
SPEED THINKING #2 
US



HOMO EVOLUTIS

“We’re going to move from 
a Homo sapiens into a Homo 
evolutis:
a hominid that takes direct 
control over the evolution 
of their species, and other 
species.”

-Juan Enriquez,
Futurist

https://www.ted.com/talks/juan_enriquez_what_will_humans_look_like_in_100_years
http://www.superusual.net


ST2-1 
MY AUGMENTED BODY



Humans have been augmenting our 
bodies for thousands of years to make 
us dominant species on the planet.

CONTEXT



There is also long tradition of not 
augmenting and complementing but 
body replacement parts.

HISTORY

Götz von Berlichingen, early 1500s



Body prosthesis became better, more 
efficient and more versatile than the 
parts they replace.

PRESENT

“We the people need not to 
accept our limitations, but 
transcend disability through 
technological innovation.”

- Hugh Herr,
Engineer, biophysicist and rock climber.

https://www.ted.com/talks/hugh_herr_the_new_bionics_that_let_us_run_climb_and_dance
http://www.superusual.net


Should we keep changing  the environment to ourselves, 
or start adopting ourselves to the environment?ADOPTATION

“Designs For Overpopulated Planet - #1, Foragers” - Dunne and Raby “Pale Blue Dot”, Carl Sagan

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmP4Xzt0rN4
http://www.superusual.net


Soon, prosthetis will not only be used 
to fix what’s broken: people will start 
wilfully transforming themselves by 
creating super bodies.

THRESHOLD
OF DESIRE

Aimee Mullins, athlete with Hugh Herr.



Right now, your own DNA can already 
be used to create replicas of some of 
your own internal organs.

FARMING 
PRIVATE PARTS

Anthony Atala, printing a human kidney

https://www.ted.com/talks/anthony_atala_printing_a_human_kidney
http://www.superusual.net


Soon we will be able to design babies 
to have desired traits. What kind of 
human beings this will create, and 
how will we relate to them?

DESIGN BETTER
HUMANS

“Gattaca”,  Andrew Niccol





ST2-2 
BEAUTY AND IDENTITY



Our new body extension are not only 
on the verge of being desirable for its 
function but for their aesthetics, too.

“How tall do I want to be tonight?”
- Aimee Mullins

- her friend

“That’s not fair!”

THRESHOLD
OF ENVY



As our culture and social dynamics 
change, so does the idea of beauty.HISTORY

Louis XV of France, XIX century



In our future cultural context, the 
turning point will be when we accept 
external elements as our own.

BODY/MIND
INTEGRITY

Amy Purdy,
actor, model, author and olympic snowboarder.



This will open up whole new range of 
opportunities for self expression.SELF EXPRESSION

“Body Architecture”, by Lucy McRae

https://www.ted.com/talks/lucy_mcrae_how_can_technology_transform_the_human_body
http://www.superusual.net


New tools for empathy will pave ways for better 
understanding of traditionally unconventional 
identities.

IDENTITY

“Penis Cybernetique”, Sputniko! “Menstruating Machine”, Sputniko!





ST2-3 
AUGMENTED MIND



- Steve Jobs
“The computer is a bycicle for our minds.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rTRzYjoZhIY


(noun)  Information that a person does 
not know, but can access as needed 
using technology.

- Steve Jobs

PROSTHETIC
KNOWLEDGE

“The computer is a bycicle for our minds.”



Use of technology has already started to change the 
way our brains work on a psysiological level.MIND CHANGE

Trying to remember something? Don’t sweat it - Google it!



What we’re looking at is no longer only 
an extension of the physical self, but... EXTENSION OF 

MENTAL SELF

- Amber Case
“We are all cyborgs now.”

http://www.ted.com/talks/amber_case_we_are_all_cyborgs_now


As we get to know what each part 
of the brain does, we are starting to 
develop brain-to-machine interfaces.

MAPPING THE BRAIN



Potential to use external sources  
(cloud computers) for faster 
computation and memory storage.

OUTSOURCED 
MIND

“Black Mirror : The Entire History Of You”, TV Series for BBC



Initial artificial intelligence was task-
specific, unable to think creatively.
New generation of machine learning 
algorhitms are changing that.

ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE

Grandmaster Gary Kasparov loses to IBM’s Deep Blue in 1997

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deep_Blue_versus_Garry_Kasparov


Evolution has shown that 
consciousness and emotions emerge 
from increased neural complexity.

ARTIFICIAL 
CONSCIOUSNESS?



We will either blend with AI, or risk 
being treated the way we now treat 
inferior beings.

EVOLVE OR 
BE ENSLAVED?





ST2-4 
MEANING OF LIFE



Positive psychology mapped 3 
contributing elements:PSYCHOLOGY

OF HAPPINESS



Having as much pleasure and as 
many positive emotions as you can. 
There are tricks and shortcuts to 
pleasure but not to happiness.

HAPPINESS #1:
PLEASANT LIFE



Know your true strenghts and cract 
your life in such way to to use them in 
your work and leisure...

HAPPINESS #2:
ENGAGED LIFE



... as well as  your relationships: love,  
parenting and friendships.HAPPINESS #2:

ENGAGED LIFE



Know your strengths and engage them 
in something bigger than yourself.HAPPINESS #3:

MEANINGFUL LIFE



One seminal book.
One fantastic insight.
One how-to manual.

WANT TO 
KNOW MORE?



Will work and leisure blend together 
in order to help each of us achieve our 
true potential?

INTELLECTUAL
ENGAGEMENT



How the alterations to our mind will 
affect the future of our relationships.EMOTIONAL

ENGAGEMENT



Will we increasingly become 
emotionally attached to artificial life 
forms?

TRANS-HUMAN
LOVE

A man falls in love with an operating system in “Her”, by Spike Jonze



Will these changes keep alienating us 
from our peers, or will they present 
an opportunity to increased empathy 
and do good?

EMPATHY




