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Fifth Sunday of Easter – 2 May 2021

“I am the vine. You are the branches.” On the Fifth Sunday of Easter we have the wonderful reading from John's gospel about 
Jesus as the vine. We are the branches that are pruned to bear more fruit. The powerful invitation is to remain connected with 
Jesus, that we might make our home in him, and bear much fruit.

Monday is the Feast of Saints Philip and James, Apostles, with its own special readings.

In the continuing weekday readings from the Acts of the Apostles, we see Paul and Barnabas preaching to the Gentiles. They 
encounter some who want to make them gods; others who want to stone them. A major discussion is held about whether a 
Gentile had to become a Jew before becoming a Christian. Peter declared that God granted Gentiles “the Holy Spirit just as 
he did us” and urged them not to burden Gentiles with the difficult Jewish laws. The group turned to the Holy Spirit and 
prayed for guidance and decided that Gentiles did not have to adhere to all Jewish laws. Paul followed the Spirit to expand 
his travels, ending with his decision to go to Macedonia.

John's Gospel continues the “Last Discourse” of Jesus, taking chapters 14 and 15 of the Fourth Gospel during the weekdays. 
These gospels offer a layered and poetic look at the kind of inseparable love we share with God. “Whoever loves me will be 
loved by my Father, and I will love him and reveal myself to him.” He promises the Holy Spirit who “will teach you 
everything and remind you of all that I told you.” He offers us peace and encourages us “not let your hearts be troubled or 
afraid.” “As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love.” He tells his followers, “It was not you who chose 
me, but I who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain.” Saturday, Jesus reminds us that if the world 
didn't like his announcing and living of this good news, then it won't like our announcing and living it either.

On the Sixth Sunday of Easter, we hear the powerful words that Jesus uses to send us on our mission: “This is my 
commandment: love one another as I love you. No one has greater love than this. It was not you who chose me, but I who 
chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain.”

Daily Prayer This Week

We can hold the words of Jesus in our hearts all week. As we do, we will discover their attractiveness and invitation. We will 
also encounter resistance in ourselves and in others.

It takes practice to stay focused in the background of our daily life. We all have years of habit to overcome. However, we can 
practice letting this consoling message of Jesus find a place in our conscious awareness at various points in our day, whether 
it is in the shower, while getting dressed, or simply whenever we are on our way from one place to another. Sometimes it will 
take a conscious effort to let these thoughts replace the thoughts that are there already. In the background of our day is where 
our worries reside. It's where we carry anxiety and stress. Sometimes it is where we carry on imaginary conversations with 
others or “replay” past conversations. Often a song or piece of music just replays over and over.

This is a great week to get in touch with our deepening desires and to let my conversations with Jesus grow in friendship. The 
easiest way to do this is to simply say simple ordinary things -- the very way I would say them to a close friend. Some 
examples might offer words that will inspire our own conversation with the Lord who loves us.

“Jesus, every time I hear you say I don't have to let my heart be troubled, I pause. I sense you are pointing to the 'troubles' I'm 
working through today. You're asking me to let go of them, aren't you? I'd like to, Jesus, but some of this is big stuff. It scares 
me. I know some of what I need to do, but I put it off. I know what I'm avoiding. It helps to focus on your love for me this week. 
I guess what I really need to ask you for today is that you let me trust you more completely. It is really nice these days to feel 
that you are so close to me, and that I'm not alone today.”

“I haven't been very connected to you, Jesus. This conversation is difficult because it reminds me of the embarrassing stuff I 
keep doing - even though right now I'm ashamed to talk about it with you in your presence. Please forgive me. Some of this I 
want to bring to the Sacrament of Reconciliation, so that I can be re-connected with you again. I need a 'turning point,' Jesus. 
Thank you for being there.”

“Good night, Jesus. Thank you for today. Let me put everything aside tonight. I know you will be with me all day tomorrow.”

    
Reflection

Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit,
because without me you can do nothing.

If you remain in me and my words remain in you,
ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you.
By this is my Father glorified,
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

The familiar and poignant Gospel reading from John, one of the “I am” statements, highlights the importance of our 
connection and lifeline to Christ.  If we’re disconnected, we wither and die like a dead branch.  When we receive our energy 
from Our Source, we bear fruit and glorify our God.

These days, my youngest child, 18 month old, Diego, illustrates a clear example of this connection of the vine and the 
branches.  His developmental stage represents this deep connection to his parents while having freedom to explore the world.  
Diego is independent, curious and adventurous as he spends his days exploring, learning and taking risks.  He’s celebrating 
his new accomplishments, learning new skills and surviving the minor injuries that plague toddlerhood.  

Diego glows with delight when he finds one of his favorite toys or successfully climbs to a new height (such as a countertop).  
After each celebration, he automatically turns to share his joy with me (or his dad) with a wide grin, a happy shriek or a 
celebratory giggle.

He practices how things work, like opening up cabinets, pouring water from one container to another and screwing and 
unscrewing lids on a jar.  While focused on his task, he is careful about confirming (with a quick glance) to check that one of 
his parents is close by. He seeks companionship to energize his work.  He also seeks assistance when a new task is too difficult 
or something new is frightening.

On his wobbly legs, he sometimes falls when he’s running or misjudges proximity and ends up bumping his head.  Naturally, 
he seeks comfort, safety and empathy from one of us with a loving hug, a rub on his back and some consoling words.

As I imagine little 18 month Diego and his relationship with us, his parents, I am humbled and enlightened at how he 
represents some insight for me into my relationship with God.  Perhaps some of these questions might be helpful for you, too!

How do I interact with Christ as my companion in navigating this world? 
Are there similarities or connections between my spiritual life and the developmental phase of a toddler?
How do I rest or remain in God when I am celebrating, navigating or hurting?
How might I be called to bear fruit in the world where there is hurt, distrust and division?

On another note, with springtime here among us, it is hard to ignore the new life that surrounds us! There are also beautiful 
connections with the metaphors of vines, branches, withering and bearing fruit of this Gospel reading.  Maybe one of the 
questions might resonate more with our prayer today:

How are the fruits of my labor connected to my relationship with Christ?
Am I resisting some pruning that God is trying to do with me?
Where might I need to do some pruning in order to strengthen my relationship with Christ?
How and where can I bear fruit in places of struggle and injustice in our world?

Let’s pray for each other, that we may be branches bearing fruit and glorifying God with our actions, particularly as we work 
towards healing our hurting world and welcoming our brothers and sisters.

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/050221.html
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Church of Saints Peter and Paul

Dear friends, 

Thank you for your support for the Parish of Sts Peter and Paul. 

We’re glad to see many of you back celebrating Mass with us 

physically. As a Parish, we have decided to stop recording and 

putting the weekend homilies online from this weekend onwards. 

This is because more of you are able to return to Mass, and we 

would love to see you in person rather than across the screens. 

Thank you again for your support, and may God bless you.

COME AND SEE
Curious about the Catholic faith?

Get to know Jesus Christ and His Church with us.

Church of Sts Peter and Paul
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

sppchurchrcia@outlook.com

Sign up at tinyurl.com/SPPRCIA2021inq

Tuesdays, 7.45pm
Sessions held in-person

Begins 22 June 2021



4月 10日起, 早上10.00时(共七章)
请点击链接观看。别忘了与其他教友朋友分享。
请订阅我们的 Youtube 频道，并在我们的 Facebook 专页点赞，可获得堂区资讯与信息。

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

5月 8日, 早上10.00时

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

请点击链接观看。别忘了与其他教友朋友分享。
请订阅我们的 Youtube 频道，并在我们的 Facebook 专页点赞，
可获得堂区资讯与信息。



SPP PARISH NEWS

M.A.R.S FOR MAY 2021
Mass bookings for the month of May will begin soon. Bookings for weekend Mass and all weekday Masses will is now opened. 
For subsequent weekend Masses, the M.A.R.S platform will be opened on following Tuesdays at 9.00am.

NOTE: Please be gracious and only book Masses that you are able to attend. No-shows will be tracked. From March onwards, 
you may cancel your booking up to 3 hours before Mass begins. You may cancel your booking up to 3 hours before Mass begins; 
do note that no-shows will be tracked. Please be gracious and only book Masses that you are able to attend. 

MASSES FOR THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD (Day of obligation) on Thu 13 May 2021:
A. Anticipated Mass in English on Wednesday 12 May at 6.00pm
B. English Mass on Thursday 13 May at 7.20 am
C. Mandarin Mass on Thursday 13 May at 12.15pm
You may either book a slot in the Main Church or in the Bethany Hall.

WEEKDAY MASS - The weekday Masses are celebrated on Wednesdays at 7.20am and on Fridays at 6pm, and are limited 
to 50 persons. You may book your seat on the M.A.R.S platform.

CONFESSIONS - Confessions will be heard from 1.00pm to 3.00pm on the following Sundays: 2 May, 16 May and 30 May. 
There are 50 spots for each Sunday. Refer to the announcement on myCatholic.sg for more information.

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

CATHOLIC WELFARE SERVICES (CWS) 
EMMANUEL SECOND CHANCE EDUCATION (ESCE) PROGRAMME
The ESCE program is seeking to support those who desire a second chance for a brighter future through further education but 
have encountered adversity and need financial assistance. This program includes a mandatory personalised mentoring 
programme so that there is someone assigned to accompany them in their issues. Participants may pursue a course of his or her 
choice either at college, university, vocational, or technical school, on condition that the course of learning must lead to    
employable skills. If you are interested, additional information can be found at https://www.catholicwelfare.org.sg/ESCE.html.

CANOSSAVILLE is recruiting ex-teachers/retired teachers/those with relevant experience or qualification to be part of our dynamic 
Canossian Catholic family. We warly invite those interested to be Student Care teachers to readh out directly to our HR team to find 
out more about the role. You can contact us directly at HR@canossaville.org.sg. call us at 6812 0679or apply with us 
https://e-services.ncss.gov.sg/career/job/Detail/0b46f80c-ebb9-ea11-815b-000c296ee030

Novena Church is starting new Chinese RCIA programme 2021/2022. It will begin from 14 Aug 2021, every Saturday 3pm, ZOOM 
online RCIA Those interested may download the application form from Novena Church Website:http://novenachurch.com/rcia/ 
Registration closing date: 31 July 2021. Contact person: Rose (98490671)
 
圣雅丰索堂华文成人慕道团将开始新一届的ZOOM线上慕道班。开课日期: 8月14日, 每逢星期六, 下午3.00pm。欢迎想要
认识天主教的人报名参加。报名表格可以在 Novena Church 的网页下载: http://novenachurch.com/rcia/。截止日期: 7月31日。
联络人: 丽娟 (98490671)



Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with Saint Peter and Saint Paul figurines.

拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. All these at only SGD600.00*

只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego

Instructions for payment will be shared when the form has been received

有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego

表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!
Fewer than 100 sets left! All proceeds go to the church.

*Lights not included. It is for photography purpose only.

Jesus answered them, 
"Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days. 

John 2:19

Now you can.
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The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG
https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/

Every Thursday
10.00am 

tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion

You can send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters
to the link below





To make MASS OFFERINGS during this
Circuit Breaker period

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A
For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend –

<Your Name>”. Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg
with subject title: Mass Offering. 

Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass
is intended for,the Intention, Your Name (as the requester),

Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, Name of the 

Person the Mass is intended for, the Intention, Your Name
(as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A

Method 2: via Cheque
Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to

“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - For Confession dates, please get update on 
SPP Website, Facebook and The Apostles. Online booking is required.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese, bi-monthly, every week of the month   
  starting from March 2021)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Wednesday), 6.00pm (Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, 10.00am - online devotion)

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily

SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS: 
Monday to Friday: 9.30am - 7.30pm, 
Saturday and Sunday: 9.00am - 4.30pm
Public Holidays: Closed

COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS: 
Open every Tuesday (2.30pm - 5.00pm) .Call the Parish Secretariat for bookings.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 

 

SUSPENDED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE


