
 
 
  

BWA General Council Resolution 2014.1 

 

Encouraging Discipleship in Turkey  

The General Council of the Baptist World Alliance, meeting in Izmir, Turkey, July 9-11, 2014: 
RECOGNIZES the courage and faithfulness of the disciples of Christ in the nation of Turkey;  

ACKNOWLEDGES the government's efforts towards mutual respect and tolerance among different 
religious groups, which help promote peace and harmony among all of its peoples;  

REJOICES in the steps taken to increase religious freedom for people of all faiths, and positively 
anticipates these freedoms becoming more comprehensive, in accordance with Article 18 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and also Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights;  

EXPRESSES prayerful support for disciples in The Alliance of Baptist Churches in Turkey and in every 
other Christian group in Turkey, historic or more recent;  

REPENTS of any failure to serve, support and prayerfully encourage Turkish Christians in more relevant 
and meaningful ways;  

ENCOURAGES all Baptists in Turkey as they embrace their role and purpose in the redemptive work of 
God, and continue to courageously follow Jesus and to share the message of the Gospel in culturally 
relevant ways;  

ASKS Baptists around the world to pray faithfully for fellow disciples of Christ Jesus in Turkey and to 
practically support them, as the Lord leads, that they may be encouraged in continuing to live out their 
faith in a way which blesses their Lord and their nation; and  

URGES all Baptists to engage more actively in the redemptive work of God and to be more intentional in 
discovering ways of following Jesus that are relevant to their local circumstances.  
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For more information about Baptist World Alliance resolutions, visit BaptistWorld.org/resolutions. 
Since its formation in 1905, the Baptist World Alliance has networked the global Baptist family to impact 
the world for Christ with a commitment to strengthen worship, fellowship and unity; lead in mission and 
evangelism; respond to people in need through aid, relief, and community development; defend religious 
freedom, human rights, and justice; and advance theological reflection and leadership development. 
 


