
An interview for the Jemez Thunder with Robert Borden and Joshu Sasaki Roshi 
conducted at Bodhi Manda Zen Center, Jemez Springs, New Mexico on December 3, 
2002. The translator for this interview is Giko Rubin.

RB: Shall we begin? Roshi, could you explain the importance of this building, the 
Foundation Hall that is being constructed?

Roshi: Where did you come from to ask such a question? What kind of culture do you 
have to come up with such a question? What kind of religion is in your heart when you 
ask me that question? It is actually quite rude to face me and ask me such a question.  So, 
in order for me to answer, I would like to hear more about you first, and then I’ll talk 
more, because I want to hear more about where you are coming from.

RB: Okay, I know that it is called Foundation Hall and it is my understanding that it is, in
some sense, the spiritual foundation of this place.  

Roshi:  You did your studies quite well. Thank you. Okay, that’s good. Let’s drink tea. 
(Laughter) Thank you for your answer.

RB:  How did you become a Zen Master?  How did you arrive at your profession? 

Roshi: The problem is that you ask me such a question about the process that I went 
through to become what I am, but you have no idea about the process that you came 
through to become what you are, right now.  So, no matter what I answer, you won’t be 
able to understand it.  If I tell you my process of growing up and developing from my 
own point of view, you won’t understand it.  The only way that I will be able to answer 
you in a way that will be useful to you is if you first tell me what your ideology is, what 
your idea about how you grew up is.  So, it’s going to take a long time. (Laughter) I 
really want to hear about you.

RB: Me? 

Roshi:  Are you American?

RB: Oh, yes.

Roshi:  So let’s hear about it.

RB: Okay.  We should probably save the tape. (Laughter)  In fact, why don’t we turn that
off and I will answer that question. 

Translator: Well, let’s just leave it.  Hosen:  He’ll be talking.  

Translator:  If we run out of tape we can always get another tape. 



RB:  I have thought about the nature of God my whole life and I have gone through 
many, many changes, a long process of evolution.  I know exactly what he means.  I was 
at one time a Sunday school teacher.  I was a Christian for some years.  And I came to 
reject all of that.  I came to, perhaps, outgrow it.  And I have arrived at the conclusion, at 
this point in my life, that …it is hard to explain. 

Roshi:  But I want to hear.

RB: I believe that God is in fact, is the essence of everything that exists.  It is not a who, 
it is not a person, it is not an entity.  It is, in fact, the verb is.  To be is, in fact, what God 
is, as far as I can tell.

Roshi: (much laughter) you’ll have to try again. [transcriber couldn’t clearly hear 
preceding comment.  I think this was what Roshi said.] That was your conclusion?  
Forgetting about old fashioned Christians or Christians of the Old Days, now modern 
Christians, I think all serious Christian theologians, have come to that same conclusion: 
God is. So, you have climbed up to point where you are at, God is.  So, you can talk to 
other friends of yours who are at that same level.  And, I have gone way beyond God , so 
way, way beyond God is.  But, I can still be friends with people who are at the God is 
level. When you say God is, where are you?  

RB:  Where am I?  Well, I seem to be the one being interviewed. (Laughter) 

Roshi:  Of course. Because of all the journalists that I have ever met, you are the most 
adorable one.  You can be my friend because of your God is. So, I am asking you when 
you said the words “God is,” where were you?

RB: I am of the opinion that there is an infinite series of Big Bangs.

Roshi:  I know about this Big Bang theory because I have been here about forty years and
in those forty years, it became popular among scientists to start talking about the Big 
Bang.  Actually, Buddhism was talking about the Big Bang twenty-five hundred years 
ago, already.  So I know about it.  You are my friend, thank you. This was already in 
Buddhism and pre-Buddhism when they talked about the cycles of life and death, 
samsara. That makes sense because someone who is at the God is level, who has climbed
up to the God is level, should understand the cycle of samsara.  So, God is together with 
us, so it must have been God who did the Big Bang. And you do the Big Bang, so that is 
what I am asking you.  When you did the Big Bang, where were you?  When you met up 
with the Big Bang it was a very strong experience, I am sure.  God is also the Big Bang 
and you are also the Big Bang.  But I am not asking about God, I am asking about you.  

RB: I don’t know.  

Roshi: So you haven’t even been born yet, I guess.   It’s good not to be born yet.  
Because you are not yet born, it is natural to say, “I don’t know.”  Before birth, before the
Big Bang manifested as the Big Bang, where was it?  



RB:  Everything there is would have been… (gesture and laughter) ,would it not?

Roshi: Before the Big Bang manifested as Big Bang, where was it?  You have to be 
together with the Big Bang.  If you haven’t been born from the Big Bang, then you can’t 
ask me a question.  

RB: Hmm, well we must have been.  

Roshi: That’s very dangerous, just to unquestioningly say, “Well, we must have been 
born somehow.”  Emperors and presidents and people of power and authority 
unconditionally, unquestioningly accept their existence and their birth, then they cause 
trouble for all the people around them, their citizens.  The president is equal to us; we are 
all equal because we all were born equally from the Big Bang.  

RB: Yes, I believe that.

Roshi: When you truly manifest the wisdom that knows where you were before the Big 
Bang exploded, then you also will have manifested the wisdom that knows you are 
together with everyone.  That’s where the true understanding of equality comes from.  If 
the president thinks self centeredly and arbitrarily, it will come to pass that the people 
won’t be able to follow him.  A citizenry that can’t follow its president may also come to 
unconditionally recognize its president.  If the president knows that we all came from the 
same Big Bang, then he will know that he is equal to his people, that everyone is equal.  
So, it must be the ideal of the president to build a society founded upon equality.  

RB: Is he speaking of presidents generally or this one, Mr. Bush?  

Roshi: Of course I am speaking generally, but the current president also should be like 
this.  

RB: If only[ transcriber: preceding words faint, I think it is correct] they all were.  

Roshi: Okay, now we can understand each other because we are equal.  If there is 
inequality then the president isn’t able to understand the people and the people aren’t able
to understand the president.  When the president does know the people, when the people 
do know the president, when they know each other thoroughly, that’s what we are all 
trying to study here.  That is Zen practice, to know each other in equality.  To look at 
things in this way is called “looking at things without a self, with no self, with no ego, 
and it is also called “to look at things with the heart of mercy and compassion.” If there is
even a little bit of "I am", of ego, then it is no longer seeing things in equality. So, even 
though we are building this building, if the vice abbess attaches to it, even a little bit, it is 
not any good.  She shouldn’t attach to it, even a little bit. But, when it comes to teaching, 
well, if you don’t have a place to teach in, well, you couldn’t teach.  You need a place.  
So, it is with a heart of great mercy, great love, great compassion that we slice off a little 
corner of the cosmos, and make it a place where we can teach and practice. 



 We’ve limited the Big Bang and made this little building.  This building does not 
belong to Bodhi Manda Zen Center, this building is a thing of the Big Bang, the Cosmos. 
It belongs to the Cosmos.  When I see it I think, with great gratitude, of all the people 
who helped, not rich people, but people who don’t have money, that just gave what they 
could. You are the Big Bang having been limited. You are a writer.  You have limited the
Cosmos and are now manifesting as a writer, so thank you.  We are all brothers.
Thank you for visiting.

Hosen: If you give me the camera I’ll take a shot of this.

RB Well, you’ve got to push that little button; hold it very steady.  This is how you focus 
it, like that. Okay?

 Hosen:  Roshi, shake hands.

Roshi: Right now, we are brothers. So, come whenever you want in peace and ask your 
questions.

RB: Thank You.  (To translator: I had no idea that he was going to do this.)

Roshi: So, now we have met each other. Now you know that I am neither God, nor the 
Devil.  We are just brothers. 

RB:  I knew that.

Roshi: Thank you. Okay, so that is probably good enough for today. We are brothers, so 
even though we are brothers, it seems that we are subject and object, separated.  So, if 
you attach to being in the position either subject or object, even though we are brothers, 
you know what happens, there are brotherly quarrels, too. But, we won’t have any fights. 
But…maybe we will.  What kind of times do fights come up in, that is my question? 
Very thoughtful answer ..[inaudible]

RB: Fights occur when there are disagreements and a lack of understanding.

Roshi: When we don’t understand each other we fight, but why? It is because we don’t 
understand the principle of being brothers, but being separated into subject and object.  
that is why we fight.  We don’t understand that principle that even though we are brothers
we have separated into subject and object. We don’t understand that, we don’t understand
all that.  Even though we are brothers, we have separated into subject and object. If you 
really can understand this principle, the natural law of the fact that originally your mother
and father and my mother and father were the same, then there will be no fights. If you 
understand that principle then there will be no fights.

RB:  Is that true of everyone?  Is that true of Arafat and Sharon? 



Roshi:  Yes, everybody’s parents are the same.  We are all born from the Big Bang.  So, 
before the appearance of subject and object it was, it was utter unification.  So, the dojo, 
the place of practice that we are building now, is a place where we are planning to learn 
that principle, the principle that originally subject and object are one. 
But who is it that discusses these kinds of things; that debates about them?  

RB:  The simplest things seem to be the hardest to learn. 

Roshi:  Thank you, brother. Who is it that speaks?  Brother is speaking to brother, but 
why do we have to talk to each other.  It is because we are separate from each other.  We 
are separate and opposing each other.  We are separated into subject and object.  That is 
why we have to start talking to each other.  And, that is why here we take this simple act 
of shaking things as an incredibly weighty question.  Now subject and object are gone.  
When we are shaking hands, where are you?  Where was I in the act of shaking hands? 
So, the practice that we do here is to sit zazen meditation and put this principle into 
practice, just as concretely as I am putting it into practice now, shaking your hand. 

  I would never suggest to you to come here and practice zazen, but when you go 
home with your wife, I suggest “Do a lot of hand shaking together.”  (Laughter)  So, 
when you shook hands with your wife, where were you? (More laughter)  You really give
it a lot of thought and that is nice. Your thinking activity vanishes in the act of shaking 
hands. You are liberated from thinking.

RB: That’s true, that’s true. 

Roshi: so, we have these selves that blah, blah, blah, jabber, jabber, on and on, but then 
the self that does not need to talk, anymore is manifest.  That is when your consciousness 
goes flying away and you are liberated from the act of thought, and that condition of 
having been liberated from consciousness, in Buddhism is called manifesting true love.  
You manifest true love with your wife everyday, so that is a really good thing.  We are all
like that.  I am like that, too. In those moments, there is no need to think.  The "I am" self 
is manifesting the self that doesn’t need to think.

RB:  I’m a smart guy.  I want to think!  

Roshi: It is fine to think.  You can’t stay in the state of shaking hands all the time.  You 
have to then separate from your wife. Then what is manifest; then what appears? At the 
moment that you separated from your wife, what happens, what has appeared?  If you 
can’t answer this one, we can’t go forward in this conversation.  You’ve go to answer this
first.

RB:  Okay.  The distance between us is an illusion.  

Roshi: That is a good answer!  I’m looking up illusion, because I used to know it.  
Illusion

RB:  Falsehood? 



Roshi:  Oh, distance has appeared.  When we stop being in true love itself, then we are 
separate from each other, and then distance has appeared in between us.  But, where does 
that distance come from?  

RB:  I don’t know.

Roshi:  I guess that you can’t become president.  And, you can not even become a true 
citizen.

RB: Really?

Translator:  Do you have time to do a little more talking, he is asking?  Have we gone 
long enough? 

RB:  I am very interested.  

Roshi:  Thank you.  Very interesting writer! I am a little tired, so talk to these guys 
(Seiju, Hosen, Giko) for a minute please, and I’ll listen.

RB:  How are we doing on tape?  So we have some tape here?  

Hosen:  Yes, we do. This is an hour and one half tape and we have only been going for 
forty five minutes.  It reverses automatically.

Roshi:  Who is it that worries about the tape? 

RB:  Someone who wants to be a responsible writer and quote him accurately.

Roshi: But, where is such a person born from, right now? From the Big Bang, the 
distance and you and I, were all born.  This is a foundational teaching within Buddhism 
from the old days.  Even though these days people have come up with the term, The 
Trinity, in Buddhism there was always this so called teachings about the so-called 
Trinity.  We taught that first there was unification, then that unification split into two and 
when one splits into two, then you have three. The way of explaining the Trinity, as it 
exists in Christianity, is quite different. But, I think that the way that Christians explain 
the Trinity, and the way they did in the old days, is different.  You taught Sunday school, 
so you know this quite well. Christianity has changed their way of explaining this Trinity,
but Buddhism has never changed its way of explaining; it has always been the same.   
Now we shake hand, now that is no thinking and that is the Foundation.  That is the Big 
Bang. Okay?  Good study today. Now you have separated.

RB:  So, there is one entity and another entity and the distance between them is the third 
entity?  



Roshi: Yes, when you divide, then three worlds appear, the distance, the subject and the 
object.  Originally those three were one. That is the Foundation.  That is the teaching of 
Buddhism.

RB:  I was just going to say that.

Roshi:  It is not enough just to think it; you have to be able to do it. In Buddhism the 
distance is called the beginning of an existent being, the beginning of a self, the 
beginning of an "I am".  This distance appears as a limitation of the Big Bang, as a 
limitation of the Foundation, itself.  And you, who have been manifest as the subject, are 
also a limitation of the Big Bang.  I also appear as the Big Bang, limited. Husband, wife 
and child are all similar to each other in that they are limitations of the Big Bang.  Okay, 
so it is time for a question. Who are the mother and father of this child, this distance? 
Maybe that is enough for today. But, it is very nice that you think about these things 
seriously.  So, if you need to write another article, just come on back and ask me some 
more questions.

RB:  Oh, I’d love to.

Translator:  Do you think you want to talk more, because he is willing to talk more.  He is
just worried that he is taking too much of your time.  

RB:  No, no, I am very interested.  [tape change]…the yin and the yang forces of the 
universe uniting.

Roshi: Buddhism says that, and the Chinese philosophy of yin and yang, also would say 
the same.  Why is it that yin and yang become one?  It is like you said. In Indian 
Buddhism they call the female principle, yin, tatha-agata, thus coming, and the male 
principle , yang, tatha-gata, thus going.  In China, of course, they call them [like this?]

RB It seems as if every religion has something to say about sex. Roshi suggests that it is 
quite profound.

Translator:  I’m sorry that I got interrupted with a little translator statement, because I 
said the word shukyo, which is the normal word for religion, but Roshi always insists that
shukyo does not mean religion, because to be a religion it has to recognize the existence 
of God. So, originally this word shukyo was a synonym for Buddhism and that is how it 
would be translated.  I asked him to give me something to translate for shukyo, but he just
said that it is a synonym for Buddhism. It literally is the teaching, kyo, of shu, the essence
of things. He thinks Buddhism is that; it is not relation.  In shukyo there is no God.

RB: How can Roshi think that the foundation of things is sex? 

Roshi:  Who said that?  Okay, that is it.  You have just flunked. 

Translator: It is good to flunk around here.



Roshi:  In general most religions think of God, think of the Foundation, as a fixated 
object.  When you no longer are taking God as an object then you don’t need to think 
about God, anymore.  Buddhism teaches that God is not an object; that is what we call 
shukyo. 

RB:  I agree with that completely.

Roshi:  You are a smart guy.

RB:  I told you so.

Roshi: The reason that I said you just flunked is that you were taking the Big Bang as an 
object; you were taking God as an object.  Big Bang is you, it is me.  Neither object nor 
subject. When we are thinking about subject and object, or in terms of subject and object,
then we aren’t doing the complete thought, the perfect thought. 

RB:  I understand.  I don’t see God as subject or object.  I see God more as  process. 

Roshi:  You say you aren’t thinking that way, but aren’t you thinking, right now?  If you 
weren’t thinking, it is better to be quiet.  So, I ask you, “Where was the child born from?”

RB: The child was born from ….I need to think about this.  

Translator:  we hear about this stuff all the time, but you are doing very well for just 
getting put on the spot. 

RB:  I was expecting to be the interviewer, asking the questions.

Roshi: My brother.  Seiju, nice writer!  Among all of the writers that have passed through
none have been as smart as you.  (phrase inaudible)  Most writers unquestioningly accept 
the existence of their "I am” and accept the existence of God as an object, so can’t 
understand my talk, at all. I think I could talk to this guy, on and on, and he would 
understand all of it. 

RB:  I would like to do that.

Roshi: So, what about the child?  Where was it born from? This distance, where did it 
come from?  

RB:  The Bang of everything that there is expands and that distance is a function of that   
Big Bang, and the yin and yang energy of the universe is an attempt to unite, to 
counteract that distance.  

Roshi: So, I have talked a lot about the Big Bang with all sorts of cosmologists and 
scientists. It doesn’t seem like Americans are quite getting the idea of the Big Bang.  It 



doesn’t seem like you guys are quite clear about it, so anyway, Buddhism says that the 
Big Bang is neither subject nor object, that the Big Bang is not fixated either and 
inevitably it will explode, and further it has both the thus going, and the thus coming 
activities, as its content.  So, the Big Bang has these two opposing forces, both, as its 
content.  Plus and minus, going and coming, expanding and contracting.

RB:  Yes.  That is exactly my view.  (Laughter)

Roshi:  But, Buddhism also says of these two opposing forces that there are two essential 
modes of them acting together.  Sometimes the plus, the man, is the initiator, the leader.  
And at those times the woman, the minus, the contracting activity follows.  But, there are 
other times when the contracting, the woman, the minus is the leader, and at those times 
the man has to follow her.  When your wife is leading, then you have to follow her, you 
have to obey her.  When she is the actor, you have to be the reactor. And without fail, 
there will also be times when the husband is the leader and at those times the wife has to 
follow him. 

RB:  That is why we are equal?

Roshi:  No "I am.”  Acting like this is called manifesting true love.  Buddhism says that 
this kind of activity that has no self in it, that has no "I am" in it, is the Big Bang, itself, 
the condition of the Big Bang, the Foundation, itself. 

Translator:  And, he said before, “I know this talk is getting kind of long.”

Roshi:  So, when the plus, the man, is leading, then the woman, the minus is helping,  and
the result of that process is expansion.  It is swelling up, or getting pregnant with 
everything.  Pregnancy is very important, but, there is always a limit to the activity of 
pregnancy, and that is when it breaks open and the child is born.  

RB:  Yes, but there is no limit to “we are.” “I am” might be false, but “we are” is true. 

Roshi: Neither is true. So, the important thing is that mother and father and the child, 
which is the distance, all are limitations of the Big Bang. But, that condition of 
everything having appeared, that isn’t fixated either. Buddhism says that just as 
inevitably, mother, father, and child will all become one, again. So, Buddhism says that 
these two, plus and minus, yin and yang, thus going and thus coming, never stop, are 
never fixated.  They always repeat unifying with each other and then separating from 
each other, again and again. 
These folks here, they are investigating this activity.  So, as a journalist, when you come 
here to ask questions, know that you are coming to ask people who are investigating the 
continual activity of plus and minus.  And knowing that you might come dropping by 
every now and then, it will motivate them to practice harder.  So, come up.

RB:  So, I should ask hard questions. 



Roshi:  So, getting back to who are the parents of this distance, and your mother and 
father are the same.  Everybody has a mother and father. So, what about this distance?  
The mother and father of the distance, who are they?  And the father, who has now 
become the father of this distance, where did that father come from?  And what about the 
mother, where did she come from?  Don’t misunderstand the Big Bang. So, this is 
important, Buddhism says that at the very same moment, mother and father and child 
appear.  They all appear at the same time.  So, what…and this is kind of hard…but what 
is that, that they all three appear at the same moment, mother, father and child, the 
distance and the father and mother.
 This seems very difficult for people in America and Europe, where ever I go to teach, to 
really get this principle that the child is born at the very same time as mother and father.  
Mother and father aren’t born until the very same moment that the child is born. All the 
countries that I go to everybody says the same thing: that first mother and father were 
there and then only after, did I come along.  I think that other religion probably teach that 
too.  Only Buddhism talks about the simultaneous birth of all three. That is why 
Buddhism asks you, “Who are the mother and father of the distance? and, “Who are the 
mother and father of the mother and father?” Big Bang!

RB:  Is not sex a sacred thing, though, even if there is no child?   He’s going to belt me 
with his stick, isn’t he?

Translator: Yeah. I guess I’ll have to just remain in my role as a translator, and say it 
straight the way he said it.

Roshi:  You’re a real stupid dummy to say such a thing.  To think about sex is already to 
have become dirty.  One thought about sex already makes it filthy. Sex is just the natural 
principle.  True sex is doing sex without thinking "I am". 

RB: Okay.  I was right.

Roshi: So, it is all the Big Bang. Big Bang is parent to the distance and parent to the 
mother and father.  There are no true parents other than Big Bang.  Now in Buddhism it 
says that when the process of development has completed itself, that is called Perfect Big 
Bang. That Big Bang is called the Perfect Self, and if we want to talk about a perfect, 
personified absolute being, that would be called God.  That is probably enough of the 
story for today.

RB:  Okay.

Roshi:  Shall we talk just a little bit more?

RB: Well, sure!

Roshi: So, people who talk about sex, well, they are not talking about the true sex.  To 
talk about sex already makes it not the true sex.  It is just talking about sex, from the 
human point of view.  Before sex, that is the human world, after sex, that is also the 



human world, but in the act of sex, itself, that is not the human world, anymore.  That is 
the Big Bang acting will-lessly, without will. 

RB:  That is maybe what I maybe meant to say.  Maybe, sex was really the wrong sort of 
word to use. I can feel it better than I can say it. Maybe I am not as good of a writer as I 
had thought.

Roshi:  I really know what you mean about the difficult of putting things into words.  The
founder of Buddhism, Shakyamuni, actually struggled and struggled to be able to clearly 
express his experience in words.  When you put it into words it is all false; it becomes 
false. So, at one time Buddha, himself, thought “that it is better not to even start the 
teaching of Buddhism, better not to even open my mouth about it.” But, then the Buddha 
finally stood up and determined that he should teach because if he doesn’t teach the truth,
or somehow try to teach it, then people will always just be fixated on their egos, on their 
"I am" selves, and end up fighting each other, so to solve that, he decided to teach.   Only 
human beings think all these various thoughts and based upon that thinking, fight each 
other. Of course, animals and birds and insects and stuff fight each other, but they are not 
thinking when they fight, so we call their fighting, “fighting that is not fighting.”  
So, as I was just saying, it is the Big Bang who is the parents to the mother and the father 
and the child, and all the grandparents and the great grandparents .  The Big Bang was the
parents to them all and the Big Bang has both plus and minus, as its content.  How are 
you doing for time?

RB: Fine.

 Roshi: Time?

Hosen: 7:30   More 15 minutes on the tape. 

Roshi: Okay, so let’s use the last 15 minutes to question you some more. 

RB: Oh, Utt, Oh.

Roshi:  Where were you born from?  You really are lucky because you got to come here 
and study Zen and you didn’t even have to pay the usual tuition fee to come.  How lucky!

RB:  I thought of that. (Laughter) I had this thought about 45 minutes ago. And if the tape
recorder doesn’t work and this conversation …(inaudible.)

Roshi:  Okay, so let’s get back to that question that I asked you, before, “Where were you
born from?”

RB:  All things had to have come from the Big Bang. 



Roshi: Yeah, yeah, I’ve been telling you that you came from the Big Bang, but what 
action exactly did the Big Bang manifest in order to give birth to you.  That is what I am 
asking. 

RB:  Say that again, please.

Translator:  He said, “Of course you came from the Big Bang.  That is what I have been 
telling you all along, but what exactly did the Big Bang do, what movement, what action, 
did the Big Bang do, in order to give birth to you?  That is what he wants you to answer.

RB:  (chuckle) The Big Bang asserted the “is-ness” the “to be-ness” of the universe.  It 
didn’t have to be anything, at all.  

Roshi: You talk some complicated things.  Not even God could understand the kinds of 
things you say.  You have to be able to understand it in a way that even a little child 
could understand.  So, you have grown up.  You have become a husband, you have 
become a father, and so you should be able to speak in a way that even a child could 
understand.  I just have the feeling that I want a little bit more clarity, somehow.  So, if I 
tell you the answer then you probably are going to say, “Oh, yeah. I thought of that about 
50 minutes ago.  That’s good. 

RB:  I wouldn’t say that if I hadn’t thought about that.  

Roshi:  That’s good.

RB:  I only say that if it is true.

Roshi: Buddhism has always taught that it is when the Big Bang is limited that mother, 
father and the distance child are manifest, but in Tathagata Zen, in Zen practice, you are 
asked to carefully contemplate exactly that, exactly how that limiting happens. So, the 
teaching goes like this.  When the distance appears, it receives some of the power of 
father and some of the power of mother, and we say, sometimes, that it receives 0.001 of 
each out of the total amount, receives that infinitesimal portion of each.

RB: An infinitesimal portion of what?

Translator:  Of the total amount of father’s power, he gives 0.001 of the total amount of 
his strength and mother gives an equal 0.001 of the total amount of her strength.

Roshi:  So, if we can say the total amount of power of the Big Bang would be one 
hundred plus and one hundred minus, that is the whole thing.  There are no worlds 
outside of that.  When that Big Bang divides itself into two, then three worlds appear.  
Those three worlds are past, present, and future.  And when that happens, when there are 
three world, then plus isn’t pure plus anymore, and that no longer pure plus is called the 
past, and the no longer pure minus is called the future. And the present moment is the 
distance that is in between plus and minus.  But that present moment only has a little bit 



of plus and minus, 0.001 of both.  That is the teaching of Buddhism and to investigate 
that principle, through actually practicing it, that is Zen practice.  All three of these are 
imperfect.  Whenever there is appearance, it is never perfect plus and minus that appears. 
The perfect condition is when plus and minus have completely unified.  That is Zero, o 
comparison. The activity of no comparison in Buddhism is called Emptiness.  The 
activity of Emptiness, the activity that has no "I am" self in it, the Big Bang.  So, when 
the Big Bang divides itself into two, that is when the three worlds of past, present, and 
future appear.  That is the world of existent beings, the world of existences. 

I don’t know where you guys all got taught that your mothers and fathers existed 
before you were born, but before you got taught that, it is very hard for you to understand
Buddhism.  And when you actually practice this, practice being born together with your 
mother and father, and practice dying together with your mother and father, it is really 
very interesting and fun. And you need a place to do that kind of practice in. So, the 
buildings of the dojo, the place of practice are what we need to make and those are 
limitations of the Big Bang, but we always have to remember that they are the Big Bang.

Maybe that is enough for today because I am losing my voice.  And so losing my 
voice, it gets hard to practice love. 

RB: Yeah

Roshi:  Good writer, very good writer.

Seiju:  Good handshake, it’s obvious.

RB: Thank you very much.

Roshi:  So, it always has been essential in the teachings, these two activities of expanding
and contracting, but I ask you, “After you write your thing, you should show it to these 
folks to see, you know, if you got it straight, or not.”

RB:  Oh, I certainly will.  

Roshi: I want to help nurture you into an even greater writer, so don’t stop your studying.

RB: Thank you. I appreciate that very much.  I mean that.  

Roshi:  Maybe you should ask them (Hosen, Seiju, Giko) some questions, like where did 
they get the money to build this building?

RB:  Oh, I know that.

Roshi:  Thank you.

Hosen:  Thank you Robert.

RB:  Thank you very much.



Hosen :  Thank you so much, Roshi.  Thank you, translator.  Thank you, Seiju.

The End

 

 


