
 
 
 
 

 

 
Feb. 5 Annual Congregational Meeting 

 

 Reception for Rev. Linda Male 
 
Feb. 10 American Red Cross Blood Drive 

 
Feb. 11 Open House to Meet the  

 PNC Candidate  
 
Feb. 12 PNC Candidate Leads Worship 

  

  Congregational Meeting  
 to Vote on PNC Candidate 

 
Feb. 19 Iona Pilgrimage Update Meeting 
 
Feb. 22 Golf Scramble Planning Meeting 
 
Feb. 28 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 

 and Talent Show 
 
Mar. 1 Ash Wednesday Worship Service 
 
Mar. 8 Taize Worship and Soup Supper 

 
Mar. 12 Daylight Savings Time Begins 
 

  Amanda Mole in concert, CAS 
 
Mar. 15 Joyful Noise C-Fund 

 Pizza & Books Event 
 

  Taize Worship and Soup Supper 
 
Mar. 22 Taize Worship and Soup Supper 
 
Mar. 29 Taize Worship and Soup Supper 

Upcoming Events 

Tidings 
Presbyterian 
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Please join us for an  
Open House at  

First Presbyterian Church 
February 11, 2017 
2:00—5:00 p.m. 

to meet the candidate for  
Senior Pastor, Head of  Staff 

 
 

Sunday, February 12,  

the PNC’s candidate  

will be leading worship  

services at both 

8:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Immediately following the 11:00 service,  

there will be a Called Congregational Meeting  

for the purpose of  voting on the candidate  

and the Terms of  Call. 

 
Prior to the congregational  

meeting on February 12,  
a continental breakfast 

will be provided and  
served by the staff  

from 9:45 —11:45 a.m. 
in the lounge 
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Prayer Concerns:  

Helen LaVercombe, Shirley Hipwell, 

Kathy McCloskey, Sue Roper, Sandy 

Teunis and Lynne VanderMeer 
   

Congratulations: 

to Tom and Diane Jones on the birth 

of their grandson, Owen Gabriel,  

on Dec. 24, 2016. Proud parents are 

Jamie and Heather (Jones) DeFelice, 

and big brother is Luca. 
 

Our Sympathy: 

 to Dale and Barbara Swihart on  

the death of Dale’s father, Dale  

Swihart Sr. on  January 23, 2017 
 

 to Dorothy Miller, Elsie Kraai,  

and Kay and Joe McCrea and  

families on the death of their sister, 

Irma Cook Kern 
 

Thank you: 

 Thank you for your gifts to the  

2016 Christmas Joy Offering.  

Our congregation gave $1,975.00  

to help racial and ethnic schools and 

colleges and to assist retired mission 

co-workers, ministers and others  

who served in the ministry of the  

Presbyterian Church U.S.A. 

In Our Church 

 

Every month, we publish birthdays of our 
members and friends who are no longer able to 
come to church regularly. Bless their special day 
with a card from their church family! 
 

Feb. 6 Fern Mastenbrook 
Simmaron 
15255 Clovernook Dr. 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

Feb. 20 Ruth Edward 
Lakeshore Assisted Living 
16331 Robbins Rd. #14 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

Feb. 28 Jean Wagner 
 Freedom Village 

145 Columbia Ave. #1270 
Holland, MI 49423 

 

Mar. 2 Cliff Pfaff 
112 Poplar Trail 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

2017 Per Capita 
 

Per-capita is a charge we pay to the 
Presbytery each year for every  
member of our congregation.  
The amount for this year is $26.75 
 

Please prayerfully consider  
paying the per-capita amount for 
each person in your family who is a 
church member. Thank you! 
 

for FAQs, visit: http://
lakemichiganpresbytery.org/faq/per-capita/ 

Mar. 8 Don Edward 
Lakeshore Assisted Living 
16331 Robbins Rd. #14 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
Mar. 11 Flo Sluiter 

1410 S. Ferry St., D-8 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
Mar. 12 Barbara Race 

321 Grand Ave. 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 
 

Blood Drive 
February 10 

 

The need is constant. 
The gratification is instant. 

 

Give blood. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Our next blood drive: 
Friday, February 10 

12:00—5:45 p.m. 
First Presbyterian Church  

of Grand Haven 
 

sign up online at:  
www.redcrossblood.org 

 

Walk-ins are always welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice of Annual Congregational 

Meeting and the election of  

at-large members of the church 

Nominations Committee 

Sunday, February 5, 2017  

at 10:00 a.m. 

Black History Month at FPC 
 

In 1923 a group of Negro clergymen and businessmen gathered  
to discuss how to highlight Americans of African ancestry in  
positive ways in our society. To find ways to celebrate the  
creativity, intelligence, and loyalty of these former slaves and 
their offspring, Black History Week was born (changed to Black 
History Month in 1963). Contributions made to the fabric of our 

society in science, technology, business, and the creative arts by people who were 
finally free to learn, to grow, to progress in our democracy are celebrated. Our 
church will for the first time celebrate Black History Month in several ways. We 
will be made aware of significant contributions to our way of life by Americans of 
African ancestry. In addition, much of our music this month will follow the 
"gospel" tradition of the black church and each Sunday at 10:00 a.m., our class 
"Waking Up White" continues and is led by George Barfield, National Consultant 
and Trainer for Cultural Sensitivity and a Certified "Harlem Renaissance” Fellow. 
The class is based on the book by Debbie Irving, a middle class white woman,  
who has gained amazing insights into her life as a white person and her impact on 
the lives of people who are not white. 
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From the Desk of Rev. Linda Male 

Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Linda Male, Interim Pastor, Head of Staff 

Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

Patty Warner, Hospitality Coordinator 

Becky Yonan, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Caleb Zokoe, Youth Director 

First Presbyterian Church First Presbyterian Church   
of Grand Havenof Grand Haven  

 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI  49417 

 

Phone: 616.842.6760 
Fax: 616.842.5979 

 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 
8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

The time we knew was coming has arrived. This is my last Tidings article as your Interim Pastor. These two years have 
passed quickly, and I am very happy for you that the diligent Pastor Nominating Committee is presenting a candidate on 
February 12. It is appropriate that I am not present for the Called Congregational Meeting, but you will be in my heart as 
I worship in a different space. 
 

I am carrying with me the warmth, the hugs, the kind words of farewell, and the new friends I have made in you. Your 
acceptance of my specific role and my person are treasures to last me a lifetime. God has been present in all aspects of 
our time together, and we can celebrate that wholeheartedly. 
 

I know that you will find places in your hearts for your new pastor. You will give him time and space as he learns about 
you and what you are called to do together. The generous spirit I know is here will be a blessing to him and his family.  
And you will grow together to be an even more effective light in this corner of God’s creation. Christ is in the middle of 
all ministries here. 
 

I am carrying with me memories of enthusiastic, Christ-centered worship. It has been a privilege to speak to you from 
God’s Word and know that you are listening. You demonstrate a willingness to form new ideas and then carry them to 
fruition. There is energy across all the age groups and a commitment to discerning God’s will. 
 

I know that your next pastor will thrive in such an environment. Continue to listen to God’s Word and to be open to one 
another’s ideas as you grow in grace. There is strength when you row a boat in the same direction and weakness when 
your oars crash against the others; you could end up in a whirlpool. Stay the course and support one another with love. 
 

Will I miss you? Yes! I will miss all the fun and laughter with the staff, all the tears and frustrations when things are 
rocky, the session meetings, the education and Bible studies, the children—everything that makes First Presbyterian a 
family of God!  I have been honored to provide pastoral care in the most intimate moments of life. No one can take these 
memories from me. Thank you for caring for me. 
 

My favorite hymn is When You but Trust in God to Guide Thee. For me it reflects the whole message of scripture.  One 
of my favorite Psalms is 131, especially when it is paired with 130. Take time to read them together and you will have a 
window into the faith that drives me to continue serving a loving Savior.  I entrust you all to the care of our faithful God 
as you continue on the adventure God has in store for you. 
 

Grace and peace, 
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Joyful Noise Christian Childcare is 

asking for help in raising funds and 

materials for their annual literacy 

event hosted at Loutit District  

Library! The free event benefits  

underserved families and young  

children in the community with reading encouragement, age-appropriate  

books, and a pizza dinner!  

Financial contributions to the program are appreciated, as well as brand  

new infant board books, toddler books, and chapter books for older  

elementary children. Look for the book donation box next to the Joyful 

Noise Office, located in the lower level of First Presbyterian Church, or 

make a check payable to Joyful Noise Christian Childcare. Donations and 

book collections may be made until early March of 2017. 

Joyful Noise 

Pizza & Books Event 
 

Wednesday, March 15 
4:30-6:30 p.m. 

at the 
Loutit District Library 
Program Rooms A&B 

 
 

Community Artist & Speaker Series 
 

Amanda Mole, Organist 
Sunday, March 12, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Amanda Mole is originally from Holden, 
Massachusetts and currently a Doctor of Musical  
Arts candidate studying with David Higgs at the 
Eastman School of Music. In 2011, Amanda 
graduated from the Yale Institute of Sacred Music 
and the School of Music with a Master of Music 
degree in Sacred Music and Organ Performance.  

Amanda serves as the Director of Music at  
Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church in  
Webster, NY. 

This concert is presented in cooperation with the 
American Guild of Organists. 

 

All of the Community Artist events are free and open to the public. 
For the full schedule of our 2016/17 artists and speakers,  

visit the Music Ministries page at www.fpgh.org 

“Direct Your Dollars”  
to Joyful Noise! 

 

The Joyful Noise C-Fund has the  
opportunity to earn $1,000 from  
SpartanNash Stores! 
 

It’s easy to help us “Direct Your  
Dollars.” Every time you shop at any 
Family Fare Supermarket or D&W 
Fresh Market, save your receipts. 
We’ll be collecting them in the black 
box at main entrance to our building, 
or through direct drop-off in the  
Joyful Noise office! 
 

For every $150,000 in receipts we 
collect, we will earn a $1,000  
donation from SpartanNash. With 
your support – and your receipts – 
we’ll be raising money to fund our 
important services to area children! 
 

Thanks so much for your “directing 
your dollars” to Joyful Noise  
Christian Childcare! 

Supper House  
Volunteer Opportunity 
 

Are you looking for a way to serve 
our church? Barb Scott is looking  
for someone willing to take over 
calling volunteers and serving at 
Supper House once a month. We 
have a great group of volunteers  
who help serve. 
 

Supper House is a program run by 
the Mission for Area People (MAP) 
that serves dinner Monday thru  
Friday to members of the Muskegon 
Community who need a hot meal. 
On the fourth Monday of each 
month, members of FPC help to 
serve the meal, which is served at 
Temple United Methodist Church 
in Muskegon Heights. 
 

Please call Barb Scott at 846-4969 if 
you can help. 

In Our Church 
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Lent and Easter Worship 
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Season of Lent  
Worship Services  

 

March 1 
Ash Wednesday Worship Service, 7 p.m. 

 

Wednesdays, March 8 - April 5 
The Word, Lived Out 

A Lenten Taizé Series 
 

Taize services will be at 6:00 p.m. in the chapel followed by a 
community soup supper in the lounge. Each week we will explore  
our Sunday scripture to experience how Jesus meets us in our places 
of need and offers hope, life, and joy. Join us for one service or every 
week. All are welcome. 

 

The Themes for Each Week of Taize: 

 •  March 8: Empty March 29: Chaos 

 •  March 15: Desperate April 5: Blindness 
 • March 22: Lost 

Lenten Sermon Series: 7 Signs 
 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,  
and the Word was God….And the Word became flesh and lived 

among us, and we have seen his glory.” 
 

The gospel of John stands apart from the other gospels even in its 
first words. John does not begin the story of Jesus with the nativity 
but with the picture of the cosmos and the light of the world who comes to live on Earth. John writes his account of  
Jesus’ life to highlight signs and miracles of Jesus. Throughout the book, John tells seven stories about Jesus' work 
which serve as "signs" to help us see Jesus’ life. Signs are objects or events that point to something beyond themselves, 
and the signs in John point beyond visible reality to the work of God in the world. John uses these stories to reveal who 
Jesus is and illuminate his glory. John writes at the end of his book, "Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 
the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name" (John 20:30-31).  Join us as we study the Seven Signs 
and journey together this Lenten season. 
 

Sunday Sermon Series Schedule 
 

March 5:  Sign 1 – An Unexpected Wedding Gift (John 2:1-10)  
March 12:  Signs 2 & 3 – Healings (John 4:46-54) 
March 19:  Sign 4 – Feeding Many (John 6:5-14) 
March 26 :  Sign 5 – Calm in Chaos (John 6:15-21) 

April 2:  Sign 6 – New Eyes (John 9:1-7) 
April 9:  Sign 7 – New Life (John 11:1-44) 
 Palm Sunday with Brunch 
April 16: Easter 7:00, 8:45 & 11:00 worship services 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 13, 7:00 p.m. 
Worship service in the sanctuary with the Geneva Choir and  

the Motet and Shema Choirs from First Congregational Church of Muskegon 
 

Good Friday, April 14 
Stations of the Cross in the FPC sanctuary, 7:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Worship service with the Geneva Choir and the Motet and Shema Choirs  
at First Congregational Church of Muskegon, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Easter Sunday, April 16 
7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service 

8:45 a.m. Traditional Service with the Geneva Choir 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service with the Gathering Band 
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In Our Church 

Every month, the Mission  

Committee collects non-perishable 

food and household goods like 

shampoo, toilet paper and laundry 

detergent for local food pantries.  
 

This month’s donations will go to 

the Salvation Army. 

 

Please bring any 

donation to church on  

or before Sunday, 

February 5. 

First Sunday  
Food Collection,  

February 5 
 

Scholarship 
Applications  

 

Applications for scholarships to be 
awarded this spring are now 
available in the church office or on 
the high school page of our website 
(www.fpgh.org). 
 

 James and Lois Hillis Fund 
awards scholarships to students 
going on to any type of post high 
school education or training. 
 

 Ministries Scholarship Fund 
grants awards to high school 
students interested in any form  
of Christian ministry education.     

 

Applications are due in the church 
office no later than April 1, 2017.   

Iona Pilgrimage 
Update Meeting 

February 19 
 

If you are ready to experience the 
“thin place” of Iona, Scotland, come 
to this informational meeting on  
Sunday, February 19 at 2:15 in  
Fellowship Hall.  
 

We have many updates and changes 
to announce, including a date change 
to 2018. After 
the meeting, 
we will  
be available to 
sign you up for 
this great  
opportunity! 

 

 

at

Save the date! 
Be a Part of Our First 
Annual Golf Scramble 
Planning Committee! 

 

You are invited to help organize  
this event!  

 
Our first planning committee  

meeting will be held at church on 
Wednesday, February 22 at 7:00 p.m.  

 
Contact Sue VandeBosch at: 

616-607-7095 or 
s.vandenbosch@att.net 

 

WEDx 2017 

Bring Out the Best of You and Your Relationships 
 

Sunday, March 12, 2016 
5:30-7:30 p.m. 

at Porto Bello Grand Hall 
 

WEDx is a free event to inspire, uplift, support and encourage healthy relationships of all kinds! 
 

WEDx will feature local speakers, live music, food, and a cash bar. This event is open to the community, and  

although it is free, we encourage you to reserve your spot and get tickets here: http://bit.ly/2kZTMyX   
 

For more information, visit our WEDx facebook page: WEDx Grand Haven 

 

All Are Welcome! 
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Family Life Ministries—Youth & Children  

Shine56  
Schedule 

 
 
 
 
 

Shine56 is a time of food, fun and 
fellowship for all 5th and 6th graders 

and meets in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Youth Groups at FPC 

 

Vine is our high school youth group, and meets on  

Sundays from 5:30-7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Dinner is provided. 
 

Roots is our middle school youth group and meets on  

Sundays from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in Fellowship  Hall. Dinner is provided. 
 

Shine56 is our youth group for all 5th and 6th graders  

and meets from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Dinner is provided. 
 

Contact Info: 
For the most up-to-date information on what’s happening in youth group,  

visit our facebook page: FPGH Youth 
 

Follow us on Twitter: Roots FPGH: @Roots_FPGH 

   Vine FPGH: @Vine_FPGH 
 

Or contact Caleb Zokoe via email:  czokoe@fpgh.org  

Summer Camp 
Grants 

 

The snow is still falling, but now is 
the time to think about registering 
for summer camp!  
 

Children's Ministries is thrilled to 
offer our "Camp Pathways Grant 
Program" to encourage all children 
from Kindergarten thru 12th 
grade to attend a Christian camp 
this summer. Each student who 
applies will receive grant money. 

This is not a need
-based program. 
 

Applications and 
more details are 
available at the 
Children's 

Ministries desk, or contact Becky 
Yonan at byonan@fpgh.org. 

Feb. 5 no meeting 

Feb. 12 6:30-8:00 pm 

Feb. 19 6:30-8:00 pm 

Feb. 26 6:30-8:00 pm 

The Youth Auction and Dinner  
is Back and Better Than Ever!! 

The event will be held at the Grand Haven Community 
Center on Friday, April 21, 2017. More information will  
be available soon.  

We are also looking for anyone who would like to donate 
items for the auction. If you own a business, know some-
one who does or have a new item you would like to donate 
please contact either Caleb Zokoe (czokoe@fpgh.org) or 
Katie Neitring (katie.neitring@gmail.com). All proceeds 
go to support our Youth Mission Fund.  

 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 

 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship: 

Tune your radio dial to WGHN-FM 92.1 

Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. to hear the previous week’s sermon! 

Or, visit our website:  www.fpgh.org  

February 2017 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 
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deliver to: (or current resident) 

& !
 

February 28 
Dinner: 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Show: 6:30 p.m. 
 

  

 

Now Recruiting Acts!  
 

We are looking for 2-4 minute acts for the show.  
Silly or serious, come and show off your talent! 

 
Contact Maryanne to be part of the show:  

mbeery@fpgh.org or 842-6760 


