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Course Description
Our world is undergoing profound transformations that will shape international politics in the
twenty-first century. In the past few years, we have seen disillusionment with democracy, the
breakdown of international institutions and agreements, economic dislocation, and the erosion
of civic trust. This course introduces students to the study of international politics. The actions
and interactions of governments, groups and citizens is increasingly complex and interdependent.
Knowledge of world affairs is a central element of the study of politics in the modern era. This
course provides students with the basic analytical tools needed to understand and explain a vari-
ety of phenomena such as war, terrorism, globalization, environmental cooperation, and human
rights agreements. This provides a starting point for further study of world politics, international
security, international political economy, and international institutions.

Course Objectives
By the end of this course, students should be able to:

• understand key actors, institutions, and processes governing the globe;

• identify and understand the evolution of the American world order; and

• evaluate scholarly work and develop clear arguments about global politics.

Required Texts
There is one required text for the course. We will discuss options for getting the text during the
first class. In the class schedule, it is referred to as FLS.

Jeffry A. Frieden, David A. Lake, and Kenneth A. Schultz, World Politics: Interests, Interactions,
Institutions, 4th ed. (W.W. Norton & Company, 2018).

Course Policies
Please use the information below as a reference for how this class will be conducted. I would ask
that you review this information before contacting me with any questions.
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Grading Policy

• Quizzes (20%) - quizzes will occur weekly. Quizzes will never be more than 5 questions long
and will be promptly taken at the beginning of each discussion section. They will concern
the material covered in class the previous week. All quiz questions will be provided to the
students prior to the quiz. Students will be notified of all upcoming quizzes and no “pop
quizzes” will ever be given. Quizzes cannot be failed until the end of the term. Any quiz
graded lower than a ‘C’ will be given an ‘R’ (retake). Students are provided the opportunity
to retake any quiz on which they got an ‘R’ any time prior to the last day of class during
office hours or other arrangements made with the instructor. All ‘R’ grades still remaining
after the last day of class will be converted to an F.

• Simulation (20%) - students will participate in a simulation exercise. Assigned various na-
tional roles, students, grouped into teams, will be tasked with devising a national policy
responding to a set of global circumstances. Students will be graded based on their individ-
ual contributions to this exercise. We will discuss the specifics of the simulation in detail in
class.

• In-class midterm (30%) - One test will be administered at the end of the first section of the
course. Midterm question options will be provided ahead of time, and the midterm exam
will consist of questions randomly chosen from that list of questions.

• Take-home final paper (30%) - Essay topics will be provided at least two weeks in advance
and students may choose from a variety of potential essay questions. Essays must all be
submitted electronically and late papers will not be accepted without a legitimate and docu-
mented excuse. Students are not expected to do outside research for the essays, but they are
encouraged to draw upon primary sources or research provided by the instructor. Papers
will be roughly 3-4 pages in length.

Attendance Policy

You should attendance class because of a genuine curiosity about the course material, not because
of a mandate. I do not take or require attendance, nor will attendance have any direct bearing
on your grade. I recognize that school is hard, life is unpredictable, and competing life priorities
vary. However, attendance is important to learning. The course readings are a complement to
the lectures and in-class discussions, rather than the other way around. Attendance will have an
indirect impact on your grade insofar as it impacts your ability to learn the material.

E-mail Policy

I honor and respect boundaries around personal time, well-being, care taking, and rest. Should
you receive correspondence from me during a time that you’re engaging in any of the above,
please protect your time and wait to respond until you’re next working in front of a computer. On
my end, teaching this class is an important part of my job that I will give my full attention during
my work hours. At the same time, my work hours are not 24/7. Those are typically 8am-5pm on
weekdays. I do not expect you to do work for this course on the weekends, and I ask that the same
be expected of me. I am unlikely to respond to emails outside of those hours or on weekends.

All emails should abide by the following:

• Always use your university email address and communicate via the instructor’s university
email address. This ensures emails do not get lost in spam
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• Identify the course name and number in the subject line

• Bold any dates or times

• Requests should be their own paragraph, rather than buried in a larger block of text

• Email signatures should include your first and last name as well as student ID number

• Keep it brief and direct, no need for pleasantries. While I appreciate humanizing education,
your email does not need to find me well

• Do not read into or be made anxious by brief and direct replies. I try to minimize time spent
on emails, so assume I am reading and responding to any email from my phone.

Health

Finally, health (physical, mental, social) is always important, but especially now. I am going to
work on an honor system more than in the past. If you are unable to complete an assignment on
time, please let your GTA know before the due date. We will rely on you to be responsible in not
taking advantage of our trust. We won’t ask for justifications or notes, etc. Just let us know when
circumstances prevent you from being the student you wish to be. Please do not suffer in silence.
A variety of resources on and off campus are available to help you get better, or stay better. I
list some here in the syllabus. Others are available on the university website. If you have any
questions, please ask your GTA or myself. We will attempt to assist you or refer you to someone
who can.

As your professor, I value your health and well being. Audre Lorde once said, “Caring for myself
is not self-indulgence, it is self-preservation, and that is an act of political warfare.” Please see
your wellness has an act of power and perseverance. The core to your success. Hold each other
accountable. Hold me accountable. In order to succeed in my class, in college and beyond, you
must work hard and balance the work with rest, exercise and attention to your mental and physical
health.

Yes, I plan to challenge you. There will be rigorous reading, weekly writing assignments, and
concepts that will challenge your thinking. By the end of this class, I hope you will feel proud of
your growth and learning much like the marathoner feels accomplished by their triumphs across
the finish line.

However, this work cannot be at the expense of your well being. Working until exhaustion is NOT
a badge of honor; it shows that you are out of balance. As such, I plan to model well being as a
value in my class. There will be constant reminders about finding productive and healthy ways
to find silence, relax, breathe, meditate and seek peace. In that silence, we often find our greatest
inspiration and the space to think new, creative thoughts. Finally, I will encourage you to have
fun, celebrate, enjoy the small moments of college that are often your greatest memories. I will try
to bring that joy to you even when the stress of this semester starts to loom.

Academic Dishonesty Policy

Submitting any assignment in this course implies that you agree to the university’s policies as
listed in the Principles of Community and the Student Code of Conduct. Academic misconduct
includes (but is not limited to): using another person’s words as your own, asking someone else
to write any part of an assignment you submit as your own, failing to cite material from another
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source, editing/rephrasing someone else’s words as your own. The Policy on Integrity of Scholar-
ship lists some of the standards by which you are expected to complete assignments in this course.
Students needing assistance may consult with the instructor or the teaching assistants. You are
encouraged to use authorized university writing resources. No other person or resource may be
used to assist you in writing any assignment without express permission from the instructor. Ex-
ceptions will be made for a disability or other personal need. Please consult with the instructor
if you are unclear about this policy or believe you need the assistance of other persons or online
resources. You may not use a tutor. You may not consult or collaborate with other students for
writing assignments. You may not refer to online grammar or translation sources such as Google
Translate or Grammarly (grammar is not graded).

Diversity within the Classroom

The TA(s) and I are fully committed to creating a learning environment that supports diversity of
thought, perspectives, experiences, and identities. We urge each of you to contribute your unique
perspectives to discussions of course questions, themes, and materials so that we can learn from
them, and from each other. I want students to learn to see from each other’s points of view even
if they disagree with what each other say, and to learn to accept each other as fellow scholars.
Every person in this class will have an equal chance to speak and share their opinion with the
understanding that they must give each other the same respect and understanding. This class will
explore issues that may be contentious. I expect that all students treat each other with respect.
This means that all arguments in the class should be based on factual assertions as opposed to
demeaning insults. Finally, I will not tolerate the denigration of anyone in the class because of their
adopted or prescribed social, religious, political, ethnic, racial, gender-based or sexual identities.
If you should ever feel excluded, or unable to fully participate in class for any reason, please let
me know, or you may also submit anonymous written feedback to the Department of Political
Science’s Undergraduate Advisor.

Additional Learning Needs

Each of us has a different learning style, and I will do my best to accommodate diverse learning
needs in the class. If you need any kind of accommodation, please come talk to me as soon as you
can so we can arrange a style of learning that works for you. I also refer you to the university’s
Learning Needs Center for more information on resources that you can use to help you get the
most out of this class.

Students requesting accommodations for this course due to a disability must provide a current
Authorization for Accommodation (AFA) letter issued by the Office for Students with Disabilities
. Students are required to discuss accommodation arrangements with instructors and OSD liaisons
in the department well in advance of any exams.

4/6



Introduction to International Relations (undergraduate) – Fall 2022

Class Schedule
I expect students to have read the assigned readings before class. This does not mean just skim-
ming reading, but engaging critically with the scholarship. In particular, look for passages that
you disagree with or that seem unclear to you, as these are likely ones that could benefit from
further discussion in class. I recommend that, if at all possible, students find a way to mark up the
articles or books as they are read to improve reading comprehension.

Framework

Week 1, September 5 : Introduction and Historical Context

• FLS Chapter 1

Week 2, September 12 : Interests, interactions, and institutions

• FLS Chapter 2

International conflict

Week 3, September 19 : Why war

• FLS Chapter 3

Week 4, September 26 : Domestic politics and war

• FLS Chapter 4

Week 5, October 3 : International institutions and war

• FLS Chapter 5

Week 6, October 10 : Non-state actors

• FLS Chapter 6

Week 7, October 17 : In-class Midterm

International political economy

Week 8, October 24 : International trade

• FLS Chapter 7

Week 9, October 31 : International finance

• FLS Chapter 8

Week 10, November 7 : International monetary relations

• FLS Chapter 9

Week 11, November 14 : Development, poverty and growth

• FLS Chapter 10

Week 12, November 21 : Flex week

In-section Simulation
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Global governance and cooperation

Week 13, November 28 : International law, norms, and human rights

• FLS Chapter 11-12

Week 14, December 5 : Global environment

• FLS Chapter 13

Week 15, December 12 : Flex week

Looking ahead

Week 16, December 19 : Challenges to the global order

• FLS Chapter 14

Take home final paper due
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