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The buck stops here
The devil didn’t really make us do it . . .    

THE buck stops here” is a phrase that 
was made popular by U.S. President 
Harry S. Truman, who kept a sign 

with that phrase on his desk in the Oval 
Offi ce. The phrase refers to the fact that 
the President recognised he had to make 
the decisions and accept the ultimate re-
sponsibility for those decisions. He was 
not going to blame anyone else because 
when he took the job he knew that the re-
sponsibility went with it and he agreed to 
it. “Passing the buck” is the alternative. It 
originated in poker where it meant pass-
ing the responsibility (the deal) onto the 
next person, and it has come to mean 
evading responsibility or shifting blame 
on to others.

The problem is contagious

According to the January 2010 edition 
of the Journal of Experimental Social Psy-
chology, blaming mistakes on others is 

socially contagious. Not only does this 
habit spread, but when people blame oth-
ers for their mistakes, they actually learn 
less (not learning from their mistakes, be-
cause they haven’t made any) and per-
formance and productivity suffer. This 

problem is magnifi ed when blame be-
comes embedded in the culture of groups 
or organisations.

Today we live in a world of “passing 
the buck” where everyone is very quick 
to blame others or claim diminished re-
sponsibility because of mitigating circum-
stances. Somewhere there has to be a rea-
son so that it is “not my fault”.

The problem isn’t new

This of course is not a new problem. If 
we look at one of the very fi rst conversa-
tions ever recorded, in Genesis 3:9–13, 
it involved both Adam and Eve “passing 
the buck”, as Adam blamed Eve and then 
Eve blamed the Serpent. God however 
was neither impressed nor was he fooled 
as he held them all responsible for being 
disobedient to his Word, and there were 
consequences for all concerned. 
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One of the consequences that came 
out of this situation was that mankind be-
came truth evaders, responsibility evad-
ers and God evaders. 

Much later when God freed Israel from 
bondage in Egypt he tried once again to 
teach them to accept responsibility.  The 
Lord called Moses to Mt Sinai to give him 
commandments and laws for his people. 
These were to be basic instructions to 
show them that with their freedom went 
a responsibility—to listen to and obey 
God’s Word.

The people got bored even waiting for 
Moses, and they got totally side-tracked 
and said to Aaron the priest, “Up, make 
us gods, which shall go before us.” Aaron, 
instead of putting them straight, standing 
fi rm, and telling them they were wrong, 
collected up all of their gold jewellery and 
made an idol, a golden calf for them to 
worship. When Moses came down from 
the Mount he was furious; he smashed 
the stone tablets that God had written 
on, destroyed the calf, and demanded of 
Aaron, “What have you done?” Aaron at 
this time would not shoulder the respon-
sibility and simply blamed the people and 
quite incredibly had a go at blaming the 
idol itself: “So they gave me [their gold]: 
then I cast it into the fi re, and there came 
out this calf.” Once again God was not im-
pressed and all had to suffer major con-
sequences.

Repentance is the opposite

We see the opposite in an interesting sto-
ry in the New Testament, of a man who 
made some wrong choices and some sil-
ly decisions. However, when things went 
horribly wrong with his life he recognised 
that he only had himself to blame, and he 
was willing to accept the consequences 
of his actions. His father accepted him 
back with love and compassion. This story 
in Luke 15:11–24—of the “prodigal son” 
and his return to his father—is a won-
derful picture of a person recognising he 
is responsible for the mess he is in and 
coming back to God with a humble at-
titude. If this story was written today it 
would probably have all the do-gooders 
coming up with a million excuses for his 
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actions: bad upbringing, bullying, falling 
in with the wrong crowd etc. And therein 
lies the problem: no-one wants anyone to 
simply accept responsibility for their ac-
tions. However, we see that when we do 
(it’s a part of what the Bible calls repent-
ance) God the Father welcomes us with 
love and compassion. This is a decision, 
an attitude, that no-one else can make or 
have for us. Each of us needs to recognise 
that we are indeed responsible for every 
decision we make.

Let’s not make excuses

The Bible says that we will all be held 
accountable for our actions, particularly 
how we have reacted to the gospel, God’s 
words. There can be no excuses, no-one 
else to blame, as God gives us all the same 
opportunities and with them, the same 
responsibilities.

Philippians 2:12 says “work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling.” 
This simply means to fulfi l all that is nec-
essary to accomplish the salvation that 
God has promised. It is God that is work-
ing in us to achieve this, but we have to 
desire this more than anything else and 

“Set our affection on things above, not on 
things on the earth” (Colossians 3:2). No-
one else can do that for us, and no-one 
else can make us not do it.

No-one else has, or can have, the effect 
on our salvation that we ourselves have. 
It is every person’s duty to be as happy as 
possible here, and to be prepared for eter-
nal happiness in the future world. “The 
buck stops here.” 

“no-one wants anyone to 

simply accept responsibility 

for their actions”
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The day after 
convention
Some shots from the traditional end-of-
convention breakfast at a certain fast food 
restaurant . . .



A report from Pastor Mark

ln March this year we received a request 
from three Spiritfi lled people in Grey-
mouth about the possibility of establish-
ing an assembly on the West Coast of the 
South Island. 

Helen Brand, one of the three, is origi-
nally from the Adelaide assembly, and has 
been living in Greymouth with her family 
for many years. Two men, Malcolm and 
Donald, had been in long-term contact 
with Helen and each other and had come 
to the conclusion that they also wanted 
to be part of our Fellowship. Both were 
fi lled with the Spirit many years ago, and 
Donald had been baptised at the time. 
Malcolm had decided it was time to be 
baptised as well. I had actually met Mal-
colm and spoken to him about getting 
baptised some twelve years ago on the 
Coast, through Helen’s contact, so it was 
quite a joy to see him eventually come to 
that conclusion!

Greymouth is some three-and-a-half 
hours drive west from Christchurch across 
the Southern Alps. Ben Bakker and I went 
over to speak with the folk and Malcolm 
was baptised later that day in the surf. 

West Coast beginnings
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A baptism and a beachhead in Greymouth

TOP:  Malcolm about to be baptised in the surf

ABOVE:  (1) Helen & son (2) Malcolm (3) The Moss Shed

LEFT:  Folk at the fi rst meeting, with Donald at right

RIGHT:  At the outreach: Kaye witnessing on the right 

Chas Bakker was also, providentially, 
able to drop in for an hour or so at the 
same time while travelling in that area 
for work.

There was a lot of discussion, with 
good result. The result was that we are 
now holding meetings each Sunday and 
midweek in Greymouth. Once a fortnight, 
a carload of saints from Christchurch trav-
el over, usually just on the Sunday, and 
run the meeting. One of the fi rst meetings 
even had new couple present! 

The Greymouth folk have also visited 
Christchurch on a couple of occasions. 
Donald and Helen were able to come to 
the recent national convention.

We also recently held a weekend out-
reach over there, with presentations and 
meetings on the Saturday night and Sun-
day morning. We are arranging another 
weekend outreach there in a couple of 
weeks.

The Greymouth meetings are currently 
held at Malcolm's house, a few rooms in 
an old moss processing and drying fac-
tory we all call “The Moss Shed”.

Please keep the folk and the work here 
in your prayers! 



Auckland

Since our last report Ella Wilkinson was 
buried in the waters of baptism and on 
the 18th of April Zephaniah Michaells was 
born. The Annual Waitangi Day get to-
gether was held this year in Waihi Beach 
to meet up with some of the Te Puke 
saints and also with our brother Greg 
King who is working there.

The inaugural “The Stump” Sports Tro-
phy was awarded after our “Top Town” 
type sports day held in Long Bay.

We took over the Ellerslie Town Hall 
with the Bible prophecy display and spent 
a few Saturdays letterboxing and out-
reaching in the main street. 

Recent visitors: Meg and Edouard from 
France, Snowy, John from Port Moresby, 
PNG, and Peter Murray from Adelaide.
Pastor Royden was also a welcome visi-
tor as he spent several months travelling 
to and from Wellington for work.

Bay of Plenty

A busy time as usual over the last few 
months. As there was no Easter Camp in 
the North Island this year, many saints 
from Te Puke fl ew down to Christchurch 

New arrivals and small revivals
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Busy months with arrivals, visitors, outreaches, camps, convention, and baptisms among the young

for the South Island Easter Camp which 
was a brilliant time of fellowship. Another 
highlight for the previous few months was 
the NZ convention also held in Christch-
urch. The visiting brethren were blown 
away by the South Island hospitality and 
the extremely edifying event. Sadly for us, 
our dear Ernest family has moved across 
to the western island of Australia to Syd-
ney. Very sad to see them go but happy for 
their new adventure. In the next couple 
of weeks a crew of 20 or so Sydney young 
people organised by Rano and Charlotte 
Lealuga will be here for a North Island 
tour. The weekend after that, the Auck-
land brethren will be here and we will be 
putting on a “Just Desserts” night. Look-
ing forward and working towards lots of 
revival this year.

 
Christchurch

Since March, Christchurch has been oc-
cupied with the Greymouth outreach and 
meetings, Easter Camp, and preparing 
for the convention. As well, a few of us 
were able to attend the Leadership Camp 
in Adelaide in March. We have also had 
two young couples from Australia join 
us: Carl and Lynda from Adelaide, and 
David and Kali from Perth. We also bap-
tised two of the Christchurch children, 
Renee and Cole, after they received the 
Spirit at convention and a lady, Kyra, from 
Holland who received the Spirit just af-
ter convention.

Greymouth

See special report on page three.

New Plymouth

Hi from the NP Saints. Those who at-
tended the NZ Convention came back to 
NP excited, refreshed and on fi re for the 
Lord, eager to share this with the saints 
at home. It was great to have our little 
sister Sarai receive the Holy Spirit along 
with three other children at convention 
also! Recently we have enjoyed having 
visitors from Brisbane, Te Puke and Wel-
lington. We continue to witness and pray 
for revival and that the Lord will open the 
ears of those we talk to.

We are also looking forward to the new 
heat pump being installed at the hall and  
hope that we and our visitors will be feel-
ing cosier. So come and check it out! 

Wellington

Wellington fellowship has been busy over 
recent months. We are thrilled that Oliver 
Lauridsen has recently received the Holy 
Spirit and has been baptised. We also wel-
come our latest member, Brendan Collins, 
from Ireland. 

TOP:  Wellington assembly and Adelaide visitors 

LEFT:  Pastor Wayne baptising Ella

RIGHT:  Pastor Royden baptising Oliver



THE South Island held their usu-
al Easter Camp at Kaiapoi near 
Christchurch. The camp at Blue 

Skies has been going for about twelve 
years and this year had Edouard and Meg 
Artis from France and Raelene Barclay 
from Australia, as well as a number of 
North Island visitors. 

There was a notable unity to many 
of the talks, with an emphasis on being 
ready and watchful in our walk. A game 
of human “Battleships” played with live 
water balloons lobbed over a dividing 
screen brought a lot of screams, laugh-
ter and treachery (particularly from the 
ladies’ team).

Up north, a last minute bach was 
booked over Easter in Ruakaka, two hours 
north of Auckland, and nine of the Auck-
land saints had a great time of fellowship, 
surfi ng, and spiritual food. Next year they 
hope to be joined by those willing at the 
Motu Moana Scout Camp in Green Bay, 
Auckland for the 2011 North Island East-
er Camp. 

Easter Camp and fellowship
South Island camp and a gathering up North

TOP:  In the meeting at the South Island camp

LEFT:  Shots of some of the ladies and the dining area

BOTTOM-MIDDLE:  Dan, Leah and Angel

ABOVE: “Good Keen Men”

BELOW:  Magnifi cent man on his fl ying (fox) machine
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IT was an uplifting and exciting time 
for the nearly 90 saints that gathered 
in the lovely city of Christchurch for 

the bi-annual New Zealand rally. Saints 
from Auckland, New Plymouth, Te Puke, 
Wellington, Christchurch and Greymouth 
were joined by a good sized Australian 
contingent including Pastor Jock and Hel-
len from Adelaide, for a long weekend of 
informative talks and presentations on 
the theme “Promises”. 

Some inspirational thoughts were 
brought from God’s Word on his prom-
ises and how obtainable and unwaver-
ing they are—unlike the promises of this 
world. We were also treated to four pres-
entations during the afternoons. The top-
ics were “The Crossing of the Red Sea”, 
“Peace”,  “British Israel” and the “The Rise 
and Decline of Islam”. Pastor Jock also 
gave a rousing talk about preaching the 
gospel and how much the Lord wants us 
to be doing this continually and how im-
portant it is not to worry or think about 
it too much—just do it! 

A nice result of the convention was 
that a new couple attended the concert 
evening from an impromptu doorknock, 
and the day after the rally a Dutch girl 
was witnessed to and later that evening 
received the Holy Spirit and was baptised 
the following day. Four New Zealand chil-
dren, two from Christchurch, one from 
New Plymouth and one from Wellington, 
also received the Spirit at the convention. 
Praise the Lord! 

The Christchurch saints were incred-
ibly hospitable and put on a delicious 
lunch and dinner spread over the week-
end for a small cost. The other benefi t 
of having food provided was that visi-
tors didn’t have to brave the chilly South 
Island weather to go and pick up their 
meals. We are all assured that it is not al-
ways this cold in the south! The evenings 
involved a concert where we were able to 
enjoy some brilliant items and more short 
talks. Overall, it was a wonderful time of 
fellowship and blessings. Thanks again to 
the Christchurch saints who put on such 
a fantastic convention and looked after 
us all so well!  

Promises: Exceeding great and precious
Our national convention way down South

TOP:  The meeting in progress

BOTTOM-LEFT: The eating in progress

BELOW:  A few of the items: Bay of Plenty (top), the 

boys from Christchurch, and New Plymouth
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The Bible had the answers

MY name is Pauline Sarten. I was born with 
3–7 percent sight and grew up in a family 
where I always knew I wasn’t wanted. In 

2005, I was seriously ill with terminal cancer and I 
was taking morphine for the pain. My daughter had 
a friend, Jamie, who spent a lot of time at my place 
and he made a bet with me that I consequently lost 
with the result that I had to go to church with him. 

I listened as Pastor Bryan read from the Bible and 
it was like a slow-motion movie happening in my 
head as the words became clear to me. I had read 
the Bible and been to many other churches before 
but never had I heard anything worth listening to. 
After the meeting, Darryl took me home and nine 
hours later (we talked non-stop for nine hours!), I 
knew that I had found the truth. Every doubt, ques-
tion, or query I had, Darryl was able to fi nd the an-
swer in the Bible for me. 

In April of that year I was baptised. I had received 
the Holy Spirit 12 years earlier but had no under-
standing of the Spirit’s power. 

As the months passed my use of morphine in-
creased. I spent one to two days a week in hospital 
on a morphine drip to control the pain as the pills 
weren’t strong enough. Darryl and I were to be mar-
ried on the 16th December 2006, but deep down I 
never believed I would be alive by then. On the 9th 
December, I was once again in hospital and the doc-
tors told me I wouldn’t leave this time. I put God to 
the test and called out to him: “God if you are really 
and truly real then take this pain away now.” Half 
an hour later, I walked out of the hospital. I had no 
pain and no after effects. I married Darryl the follow-
ing week. I was shown just how powerful God is and 
every single day of my life, I thank him for giving me 
the life I now have. 

PAU LI N E SAR T E N
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Finding the truth straight from the Scriptures

IN October 1988 while working in a cafe I heard 
about a God who was still doing miracles and 
healing the same as in the Bible from a sister who 

came to work there.
Brought up in the Catholic Church, I drifted away 

about age 19. I saw no evidence of God in people’s 
lives and was not sure if there was a God or not. 

At the time I was very unhappy and confused and 
felt very lost. I desperately wanted answers. 

I came to a meeting and heard for the fi rst time 
a talk straight from the scriptures. I was very con-
victed but had a few questions. Someone gave me 
a pamphlet titled “Here are the Answers from your 
own Bible”. I went home very excited and looked up 
all the scriptures and that fi rst night knew that the 
Bible was all true.

I was baptised about four weeks later and received 
the Holy Spirit. I was overjoyed, and knew without a 
doubt that there was a God. He has healed me body, 
mind and soul. I’ve had many other miracles of heal-
ing and provision, including seeing my son delivered 
from drugs, alcohol, and addiction to cigarette smok-
ing and pain killers.

It is a comfort to know the Lord is always there 
and I can’t wait until he returns! 

ROSE HAR PE R

Every single day of my life, I thank him for giving 

me the life I now have

I heard 

about a God 

who was 

still doing 

miracles and 

healing the 

same as in 

the Bible



Looking forward

Philippians 3:13–14

Brethren, I count not myself 
to have apprehended: but 
this one thing I do, forget-
ting those things which are 
behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are 
before, I press toward the 
mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.

Hebrews 10:39

But we are not of them who 
draw back unto perdition; 
but of them that believe to 
the saving of the soul.

Exodus 14:15

And the LORD said unto 
Moses, Wherefore criest 
thou unto me? speak unto 
the children of Israel, that 
they go forward:

Jeremiah 7:24

But they hearkened not, 
nor inclined their ear, but 
walked in the counsels and 
in the imagination of their 
evil heart, and went back-
ward, and not forward.

Luke 9:61–62

And another also said, Lord, 
I will follow thee; but let me 
fi rst go bid them farewell, 
which are at home at my 

house. And Jesus said unto 
him, No man, having put his 
hand to the plough, and look-
ing back, is fi t for the king-
dom of God.

Genesis 19:15–26

And when the morning arose, 
then the angels hastened 
Lot, saying, Arise, take thy 
wife, and thy two daughters, 
which are here; lest thou be 
consumed in the iniquity of 
the city. . . . And it came to 
pass, when they had brought 
them forth abroad, that he 
said, Escape for thy life; look 
not behind thee, neither stay 
thou in all the plain; escape 
to the mountain, lest thou 
be consumed. . . . Then the 
LORD rained upon Sodom 
and upon Gomorrah brim-
stone and fi re from the LORD 
out of heaven; And he over-
threw those cities, and all the 
plain, and all the inhabitants 
of the cities, and that which 
grew upon the ground. But 
his wife looked back from be-
hind him, and she became a 
pillar of salt.

Luke 17:32

Remember Lot’s wife.

2 Peter 3:12–14

Looking for and hasting unto 

the coming of the day of 
God, wherein the heavens 
being on fi re shall be dis-
solved, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat? 
Nevertheless we, according 
to his promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth right-
eousness. Wherefore, be-
loved, seeing that ye look 
for such things, be diligent 
that ye may be found of him 
in peace, without spot, and 
blameless.

Romans 8:24

For we are saved by hope: 
but hope that is seen is not 
hope: for what a man seeth, 
why doth he yet hope for? 
But if we hope for that we 
see not, then do we with pa-
tience wait for it.

1 Thessalonians 5:8–9

But let us, who are of the 
day, be sober, putting on the 
breastplate of faith and love; 
and for an helmet, the hope 
of salvation. For God hath 
not appointed us to wrath, 
but to obtain salvation by 
our Lord Jesus Christ 

Auckland

Ellerslie Primary School
12 Kalmia Street
Hall Meetings:
 Sunday 3pm & 6pm
House meeting
 Wednesday 7.30pm

Pastor Wayne Edwards

Phone 09 277 2940

Bay of Plenty

20 Seddon Street
Te Puke
Hall Meetings:
 Sunday 3pm & 6pm
 Wednesday 7.30pm
 Friday 7.30pm

Pastor Alan Butler

Phone 07 573 5840

Christchurch

24 Shakespeare Road
Waltham
Hall Meetings:
 Sunday 10.30am & 1pm
House Meeting
 Wednesday 7.30pm

Pastor Mark Wattchow

Phone 03 388 0415

West Coast

Contact Christchurch

New Plymouth

Cnr Bayly & Breakwater Rds
Motoroa
Hall Meetings:
 Sunday 10.30am
 Wednesday 7.30pm

Pastor Bryan Smith

Phone 06 757 5792

Wellington

Johnsonville 
Community Centre
3 Frankmoore Avenue
Johnsonville
Hall Meetings
 Sunday 10.30am
House Meeting
 Wednesday 7.00pm

Pastor Royden Mayfi eld

Phone 021 844338
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www.revivalfellowship.org

We are not of those who turn back to destruction

Two of the children from Christchurch 

(and their little friends . . . )


