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Welcome to 
Christianity For Today!

This program offers an understanding of Christianity within the context of 
our modern worldview as successors to the Renaissance and the 
Enlightenment.

As Rob Bell affirms: "Times change.  God doesn't, but times do.  We learn 
and grow, and the world around us shifts, and the Christian faith is alive 
only when it is listening morphing innovating letting go of whatever has 
gotten in the way of Jesus and embracing whatever will help us be more 
and more the people God wants us to be.”

This program is designed to address obstacles that may be blocking the 
opportunity to establish a relationship with the mystery of God.  Absolutely 
nothing within this presentation is meant to change existing beliefs that 
nourish your relationship with God.  

All information in this program is biblically based, grounded in mainstream 
science, and consistent with the theology of the Presbyterian Church 
USA.  
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Objective

To demonstrate that there is harmony between 
Christianity and the present age of big bang 
cosmology, evolution, unveiling of the human 
genome, and general skepticism.
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Topics to be Covered

1. Beliefs Matter!

2. Expanding Our Image of God 

3. Dealing with Doctrines

4. Dealing with the Ultra Rational Mind

5. Quantum Physics – ‘Reality’ is not what we think it is! 

6. The Big Bang Theory and God

7. Evolution – Part of God’s Creation?

8. God within Us - Our Brains and Consciousness

9. Is the Resurrection Real? 
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Everyone Has a Worldview

• Everybody has a belief 
system:

• God
• Science
• Philosophy 
• Agnosticism
• Atheism 
• Spiritualism
• Social Causes
• Self
• Humanism
• Multiple Religions and 

Denominations 7



We Learned Our Belief System 
from Somebody

“We learn to live by living together with others, and by living like them – a 
process which has disadvantages as well as blessings.  The greatest of 
disadvantages is that we are too prone to welcome everybody else’s 
wrong solution to the problems of life.” Thomas Merton

Over time, we eventually develop our own beliefs.  However, even when 
we have religious views that we question, it is difficult to consider 
amending ingrained beliefs; especially those that have been embedded 
since childhood by family, friends, schooling, and even well-meaning 
religious traditions. 8



Beliefs Affect Both 
Our Lives and Society

Nonreligious affiliation leads to marked 
increases in suicide rates, familial 
tensions, drug abuse, and a sense of 
meaninglessness and despondency.  
American Journal of Psychiatry
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Spirituality is the Foundation of Happiness
Bryan Walsh

• … scientists have found, again and again, that those with a spiritual 
practice or who follow religious beliefs tend to be happier than those 
who don’t.  Study after study has found that religious people tend to be 
less depressed and less anxious than nonbelievers, and better able to 
handle the vicissitudes of life than nonbelievers.  

• A 2015 survey by researchers at the London School of Economics and 
the Erasmus University Medical Center in the Netherlands found that 
participating in a religious organization was the only social activity 
associated with sustained happiness—even more than volunteering for 
a charity, taking educational courses or participating in a political or 
community organization.  It’s as if a sense of spirituality and an active, 
social religious practice were an effective vaccine against the virus of 
unhappiness.
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Accurate Beliefs Are Important! 
They Affect Our Self-worth & 

Capacity for Being Fully Human
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Being Human
Human-Spiritual Traits Primal-Selfish Traits
• Love Hate, scorn, lust
• Generous Greed
• Merciful Uncompromising
• Sympathetic Unfeeling
• Kind Cruel
• Considerate Ruthless
• Understanding Spiteful
• Remorse Heartless
• Forgiving Intolerant
• Self-giving Self-centered

Our only truly essential human task here, Jesus teaches, is to grow beyond the 
survival instincts of the animal brain and egoic operating system into the kenotic 
joy and generosity of full human personhood. Cynthia Bourgeault
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In Forming a Worldview,
Truth is Confirmed by Results

• Sense of Self-worth

• Sense of Humanity 
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Which Statement Produces Self-worth 
and a Sense of Humanity? 

• We are made by a loving essence we call God who has 
spiritual plans and purposes for both us and creation. 

• We exist because of random chance and are governed 
by our biology with no greater meaning to life than to 
satisfy our selfish interests by attaining power, prestige, 
and control. 14



Which Worldview Produces 
Self-worth and a Sense of Humanity?

• I am just a Sinner 

• I am a Child of a God infused with the Divine.
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Our Worldview and Beliefs 
Influence Evil in the World 

• John Calvin and Thomas Aquinas 
affirm that 'Pride' is the source of all 
sin.

• Human conceit and self-interest is the 
source of evil in our world and revealed 
through how we treat other people and 
God’s creation.

• Egotism makes us think we don’t need 
God and prevents us from seeing the 
image of God within other people.  We 
feel more deserving, determined to 
control others, and in general do things 
our way because we feel superior; 
even if it harms others and separates 
us from God’s Will. 

• Evil is created when we serve the 
worldly desires of the ego and not the 
transcendent Will of God.



What Does Jesus Teach Us to Believe?

• Love God with your entire being, and love your neighbor as 
yourself.  (Matthew 22:37-40) 

• This simple teaching brings God's Will and Kingdom to Earth as it 
is in Heaven provided: 
1. we realize that true contentment and sense of belonging 

depends on a relationship with God.

2. we actually do love ourselves.

3. we consider all people as our neighbor.

• If we incorporate this teaching into the very core of who we are, 
we will lose the self-centered motivations to do things that 
separate us from God and harm other people.

• In this way, Jesus does save us 

from “sin” and defeats “evil”.
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Does Our Image 

of God Matter?
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Images of God

19



Images of God
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Images of God
• Images of God: dynamic and creative, wrathful and warrior, 

sympathetic and caring, witty and sophisticated, Love, Nature, 
sustainer, friend and confidant. 

• Images of God range from transcendent to anthropomorphic.

• Male images for God are more often associated with power, 
authority, judgment, and domination over nature.

• Female images of God are more often associated with giving birth, 
emotional nourishment, and tender love. 

• Both male and female metaphors for God are compatible and both 
found in the Bible, but the male being much more prevalent.  

• The “Wisdom of God” is often personified as a woman.  “Sophia” is 
the Greek word for wisdom.

• Jesus, especially in the Gospel of John, is called the “Word” and 
“Wisdom of God”.

• All language is metaphoric at its root, language relating to a deity is 
especially so.  While pointing toward a reality that is beyond words, 
the risk is always present that the imagery will be misunderstood.
The Torah General Editor W. Gunther Plaut
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Is Our Image of God Too Small?

• We live in a world where everything has a name.

• We live in a world where everything is separated 
into categories.

• We live in a world where everything has an 
opposite.

• We live in a world where everything has 
beginnings and endings.

• We think there is a “Here” and “There”.
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God Does Not Conform to 
Our Understanding of Reality

• God is beyond time. (Human awareness of time is a perception)

• God is not out “There”.  God is “Here” no matter where 
“Here” happens to be. (Directional space does not exist on its own.) 

• God is located within everything and also beyond 
everything.  (Quantum physics demonstrates that past, present, and 
future all exist simultaneously – but more on that later)

• God is unity - beyond categories and opposites.
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Most of Us Need to 
Expand Our Concept of God

• “When we talk about God … we’re talking about 
something very real and yet beyond our conventional 
means of analysis and description.”

• “... I understand God to be the energy, the glue, the force, 
the life, the power, and the source of all.” Rob Bell

• “All matter originates and exists only by virtue of a force…  
We must assume behind this force the existence of a 
conscious and intelligent Mind.  This Mind is the matrix of 
all matter” Max Plank
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Descriptions of God

• “My definition for GOD that works for me is “Pure Energy, Supreme 
Consciousness.”  The highest resolution of pure energy we use is 
the sensation we call “love.”  Stanley Victor Paskavich

• “This is also the God beyond all directions, who will still be here 
(wherever “here” means) when the universe either dissipates into 
dust or swallows itself up again.”  Barbara Brown Taylor

• “God is not a limited individual who sits alone up in the clouds on a 
golden throne.  God is pure Consciousness that dwells within 
everything.  Mata Amritanandamayi

• “The task of the theologian is to explain everything through God, and 
to explain God as unexplainable.”  Karl Rahner

25



Expanding Our Image
of God
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Is It Wrong To Have Questions 
About God?
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It’s Essential We Carry On 
An Open Discussion About God

Clyde Reid:  "We structure our churches and maintain them 
so as to shield us from God and to protect us from genuine 
religious experience.“ … “the adult members of churches 
today rarely raise serious religious questions for fear of 
revealing their doubts or being thought of as strange.  There 
is an implicit conspiracy of silence on religious matters in the 
churches.  This conspiracy covers up the fact that the 
churches do not change lives or influence conduct to any 
appreciable degree.  There is very little time for occasion for 
openness in most of our gatherings because we fear it.  We 
think it may lead to confrontation, anger, divisiveness.”
Dallas Willard, The Divine Conspiracy
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The Christian 
Does Not Avoid Questions

• “A question by its very nature acknowledges that the 
person asking the question does not have all the 
answers.  And because the person does not have all of 
the answers, they are looking outside themselves for 
guidance.”

• “I often meet people who are waiting to follow God until 
they have all their questions answered. They will be 
waiting for a long time, because if we knew everything, 
we'd be… God.”  Rob Bell
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God’s Revelation Through Questioning 

• “Central to the Christian experience is the art of 
questioning God.  Not belligerent, arrogant 
questions that have no respect for our maker, 
but naked, honest, vulnerable, raw questions, 
arising out of the awe that comes from engaging 
the living God.”  Rob Bell
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“Binding And Loosing” 

• Rabbinical term for ‘forbidding and permitting’.

• The various Rabbinic schools had the power "to bind 
and to loose" that is, to forbid and to permit.  

• Matthew 18:18:  "Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 
on earth will be loosed in heaven.” (NRSV)
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Biblical Interpretation
• “What he [Jesus] was doing here is significant. He is giving his 

followers the authority to make new interpretations of the Bible.  Not 
only is he giving them authority, but he is saying that when they do 
debate and discuss and pray, and wrestle, and then make decisions 
about the Bible, somehow God in heaven will be involved.” [Through 
the Holy Spirit]

• “Jesus expects his followers to be engaged in the endless process 
of deciding what it means to actually live the Scriptures.  And right 
away in the life of this new movement, we see them doing it.” Rob Bell

• We still carry on this tradition today through biblical scholarship, 
sermons, and church discussion groups.  Consequently, the Bible is 
not static but is always transforming with new expression, insights, 
and meanings. 
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The Continuing Reformation
• "Times change.  God doesn't, but times do.  We learn and grow, and 

the world around us shifts, and the Christian faith is alive only when it 
is listening morphing innovating letting go of whatever has gotten in 
the way of Jesus and embracing whatever will help us be more and 
more the people God wants us to be.”

• "In fact, Luther's contemporaries used a very specific word for this 
endless, absolutely necessary process of change and growth.  They 
didn't use the word reformed; they use the word reforming.  This 
distinction is crucial.  They knew that they and others hadn't gotten it 
perfect forever.  They knew that the things they said, and did, and 
wrote, and decided, would need to be revisited. Rethought. 
Reworked."  Rob Bell
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All Truth is God’s Truth

Calvin was able to claim, “All truth is God’s truth,” while 
also asserting the doctrine of sola scriptura [scripture 
alone] because the doctrine of sola scriptura does not 
say that all truths are found in the Bible. 

The doctrine of sola scriptura states that Scripture is 
our sole source of normative, infallible apostolic 
revelation and that all things necessary for salvation 
and concerning faith and life are taught in the Bible 
with enough clarity that the ordinary believer can find 
them there and understand.  The truths that are not 
found in the Bible are not necessary for salvation.
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All Truth is God’s Truth
A Reformed Approach to Science and Scripture

Keith Mathison

Augustine, the greatest theologian of the first 
millennium, expresses it in several places.  In his On 
Christian Doctrine, for example, he writes, “Nay, but let 
every good and true Christian understand that 
wherever truth may be found, it belongs to his 
Master…” (II.18).

In his commentary on Titus 1:12, ..., Calvin states: “All 
truth is from God; and consequently, if wicked men 
have said anything that is true and just, we ought not 
to reject it; for it has come from God.”  He expands on 
this idea in his Institutes of the Christian Religion...

St. Thomas Aquinas often wrote, “If something is true, 
no matter who said it, it is always from the Holy Spirit.”
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Christian Reformed Church Confession of Faith
(Belgic Confession) 

Article II,  By What Means God is Made Known Unto Us:

We know him [God] by two means:  First, by the 
creation, preservation, and government of the universe; 
which is before our eyes as a most elegant book, where 
in all creatures, great and small, are as so many 
characters leading us to see clearly the invisible things of 
God, even his everlasting power and divinity, as the 
apostle Paul says (Romans 1:20).  All which things are 
sufficient to convince men and leave them without 
excuse.  Second, He makes Himself more clearly and 
fully known to us by his Holy and divine Word [the Bible], 
that is to say, as far as in necessary for us to know in this 
life, His glory and salvation.
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God is a God who reveals...

God is true and cannot lie… 

Therefore all that God reveals, whether through 
general revelation in Creation or through special 
revelation in Scripture, is necessarily true.

37



Expanding Our Image of God:

Dealing With Doctrine
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What is Doctrine?
(Greek: Didaskalia)

Act of teaching or that which is taught.

Doctrines are Biblical and Biblically based 
teachings which have been developed 
throughout the years by church leaders to 
assist people in understanding God, Jesus, 
and the Bible.
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What Happens When We try to 
Describe God by Using Words

• We need to understand that when we talk about 
God, we’re using language, and language both 
helps and fails us in our attempts to understand and 
describe the paradoxical nature of the God who is 
beyond words. Rob Bell

• We, as human beings with finite minds, should not 
expect to totally comprehend an infinite God.
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The Example of the Trinity 

The Trinity is a Foundational Doctrine of 
the Western Church – And Yet 

Everyone Struggles to Explain It.
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Jesus is the “Son of God” 
Member of the Trinity 

(Not like a ‘biological son’ - Son of God is a title)
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Definitions of the Trinity

Merriam-Webster: “the unity of Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit as three persons in one Godhead 
according to Christian dogma.”

Catechism of the Catholic Church:  “One God in 
three Divine Persons".  “The three Persons are 
distinct, yet are one substance, essence or 
nature".

PCUSA:  ..."three simultaneous expressions of 
the divine substance ... there is one essence of 
God; the emphasis is on oneness ...”
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The Trinity is a Model to Help Us 
Understand God which has become a Doctrine.

• The word Trinity is not in the Bible, but there are many 
references to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. PCUSA

• Constantine the Great, the first Christian emperor, 
decided that the question of the relationship between the 
Creator and Jesus must be resolved.  In an effort to 
settle this matter, in A.D. 325 he asked the bishops from 
the entire church to come together at Nicaea to discuss 
and agree on a creed. PCUSA

• Later in the fourth century a second ecumenical council 
met in Constantinople to deal with the relationship of the 
Holy Spirit to the Father and the Son.  What is called the 
Nicene Creed contains an additional paragraph about 
the Holy Spirit that was added in A.D 381.  PCUSA
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Possible Answer?

The Divine Essence we call God is expressed in three 
Personifications?

• God as Father, the Creator
• God as Jesus, the Word
• God as Holy Spirit, the Counselor (New Testament)

Possibly right, possibly wrong:  Describing the Infinite 
using rational terms will always be imprecise and most 
often superficial.  45



Names for God in the Bible
• The exact origin of the word “God” is unknown.

• All that we know for certain is that the word God is of relatively new 
European origin which was never used in any of the ancient Judeo-Christian 
scripture manuscripts which were written in Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek or 
Latin.

• The earliest written form of the Germanic word God possibly comes from 
the 6th century Christian Codex Argenteus, which descends from the Old 
English guþ from the Proto-Germanic Ȝuđan.

• The four most popular one-word names for God in the Bible: Yahweh (6,800 
times), Elohim (2,600 times), Adonai (439 times), and El (238 times).

• A few of the other descriptive names:  Yahweh-Maccaddeshem, Yahweh-
Rohi, Yahweh-Shammah  Yahweh-Rapha, Yahweh-Tsidkenu, Yahweh-Jireh  
Yahweh-Nissi, Yahweh-Shalom,  Yahweh-Sabbaoth, Yahweh-Ghmolah, El-
Elyon, El-Gibhor, El-Olam, El-Roi, El-Shaddai-Rohi, El-Chuwl, El-Deah, 
Attiyq Youm
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What Can We Learn From Moses 
About Naming God?

Exodus 3:13-15 
New Revised Standard Version

The Divine Name Revealed

13 But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and 
say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to 
you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I 
say to them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am.”  
He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I 
am has sent me to you.’” 15 God also said to Moses, 
“Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD [YHWH] 
the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’:  
This is my name forever and this my title for all 
generations.  

• Footnotes:
• Exodus 3:14 Or I am what I am or I will be what I will be
• Exodus 3:15 The word “Lord” when spelled with capital letters stands for the 

divine name, YHWH, which is here connected with the verb hayah, “to be” 47



RABBI JORDAN D. COHEN
MY JEWISH LEARNING

• The name of God remains something of a mystery to us.  

• Our tradition, beginning with the Torah, refers to God in so many 
different ways.  Some of these designations may be proper names, 
some titles, others references to one of God’s many attributes or 
characteristics, and yet others simply terms that we humans use to 
try and describe the unknowable.

• The true name of God is thought to possess awesome power, and 
has only been used sparingly and carefully.  

• Hence this somewhat ambiguous exchange between God and 
Moses at the burning bush.  Moses seems to understand the power 
of the name and its importance in convincing the Israelites 
themselves to follow. 

• God does not seem to want to be nailed down to one fixed 
reference.  God’s answer is a miracle in of itself, pushing the 
linguistic boundaries of the Biblical Hebrew language to allow for the 
greatest range of possible meanings.
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Exodus 3:13-15
By identifying Himself as “I AM,” God is declaring that He 
always exists in the immediate now.  He isn’t bound by time 
like we are. There was never a time when God wasn’t.  He 
has no fixed point when He was born or brought into being.  
He has no beginning or end.  He is the Alpha and the 
Omega, the First and the Last.  Rob Bell 

No one can limit God
49



Can Some Doctrines 
Make God Too Small?
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How Many Of Us Were Raised With the 
Image of a Controlling God?
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Can Some Doctrine 
Chase People Away From the Church?

• “I want you to see how many of the dominant theological systems of 
thought that insist God is angry and hateful and just waiting to judge 
us unless we do or say or performed or believed the right things 
actually make people miserable and plagued them with all kinds of 
new stresses and anxieties, never more so than when they actually 
start believing that God is really like that.”

• “Much of our current theology is derived from biblical interpretations 
based on medieval culture and language of fire and brimstone, 
worthy and unworthy, sin and guilt, merit and demerit, justification 
and atonement, offers of heaven and threats of hell.”  Rob Bell 

•
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Stephen Hawkin's Transformation
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From This:
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To This:
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Is “Authority” the key word in this quote?  Is it 
possible that most agnostics and atheists don’t 
have a problem with a ‘Big’ concept of God, but 
have major issues with how God has been 
religiously portrayed and politicized over time?  56



Words and Doctrine Matter

• “We are not so much human beings trying to 
become spiritual.  We’re already inherently 
spiritual beings and our job is learning how to be 
good humans!”

• “Instead, [we have been told] we’re just “sinners 
in the hands of an angry God” and even “totally 
depraved.”  No wonder humans suffer from such 
lack of self-esteem today.  We haven’t told them 
the central and foundational Good News!  I 
believe this is the source of a lot of the anger 
and disillusionment with Christianity today.” Richard Rohr
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Is this Theology the Good News?

An Explanation of the Atonement Statement: 
“Jesus Died for Our Sins” 

• “The terrible and un-critiqued premise of many ‘substitutionary 
atonement’ theories is that God demanded Jesus to be a blood 
sacrifice to ‘atone’ for our sin-drenched humanity.  

• As if God could need payment, and even a very violent 
transaction, to be able to love and accept God’s own children!  

• These theories are based on retributive justice rather than 
the restorative justice that the prophets and Jesus taught.”
Richard Rohr
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Substitutionary Atonement
• The original interpretation of atonement by the early church was that Jesus 

became a ransom payment to the devil to satisfy the debt on the souls of 
the human race inherited from Adam’s original sin.

• Around 1000 AD, the theologian Anselm of Canterbury formulated the initial 
idea of Substitutionary Atonement.  

• From a medieval viewpoint, Anselm determined a price needed to be paid to 
restore God’s honor and endure God’s wrath against us for our sins.  And it 
needed to be paid to God the Father by one who was sinless; the Son.

• John Calvin revised this model by exchanging God's ‘honor’ with God’s 
‘justice’, thus making atonement a legal transaction freeing us from 
punishment.  This became known as Penal Substitutionary Atonement.

• This one-time payment by Jesus was agreeable to the Reformers because 
it could be used to challenge the Catholic concepts of Purgatory and the 
doctrine of Transubstantiation applied to the Eucharist.  They felt Purgatory 
was a continuation of God’s judgement, and the repeated participation in 
the sacrifice of Jesus through the doctrine of Transubstantiation was based 
in ‘works’.
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So Many Questions to Discuss
• Is God solving problems through blood and violence?  Isn’t this the practice of 

pagan gods?

• If a payment was needed to acquire God’s forgiveness, isn’t this a form of works 
instead of grace?

• Where in the Bible does Jesus, himself, say that his mission was to receive in our 
place the wrath of God who is angry about our sin?  Doesn’t Jesus actually love 
and heal sinners, and only upset with those who don’t think they are sinners?

• How does this make sense in light of the Trinity, Incarnation, and the idea of God 
giving himself away through Jesus to renew the world?

• Is God’s interest in perfection and pride, or mercy and love?  Is God’s interest in 
punishment as retribution, or restorative justice through healing & reconciliation?

• “Anger is related to the ‘fight, flight, or freeze’ response of the sympathetic 
nervous system; it prepares humans to fight” (Psychology Today).  This is a primal 
human emotion.  Why would wrath be relevant to the character of God?

As Thomas Aquinas writes, “at times Scripture speaks of things in reference to God 
metaphorically.  This is seen particularly when certain human passions are predicated 
of the Godhead” (Summa Theologiae).  

When we sin, God allows us to endure the consequences.  Sin is a burden that 
affects us psychologically, emotionally, and spiritually; both individually and as a 
community.   In this way, we feel that the wrath of God has been placed upon us and 
wrath is what we deserve.  We experience the consequences of sin as expressions of 
wrath, but this can be understood metaphorically. 60



Sacrifices as Atonement

61

The Bible is clear that God does not need sacrifices.  Throughout the Bible, 
numerous texts establish God’s disinterest in sacrifices when compared to 
God’s desire for love, justice, and forgiveness.  Foremost, God desires for us 
to live within the will of God.

At the time of Jesus, the purpose of the Jewish sacrifices was not to appease 
God.  The purpose of the Temple sacrifices was to provide a way for the 
people to spiritually relate to God through a physical and tangible act.  The 
intention of the sacrifices was to draw God and the people closer together.  
Literally to bring God down to earth.  The Hebrew word translated as 
'sacrifice' is “korban”.  The root "karev" means to "draw close”.  

The word “atonement” comes from the Hebrew word kaphar which means "to 
cover over".  Through atonement sacrifices, sin and impurity are covered and 
cleansed.  In the relationship with God, offenses are covered and cleansed 
allowing for the relationship to be renewed.  Today, we translate this as 
“forgiveness”.  As Christians, we now understand that the way we are 
forgiven and drawn close to God is through Jesus and no longer the Temple 
sacrifices or Temple legal system.



How Can We Make Sense of the Atonement?

1. Many theological interpretations developed over the years to explain how 
atonement works and many theologians including C.S Lewis affirm that no 
one interpretation has been singled out as the only valid viewpoint.

2. It is totally understandable that Temple language of debt, atonement, and 
blood sacrifice would be used by the Gospel writers and Paul to explain 
how the death of Jesus fulfills the functions of the Temple.

3. In the Middle Ages, re-interpretations of the atonement developed.  “… in 
general terms the Reformers and their successors were thus trying to give 
biblical answers to medieval questions.”  N.T. Wright

4. “Our sin could not possibly be the motive for the incarnation!  Only perfect 
love and divine self-revelation could inspire God to come in human form. 
God never merely reacts, but supremely and freely acts—out of love.” Rohr

5. “Jesus didn’t come to solve a problem or change God’s mind about 
Humanity; he came to reveal the true nature of God as Love.” Richard Rohr

6. “God is not someone to be afraid of but is the Ground of Being and on our 
side.” Richard Rohr
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Doctrine is a Wonderful Servant 

and a Horrible Master. Rob Bell

• Romans 10:4 – “So, Christ has brought an end to the law 
[as a means] of being made right with God for every 
person who believes.” (The requirements of the Law have been 
fulfilled in Christ as the means for attaining our right relationship with God)

• There were 613 Mosaic laws plus addition rules set in 
place by the Pharisees and Scribes.  By changing our 
‘hearts’, Jesus releases us from the burden and barriers 
of the Law.  But many Christians only replace it with the 
burden and barriers of their own “laws of behavior” and 
“doctrines of right belief". 63



• “The problem with strict doctrines is that they inevitably 
keep people out.  Often it appears as though you have to 
agree with all of the doctrines exactly as they are or you 
can't join.”

• “Jesus talks about … in and out a lot in his teachings.  
He keeps insisting that people who assume they are in 
may not be in, and the ones who everybody thinks are 
out for whatever reason may in fact be in.”

• “Only God is absolute, and God has no intention of 
sharing this absoluteness with anything, especially 
words people have come up with to talk about God.” Rob Bell
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Do We Have to Believe in All Doctrine?

• If there is a Doctrine that brings you closer to God –
hang on to it firmly.

• If there is a Doctrine that blocks you from God - let it go -
equally Biblical explanations of Scripture exist.  You may 
be thrown out of the group, but let your relationship with 
God through Jesus be your top priority.  As Martin Luther 
said:  “God alone is Lord of the conscience.”

• In choosing explanations, beware of ‘false prophets’ and 
unsound teachings.  Teachings must be Christ centered, 
and your study must be done in collaboration with the 
Holy Spirit.
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Expanding Our Image of God:

Dealing With The

Ultra-Rational Mind
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Why are Some People More 
Receptive to Religious Feelings and 

Spiritual Experiences?

• How we view the 
world and God is 
very much driven 
by how completely 
we use our mind.
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Different Ways of Thinking

The human brain has approximately 86 billion neurons (cells)

with trillions of connections between them that morph by the

second.  Our brains are complicated.

However, one simplified aspect of the brain utilized to explain

different approaches to thinking concerns it’s two hemispheres.

68



Right Brain and Left Brain Thinking

• Left Brain Right Brain 

• objective subjective

• logical imaginative

• analytical intuitive

• efficient emotional

• aware of differences aware of similarities

• reductionists-dissect into parts sees the Whole

• "I can prove.." "I just know..."

• cold - controls feelings warm - show feelings

“Know-it-alls” “Mindless Airheads”
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Left Brain:    Reductionist
Right Brain:  ‘Whole’-istic
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An example of Right Brain

and Left Brain thinking:

I would like to tell you a story about a Man, 
a Woman, and a talking Serpent that took 
place a long time ago.  I don't know if it 
happened, but I know it is true.
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Left Brain reply:  Doesn’t sound like it could 
happen.  If it didn't happen, then it can't be 
true.  What is a serpent?  When you say 
"serpent", do you mean a snake?  What kind 
of snake?  What genus and species?  Do 
snakes talk?  Were the people dreaming?  Is 
this a fairy tale? 72



Right Brain reply:

I understand…  

What did the Serpent have to say?
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Which is Left Brain?  Right Brain?
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Right Brain ‘Facts’ vs Left Brain ‘Story’

• Story (Capital “S”) - In our culture, this term has become to mean 
something that is untrue.  

• “In pre-modern times, it was regarded as a form of psychology which 
charted the inner world.  Usually more useful than historical narrative 
in the quest for meaning and timeless truths.”  Karen Armstrong

• All Histories are based on interpretations of experiences.

• “All language is metaphorical to some degree”.  The Torah, General Editor W. 
Gunther Plaut

• “In explaining Mystery, metaphor provides more meaning - not less.  
Literalism provides the lowest level of meaning in explaining the 
infinite.”  Richard Rohr   

• Jesus taught using Parables because Story is a universal language.  
Jesus did not preach from a book of new doctrines or carry around 
charts of statistics.
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Two Ways of Learning

• “The Ego does not know 
how to receive things freely 
or without logic. It likes to be 
worthy and needs to 
understand in order to 
accept things as true.”   

Father Richard Rohr

• In order to accept the 
spiritual, we must quiet the 
“Left Brain” and let the 
“Right Brain” do its job of 
perceiving a World beyond 
just the facts. 
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Things to try…

• Prayer – talk to God about anything and everything. 

• Meditation: Quiet the brain! (one of the Christian disciplines) 

• Slow down and ‘Feel’ rather than just ‘see’. 

• Visualize the world as a Whole instead of component parts.

• Reverent Observation – see the Holy within creation and other people.

• Feel the world with Love

• See the World with Gratitude and Not Skepticism

“’Spiritual’ is not just something we ought to be. It is something we are and 
cannot escape, regardless of how we may think or feel about it. It is our nature 
and our destiny. Prayer, it is highly said, is the method of genuine theological 
research, the method of understanding what and who God is. God is spirit and 
exists at the level of reality where the human heart, or spirit, also exists, serving 
as the foundation and source of our visible life. It is there that the individual 
meets with God ‘in spirit and in truth’.” 

Dallas Willard

77



The Problem with Egocentrism and the 
Left Brain Blocking Access to God

The term “Ego” is over used 
and has many different contexts:

• Webster - the self especially as contrasted with 
another self or the world.

• Buddhism – illusion of self

• Philosophy - the theory of what one’s self is, or 
should be.

• Common use - exaggerated sense of self-worth
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For Our Purpose, We Will be Using Freud
(He did get at least one thing right)

Freud:  Id, Ego, and 
Superego

• Freud (1923) saw the 
psyche structured into 
three parts (tripartite):  
Id, Ego and Superego
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These 3- Parts of the Psyche Happen to 
Correspond with the Biological Triune Brain
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The Id and the Ego

• The Id (Limbic Cortex) is the primitive and instinctive component of 
personality.  The Id is the impulsive part of our psyche which 
responds directly and immediately to the instincts.  This form of 
process thinking has no comprehension of objective reality, and is 
selfish and wishful in nature.  

• The Ego (Neocortex) develops to mediate between the unrealistic Id 
and the external real world.  The Ego operates according to the 
reality principle, working out realistic ways of satisfying the Id’s 
demands.  Like the Id, the ego seeks pleasure and avoids pain, but 
unlike the Id, the Ego is concerned with devising a realistic strategy 
to obtain pleasure.  The Ego has no concept of right or wrong; 
something is good simply if it achieves its end of satisfying without 
causing harm to itself or the Id.  
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The Superego
• The Superego (Pre-frontal Lobe) functions to control the Id's 

impulses.  It also has the function of persuading the Ego to turn to 
moralistic goals rather than simply realistic ones; and to strive for 
perfection.  It embodies how to treat other people, and how to 
behave as a member of society.  [the God Antenna]

• Just as with the ‘Two-Brain’ model, our brains and bodies are much 
more complex and Spiritual in nature than this simple Triune Brain 
Model.  We are not evolutionary biological robots. 

• “There are dimensions to you that transcend the actual parts and 
pieces that you refer to as your body.”  Rob Bell 
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Evil originates from people 

using their God-given Free-will 

to serve their Self-centered Nature 83



Egotism vs. Controlled Ego
and Drive for Significance

• Egotism is pathological self obsession, a reaction to anxiety about 
whether one really does count.  It is a form of acute self-
consciousness and can be prevented and healed only by the 
experience of being adequately loved.

• Unlike egotism, the drive to significance is a simple extension of the 
creative impulse of God that gave us being.  It is outwardly directed 
to the good to be done.  We were built to count, as water is made to 
run downhill.  We are placed in a specific context to account in ways 
no one else does. This is our destiny.  Dallas Willard The Divine Conspiracy

• “… all sin flows from pride that refuses to love.”  Thomas Merton 

• True happiness is found in unselfish love, a love which increases in 
proportion as it is shared. 

• The awareness of being a child of God tends to stabilize the ego 
and results in a new courage, fearlessness, and power. I have seen 
it happen again and again. Howard Thurman
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People Crave Certainty ... 
and Control

• The Ego creates a need for 
control.  We are anxious and 
often fearful of uncertainty and 
lack of control

• The Left-brain serves this 
need.  It demands the ‘facts’ 
and compartmentalizes 
everything into understandable 
and controllable units.
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People Crave Certainty ... and Control
To maintain certainty and control, people 
like to keep things small and manageable, 
including their concept of God or even by 
eliminating God all together.

This leads to:

• Humanists – No God

• Materialists – No God 

• “Fundamental Literalists” – Simple God

“People who are incapable of vulnerability   
cannot get very far on the journey of faith.  
They usually substitute either religion 
itself or atheistic denial.”  Rob Bell
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Humanism 

• a doctrine, attitude, or way of 
life centered on human 
interests or values; especially 
a philosophy that usually 
rejects supernaturalism and 
stresses an individual's 
dignity and worth and 
capacity for self-realization 
through reason

• God Not Needed – We Are in 
Control
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Materialism

• The philosophical theory 
that regards matter and its 
motions as constituting 
the universe, and all 
phenomena, including 
those of mind, as due to 
material actions.

• No God Needed –
knowable natural forces 
are in control
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Fundamentalism

Christian Fundamentalism: a movement in American 
Protestantism that arose in the late 19th century in reaction to 
modernism and new developments in the natural and social 
sciences, especially the theory of biological evolution.

Elements of Christian Fundamentalism: 

• The Bible is 100% factual in all aspects including science. 

• Reading the Bible in accordance with the strict meaning of the 
word or words; not figurative or metaphorical.

• Avoiding ambiguity or questioning of scriptural interpretation.

• Providing strict answers to complex questions. 

• Desiring God to be determinate and easy to understand.
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How Did the Reformers
Interpret the Bible?

90



Why The Reformation?

• People in the Middle Ages did not have Bibles or access to 
Bibles.  The only understanding of scripture was through 
interpretation and presentation by the Pope and clergy.

• The Reformers believed the Roman Catholic Church 
regarded traditions as being superior in authority to the 
Bible.  This resulted in many practices that were 
controversial to the Reformers.  Some examples are: 
prayer to the saints and Mary, the immaculate conception, 
the assumption of Mary, indulgences, transubstantiation, 
and papal authority.
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How Did the Reformers Interpret the Bible?

• The Reformers did not like the overuse of “Allegory” by the 
Church to interpret the Bible.

• Allegory is a literary style in which abstract ideas and 
principles are described in narrative terms of characters, 
figures, and events. 

• Allegory itself was not the problem.  Allegory is found 
throughout the Bible as a literary device, along with 
metaphors, symbolism, irony, satire, parables, heroic 
epics.

• The problem for the Reformers is that the Church took 
allegory too far.  Some allegorical symbolism was very far-
removed from the text. 
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An example of allegorical interpretation is Origen’s explanation of 
the Parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:

• Luke 10:25-37 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
The Parable of the Good Samaritan

25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I 
do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What 
do you read there?” 27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your 
mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have given 
the right answer; do this, and you will live.” 29 But wanting to justify himself, he 
asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was going 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who 
stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by 
chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by 
on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw 
him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came near 
him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34 He went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him 
on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day 
he took out two denarii gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; 
and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36 Which of 
these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 
the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, 
“Go and do likewise.” 
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Overly Allegorical Interpretation:

Jerusalem is paradise, and Jericho is the world. 
The priest is the Law, and the Levites are the 
Prophets. The Samaritan is Christ. The donkey 
is Christ’s physical body, which bears the burden 
of the wounded man (the wounds are his sins), 
and the inn is the Church.  The Samaritan’s 
promise to return is a promise of the second 
coming of Christ.
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The Reformers Literal 
Interpretation of the Bible

• Scripture is the record of God's revelation in history, and 
that a text must be explained in its historical setting.

• Scripture is written in human language and must be 
interpreted according to the rules of Hebrew and Greek.

• This principle [“literalism”] cannot be so rigidly applied to 
Scripture that even figures of speech and symbols are 
taken literally.  Scripture itself will clearly indicate when it 
is not to be taken in its absolutely literal sense.
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Luther
• ... “Scripture may permit itself to be stretched and led, but let 

no one lead it according to his own inclinations but let him 
lead it to the source, that is, the cross of Christ.  Then he will 
surely strike the center."  The literal meaning "drives home 
Christ." [Christ centered interpretation]

• …”the Spirit was the Interpreter of Scripture in the hearts of 
the people of God.”  [Any binding/loosing must include the 
Holy Spirit]

• “Thus the interpreter of Scripture is the man who comes to 
Scripture in humility, seeking to be taught by the Holy Spirit 
that he may take Christ as his all-sufficient Savior.”

• “Reason cannot explain Scripture ...” [Exercise the ‘Right 
brain’, the Bible is not a science textbook] 
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Calvin
• Calvin thought that the Bible could only be understood 

when placed in context ; “the Holy Spirit inspired the 
authors, but was constrained by human knowledge at 
the time.  So it was important that the Bible reader 
should be aware of the background and the age in which 
these texts were written.”

• Calvin called for the use of dictionaries, grammar books, 
the commentaries which already existed and he also 
advocated that texts should be studied in their original 
language.  He urged people to read the Scriptures using 
their faith and their intellect.
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Ulrich Zwingli

• The Swiss Reformer Ulrich Zwingli was the first 
to question the real meaning of the Biblical text.  
He supported a scientific explanation and the 
quest for the true, literal meaning of the 
Scriptures..
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The Importance of Protestant Sermons
• ‘Sola scriptura’ [scripture alone] did not mean that the 

Bible was the one and only book worth knowing, but it 
did have definitive authority.

• Along with Scripture, it was also necessary to be guided 
by a sermon, the part of the Protestant service of 
worship consisting of a Bible reading and commentary 
given by the pastor or a member of the community.  They 
insisted on a scholarly approach and intellectual integrity 
for interpreting the Bible in the sermon. 

99



The Good Samaritan: 
A More Reformed ‘Literal’ Understanding

• Who were the Samaritans?  They were the remnants of the ten 
Northern Tribes of Israel left behind after the Assyrian conquest 
along with Assyrian transplants.  They practiced an early form of 
Judaism, had their own Temple, and rejected the authority of 
Jerusalem.  The Judeans felt Samaritans worshiped incorrectly, 
were not true Jews, and would have nothing to do with them. 
Extreme animosity existed between the two factions.  A “good 
Samaritan” would have been considered an oxymoron.  

• An example of Reformed interpretation:  "Which of the three was a 
neighbor to the victim of the crime?"  The neighbor is the one who 
had mercy on him.... We don't first define a class of people who will 
be our neighbors....  Jesus rejects the question "who is my 
neighbor?" and substitutes the only question really relevant to hear: 
"to whom will I be a neighbor?"  The condition of our hearts will 
determine who along our path turns out to be our neighbor, and our 
faith in God will largely determine whom we have strength enough to 
make our neighbor.  Dallas Willard 
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The Dilemma of Literalism

• Even in the most modern sense, all history is interpreted history.  How else 
could there be 16,000 books written about Abraham Lincoln if people were 
only interested in the ‘facts’?

• Even modern reporting of facts is imperfect.  Every one hears the facts 
differently and reports them through their own perception of the situation.

• Facts are always reliant on the context in which they were gathered and 
reported.

• “Even the ancient Jewish Sages, who believed that the Torah was a divinely 
written book, did not take the text literally.  They took it seriously, but always 
looked behind the flat literal meaning.” (The Torah, Union for Reform Judaism). 

• The unreliability of Literalism can be very upsetting to the rational modern 
mind that demands absolutes, but that is not the mind-set in which the 
scriptures were written.    
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Authority vs Inerrancy
• As Presbyterians, we believe in the “authority” of the Bible, but not in the 

“inerrancy” of the Bible.  “Believing in the inerrancy of Scripture commits us 
to the factual accuracy of individual texts, while believing in the authority of 
Scripture presses us to know the message of Scripture as a whole.” (PCUSA)

• Inerrancy constrains us to an understanding of the world at a specific period 
in time such as a flat earth with the ‘land of the dead’ located inside a pit 
within the earth, and God residing in heaven located just above a crystal 
sphere covering the earth which supports the stars and planets.

• Culturally, inerrancy locks us into divine approval of such values as 
polygamy, patriarchy, slavery, and holy-wars.

• Inerrancy also requires all scripture to be equally inspired.

• “The poems, songs, parables and sagas of the Bible are literary 
masterpieces.  The point is to obey the authority of the story.” (PCUSA) 
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N.T Wright on the Gospels
• “Each evangelist has told the story in their own way.”

• “The evangelists have exercised considerable freedom in retelling 
and reshaping the narratives so as to bring out themes and 
emphases that were important to them throughout their work.”

• “We are left with the conclusion that both the evangelists 
themselves, and the sources to which they had access, whether oral 
or written, which they have shaped to their own purposes but without 
destroying the underlying subject matter, really did intend to refer to 
actual events …”

• Their stories can be used to refer metaphorically or allegorically to 
all sorts of other things, and they probably intended it to be so.
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Understanding the Bible
• The Bible is a collection of literature written by inspired human beings.  

• To the best of their ability they wrote, edited, and compiled writings that 
describe in a meaningful way their spiritual experiences and 
understandings of God.  

• These writings gained authority over time with the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit.  

• The insights of the differing authors were written to specific audiences 
and expressed in the form of human language and literature.  

• They are based on interpretations within a historical and cultural context 
ranging over approximately 1200 years.  

• Since God did not exclude humans in the process of divine revelation, 
the Bible includes both human and divine influences.



Interpreting the Bible
• Millions of books, articles, dissertations, and sermons have been written 

about how to read and interpret the Bible.  
• Each author has a viewpoint that can be backed by scripture, which is 

exactly how the Bible is meant to be read.  
• The Bible was not written in a manner to give concrete answers to 

abstract mysteries.  Therefore, it is impossible for any one person to 
present a definitive explanation on how to interpret the Bible.  

• The Bible is not an encyclopedia of facts, but rather an instrument of 
exploration on how we can live in connection with the wonder that is 
God; to encounter a reality that is beyond our normal existence.  

• Reading Scripture requires an imaginative effort.  Sometimes it requires 
determination and struggle.  

• This is why the Hebrews, including Jesus, allowed for a continuing 
respectful discussion and reinterpretation of Biblical scripture.  

• We still carry on this tradition today through biblical scholarship, 
sermons, and church discussion groups.  

• Consequently, the Bible is not static but is always transforming with new 
expression, insights, and meanings.  
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The Mystery of God 

Revealed in Jesus
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Debating God’s Existence is Futile 

• This program is not 
meant to prove that 
God exists.  

• Nobody can absolutely 
prove the existence of 
God

• Nobody can absolutely 
prove that God does 
not exist.
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In Both Science or Religion:

• Scientists cannot 
make absolute 
statements regarding 
God.  

• Theologians cannot 
make absolute claims  
about God.
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God Is A Mystery!
Just Ask Moses 

Study Quantum Physics

“Mystery is not the absence of meaning, but the presence

of more meaning than we can comprehend”  Dennis Covington
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How Can We  Have a Relationship 

With The Infinite?
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The Mystery of God 
Revealed in Jesus

Christ is revealed as the true image of the 
invisible God (2 Corinthians 4:4, Colossians 1:15)
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Jesus is “The Way” for Us 
to Understand and Connect with God

Jesus is Divine, and Yet Human?

1. The Christ is the Eternal Mystery of Matter and Divine 
Spirit as One.  (There is no line between matter and spirit; all is energy)  

2. Jesus Models the Unity of the Divine and Humanity. 
(We are Spiritual beings having a Human experience)

3. “That God is both utterly beyond me and yet totally within   
me at the same time is the exquisite balance that most 
religion seldom achieves, in my opinion.” Richard Rohr 

(We were created in the image of God) 

112



The Mission of Jesus is to Bring God’s Kingdom, 
and For Us to Dwell There!

• Jesus teaches us how to have a relationship with the 
mystery of God.  Jesus shows us the personality of God.

• Jesus teaches us how to have a meaningful relationship 
with ourselves – how to love ourselves.

• Jesus teaches us how to have a meaningful relationship 
with each other – how to love each other. 

• Jesus came not only to teach us how we get to Heaven in 
the future, but to teach us how to be a fully alive human 
beings here on this earth.  Christianity is about human 
transformation in this life, not just salvation in a future 
realm.

113



Toward the End of this Mission ...
At the Cross

• Jesus' crucifixion was caused by the sin of the world.  It was the self-serving 
violent ‘right-handed power’ of the authorities that killed him.  Jesus plainly 
exposed Pride and selfishness as the true source of evil in the world.

• On the cross, Jesus lived out God’s plan of non-violent ‘left-handed power’ 
to the end.

• Left-handed power is subtle and recognized in such ways as love, 
compassion, vulnerability, gentleness, patience, understanding, and 
forgiveness.  Left-hand power is indirect and minimally interventionist.

• Left-handed power is seen in the weakness of a child born in a stable, a 
teacher rather than a military king, a lonely death on the cross, and a 
borrowed tomb rather than a shrine.

• God wants a mutual relationship with us.  When the issue is relationship, 
right-handed power fails.  With left-handed power, relationships thrive.  
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With the Resurrection… 
• God declares that the self-giving Love of Jesus wins, and self-serving power 

and hatred are defeated.

• “Evil was defeated not with violence but with nonviolence not with the power 
of hate but with the power of Love.”  "The old creation lives by pride and 
retribution …  now there is a completely different way to live, a way of love 
and reconciliation …”  "You can't defeat power with force because force 
then wins.”  “The heart in the victory of God over all powers lies self-giving 
love - .."  N.T. Wright

• Now, we are called by Jesus to join in the way of defeating evil through self-
giving Love.  Emptying ourselves of our selfish earthly desires and living in 
Christ, and Christ within us by the Holy Spirit. 

• Thomas Merton:  God became man not because he needed the experience 
but because we needed God’s example.  “Now that we have seen His love, 
let us love one another as He has loved us.  Thus, his love will work in our 
hearts and transform us into Himself.” 
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With the Resurrection …
• Colossians: “And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a 

public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

• “Jesus’ story cuts against the grain of every heroic story from its time.  To the 
ancients, heroes where honored and victims were shamed and scorned.  
The cross shattered the long-standing categories of weak victims and strong 
heroes, for the victim emerged as the hero.” Rene Girard French

• Jesus as the divine essence who became flesh and blood demonstrated that 
God would rather die by violence than commit it.  Greg Boyd called it “the 
crucifixion of the warrior God.”  On the cross, “the diabolic violent warrior 
God we have all too frequently pledged our allegiance to has been forever 
repudiated.”  “Jesus choses to affiliate with the victims of suffering rather 
than the powers that deliver it.”

• “The enfleshment and suffering of Jesus reveals that God is not apart from 
the trials of humanity. God is not aloof.  God is not a spectator.  God is not 
merely tolerating human suffering or instantly just healing it.  God is 
participating with us in it.  Living it alongside us and with us.”   Richard Rohr

116



The Truth About Death is Revealed
• The Resurrection teaches us about ‘death’. 

• We understand that we are living eternal lives right here and 
right now.

• Our Spirit lives on with God who is Spirit after our earthly 
experience has ended.

• We know that death does not control us.

• With the fear of death removed, what is there to fear in this life?

• No one dies alone and forgotten. God and those in Heaven will 
be with us.

• Whatever our current problems or circumstances, they are just 
temporary. 
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What about Science?
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Should Christians be 

Involved in Science?
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Reasons for Christians to Engage in Science
Ed Stetzer

"The sciences should not be reserved for atheists only."  

“Scriptures say Creation is the Revelation of God, 
therefore the sciences that explore it, point to God.  Why 
not embrace that?”

“Christians, above all others, should love, study, explore, 
examine and care for the creation that provides evidence 
of God and his character.”
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“In centuries past, people of faith, including priests and 
pastors, often engaged in scientific study because they 
were pursuing greater knowledge of the creator, and it 
granted them greater influence within the culture.  And in 
doing that they demonstrated to the culture at large that 
God is concerned and can be trusted with truth.  If God is 
not trustworthy, he is not worth following and not very 
compelling to non-Christians.” Ed Stetzer

Gregor Mendel a Czech Augustinian monk discovered inheritance. (foundation for 
genetics)  and Monseigneur Georges Lemaître, a Belgian Catholic Priest, was the 
originator of what would become known as the "Big Bang Theory"
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Reasons for Christians to Engage
in Science Ed Stetzer

• "I’m thankful for the time I spent in science and for 
my children sharing my appreciation of it, because 
I’m hopeful they will not be afraid of knowledge, 
but they, along with many other Christians, will 
reclaim the great Christian tradition of scientific 
engagement, achievement and advancement for 
the glory of God and the good of his creation."
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We Have Always Searched for God 
Through Creation 

“For those who are willing to see, the divine self-revelation of 
creation as image and likeness is everywhere evident, long 
before Scriptures were written. God was not mute for 14 
billion years.  Even though Abraham didn’t have the Bible 
(either of the Testaments!), he and Sarah still knew God -
which is true for all the Patriarchs and their families.  They 
instead knew God by the relationship called faith, better 
translated as “trust in goodness.”   Richard Rohr
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Scientific Inquiry Explores God’s First and 
Continuing Revelation Through Creation

• “For what can be known about God is perfectly plain, 
since God has made it plain. Through everything God 
has created, people can clearly see God’s invisible 
qualities - God’s eternal power and divine nature.  So 
you have no excuse for not knowing God.”  Romans 1:20 

• “Simply put, God reveals God’s self to us through what 
unfolds as our life, along with every visible thing around 
us.  These ordinary revelations must be respected and 
deeply listened to - before we start reading Bibles, 
joining churches, and quoting dogmas.  Life itself is the 
primary divine revelation.”  Rob Bell
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Interesting Quotes:
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Quantum Physics
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Quantum Physics

The following information is not intended as 
specific training in Quantum Physics, but simply 
to demonstrate that …

Reality is Not What We Think It Is!
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Quantum Physics Video

Quantum Theory
NOVA – Brian Greene

Watch the Video at:

https://youtu.be/CBrsWPCp_rs
(Highlight, Copy, and Paste the link into your browser address bar)
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The Universe
Is There Room for God?

• The Universe is much larger than humans can 
conceptualize, and more strange and mysterious 
than we can ever truly understand.  

• We think we live in a familiar world of certainty 
where our five senses inform us about reality -
but we are really ethereal figures inhabiting an 
unknown obscure world of probabilities instead 
of permanence.  

• In the Universe, there is plenty of room for God 
and the Resurrection of Jesus.
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Former Misconceptions We Have Had 
Based on Our Five Human Senses

• Earth is flat. Earth is really a 25,000 mile circumference sphere. 

• We are stationary. The Earth rotates on axis at 1000 mph at the
• equator, Earth rotates around the sun at 66,000 mph.

• Matter is solid. Matter is 99.999999999999% empty space

• There is one 3-dimensional universe. Directional space does not 
exist on its own.  Also, multiple dimensions and parallel universes 
probably exist according to quantum physics.

• Time is linear.  Time and space are one entity called space-time, a 
fourth dimensional point (maybe).  Space-time is fluid and affected 
by speed and gravity.  Space-time can be warped and twisted.

• Earth Time is universal – Earth-time is a human construct based 
on the rotation of the Earth on its axis and around the Sun.  This is 
neither universal time or God’s time.  God created the planetary 
circumstances of Earth-time, but is not subject to it. 
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Age and Size of the 
Observable Universe:

• 13.77 billions years old (approximately) 

• It is 46 billion light years to the edge of the 
observable universe. (The Universe continues to expand)

• Speed of light is 186,282 miles per second = 
670,616,629 mph x 24 hour/day x 365 days/year 
x 46 billion years = Big Universe
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Composition of the 
Observable Universe: 

• 74% Dark Energy – we don't know what it is, but it is 
speeding up expansion of the Universe

• 21% Dark Matter  - we don't know what it is, but is 
hypothetical matter to explain unknown gravitational 
effects.

96% of the Universe is unknown
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There is 4% of the Universe 
That is “Known”. 

• 99.9% of which is hydrogen and helium. 
(3.996% of total Universe)

• 00.099% of which is stellar dust. (0.0396% 
of total Universe)

• 00.001% is the stars and planets and 
derivatives. (0.00004% of total Universe)
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In 0.00004% (four one hundred thousandth)
of the Observable Universe We Find:

• At least 200 billion galaxies

• 100,000,000,000,000,000,000,000  
(1- billion trillion) stars.

• 1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000   
(one septillion planets)

• Ten thousand billion-billion possible 
habitable planets.
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Most Matter and the Universe is 
“Empty" Space

1. The relative size of an atom in 
an apple is the same as the 
relative size of an apple to the 
earth.

2. The nucleus of an atom is 
10,000 times smaller than the 
atom.

3. The nucleus is like a grape 
placed in the middle of a football 
field with the nearest electrons 
being in the end zone.

4. Atoms are composed of energy 
and 99.999999999999% empty 
space

5. We are made up of atoms, 
therefore ....... 
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Physicists Are Always Looking for a Simplified 
“Theory of Everything” for How 

the Universe Works 

The Easy Concept of the 
Traditional Model of the 
Atom:

Fundamental particles: 

a.  Protons

b.  Neutrons

c.  Electrons
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• Protons + Neutrons + Electrons = Atoms

• Atoms + Atoms = Molecules

• Molecules + Molecules = stuff of the Universe.
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Newtonian Clockwork Universe
Scientific developments of the 17th century such as 
charting the solar system and its regularity by early 
astronomers and scientists such as Copernicus, Galileo, 
and Kepler; along with Newton's discovery of the laws of 
motion and gravity led to the idea of a mechanical universe 
which is highly regular and predictable.
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Scientists Have Changed 
This Worldview

The longer the 
search goes on for a 
simple unified theory 
of everything, the 
more variables we 
seem to find in the 
Universe.
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Standard Model of Particle Physics:
Quarks

Quarks Create 

Protons and Neutrons:

• up and down

• top, bottom

• charm, strange

• come in three "color" 
charges of red, blue, 
green
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Standard Model of Particle Physics:
Leptons

Leptons

Create:

Electrons

And

Neutrinos
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Standard Model of Particle Physics: 
Forces

• Force Boson (Force Carrier) 

• strong gluon
• electro-magnetic photon
• weak W-, W+, Z
• gravity graviton
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Higgs Field
A background field of particles called Higgs 
Bosons which is distributed throughout the 
universe that generates mass for particles.
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Quantum Mechanics

Where Everything is Counter-intuitive
to our Sense of Reality.

• Richard Feynman: "I think I can safely say that 
nobody understands  quantum mechanics.“

• In quantum reality, there is no distinction   
between past, present, and future.

• Space time is fluid and affected by speed and 
gravity and can be warped and twisted.

• Time is neither constant or linear.
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Quantum Physics is Mysterious

John Wheeler: 

• “This is a participatory 
Universe.  Particles are 
waves of probabilities until 
observed.” 

• “The nature of reality is 
literally 'fuzzy' and elusive.”

• “The world is ruled by 
probabilities and not 
certainty.”
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Reality Doesn’t Exist Until Observed

Werner Heisenberg: "The atoms or the 
elementary particles themselves are not as real 
as phenomena in daily life; they form a world of 
potentialities or possibilities rather than one of 
things or facts."
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Heisenberg:  "What we observe is not 
nature itself, but nature exposed to our 
method of questioning." - and measuring.

“In the common view of the world most of us grew 
up with, there was a clear division between the 
subject and the object.  At the quantum level, to 
observe the atom is to affect it.”  Rob Bell 147



Its All in the Math

• According to scientists, the elegance of the 
Universe is found through mathematics.

• Trying to translate the math into a concrete 
model that can be explained in words is difficult 
if not impossible. 148



Interesting Quotes



Can Science Answer 
All  Questions?

Is God Just Filling the Gaps 
Until Science Discovers Everything?
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Marcelo Gleiser
Appleton Professor of Natural Philosophy and 

Professor of Physics and Astronomy at Dartmouth College

• There is order to the Universe, and much of science is about finding 
patterns of behavior ...

• ...the methodology of science requires interaction with the system 
we are studying.

• ...we need tools that extend into realms beyond our sensorial reach.

• What we observe is not nature itself but nature as discerned through 
data we collect from machines. 

• in consequence, the scientific worldview depends on the information 
we acquire through our instruments.

• And given that our tools are limited, our view of the world is 
necessarily myopic.
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Marcelo Gleiser

• We can see only so far into the nature of things, and our ever 
shifting scientific worldview reflects this fundamental limitation on 
how we perceive reality.

• ... the theories we build and the worldviews we construct change as 
our tools of exploration transform.

• There is nothing defeatist in understanding the limitations of the 
scientific approach to knowledge.

• Science remains our best methodology to build consensus about the 
workings of nature.  What should change is a sense of scientific 
triumphalism - the belief that no question is beyond the reach of 
scientific discourse. 

• There are clear unknowables in science - reasonable questions that, 
unless currently accepted laws of nature are violated, we cannot find 
answers to … [such as] the multiverse [and] origins of the universe, 
of life and the mind. 
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Hopefully …

“After centuries of dualistic dismissal, 
religion is finally ready to befriend the 
wisdom of science.  And science is 
regaining the humility to recognize that the 
intuitions and metaphors of religion were 
not as naïve as they once imagined. We 
were both in our own way trying to 
honestly name our experience.”  

Father Richard Rohr
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Evolution
Merriam Webster: process of change in a 
certain direction : unfolding
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Good Resources

www.magiscenter.com
Father Robert Spitzer, S.J., Ph.D

The Soul’s Upward Yearning Robert Spitzer, S.J., Ph.D

www.biologos.com
Founder:    Francis S. Collins, Head of the Human Genome Project

President: Deborah Haarsma, prior professor and chair in the 
Department of Physics and Astronomy at Calvin 
College in Grand Rapids.
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Evolution
• The controversy surrounding evolution touches 

on our most central beliefs about ourselves and 
the world. 

• Evolutionary theories have been used to answer 
questions about the origins of the universe, life, 
and mankind. 

• These may be referred to as cosmological 
evolution, biological evolution, and human 
evolution.
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Three Basic Positions on the 
Origins of the Cosmos, Life, and Mankind

• Special or instantaneous creation:  a given ‘thing’ 
did not develop, but was instantaneously and 
directly created by God. 

• Atheistic Evolution: development due to random 
forces alone.

• Developmental Creation or Theistic Evolution: a 
given thing developed from a previous state or 
form, but that this process was under God’s 
guidance. 
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What is a Theory?

• A Scientific Theory is not an unsubstantiated guess that 
is less trustworthy than a scientific Law.

• In general, a scientific law is the description, often 
mathematical, of an observed phenomenon.  It doesn't 
explain why the phenomenon exists or what causes it.

• The explanation of a phenomenon is called a scientific 
theory.  A scientific theory is an in-depth explanation of 
the observed phenomenon supported by a large body of 
empirical data, accepted by the majority of scientists 
within that area of scientific study.

• “No serious biologist today doubts the theory of evolution 
to explain the marvelous complexity and diversity of life.”     

Francis S. Collins, Head of the Human Genome Project 
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On June 20, 2002, the 214th General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), meeting in Columbus, Ohio, 
passed the following resolution: 

The 214th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

1. Reaffirms that God is Creator, in accordance with the witness of 
Scripture and the Reformed Confessions. 

2. Reaffirms that there is no contradiction between an evolutionary 
theory of human origins and the doctrine of God as Creator. 

3. Encourages State Boards of Education across the nation to establish 
standards for science education in Public Schools based on the most 
reliable content of scientific knowledge as determined by the scientific 
community. 

4. Calls upon Presbyterian scientists and science educators to assist 
congregations, presbyteries, communities, and the public to understand 
what constitutes reliable scientific knowledge."
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Origins of the Universe 
According to Science

The universe was originally a tiny infinitely 
dense, dimensionless, singularity of pure energy. 

This singularity lost its integrity and through the 
phenomenon of cosmic inflation created the 
energy and matter that fills the universe we now 
live in.
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Origins According to the Bible
Two Stories

• The creation stories in the Book of Genesis are ancient cosmology 
dealing with the origin and order of the universe.

• Genesis 1:1 - 2:4 was written by the Priestly School in the 6th century 
BC. during the Babylonian Exile (586 - 538 BC) when the exiled Jews 
decided to write down their own oral tradition, surely to stay cohesive as 
a tribe among all the competing influences from Babylonians and 
others.  Karen Armstrong

• God is called Elohim - a term that sums up all that the divine can 
mean to humans; an Omnipotent, Transcendent, Benevolent God.

• The ‘seven-day’ creation story is remarkably similar to the 
cosmological, geological, and biological sequencing of the Scientific 
Creation Story.  Plus, God declares Creation as “Good”!

• The heavenly bodies (Sun, Moon, Stars) are depicted as being 
created separate from Light as an indicator that these are creations 
of God and not gods in themselves, or possessing special powers.  
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We Have More to Learn 
Here Than Science

• Genesis 1:1 - 2:4 contrasts several themes with the Babylonian 
creation story called Enuma Elish, which the Hebrews would have 
been exposed to during captivity. 

• The Babylonian creation story describes creation proceeding from a 
battle between two gods.  The driving engine of this story is the 
chaos of violence, carnage, and destruction.

• In the Bible, God brings order to chaos.

• In the Babylonian epic, human beings are created from the blood of a 
God defeated in battle.  The role of people is to perform work for the 
gods; to be slaves of the gods so they can maintain their leisure.

• In Genesis 1, humanity is not defined by slavery, but by Blessing due 
to  our connection to the divine and our partnership status as 
caretakers of creation.
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Genesis Reveals the Character of God and Us

• “Humanity’s core question about our origins is whether the engine of creation 
is violence and destruction or overflowing love, joy, and creativity.  Is our 
starting point love and abundance or is it fear and hatred?   How we begin is 
invariably how we end and how we proceed.  Our creation story is important.”

• “In the Judeo-Christian story of Genesis 1, God - who is ‘Creator’ in verse 1, 
‘Spirit’ in verse 2, and ‘Word’ in verse 3 ... creates from an overflowing 
abundance of love, joy, and creativity.” Father Richard Rohr

• Genesis identifies humans as being made in God’s image:  “Among all living 
creatures, man alone is endowed – like his creator – with morality, reason 
and free will.  He can know and love God and can hold spiritual communion 
with him; and man alone can guide his actions through reason.  It is in this 
sense that the Torah describes man as having been created in God's image 
and likeness.”  Rambam; Sforno

• God is ‘Big’.  To restrict the disclosure of God’s Creation to only 56 verses of 
the Bible is to deny the magnitude and glory of God’s creative abilities and 
denies all future revelations through Creation.



The Second Creation Story
Genesis 2:4-14

• This story is much older than the priestly creation narrative.

• It originated approximately 950 BC in the southern Kingdom of Judah and 
was formalized during the Babylonian exile.

• Creation is a one day event. 

• The Creation order is man, Garden of Eden, animals, woman.

• God is named YAHWEH and is anthropomorphic or human-like. 

• The story is more Earth centered and written in folklore style.

• Adam and Eve are archetypes or representatives of the human race.

• This story establishes a foundation for understanding the moral and 
psychological aspects of the human condition.

• The beginnings of Hebrew history are introduced from this story.



Human Evolution

Note:  Our bodies did not evolve directly from monkeys or chimpanzees 166



Human Origins According to the Bible
Two Stories 

#1.  Genesis 1:26-27 (NRSV)

26 Then God said, Let us make humankind in our image, 
according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.

27 So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God 
he created them; male and female he created them.

“Us”:

• Christian: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

• Jewish: God and Angels – God and his court of heavenly beings.
•

• Biblical scholarship: possibly a remnant of early Hebrew 
Henotheism – the worship of one superior God while allowing for the 
existence of other gods.
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Human Origins According to the Bible
Two Stories

168

#2. Genesis 2:7 (NRSV)

7 then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living 
being

Genesis 2:21-23 (NRSV)

21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he 
slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.  
22 And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a 
woman and brought her to the man.  23 Then the man said, “This at last 
is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called 
Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.

God creates ha’adam’ or ‘the human’ in two steps.  First he is formed from earth 
(ha’adamah) as if by a potter.  Secondly, he is given “the breath of life” or life 
force.   God creates ishshah or "woman“; literally meaning "man-ess".  Women is 
created as a helper (‘ezer kenegdo).  “Ezer” means helper and does not imply 
subordination.  The role of the helper is as an equal partner to alleviate Adam’s 
solitary state in Eden. Amy Jill Levine



How to Read These Stories

• St. Augustine (400 AD) was aware of the risks of turning Bible 
text into precise scientific treatises, and wrote, with specific 
reference to Genesis: "in matters that are so obscure and far 
beyond our vision, we find in holy Scripture passages which can 
be interpreted in very different ways without prejudice to the faith 
we have received.  In such cases, we should not rush in have 
long and so firmly take our stand on one side that, if further 
progress in the search for truth justly undermines this position, 
we too fall with it.“

• “If God is truly Almighty, he will hardly be threatened by our puny 
efforts to understand the workings of his natural world.”
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Etiology
The investigation or attribution of the cause or reason for something.  
Often expressed in Story form.

• How was the World created?

• How was Mankind created? 

• Why do we have to work so hard?

• Why do woman have pain in child birth?

• Why are we knowledgeable about good and evil, and yet imperfect?

• Why are we mortal?

• Why do we murder each other? 

• Why does that pillar of salt look like a woman? 

• Why are the Kenites so mean and nasty?   

• Why are the Moabites and Ammonites just like us, but we really do 
not like them – at all?
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When Did Life Arise on Earth 
According to Science?

• Earth is estimated to be about 4.5 billion years old. 

• The earliest evidence for life on Earth comes from 
fossilized mats of cyanobacteria called stromatolites in 
Greenland that are about 3.7 billion years old.

• However, these bacteria are already biologically 
complete, so scientists think life may have begun as 
early as 4.1 billion years ago.
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How Did Life Arise on Earth?

• “... how did self replicating organisms arise in the first 
place?  No current hypothesis comes close to explaining 
how in the space of a mere 150 million years, the pre-
biotic environment that existed on planet Earth gave rise 
to life.” Francis S. Collins, Head of the Human Genome Project 

• “Some of the building blocks of life [amino acids] have 
been created [in the lab] and also found on meteorites ...  
Beyond this point, however the details become quite 
sketchy.  How could a self replicating information 
carrying molecule assemble spontaneously from these 
compounds?” 
Francis S. Collins  
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Evolution of the Human Body

• “... human beings have evolved over the course of time, principally through 
physical and organic evolution – there is a traceable movement from homo 
habilis to homo erectus to homo sapiens which branched off into homo 
sapien neanderthalensis and homosapien sapiens – the latter of which 
became modern human beings.”  Father Spitzer

• “Scientists have many more pieces of the human origins puzzle than they 
once did, but the puzzle is now vastly bigger than it was previously 
understood to be.  Many gaps remain, and some may never close.  Take the 
question of why we evolved such massive brains.  At around 1400 grams, 
the modern human brain is considerably larger than expected for a primate 
of our body size.  Bernard Wood,  a paleoanthropologists at George 
Washington University states:  ‘The singularity [this one of a kind event] is why 
it’s interesting – and why it’s impossible to answer scientifically’.  ‘The 
problem with trying to answer ‘why’ questions about the evolution of our 
unique traits is that there is no way to evaluate the proposed explanations 
empirically’.” Kate Wong, Senior Editor Scientific American

Note:  Our evolutionary lineage will always be subject to new fossil discoveries and future genetic
testing and discoveries.  
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Genetic ‘Adam and Eve’
Spoiler Alert: They were probably not ‘a couple’

• “Among homo sapien sapiens was a woman who geneticists have 
named “Mitochondrial Eve.”  She is the common woman ancestor of 
all human beings everywhere in the world today, and lived about 
200,000 years ago, possibly in Botswana in the area of the current 
Makgaikgadi pans.  All of us –no matter where we are from –still 
have a genetic remnant from her called “mitochondrial DNA.” 

• In the same period of 200,000 years ago in the same location, there 
was a man who geneticists call “Y chromosome Adam” who is the 
common male ancestor of all men.  He generated the Y 
chromosome which constitutes the DNA of all men today.  So we 
might conclude from this that we have common genetic ancestry in 
two individuals who arose physically and biologically out of an 
evolutionary process, and who transmitted their DNA through 
continued physical and biological development to us.  
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Where Did We Get Our Soul?

• A pure physical, organic evolution is only part of the truth 
of human origins because God has given every human 
being an individual and unique transphysical soul --
something that is not reducible to physics or to a 
physical evolutionary process.  Since it is transphysical, 
it must have a transphysical cause - namely, God. Fr. Spitzer
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Definition of Soul
• The term “Soul” has differing Biblical meanings based on the varied      

uses of the term in the Bible over time.

• Hebrew: By combining body and spirit together you get a soul.

• Roman Catholic definition:  The spiritual principle of human beings. 
The soul is the subject of human consciousness and freedom; soul 
and body together form one unique human nature.  Each human 
soul is individual and immortal, immediately created by God.  The 
soul does not die with the body, from which it is separated by death, 
and with which it will be reunited in the final resurrection. Father Spitzer

• Reformed Tradition:  The Spirit is the element in humanity that gives 
us the ability to have an intimate relationship with God.  Whenever 
the word spirit is used, it refers to the immaterial part of humanity 
that “connects” with God, who Himself is Spirit. (John 4:24)

176



We Almost Became Extinct!

• One theory:  Approximately 
70,000 B.C., a volcano called 
Toba on Sumatra in Indonesia 
went off, blowing roughly 650 
miles of vaporized rock into the 
air.  It is the largest volcanic 
eruption to date.

• At this time, the world-wide 
population of human beings fell to 
roughly a thousand reproductive 
adults, and possibly as low as 40 
breeding pair, located in the Horn 
of Africa.
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60,000 years ago 
Without genetic, biological, or anthropological

explanations:

• Human beings develop syntactical language and symbols

• Human beings migrated out of Africa into the whole world 

• Human beings have interest in religion and burying dead

• Human beings have interest in abstract art

• Human beings develop abstract numeration and math

• Human beings have interest in law and legal systems. 
Father Spitzer

Note:  Anthropology is always open to fine tuning by new discoveries, but the degree of 
transformation in our consciousness in a short time period 60,000 years ago is fascinating.
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• “Not even our most proximate ancestors – developed 
this capacity and there is no known or probable 
biological or genetic explanation for this unique 
development in human beings, our genetic ancestors did 
convey a genetic-biological physical profile to us, but 
they did not give everything to us that makes us human.” 

• “Something else was added 130,000 years after them 
(70,000 years ago) that gave rise to the explosion of 
universal syntactical language, religion, art, 
mathematics, and the precursors to complex civilization.”

• “I would submit that this “something” is a transcendent 
soul  Father Spitzer 
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Five Indications of Our Transphysical Soul
The Soul’s Upward Yearning 

Robert Spitzer, S.J., Ph.D

• Medical studies of near-death experiences 

• Five transcendental human desires – Plato

• The ‘hard problem of consciousness’

• Heuristic notions [mental shortcuts to problem solving],

conceptual ideas, and syntax test of 

abstract thought.

• Gödel’s Theorem:  Proves human 

intelligence is beyond any set of 

prescribed rules or algorithms.
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Near Death Experiences Fr.Spitzer

Accurate reporting of verifiable data during clinical death: 

• 85% of children and 20% of adults who undergo clinical 
death…experience themselves having a trans-physical soul 
which leaves their bodies, enabling them to see their bodies from 
a point above and beyond them. 

• Reports from a domain beyond the physical universe (e.g., the 
loving white light and deceased relatives).

• 80% of blind people from birth see during clinical death. 

• The absence of death anxiety. [Conflicts with evolutionary drive]
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Five Transcendental Desires 

1. Desire for perfect Knowledge-Truth

2. Desire for perfect Love

3. Desire for perfect Justice-Goodness 

4. Desire for perfect Beauty 

5. Desire for perfect Being [Contentment]
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We Are Born With These Five Desires

• “Children recognize when knowledge is incomplete, love 
is less than perfect, fairness and justice less than 
perfect, etc.”

• Knowledge of these transcendental desires go back to 
the thought of Plato. [400 BC] 

• “Where did we get our tacit awareness of these five 
transcendentals in their perfection?”

• “It could not be from our experience, because there is no 
perfect truth, perfect love, perfect fairness/goodness, 
etc., in the world around us –or, for that matter, in us.”

Father Spitzer
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God is Perfect Truth, Love, Justice, 
Beauty and Being

• “This means that our consciousness must have some connection 
with perfect truth itself, perfect love itself, perfect fairness/goodness 
itself, perfect beauty itself, and perfect home itself.  If this argument 
is correct, then human beings not only have transcendental 
awareness and transcendental desires, we have a connection with 
the source of all transcendental perfections – namely, God.”

• “Another way of saying this is that God is present to human 
consciousness, and his presence engenders within us the tacit 
awareness for perfect truth, love,  goodness, etc., which causes 
virtually every kind of human creativity and striving.”

• “ If so, then it was not only our transcendent soul that engendered 
these forms of inquiry, creativity, and striving within us, it was 
concomitantly God’s presence to our souls.”    Father Spitzer
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Saint Augustine

• This is why Augustine [400 AD] 
begins his Confessions with the 
perennial truth -- "For Thou hast 
made us for Thyself and our hearts 
are restless until they rest in Thee." 
We are made for perfect truth, 
perfect love, perfect justice, perfect 
beauty, and perfect home. Thus only 
God – who is perfect truth, love, 
goodness, beauty, and home – can 
satisfy us. Without him, therefore, 
we will never be satisfied or fulfilled 
– we will never be at peace. 

Father Spitzer
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Human Evolution:

The Hard Problem 

of Consciousness
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We Are Made of Star Dust
• We are made from dust - from exploding stars.

• The basic elements of life are actually quite common.  These 
are primarily, hydrogen, carbon, nitrogen, oxygen.  The soil 
below us, the atmosphere around us, the sun, moon, and 
stars above us are all made of these elements.

• We are made of trillions of atoms.  These atoms form 
molecules, molecules form cells, cells form systems (skeletal, 
muscular, digestive, etc.), and those systems eventually form 
us.
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Our Bodies are Complex!

• Our bodies are made up of around 75 trillion cells, with 6 feet 
of DNA in every cell containing over 3 billion ‘bits’ of coding.  

• An estimated 6-trillion reactions take place in each cell every 
second.

• Throughout our lives, our bodies are in a process of dying and 
renewing atom by atom; and yet this process continues to 
remember to re-create the individual us.  

• In a 12-month period, 98 percent of the atoms in our bodies 
will be exchanged for new ones.  In 5-years, 100 percent of 
the atoms will be new.
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The Universe is a Sharing Place

• The trillions of atoms that make up our bodies are constantly being 
recycled.  When atoms cease being part of our bodies, they join 
another entity, taking their place in making someone or something 
else.

• “The atoms that make you in this very second may have earlier been 
part of a stork, or Mars, or mushroom, or a squid, or coconut, or 
Ohio, or Buddha, or Cher.”  Rob Bell

• “There are about 50 trillion cells in a newborn human baby.  
However, a baby’s cells are not really new - the atoms in them have 
been circulating through the cosmos for billions of years.  But the 
baby is made new by an invisible intelligence that has come 
together to shape a unique life-form.”  Rob Bell 
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So Where are “You” in Your Body?

• “There are dimensions to you that transcend the actual parts 
and pieces that you refer to as your body.”

• “Holism is the reality that emerges only when all the parts are 
put together but can't be individually located, labeled, or 
identified at a smaller, component parts level.  Novels are 
more than just words, songs are more than just the notes.”

• “Holism is the truth that your consciousness and 
personality and awareness cannot be located in your 
physicality.  Holism is the truth that you the whole are more 
than the sum of your parts.” Rob Bell
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The Hard Problem of Consciousness

“The brain, poses all sorts of problems to keep 
scientists busy.  How do we learn, store memories, or 
perceive things? …  But these were all ‘easy 
problems’, in the scheme of things: given enough 
time and money, experts would figure them out.  
There was only one truly hard problem of 
consciousness ...” David Chalmers

191



“Conscience” vs “Consciousness”
• “Conscience”:  Because we are made in God’s image we have an inner 

feeling guiding us as to the rightness or wrongness of ones' behavior.  
A sense of morality based on the five transcendental desires we inherit 
from God and are assigned through the Holy Spirit.    

• “Consciousness”:  the fact of awareness by the mind of itself and the 
world.  Self-awareness and realizing the essence of experiences – of 
having an ‘inner life’.

• “We experience ourselves experiencing - and we are aware of our 
awareness.  Consciousness is the feeling of being inside your head, 
looking out – of having a soul.”  David Chalmers

• Consciousness reflects our place in the universe, the nature of our 
existence.

• There is no accounting for conscious awareness, free will, or the     
subjective nature of feelings.

• “How does the brain manage it?  How can the brain give rise to 
something as mysterious as the experience of being the brain, and the 
body in which it resides?”  Chalmers
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No One Has Been Able to Find the Location or 
Process of Consciousness in the Brain

• “Physical processes cannot replicate consciousness”

• “This obeys none of the usual rules of science.  It doesn’t 
seem to be physical.  It can’t be observed, except from 
within, by the conscious person.  It can’t even really be 
described.”  David Chalmers

• In 1989, writing in the International Dictionary of 
Psychology, the British psychologist Stuart Sutherland 
wrote: “it is impossible to specify what it is, what it does, 
or why it evolved.  Nothing worth reading has been 
written on it.”
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The Hard Problem of Consciousness
• The most powerful brain scanners in existence cannot detect 

Consciousness.

• “Brain scans cannot tell the difference between a person 
having Consciousness and their Zombie replica that has 
none.” David Chalmers

• Consciousness can’t just be made of ordinary physical atoms. 

• So consciousness must, somehow, be something extra – an 
additional ingredient in nature.

• “The mind, Descartes [1600 A.D.] concluded, must be made 
of some special, immaterial stuff that didn’t abide by the laws 
of nature; it had been bequeathed to us by God.”
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Which Came First, Consciousness or Life?  

• Western Philosophy: Consciousness emerges from living systems. The 
world out there is all in our head - a representation of reality.  Modern 
Science tells us the brain is a computer composed of brain cells 
(neurons) and their connections (synapses).

• Eastern Philosophy:  Consciousness is intrinsic to the Universe and 
preceded life.  Platonic values (ideal forms/true reality) are embedded in 
the Universe.

• Quantum Consciousness: Consciousness is a process built into the 
structure of the universe, connected to the brain via quantum 
computations.  This suggests that conscious experience requires a 
world view in which consciousness or its precursors are irreducible 
components of reality within fundamental space-time geometry.  Dr. 
Stuart Hameroff
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An Idea to Keep an Eye On …
• Conventional science and philosophy base consciousness strictly on classical 

physics, rejecting the possibility of a non-localized origin of quantum 
consciousness, including consciousness continuing without a biological body.

• The prevalent scientific approach to consciousness presents the brain as a 
biological computer, with neurons and synaptic connections acting as "bit" 
states and switches.

• The perspective of the brain as a neuronal-computer has three problems:

a. Brain synaptic activity related to sensory processing often occurs after we 
have responded to that sensory input, seemingly consciously (Dennett 1991; 
Wegner 2002).  What?!?!?

b. The best measure of consciousness, gamma synchrony EEG, is not 
determined from synaptic activity. (EEG is used in monitoring depth of anesthesia)

c. As cells, neurons are far more complex than simple switches.  Consider the 
one-cell Paramecium which can swim around, find food, mate, avoid 
obstacles, and learn; all without a single synaptic connection.

d. All this indicates Consciousness takes place at a more fundamental level 
than synaptic connections.
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Orch OR
• Orchestrated Objective Reduction (Orch OR) is a biological concept of the 

brain developed by Sir Roger Penrose, British physicist and mathematician, 
and Dr. Stuart Hameroff, American professor of anesthesiology.  Penrose 
and Hameroff propose that Consciousness originates at the quantum level 
inside neurons rather than the conventional view that consciousness is the 
sum result of connections between neurons (synaptic connections).

• Currently, the study of physics avoids the strangeness of quantum 
mechanics by separating the large scale from the small scale; keeping the 
two worlds apart.  Penrose and Hameroff propose that Consciousness 
exists precisely on the edge between quantum and classical physics.

• The 'Orch OR' model is a quantum approach to consciousness, connecting 
brain processes to fluctuations in fundamental spacetime geometry at the 
most basic structural level of the Universe where only information exists. 
(Planck scale (6.3631×10−34 inches) (the level of strings or quantum gravity)

• The Penrose-Hameroff theory of Orch OR proposes that consciousness 
depends on quantum computations in structures called microtubules inside 
brain neurons which occurs along with and supports synaptic computations 
(Penrose and Hameroff 1995; Hameroff and Penrose 1996a,b; Hameroff 1998a,b; 
Hameroff et al. 2002). 197



Microtubules
• Microtubules are cylindrical polymers of the protein "tubulin“.  They 

are major components of the cell’s ‘skeleton’ which self-assembles 
to configure intra-cellular architecture, creates and regulates 
synapses, and communicates between membrane structures and 
genes in the cell nucleus.  Cells are small but complicated!  

• In addition to bone-like support, microtubules and other cytoskeletal 
components seem to act as the cell's nervous system.  Its "on-board 
computer," continually reshaping and differentiating.  

• In microtubule lattices, the states of individual tubulins are proposed 
to act as "bit" states, as in classical computers and molecular 
automata (Hameroff and Watt 1982; Rasmussen et al. 1990).  

• Microtubule-level processing raises the capacity for neuronal 
information processing immensely.
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Microtubule ‘Quantum Computer’
• The Penrose-Hameroff Orch OR proposes tubulins can act as quantum 

bits, or "qubits" in microtubule quantum ‘computers’, and that such 
quantum computations connect conscious brain functions to the over-all 
consciousness that permeates the fabric of the universe.  This opens the 
door to consciousness being nonlocal, and in some cases possibly 
untied to body and brain

• Microtubules perform quantum computations which are "orchestrated" by 
synaptic inputs and neuron physiology, isolated from decoherence 
(interference), and terminated by OR (objective reduction or collapse of 
the quantum superposition by consciousness), hence the name: 
Orchestrated Objective Reduction, "Orch OR”.

• In 2013, Anirban Bandyopadhyay of the Japanese National Institute for 
Materials Science detected quantum states in microtubules.

• In 2015, physicist Matthew Fisher of the University of California, Santa 
Barbara offered that the nuclear spins in phosphorus atoms could 
become entangled, preventing the information from losing quantum 
coherence and enabling quantum computation within neurons. 199



Death Experiences and Orch OR
• A "BIS" monitor (Aspect Medical Systems, Newton MA) records and processes 

frontal EEG to produce a digital bispectral index number on a scale of 0-
100.  A fully awake adult has an index of 80-100, general anesthesia has an 
index between 40 and 60, and the index at zero equates to EEG death.

• In a study reported in the Journal of Palliative Medicine, (Chawla et al. (2009),
seven monitored patients showed a burst of activity after postcardiac death 
with an abrupt rise of the BIS to an index of 60, and in most cases 80 or 
higher.  After a period of such activity from 90 seconds to 20 minutes, the 
activity dropped abruptly to zero.

• In another report published in the journal Anesthesia and Analgesia, three 
brain-injured patients at the time of cardiac death had the BIS number 
dwindled downward and then spiked to approximately 80 in all three cases, 
and remained there for 30-90 seconds.  The number then abruptly returned 
to zero.
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Death Experiences and Orch OR
• The mystery remains as to how brain activity occurs in metabolically dead 

tissue; receiving no blood flow or oxygen, and lacking mechanisms to 
remove toxic metabolites.

• Obviously, we cannot say whether the after-death brain activity is indeed 
related to near death experiences or the Spirit leaving the body.  Nor do we 
know how commonly it occurs.  The BIS monitor has not been fully tested in 
identifying near-death experiences. 

• However, it may be that energy requirements for consciousness is small 
compared to nonconscious brain functions, especially if consciousness 
occurs primarily within brain cells rather than communication between brain 
cells.

• If consciousness occurs as a process at the level of fundamental space-
time geometry and the brain is under the duress of physical death, it is 
conceivable that quantum information processes constituting consciousness 
could dissipate to the nonlocal universe at large.

• An afterlife, an actual spirit-as-quantum information leaving the body and 
persisting as entangled fluctuations in multiple scales or planes in quantum 
space-time geometry may be scientifically possible.   Hameroff 201
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According to Quantum Physics,

Are We More Material or Ethereal?
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Are We Really More 
Ethereal Than Material?

• We are 99.999999999% 
empty space.

• Our remaining 
components are particles 
composed of waves of 
possibilities and 
probabilities.

• We are really ethereal 
figures made up of 
bundles of energy.
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Is There a Line Between 

Material and Spiritual?

“Most of us were taught in science class that ours is a 
hard, stable, tangible world that we can study and 
analyze because it's there, right in front of us, and we 
can prove it in a lab.”

“Another perspective came along as well, the one that 
declared that there is a clear distinction between the 
material world and the immaterial world, between the 
physical world and the spiritual world.”  Rob Bell
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“What we have learned from science, however, 
is that that distinction isn't so clear after all.  In 
other words, the line between matter and spirit 
may not be a line at all, because the primary 
essence of reality is energy flow.”  Rob Bell
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What Can Quantum Physics 
Tell Us about God?

“When people object to the idea of God, to the 
idea that there is more beyond our tangible, 
approvable-with-hard evidence observations and 
experiences of the world, they aren't taking the 
entire world into account.” Rob Bell
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God’s Creation is Always 
Unfolding and Evolving

• “Romans 8:19-22:  The whole creation is eagerly waiting for the full 
revelation of the children of God. . . . From the beginning until now, 
the entire creation, as we know, has been groaning in one great act 
of giving birth.  In this familiar passage, St. Paul seems to fully 
assume evolution.”

• “If our God is both incarnate and implanted, both Christ and Holy 
Spirit, then an unfolding inner dynamism in all creation is not only 
certain, but also moving in a positive direction, with a divine goal that 
is always set before us.”  

• “Foundational hope demands a foundational belief in a world that is 
still and always unfolding.  Personally, I have found that it is almost 
impossible to heal individuals if the whole cosmic arc is not also a 
trajectory toward the good, the true, and the beautiful.” Richard Rohr
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God Pulling Us Forward
• “What we see is God meeting people in a real place at a 

real time in history and driving them forward ...

• It's as if human history were progressing along a 
trajectory, and arc, a continuum; and sacred history is 
the capturing and recording of those moments ... 

• The Bible is a library of radically progressive books, 
books that were ahead of their time, books that tell 
stories about human interactions with the divine being 
who never, ever gives up on us and never stops calling 
us and pulling us and inviting us into new and better 
futures.” Rob Bell  
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We Are Part of God’s Creation
• “In recent years we've heard a number of very intelligent and 

articulate scientists, professors, and writers argue passionately and 
confidently that there is no God.  This particular faith insists that 
human beings are nothing more than highly complex interactions of 
atoms and molecules and neurons, hardwired over time to respond 
to stimuli in particular ways, feverishly constructing meaning to 
protect us from the unwelcome truth that there is no ultimate 
meaning because in the end we are simply the sum of our parts-no 
more-no less.”

• “To insist that we are simply random doesn't ring true to our very real 
experiences of life.” Rob Bell  [One reason I believe there are no true atheists]

• “...every human brain, from early childhood on, contemplates the 
possibility that spiritual realms exist.  Even young children raised in 
nonreligious communities understand the concept of God,...a reality 
they cannot see.”  
Andrew Newberg, M.D., Neuroscientist
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There is More to Our Existence …

“What is fascinating to me is that at the center of 
the Christian faith is the assumption that this life 
isn't all there is. That there is more to life than 
the material.  That existence is not limited to 
what we can see, touch, measure, taste, hear, 
and observe.  One of the central assertions of 
the Christian worldview is that there is more.”

Rob Bell
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Is the Resurrection Real?

John 20:1-8
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The Importance of the Resurrection

1 Corinthians 15:13-14 (NIV)

13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then 
not even Christ has been raised.

14 And if Christ has not been raised, our 
preaching is useless and so is your faith. 
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An Investigation into the Resurrection

216

The Shroud of Turin 

and 

Sudarium of Oviedo

Have Two Related Religious Relics
become Forensic Evidence for

the Physical Resurrection of Jesus?

Note:  Carbon 14 dating tests performed in 1988 indicating a medieval origin of the shroud have 
been determined to be inaccurate.  These tests were conducted on a sample taken from an area 
rewoven as a repair on the Shroud and therefore has completely different chemical properties than 
the rest of the linen.



Shroud of Turin Video

Watch the Video at:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmdI5WvWpfE 

(Highlight, Copy, and Paste into your browser address bar)
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The Event: John 20:1-8 (NRSV)

• Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 

• So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him." 

• Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 
• The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 

reached the tomb first. 
• He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did 

not go in. 
• Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the 

linen wrappings lying there, 
• and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen 

wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 
• Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he 

saw and believed … 
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Questions…

• Why did the disciples immediately believe when seeing the linen 
wrappings lying there in the place where the body had laid?

• If people had removed the wrapped body from the tomb, how 
could the burial cloth be left behind?

• If the burial wrappings had been removed before the body left 
the tomb, would they still be laying there - or more likely be 
found in a disorderly pile or scattered on the floor?  

• What is the significance of the face cloth being set aside? 
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Questions…
• Why did the disciples immediately believe when seeing the linen 

wrappings lying there in the place where the body had laid?

• If people had removed the wrapped body from the tomb, how 
could the burial cloth be left behind?

• If the burial wrappings had been removed before the body left 
the tomb, would they still be laying there - or more likely 
found in a disorderly pile or scattered on the floor?  Why 
would someone even want to remove the burial wrappings 
before removing the body?  

• What is the significance of the face cloth being set aside? 
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The Research
Scientists Examine the Shroud of Turin and Sudarium of Oviedo

• Upon Jesus' death on the cross, a piece of linen cloth 
referred to as a face scarf, kerchief, or “sudarium” would 
have been placed over His face and wrapped over and 
around His head to capture any blood and fluid 
discharges per Jewish custom. 

• The Sudarium of Oviedo, is widely believed to be the 
face cloth of Jesus.  It is currently housed in Camera 
Santa of the Cathedral of San Salvador, Oviedo, Spain. 
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The Shroud 
• In this type of burial, Jesus’ body would have been laid on top 

of a burial linen cloth shroud with the cloth folded over Him.  
Then, the body would have been bound within the shroud by 
linen strips.

• The Shroud of Turin is thought to be the burial cloth that 
covered the body of Jesus in the tomb after his burial.  The 
Shroud is currently housed in the royal chapel of the 
Cathedral of Saint John the Baptist in Turin, northern Italy.

• According to the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology, the Shroud is the most studied artifact in history.
Father Robert Spitzer

• There has been over 600,00 hours of scientific analysis of the 
Shroud.  Augustine Institute
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The Image
• The image on the Shroud of Turin is a 

photographic negative created on cloth which 
is a non-photosensitive material.

• The image appears to be caused by rapid 
dehydration of the cellulose on the top 0.7 
micrometers (0.000028 inches) of the fabric 
causing all fibers to be collectively colored 
with the same intensity and uniform color.
(Linen is made from the flax plant)

• It is not a stain created by dyes or chemicals.  
It is not painted.

• The image is not burned on in a conventional 
heat application method.

• Scientists can't reproduce the image using   
medieval or modern technologies.
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3D Encoded Image & X-ray Component

• Embedded in the shroud is a data set that encodes 3-D 
information in a 2-D format.  This allows the image of the 
man on the Shroud to be read by 3D imaging technology.  
Paintings and other man-created images fail this test.

• The shroud presents an X-ray like picture of the skeletal 
system, particularly displaying the bones of both hands, 
the left wrist, the skull and front teeth, and some of the 
vertebrae.
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Dating the Image

• Carbon 14 dating tests performed in 1988 indicating a 
medieval origin of the shroud have been determined to 
be inaccurate.  These tests were conducted on a sample 
taken from an area rewoven as a repair on the Shroud, 
and therefore has completely different chemical 
properties than the rest of the linen.  

• Four contemporary dating tests age the Shroud to a time 
commensurate with the life and crucifixion of Jesus.  
These are the vanillin (component of flax) dating test of Dr. 
Raymond Rogers, two spectroscopic analyses of Dr. 
Giulio Fanti, et. al, and compressibility and breaking 
strength tests of Dr. Giulio Fanti, et. al.

• There are 120 coincidences of blood and fluid stains 
between the Shroud and the Sudarium.  The Sudarium 
has a definite history extending back to approximately 
570 AD which indicates the shroud is older than its 
proposed medieval origins of 1260-1390 AD.
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Evidence of Crucifixion
• The wounds of the crucified man are all consistent, not only with 

Roman crucifixion, but with the details of Jesus’ particular 
crucifixion: the scourging, the crown of thorns, no broken bones, and 
the wound in the side.  

• In addition, medieval paintings show the nails in the palm of Christ’s 
hands.  The Shroud shows the nail wounds in his wrists which is 
anatomically correct.  The flesh of the palms would not have 
supported the weight of the man’s body.  

• In addition to revealing puncture wounds to the wrists and feet and 
wounds to the head, they also reveal many linear wounds to the legs 
and torso consistent with the 'dumbbell' shaped wounds of a Roman 
flagrum (lead tipped whip).
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Geography

• Pollen from the Shroud is not only from the Jerusalem area, but from 
Turkey and other places the Shroud is supposed to have resided.  
Dust from the area of the image by the knees and feet is from the 
area around Jerusalem.

• Professor Avinoam Danin of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
revealed that an examination of pollen traces and floral imprints 
suggested that they could only have come from plants growing in a 
restricted area around Jerusalem and could date back to Jesus' 
time.  He said: "This combination of flowers can be found in only one 
region of the world.  The evidence clearly points to a floral grouping 
from the area surrounding Jerusalem”.

• Researchers from Hebrew University of Jerusalem also said a type 
of pollen from a thistle visible near the shoulder of the man's image 
on the shroud was believed to have come from the plant used for 
Jesus' crown of thorns. (Goundelia tournefortii, commonly known as thorny thistle tumbleweed?) 

• Two pollen grains of this same species were also found on the 
Sudarium of Oviedo, which is widely believed to have been the face 
cloth of Jesus at his burial.
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The Evidence of Jewish Burial Customs
• The Shroud details are perfectly consistent with first-century Jewish 

burial customs. This includes microscopic traces of the flowers that 
would have been used in the burial; flowers that grew locally and 
were known to be used for burial.  In addition, traces of the spices 
used for Jewish burial have been discovered.

• Jews in the 1st century AD used coins to hold down the eyelids of the 
dead.  On the right eyelid of the shroud image, the four letters "UCAI" 
were found.  They formed a crown around the crook of an augurs 
staff.  This image corresponds to the symbol on a small coin known 
as the dilepton lituus struck in 29 AD during the procuratorship of 
Pontius Pilate (26-36 AD).  The coin covering the left eye was later 
identified by Professors Bollone and Balossino as the lepton 
simpulum, which also was struck in 29 AD.
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The Blood and The Image
The bloodstains on the Shroud are real human blood, not paint.  The 
flow of the blood accurately reflects crucifixion and subsequent burial.  
The image was created on the Shroud after the bloodstains. This is most 
likely the opposite of what would need to be done by a forger.  The fact 
that the bloodstains retain their reddish color is evidence that the blood 
came from a person under extreme duress.  The most recent findings 
again suggests that the crucified man was tortured.  The blood stains tell 
a story very similar to the highly unusual crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth.  
The blood on the shroud is type AB.  This is significant because type AB 
is rare in Europe and most of the world.  An estimated 3.2% of the 
world's population have this blood type.  However, around 18% of Jews 
from northern Israel [Nazareth] have it.
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The Type of Cloth

The cloth is consistent with fabrics from first-
century Israel and not with medieval Europe.  A 
forger would have had to not only forge the image, 
but also have had detailed knowledge of linen 
weaves of the first century; and then not only 
reproduce it, but age it convincingly. 
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The Sudarium

‘Face-cloth’
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Relevance of the Face-cloth

Positioning of 

the Face-cloth
Body Wrapped in the Shroud 

with Face-cloth Set Aside.
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The Sudarium

• There are 120 coincidences of blood and fluid stains 
between the Shroud and the Sudarium.

• The following forensic analysis of the face cloth reveals 
how the ‘Crucified Man’ was removed from the cross and 
placed in the tomb… 233





Summary results from the forensic, geometrical and 
mathematical studies carried out by EDICES

• The Sudarium of Oviedo is a relic, which has been venerated in the 
cathedral of Oviedo for a very long time.  It contains stains formed by 
human blood of the group AB.

• The cloth is dirty, creased, torn and burnt in parts, stained and highly 
contaminated.  It does not, however, show signs of fraudulent 
manipulation.

• It seems to be a funeral cloth that was probably placed over the head 
of the corpse of an adult male of normal constitution.

• The man whose face the Sudarium covered had a beard, moustache, 
and long hair tied up at the nape of his neck into a ponytail.

• The man's mouth was closed, his nose was squashed and forced to 
the right by the pressure of holding the cloth to his face. 
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EDICES Summary

• The man was dead.  The mechanism that formed the stains is 
incompatible with any kind of breathing movement.

• At the bottom of the back of his head there is a series of wounds 
produced in life by some sharp objects.  These wounds had bled 
about an hour before the cloth was placed on top of them.

• Just about the entire head, shoulders and at least part of the back of 
the man were covered in blood before being covered by this cloth.  
This is known because it is impossible to reproduce the stains in the 
hair, on the forehead and on top of the head with blood from a 
corpse.  It can therefore be stated that the man was wounded before 
death with something that made his scalp bleed and produced 
wounds on his neck, shoulders, and upper part of the back.

• The man suffered a pulmonary oedema as a consequence of the 
terminal process.

• The cloth was placed over the head starting from the back & held to 
the hair by sharp objects.  From there it went round the left
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EDICES Summary

side of the head to the right cheek where for apparently unknown 
reasons it was folded over on itself ending up folded like an 
accordion at the left cheek.  It is possible that the cloth was placed 
like this because the head formed an obstacle and so it was folded 
over on itself.  On placing the cloth in this position, two stained areas 
can be anatomically observed - one over the "ponytail" and the other 
over the top of the back.

• Once the man had died, the corpse stayed in a vertical position for 
around one hour, and the right arm was raised with the head bent 70 
degrees forwards and 20 degrees to the right.  How can this be 
reasonably thought of as a "vertical position"?  If the man of the 
Oviedo Sudarium was hanging by the right arm only, then the rest of 
the body, especially the head, would be relatively far from this arm, 
hanging to the left.  This position is incompatible with that of the 
head that the cloth wrapped.  It is therefore easy to deduce that the 
body was hanging by both arms.  But if the body was hanging like
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EDICES Summary

this, without support for the feet, the man would have died in 15 or 
20 minutes, and there would not have been enough time to generate 
the amount of liquid necessary to form the stains visible on the cloth.  
If the body were hanging with both arms above the head, then the 
head would have been leaning forwards and not to the right.  So the 
only position compatible with the formation of the stains on the 
Oviedo cloth is both arms outstretched above the head and the feet 
in such a position as to make breathing very difficult, i.e. a position 
totally compatible with crucifixion.

• We can say that the man was wounded first (blood on the head, 
shoulders and back) and then "crucified".  The body was then 
placed on the ground on its right side, with the arms in the same 
position, and the head still bent 20 degrees to the right, and at 115 
degrees from the vertical position.  The forehead was placed on a 
hard surface, and the body was left in this position for approximately 
one more hour.
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EDICES Summary

• The body was then moved, while somebody's left hand in various 
positions tried to stem the flow of liquid from the nose and mouth, 
pressing strongly against them.  This movement could have taken 
about 5 minutes.  The cloth was folded over itself all this time.  The 
cloth was then straightened out and wrapped all round the head, like 
a hood, held on again by sharp objects. This allowed part of the 
cloth, folded like a cone, to fall over the back. With the head thus 
covered, the corpse was held up (partly) by a left fist.  The cloth was 
then moved sideways over the face in this position.  Thus, once the 
obstacle (which could have been the hair matted with blood or the 
head bent towards the right) had been removed, the cloth covered 
the entire head and the corpse was moved for the last time, face 
down on a closed left fist.  This movement produced the large 
triangular stain, on whose surface the finger shaped stains can be 
seen and on the reverse side of the cloth, the curve inscribed on the 
cheek.  Like the previous movement, this one could have taken 5 
minutes at most.

• Finally, on reaching the destination, the body was placed face up 
and for unknown reasons, the cloth was taken off the head.  ... The 
Oviedo cloth could not have been placed between the face and the 
Shroud, as if it had been, the image [of the face] on the Shroud 
would not have been formed. 239



How Was the Image Created 
On the Shroud?

• The image appears to be caused by rapid dehydration of 
the flax cellulose on the top 0.7 micrometers (0.000028 
inches) of the linen fabric and not by paint, dye, stain, or 
other conventional method.  What could cause this rapid 
dehydration without affecting the rest of the fabric? 

• Italian scientist Paolo DiLazzaro tried for five years to 
replicate the image and concluded that it may have been 
produced by vacuum ultraviolet light, but the ultraviolet 
light necessary to reproduce the image “exceeds the 
maximum power released by all ultraviolet light sources 
available today.”  The time for such a burst “would be 
shorter than one forty-billionth of a second, and the 
intensity of the ultra violet light would have to be around 
several billion watts.”
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The Current Understanding …

• The only known explanation for the formation of the image is 
an intense burst of radiation emitted from every three-
dimensional point of the body in the Shroud.  Radiation-based 
attempts of ultraviolet light, corona discharge, and protons 
gave the closest results for the very thin coloration depth, the 
hue of color, and the presence of an image in linen parts not 
in contact with the body.

• Therefore with a short, but intense burst of radiation, the body 
of Jesus became mechanically transparent allowing the 
shroud to collapse into and through the body while light 
emanated evenly from every three dimensional part of the 
transparent body.
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Conclusion?
• Forensic analysis of the Shroud and Sudarium provides substantial 

evidence that they are connected to the crucifixion of Jesus as described in 
the Bible.  

• With 120 coincidences of blood and fluid stains between the Shroud the 
Sudarium, they seem to cross corroborate each other.

• The focus of the disciples on the linen cloth and placement of the face-cloth 
as described in John’s narrative adds further authenticity.  If the body was 
stolen or removed from the tomb, the linen wrappings would not have been 
left behind just lying there.  If the face-cloth had not been removed, the face 
on the shroud could not have been formed.

• Historically:  “Other prophets, other messiahs, came and went in Jesus’ day.  
Routinely, they died violently at the hands of the pagan enemy.  Their 
movements either died with them, sometimes literally, or transformed 
themselves into a new movement around a new leader.” “Jesus’ movement 
did neither.  Within days of his execution it found a new lease of life; within 
weeks it was announcing that he was indeed the messiah; within a year or 
two it was proclaiming him to the pagans as their rightful Lord.”  “How can a 
historian explain this astonishing transformation?”  “The early Christians 
themselves, to a man and woman, gave one answer only.  They said that 
after his shameful death God had raised Jesus from the dead.”  N.T. Wright 242



Final Thoughts …

• Would the Shroud and Sudarium be taken more 
seriously today if they were recent archaeological 
discoveries and not labelled as “religious relics”?

• For those who demand evidence for a physical 
resurrection, the Shroud and Sudarium seem to deliver 
substantial support; especially if evaluated within the 
broadened possibilities provided by the weirdness of 
quantum reality.  

• The authenticity of the evidence continues to strengthen 
as studies continue.

However, no matter what …
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“We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight”
Second Corinthians 5:7

As Christians, we do not have to believe in the 
Shroud or the Sudarium.  Our understanding of the 
Resurrection is rooted in Faith. The shroud and 
Sudarium can be disproven tomorrow and our 
belief in the Resurrection should not change.  
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