditation Approach to Stress - Short Course commences 8th at 11am (no class 

on 15th) 

± Electromagnetic Field Testing commences 1st at 10am and finishes 15th  

± Introducing TS Elliott starts 23rd at 1.30pm in Kinder Room (change of venue) 

± Enchanting Gardens of Italy 7th at 2.30pm  

± New courses 

 

Booking Venues and other bothers 

Please remember that booking a venue must be done through me, or in my absence, 

Dick Mack.  Use of rented premises incurs a debt to be honoured by U3A Castlemaine 

and we must be able to verify and track these charges. 

Likewise, if a rented venue is not to be used on a particular day or for a period of time, 

please let me know.  This could be due to an excursion, or a period of one or more weeks 

break between terms or for other reasons. 

Robyn Yeoman       

Courses Administrator 

5472 3702  robyn.yeoman@gmail.com 
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MAY 2013 
U3A Castlemaine  MANSE ROOM TIMETABLE 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

    1st
 2nd

 3rd
 

    9am German I 

1.30pm Bridge 

    Problem Solving 

3.45pm German 

        Conversation 

9:30am 

 Genealogy Online 

1:30pm 

        Photography 

  & Digital Imaging 

4pm Solo Whist 

1pm Tarot – The 

         Next Step 

6th
 7th

 8th
 9th

 10th
 

9:30am Italian I 

1:30pm 

       Genealogy for 

       Beginners 

10am Aboriginal 
          History 

  

9am German I 

3:45pm German 

             Literature 

  

9:30am Genealogy 

Online 

1:30pm 

      Photography & 

     Digital Imaging 

  

10am English 

          Literature 

1pm Tarot – The 

         Next Step 

13th
 14th

 15th
 16th

 17th
 

9:30am Italian I 

1:30pm 

       Genealogy for 

       Beginners 

  
9am German I 

3.45pm German 

        Conversation 

9:30am Genealogy 

Online 

1:30pm 

     Photography & 

     Digital Imaging 

4pm Solo Whist 

1pm Tarot - The 

         Next Step 

20th
 21st

 22nd
 23rd

 24th
 

9:30am Italian I 

1:30pm 

       Genealogy for 

       Beginners 

10am Aboriginal 

          History 
9am German I 

3:45pm German 

             Literature 

  

9:30am Genealogy 

Online 

1:30pm 

     Photography & 

     Digital Imaging 

1pm Tarot – The 

         Next Step 

27th
 28th

 29th
 30th

 31st
 

9:30am Italian I 

1:30pm 

       Genealogy for 

       Beginners 

  
9am German I 

  

9:30am Genealogy 

Online 

1:30pm 

     Photography & 

     Digital Imaging 

4pm Solo Whist 

1pm Tarot – The 

         Next Step 


