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How It All Began—Herpetologists and Their Art  
throughout the Ages. Part III—19th and mid-20th  

Centuries Listing Surnames D–L
This is the fourth in this series about art in herpetology. The 

last one will follow in the next issue of HR.

gaLLery oF IMages

Anatoly Nikolaievich Demidov (1813–1870) 
Dхmidoff (= Demidov) was a Russian industrialist, diplomat, 

and arts patron of the Demidov family. In 1837–1838, he 
organized a scientific expedition of 22 scholars, writers, and 
artists to southern Russia and the Crimea, headed up by 
Frédéric Le Play. Results were published as Voyage dans la Russie 
méridionale et la Crimée (4 vols., 1840–1842), with 100 original 
lithographs by Raffet. The book was dedicated to the tsar despite 
his not having taken any interest in it, being irritated that most of 
the expedition members had been French.

Paulus Edward Pieris Deraniyagala (1900–1976)
Deraniyagala was a Sri Lankan paleontologist, zoologist, 

and artist. He is commemorated in the scientific names of 
three species of Sri Lankan reptiles: Aspidura deraniyagalae, 
Lankascincus deraniyagalae, and Nessia deraniyagalai. 

Mary Cynthia Dickerson (1866–1923)
Dickerson was an American herpetologist and the first 

curator of herpetology at the American Museum of Natural 
History, and the first curator in the now defunct department 
of Woods and Forestry. For a decade she was the editor of 
The American Museum Journal (renamed Natural History 
during her editorship). She described over 20 new species of 
reptiles, including the San Esteban Chuckwalla (Sauromalus 
varius) and the Cuban Sharp-nosed Amphisbaena (Cadea 
palirostrata). She is commemorated in the names of four lizard 
species or subspecies: Cnemaspis dickersonae, Aspidoscelis 
tigris dickersonae, Holbrookia maculata dickersonae, and 
Crotaphytus dickersonae.

Around 1919, she began showing signs of mental illness 
indicated by erratic behavior and hallucinations. In November 
1920 she was removed from the museum after a medical 
evaluation and placed in the custody of her brother. On 
December 24 she was committed to a psychiatric institution on 
Wards Island, where she died in 1923. 

Raymond Lee Ditmars (1876–1942) 
On July 17, 1899, four months before the grand opening 

of Bronx Zoo in New York, Ditmars was hired as an assistant 
curator in charge of reptiles, spending the rest of his career with 
the Zoo. His personal collection of 45 reptiles, representing 15 
species, formed the nucleus of the reptile house, which proved 
an immediate success with visitors. A few years later he began 
work on his first major publication, The Reptile Book, while 
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FIg. 1. Eastern Four-lined Ratsnake (Elaphe quatuorlineata sauro-
mates) from “Voyage dans la Russie méridionale et la Crimée” by 
Anatole Nikolaevich de Démidoff, 1840–1842.

FIg. 2. Flap-shelled Turtle (Lissemys punctata ceylonensis) from Sri 
Lanka in “A Colored Atlas of Some Vertebrates from Ceylon” by P. E. P. 
Deraniyagala, 1953.
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teaching himself still and motion photography. During the late 
1920s, Ditmars launched antivenom centers in the United States 
and Honduras, and traveled to Central and South America in 
search of specimens for the Zoo. Ditmars demonstrated an 
aptitude for animal husbandry, publishing numerous titles in 
herpetology.

Georges Cuvier, baron (1769–1832) and George Louis 
Duvernoy (1777–1855)   

Le Règne Animal (The Animal Kingdom) is the most famous 
work of the French naturalist Georges Cuvier. It sets out to 
describe the natural structure of the whole of the animal kingdom 
based on comparative anatomy and natural history. The work 
appeared in four octavo volumes in December 1816. It was 
translated into English many times, often with substantial notes 
and supplementary material updating the book in accordance 
with the expansion of knowledge. 

Duvernoy’s most famous herpetological work was the section 
called “Les Reptiles” in the disciples edition of Le Règne Animal 
and was issued in 13 parts (1837–1842) with 46 mostly hand-
colored plates. The chameleon plate shown here is based on his 
studies of the functional morphology of tongues.

Antoine Dugès (1797–1838) 
Dugès was a French obstetrician and naturalist who 

conducted osteological and myological studies of amphibians 
and researched acarids (mites). In 1838, he published an 
influential work on comparative physiology, titled Traité de 
physiologie comparée. 

Dugès is commemorated in the scientific names of several 
squamates, including the Madeiran Wall Lizard, Teira dugesii 
(formerly in Lacerta and Podarcis). This lacertid is endemic to 
the Madeira Islands, Portugal, and is invasive in the Azores after 
accidental introduction by the shipping trade between the two 
archipelagos. 

Auguste Henri André Duméril (1812–1870) 
Collections throughout Middle America were made by Marie-

Firmin Bocourt, who assisted Duméril until his death in 1870 by 
writing sections and drawing superb plates. Later, Bocourt was 
aided by François Mocquard, Lėon Vaillant, and Fernand Angel 
in completing the book. Paul Brocchi wrote the amphibian 
section on batrachians in 1881–1883.

Two other publications deserve mention for their beautiful 
plates: “Description des reptiles nouveaux ou imparfaitement 
connus de la collection du Muséum d’histoire naturelle et 

FIg. 3. Tree frogs (Hyla) from “The Frog Book: North American Toads 
and Frogs, with a Study of the Habits and Life Histories of Those of 
the Northeastern States” by Mary C. Dickerson (1906). The color plates 
were made from photographs of living frogs with some plates using 
eight or ten negatives. They were hand-colored from living examples.

FIg. 4. Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnake (Crotalus adamanteus) 
from “The Reptile Book: A Comprehensive, Popularised Work on the 
Structure and Habits of the Turtles, Tortoises, Crocodilians, Lizards 
and Snakes which Inhabit the United States and Northern Mexico” 
by R. L. Ditmars, 1907.

FIg. 5. Illustration of tongue in African Chameleon (Lacerta africana 
now Chamaeleo africanus) from G.-L. Duvernoy’s “Le Règne Animal 
par Georges Cuvier” in 1842. Complete citation: “Le règne animal 
distribué d’après son organisation, pour servir de base à l’histoire 
naturelle des animaux et d’introduction à l’anatomie comparée.” 
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remarques sur la classification et les caractères des reptiles 
/ par Auguste Duméril” and “Voyage autour du monde sur 
la frégate la Vénus. Zoologie: mammifères, oiseaux, reptiles, 
et poissons.” Atlas. All volumes of ”Erpétologie Générale ou 
Histoire Naturelle Complète des Reptiles” by Constant Duméril, 
Auguste-Henri-André Duméril, and Gabriel Bibron in 1834–1854 
have been reprinted by SSAR and feature a new Introduction by 
Roger Bour and extensive biographies of all three authors.

Emmett Reid Dunn (1894–1956)
Dunn was an American herpetologist known for his work in 

Panama and for studies of plethodontid salamanders. He became 
a professor of biology at Haverford College and was curator of 
reptiles and amphibians at the Academy of Natural Sciences, 
Philadelphia. He served as editor of Copeia from 1924 to 1929. 
His name is memorialized in 21 amphibian and reptile taxa. His 
magnum opus, “The Salamanders of the Family Plethodontidae,” 
originally issued in 1926, was reprinted by SSAR in 1972.

Christian Gottfried Ehrenberg (1795–1876) and Wilhelm 
Friedrich Hemprich (1796–1825)

Ehrenberg was a German naturalist, zoologist, comparative 
anatomist, geologist, and microscopist, one of the most famous 
and productive scientists of his time. Hemprich was a German 
naturalist and explorer. It was in Berlin where they developed a 
lasting friendship, sharing an interest in natural history. In 1820, 
Hemprich and Ehrenberg were invited to serve as naturalists on a 
primarily archeological expedition to Egypt. The two naturalists 

were sponsored by the Berlin Academy. In March 1821, they 
separated from the main party and travelled up the river Nile 
to Dongola, the capital of Nubia. They spent the next two years 
studying the natural history of that part of Egypt. 

FIg. 6. “Recherches sur l’ostéologie et la myologie des batraciens à 
leurs différens ages / présentées à l’Académie royale des sciences ... 
par Ant. Dugés ...” On page 6, the genera and species are listed.

FIg. 7. Mexican Wood Turtle (Emys now Rhinoclemmys pulcherrima) 
from “Mission scientifique au Mexique et dans l’Amérique centrale” 
by Auguste Duméril, 1870–1909.

FIg. 8. Head of male Eurycea q. quadridigitata from “The Salaman-
ders of the Family Plethodontidae” by E. R. Dunn, 1926. 
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In 1823, Hemprich and Ehrenberg sailed across the Gulf of Suez 
to El Tur on the south-west coast of the Sinai peninsula, remaining 
there for nine months. During this time they visited Mount Sinai, 
and Ehrenberg became one of the first naturalists to study the ma-
rine life of the Red Sea. In 1824 they visited the Lebanon, traveling 
inland from Beirut to the summit of the Jebel Liban and making 
their base at Bcharre. In August they returned to Egypt. 

In November they set off again along the coasts of the Red 
Sea, calling at various ports including Jidda. They eventually 

arrived in the Eritrean port of Massawa, their intention being to 
visit the highlands of Abyssinia. Unfortunately, Hemprich died 
in Massawa of fever, and Ehrenberg buried him on the island of 
Toalul. Ehrenberg retuned to Europe, and in 1828 published an 
account of their discoveries, under both their names, entitled 
Symbolae Physicae. The specimens collected by the expedition 
were deposited at the Museum für Naturkunde Berlin: they 
included 46,000 botanical specimens of 3000 species, and 34,000 
animal specimens of 4000 species (many of which were new to 
science). Hemprich is commemorated in the names of a gull, a 
hornbill, a fossil pseudoscorpion, a skink, and a coralsnake. 

See Bauer (2000. The Symbolae Physicae and the herpetology 
of Hemprich and Ehrenberg’s expedition to Egypt and the Middle 
East. Newsletter and Bulletin of the International Society for the 
History and Bibliography of Herpetology 2:8–16).

Johann Friedrich von Eschscholtz (1793–1831) 
Eschscholtz served as surgeon and naturalist on the first 

voyage of the Russian expeditionary ship Rurik under the 
command of Otto von Kotzebue. From 1815 to 1818, the 
expedition circumnavigated the globe for the purposes of 
seeking a Northwest Passage and exploring the lands bordering 
the Pacific Ocean. Kotzebue published a three-volume account 
of the expedition. 

FIg. 9. Desert Monitor (Varanus griseus) from “Symbolae Physicae-
Zoologica” by Christian Gottfried Ehrenberg, 1828.

FIg. 10. Eschscholtz published illustrated descriptions of the new 
fauna he encountered in Zoologischer Atlas, 1829–1833, and pro-
vided further information in System der Akalephen, 1829. Pictured is 
Olive Ridley Sea Turtle (now Lepidochelys olivacea).

FIg. 11. Indian Cobra (Naja trupidians now Naja naja) from “The 
thanatophidia of India : being a description of the venomous snakes 
of the Indian Peninsula, with an account of the influence of their poi-
son on life and a series of experiments/” by Joseph Fayrer in 1874.  
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In 1823, Kotzebue was commissioned to return to the North 
Pacific and then proceed to Alaska to protect the Russian 
American Company from smugglers. Eschscholtz accepted an 
offer to participate in this second voyage as well and amassed 
collections of natural history specimens, including impressive 
insect collections made in Hawaii, Alaska, and California. After 
a voyage of three years, the expedition returned home in July 
1826. 

In 1830 Kotzebue and Eschscholtz published a report 
of their voyage titled A new voyage round the world in the 
years 1823, 24, 25, and 26. Eschscholtz published illustrated 
descriptions of the new fauna he encountered in Zoologischer 
Atlas, 1829–1833; and provided further information in System 
der Akalephen, 1829.

Joseph Fayrer (1824–1907)
Fayrer’s most popular book, with spectacular colored plates, 

was “The thanatophidia of India : being a description of the 
venomous snakes of the Indian Peninsula, with an account of 
the influence of their poison on life and a series of experiments” 
(1874). 

Eric Thomas Brazil Francis
“The Anatomy of the Salamander” is the standard text of 

salamander anatomy even today, including osteology, myology, 
nervous system, and internal organs. The subject in this 
highly acclaimed book is the Fire Salamander (Salamandra 
salamandra). The content is based on his doctoral dissertation. 
Most of the 25 plates (84 figures) were drawn by Francis. 
Reprinted in SSAR Facsimile Series.

Louis-Claude de Saulses de Freycinet (1779–1841)
Louis Claude de Saulces de Freycinet was a French navigator. 

He circumnavigated the earth and published the first map to 
show a full outline of the coastline of Australia in 1811.

The tortoise complex or Galápagos giant tortoise complex 
(Chelonoidis niger and related species) are the largest living 
species of tortoise. Today, giant tortoises exist on only two 
remote archipelagos: the Galápagos Islands 1000 km due west 
of mainland Ecuador; and Aldabrachelys gigantea of Aldabra in 
the Indian Ocean, 700 km east of Tanzania. 

The Galápagos tortoises are native to seven of the 
Galápagos Islands, a volcanic archipelago about 1,000 km 
(620 mi) west of the Ecuadorian mainland. This decline was 

caused by overexploitation of the species for meat and oil, 
habitat clearance for agriculture, and introduction of non-
native animals to the islands, such as rats, goats, and pigs. The 
extinction of most giant tortoise lineages is thought to have 
also been caused by predation by humans or human ancestors, 
as the tortoises themselves have no natural predators. Tortoise 
populations on at least three islands have become extinct in 
historical times due to human activities. Conservation efforts, 
beginning in the 20th century, have resulted in thousands of 
captive-bred juveniles being released onto their ancestral 
home islands, and the total number of the species is estimated 
to have exceeded 19,000 at the start of the 21st century. Despite 
this rebound, the species as a whole is classified as “vulnerable” 
by the International Union for Conservation of Nature.

Samuel Walton Garman (1843–1927)
Garman was a friend and correspondent of the naturalist 

Edward Drinker Cope, and in 1872 accompanied him on 
a fossil hunting trip to Wyoming. A year later, he became 
assistant director of herpetology and ichthyology at Harvard’s 
Museum of Comparative Zoology. His work was mostly in 
the classification of fish, especially sharks, but also included 
reptiles and amphibians.

IMPRINT: The Center for North American Herpetology, 
Facsimile Reprint Series, Number 10, 2007.

FIg. 12. Colored frontispiece of Fire Salamander (Salamandra sala-
mandra) from “The Anatomy of the Salamander” by E. T. B. Francis 
(1934). 

FIg. 13. Tortue Noire = Black Tortoise (Testudo nigra) now Charles 
Island Giant Tortoise (Chelonoidis niger) from “Voyage autour du 
monde, entrepris par ordre du roi. Exécuté sur les corvettes de S.M. 
l’Uranie et la Physicienne, pendant les années 1817, 1818, 1819 et 
1820” by Louis Claude de Saulces de Freycinet.
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Claude Gay (1800–1873)
Gay was a French botanist, naturalist, and illustrator, who 

researched Chilean flora, fauna, geology, and geography. The 
Cordillera Claudio Gay in the Atacama Region of Chile is named 
after him. Much of the region is desert, known for considerable 
mineral resources. Numerous flora and fauna species are found 
in the Atacama Region.

Antoine Alphonse Guichenot (1809–1876)
Guichenot was a French zoologist specializing in herpetology 

and ichthyology. He was the son of a gardener at the Muséum 
national d’histoire naturelle (Jardin des Plantes) and received 
his education there. In 1833 he became a taxidermist at the 
Department of Herpetology of the museum. From 1856 until his 
retirement in 1872, he was an assistant naturalist at the museum. 
He described the Eyelash or Crested Gecko (Correlophus ciliatus 
GUICHENOT, 1866). He published the section Pisces (1848) in 
the Historia fésica v poltica de Chile, edited by Claudio Gay. 

Howard K. Gloyd (1902–1978) and Roger Conant (1909–2003)
Gloyd maintained a strong interest in rattlesnakes throughout 

his career, culminating in this classic treatment in his book “The 
Rattlesnakes, Genera Sistrurus and Crotalus. A Study in 
Zoogeography and Evolution” (1940, reprinted by SSAR in 
1978). In the early 1930s, Gloyd and Conant began to study 
the New World copperheads, cottonmouths, and cantils, and 
added their Old World relatives in Europe, Asia, and Africa. 
Gloyd died eleven years prior to publication, but Conant told 
me that the book was Gloyd’s monograph, which Conant only 
updated and shepherded to its eventual printing by SSAR. The 
title is “Snakes of the Agkistrodon Complex: A Monographic 
Study,” a comprehensive treatment of four genera: Agkistrodon, 
Calloselasma, Deinagkistrodon, and Hypnale, and includes 
nine supplementary chapters by leading specialists. Since the 
study took over half a century to complete, Conant told me that 
he wrote all references by hand on index cards, stressing that 
there were no computer programs or copy machines available 
and many of the contents had to be rewritten from typewritten 
copies (if there was a mistake there was no opaque white liquid 
paint to eliminate the error so the whole page had to be retyped) 
into word processing formats. Since he was an adjunct professor 

FIg. 14. “The Reptiles and Batrachians of North America” by Samuel 
Garman, 1883. Memoirs of the Museum of Comparative Zoölogy at 
Harvard College; volume 8, no. 3, Yeoman Press, Frankfort, Kentucky. 
Facsimile Reprint Series number 10, issued in 2007 by The Center for 
North American Herpetology.

FIg. 15. Dendrobatids, hylids, and bufonids from “Historia fisica y 
politica de Chile segun documentos adquiridos en esta republica du-
rante doce anos de residencia en ella y publicada bajo los auspicios 
del supremo gobierno” by Claude Gay, 1844–1871.

FIg. 16. Moorish Viper (Echidna maurantica now Daboia mauritan-
ica) from “Exploration scientifique de l’Algérie pendant les années 
1840, 1841, 1842,” by Antoine Alphonse Guichenot, 1844–1867.
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at the University of New Mexico mentoring students, he was 
exasperated when they were told to go to the library across 
campus to research items, complaining all the while that they 
could search for the same material much faster off the internet. 

Bill Lamar (pers. comm.) related the following story about 
Roger’s incredible attention to detail: 

 
“years ago whILe readIng the FILes oF the Late w. LesLIe burg-
er, I ran across soMe exchanges he had wIth roger conant re-
gardIng an enIgMatIc south aMerIcan PItvIPer. conant had 
receIved It at the PhILadeLPhIa zoo FroM hILda heLLer, wIdow 
oF the ceLebrated coLLector edMund heLLer; she had ob-
taIned the snake In southeastern Peru. the archIve IncLuded an 
IMMacuLate PhotograPh oF the snake taken by Isa-
beLLe hunt conant and I IMMedIateLy recognIzed It as 
a new sPecIes. knowIng roger wouLd LIkeLy have dePos-
Ited the snake In a coLLectIon uPon Its deMIse, I contacted 
hIM. the exchange was In 1955 so roger was uncer-
taIn; he oFFered to send Me hIs FILe oF corresPondence 
wIth burger For that year. In due tIMe I receIved an IM-
MacuLate ParceL contaInIng a FoLder that stunned Me 
For two reasons. It was coMPLete and PerFectLy organIzed, In-
cLudIng not onLy theIr Letters but aLso hand-wrItten tran-
scrIPts oF theIr Phone conversatIons. I was abLe to track down 
the snake In QuestIon. the addItIonaL IteM oF Interest was In a 
Letter FroM burger In whIch he reLated that hobart “sMItty” 
sMIth had just been on the receIvIng end oF a revIew FroM eM-
Mett reId “dIxIe” dunn that was so devastatIngLy crItIcaL sMIth 

had vowed to abandon herPetoLogy For entoMoLogy! the two 
takeaways were the extraordInary attentIon to detaIL and order-
LIness dIsPLayed by conant and the Fact that our herPetoLogIcaL 
Icons suFFered through InternecIne wars and tough tIMes just LIke 
we do. the snake In QuestIon was just descrIbed Last year as Bo-
throps monsignifer.”

John Edward Gray (1800–1875)
A British zoologist, Gray was keeper (curator) of zoology at 

the British Museum in London from 1840 until late 1874, before 
the natural history holdings were split off to the Natural History 
Museum. He published several catalogues of the museum 
collections that included comprehensive discussions of animal 
groups and descriptions of new species. He improved the 
zoological collections to make them among the best in the world.

He collaborated with Benjamin Waterhouse Hawkins, the 
noted natural history artist, in producing Gleanings from the 
Menagerie at Knowsley. The menagerie at Knowsley Hall, near 
Liverpool, was one of the largest private menageries in Victorian 
England. Gray was an accomplished watercolor artist and 
landscape painter, as well as philatelist. 

During his 50 years employed at the British Museum, Gray 
wrote nearly 500 papers, including many descriptions of species 
new to science. These had been presented to the museum by 
collectors from around the world and included all branches of 
zoology. He described more than 300 species and subspecies of 
reptiles, only surpassed by his successors at the British Museum, 

FIg. 17. Frontispiece from “Snakes of the Agkistrodon Complex: A 
Monographic Review” by Howard K. Gloyd and Roger Conant. 

FIg. 18. Cobra from “Illustrations of Indian Zoology Chiefly Selected 
from the Collection of Maj.-Gen. Hardwicke” by John Edward Gray, 
1830–1835.
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George A. Boulenger and Albert Günther, and the American 
zoologist Edward D. Cope. One genus of snakes (Grayia) and 
about nine species of vertebrates bear his name.

Catherine Cooper Hopley (1817–1911) [also known by the 
pen-name Sarah L. Jones] 

Hopley was a British author, governess, artist, and naturalist 
known for her books on the American Civil War and nature 
books for general audiences. She became increasingly interested 
in reptiles and amphibians. She worked in the Gardens of the 
London Zoological Society (the precursor to today’s London 
Zoo), and published short notes on snakes, fish, and insects 
in journals. Her 1882 book Snakes: Curiosities and Wonders of 
Serpent Life was the first popular book on snakes in English. 
The British Quarterly Review described Snakes as “the most 
thorough, the most complete, and the most popularly readable 
that has been published in English on the subject.” Snakes 
includes detailed observation of feeding behavior in snakes, 
including the mechanism by which Xenodon snakes erect their 
teeth in a viper-like fashion, an observation that predates those 
by E. G. Boulenger (generally credited with the description) by 
over 30 years. 

Howard Atwood Kelly (1858–1943)
Kelly was an American gynecologist, and with William 

Halsted and William Welch were the founding professors at the 
Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland. He is credited 
with establishing gynecology as a specialty by developing new 
surgical techniques to gynecological diseases and pathological 
research. He developed several medical innovations, including 
the improved cystoscope, Kelly’s clamp, Kelly’s speculum, and 
Kelly’s forceps.

His 1936 book “Snakes of Maryland,” was coauthored 
by Audrey W. Davis and Harry C. Robinson and beautifully 
illustrated with watercolors, some in color, by Richard F. Deckert.

James Roy Kinghorn (1891–1983)
Kinghorn was an Australian naturalist, a longtime curator 

at the Australian Museum, and a well-known lecturer and 

broadcaster. His publications include studies on herps of New 
Guinea and Solomon Islands. His booklet The Dangerous Snakes 
of the South-west Pacific Area covered Indonesia, Philippines, 
Indonesia and Australia, used by Australian and American 
troops during wartime. A Scrub python (Simalia kinghorni) and 
the Red-tailed Soil-crevice Skink (Proablepharus kinghorni now 
Austroablepharus) were named for him. 

Johann Ludwig (Louis) Gerard Krefft (1830–1881)
Gerard Krefft served as one of the Australian Museum’s 

earliest curators (1864–1874), but was then fired for being 
an evolutionist. He was physically removed from office in a 
public and humiliating manner, carried in his chair to the door 
of the museum and thrown into the street. He was accused of 
drunkenness, falsifying attendance records, and even allowing 
the sale of dirty postcards. He subsequently brought an action 
against one of the trustees and obtained a verdict for £250. He 
went on to sue for unfair dismissal and the government agreed 
to pay some compensation, but for various reasons, including 
that he refused to accept the terms under which it was offered, 
the funds were not forthcoming. Krefft was one of the very few 
supporters of Darwinism in Australia during the 1870s and he was 
one of Australia’s first and greatest zoologists and paleontologists. 
He was honored in the scientific names of two reptiles endemic 
to Australia: Cacophis krefftii, a species of venomous snake; and 

FIg. 19. Frontispiece from “Snakes: Curiosities and Wonders of Ser-
pent Life” by Catherine Hopley, 1882. Many of her observations were 
made at London Zoo.

FIg. 20. Howard Atwood Kelly’s 1936 book “Snakes of Maryland,” was 
coauthored by Audrey W. Davis and Harry C. Robinson and beautifully 
illustrated with watercolors, some in color, by Richard F. Deckert.

FIg. 21. Venomous Australian elapid (Demansia ornaticeps now D. 
olivacea) from “Snakes of Australia,” first published as a field guide 
in 1920, with expanded editions in 1956 and 1964. 



Herpetological Review 51(3), 2020

659659

Emydura macquarii krefftii, a subspecies of freshwater turtle. 
The mountain group of Krefftberget at Barentsøya, Svalbard, is 
named after him.

William Elford Leach (1790–1836)
From 1813, Leach focused on zoology and was employed as 

an Assistant Librarian in the Natural History Department of the 
British Museum, where he was responsible for the zoological 
collections. He reorganized and modernized these collections, 
many of which had been neglected since Hans Sloane left them 
to the nation. After eight years, he suffered a nervous breakdown 
and became unable to continue his researches. One year later, 
he resigned from the museum and his elder sister Jane took him 
to continental Europe to convalesce, living in Italy and Malta. He 
died from cholera on 25 August 1836. 

Leach was involved with George Shaw in the highly 
acclaimed 24-volume set entitled The naturalist’s miscellany, or 
Coloured figures of natural objects with an array of lovely plates of 

mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates, insects and 
so on. Leach is commemorated in the scientific names of two 
species of lizards, Anolis leachii and Rhacodactylus leachianus. 

Louis Charles Émile Lortet (1836–1909)
Lortet was a French physician, botanist, zoologist and 

Egyptologist, who was director (1877–1906) of the natural history 
museum in Lyon. Lortet was highly acclaimed for his scientific 
and zoological expeditions to Syria, Lebanon, and Egypt. His 
magnum opus was Observations sur les Tortues terrestres et 
paludines du Bassin de la Méditerranée in 1887, which covered 
nine species of turtles and tortoises, outlining coloration, 
distribution, habits, and reproduction. The nine lithographed 
plates (some colored) included the first illustration of the highly 
endangered Testudo kleinmanni, named after the collector. FIg. 22. Black-headed Python (Description of Aspidiotes melanocepha-

lus, a new snake from Port Denison, N.E. Australia 1869 now Aspidites 
melanocephalus) from “The Snakes of Australia : an illustrated and 
descriptive catalogue of all the known species /” by Johann Ludwig 
(Louis) Gerard Krefft, 1832–1910. Illustrated by Helena Forde and Har-
riet Scott.

FIg. 23. Common Death Adder (Boa ambigua LEACH 1814:12 [nomen 
nudum] now Acanthophis antarcticus) in “The zoological miscellany 
being descriptions of new, or interesting animals” by William Leach, 
1814–1817.

FIg. 24. Greek Tortoise (Testudo g. graeca) in “Observations sur les 
Tortues terrestres et paludines du Bassin de la Méditerranée” by 
Louis-Charles E. Lortet in 1887.


