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Guess who’s in town? In the spirit of giving associated with Christmas, Santa Claus is in town just in time to distribute items to school children in Lagos as they vacate for the holiday.    Pic by Pius Okeosisi.
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T
h e  c o n t r i va n c e 
called MMMGlobal-
Nigeria (@MMM_
Nigeria) describes it-
self as “a community 

of mutual aid and donation 
exchange. We donate money 
when we can do it and we get 
money when we need it.”

On 13 December, the ad-
mins of this “community” 
informed its members, called 
Mavrodians, after the global 
founder (Sergey Mavrodi), 
that their “accounts will be 
frozen for a month…to ensure 
sustainability and stability of 
the system.”

Forget the gobbledygook, 
what may be the reality is that 
those who are requesting for 
money (they call them GHs – 
being ‘Get Helps’) may have 
outnumbered those providing 
it (these are called PHs – being 
‘Provide Helps’). As is said on 
the streets, water don pass 
gari.

What many Nigerians 
didn’t know was that on 
Thursday, 1 December, a simi-
lar Ponzi scheme, Ultimate 
Cycler (“Built by the People 
for the People”), which is the 
eighth most visited website in 
Nigeria (Alexa.com), crashed. 
A no-head-no-tail notice on 
its website by Peter Wolfing, 
its creator and former sergeant 
in the US Marines, states that 
“Ultimate Cycler was hav-
ing more than 100,000 to 
200,000 new members daily 
and had a large percentage of 
the new subscribers.” Wolfing 
prides himself as having “25+ 
years of online experience & 
run(ning) 100 sites with over 
700K members.”

Greedy or needy?
Shall we say that as Nigeria 

became unable to provide its 
citizens’ need, MMMNigeria, 
Ultimate Cycler, etc, saw the 
opportunity to feed the greed 
of the gullible ones?

As “The Skeptic’s Diction-
ary” by Robert Todd Carroll 
puts it, “Pyramid schemes are 
popular because people are 
greedy and greed can do won-
ders to a person’s thinking. 
For a person desiring to make 
a lot of money from a small 
investment in a short amount 
of time, wishful thinking of-
ten takes over where critical 
thinking should step in; wishes 
become facts. Skeptics become 
idiots for not getting on board. 
Desires become reality. Ask-
ing questions seems rude and 
unfriendly. Scam artists know 
how greed works and all it 
takes is one con man to get the 
thing started.” 

This was what one Uma-
nah Umanah did in the early 
1990s when he set up Re-
sources Managers Limited, 
aka Umanah Bank – based at 
Aggrey Road, Port Harcourt 
– offering unimaginable rates 
of returns (100 percent) for 
people’s short-term invest-
ments. People – the poor, the 
rich, the educated and the il-
literate – from Port Harcourt 
and beyond, in large num-
bers, withdrew their savings 
from commercial banks and 
wherever else and placed 
them in Umanah Bank. One 
morning, residents of Port 
Harcourt woke to find their 
city taken over by thousands 
of armed soldiers. The next 
thing they knew, Umanah 
and his bank were charged 
at the Federal High Court in 
Port Harcourt with operat-
ing an illicit bank. The case 
was never concluded and, till 
date, Umanah has remained 
invincible.

Between 2009 and 2012, ac-
cording to Kingsley Moghalu, 
a former deputy governor, 
Financial Systems Stability of 
the Central Bank of Nigeria, 
no less than 560,000 Nigerians 
were fleeced of N1 billion by 
wonder banks. He had attrib-
uted the affinity of Nigerians 
for wonder banks to financial 
illiteracy. Hmmm!

When one Patrick Shan-
chi Nwokike, managing direc-
tor of the wonder bank, called 
“Let’s Partner With You” in 
Enugu, was arraigned in Oc-
tober by the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC), it was said that those 
who petitioned against him 
cut across all economic and 
social class. His company “over 
the past five years, reportedly 

solicited and obtained deposits 
of more than N4 billion from 
the public with promise of 
mouth-watering interests”.

Would you have your 
mouth agape if you learnt that 
at some point in this country, 
there were no fewer than 24 
of these wonder banks? These 
included Wealth Solution 
(which offered 300 percent 
interest); SEFTEG (“Creating 
Wealth in every home”); No-
specto Oil and Gas; SafeTrust 
(which also offered 300 per-
cent RoI); Kingdom Wealth 
and Wealth Builders. (You 
can get a comprehensive list 
online, as at 1 August, 2007; 
check under “Wonderbanks: 
To list a few”).

This is despite the CBN and 
other regulators always issuing 
warnings to the public against 
patronising such.

The following is an excerpt 
from a letter purportedly 
written by Sergey Marvodi to 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari: “You say that MMM is a 
scam. What is the scam here, 
if all members are warned in 
advance about all the risks, 
the possible and impossible 
ones? They know there are no 
investments at all. The warn-
ing is a red text on a yellow 
background placed on most 
prominent place of the web-
site.” (Emphases ours).

What do they say about the 
fool and his money?

Anyway, on the brighter 
side, a public affairs commenta-
tor, Bamidele Ademola-Olateju, 
advises that “if anybody asks 
you for money this Yuletide till 
the middle of next year (when 
MMMNigeria promises to be 
back), tell them all your money 
was invested in MMM.” 

Monumental malady 
& madness

LOLU LUSI

Matters arising as a rampaging Ponzi scheme goes 
on a self-imposed break, freezing the accounts of 
several million Nigerians.

I
n 2014, one Anthony Eze-
chukwu was arrested by the 
Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) for “suc-

cessfully using the names of Fi-
nance Minister, Ngozi Okonjo-
Iweala; wife of Lagos State Gov-
ernor, Dame Abimbola Fashola, 
Federal Capital Territory Minister, 
Aisha Bala Mohammed and the 
Director of Abuja Geographical In-
formation Systems (AGIS), Jamilah 
Tangaza to transact his illegal busi-
ness and smile to the bank.”

This Ezechukwu reportedly 
made “hundreds of thousands of 
Naira after cloning the accounts of 
(these) prominent Nigerians.”

According to the EFCC, Eze-
chukwu was caught in November 
2013, when he allegedly cloned 
the Facebook account of Jami-
lah Tangaza, “to have his cut of 
the lucrative apple that is Abuja 
property sector.” As a digression, 
the EFCC put out word in October 
2016 that this same Tangaza was 
wanted to answer to alleged N800 
million financial fraud purportedly 
committed by her when she was 
in the AGIS and a senior special 
assistant to the former Federal 

Peter Wolfing

Who is Anthony Ezechukwu? 

Capital Territory (FCT) Minister 
Bala Mohammed.

Back to Ezechukwu, he was 
charged to court in early February 
2014; he pleaded not guilty and 
was remanded in prison custody 
while the case was adjourned to 
27 February, 2014. 

An online search of what hap-
pened thereafter yielded no result.

However, a search through 
MMMNigeria would throw up an 
Anthony Ezechukwu as a Guider. 
This Ezechukwu even has a video 
on TellMeHowVideos, entitled 
HOW TO REGISTER, VERIFY 
EMAIL, ADD BANK AND PH IN 
MMM NIG.

Is this the Anthony Ezechuk-
wu, the alleged impostor?

A 
pyramid scheme is 
a fraudulent system 
of making money 
which requires an 

endless stream of recruits 
for success. Recruits (a) give 
money to recruiters and (b) 
enlist fresh recruits to give 
them money.

It is called a pyramid 
scheme because of the shape 
of the pyramid – a three di-
mensional triangle. If a pyra-
mid were started by a human 
being at the top with just 10 
people beneath him, and 100 
beneath them, and another 
1,000 beneath them and it 
goes on, the pyramid would 
involve everyone on earth in 
just 10 layers of people with 
one con man on top. The hu-
man pyramid would be about 
60 feet high and the bottom 
layer would have more than 
4.5 billion people!

Thus, in very short order, 
10 recruiting 10 and so on 
would reach 10 billion – well 
in excess of the earth’s popu-
lation. If the entire popula-
tion of earth were 5 billion 
and we all got involved in a 
pyramid scheme, the bottom 
layer would consist of about 
90 percent of the planet, i.e., 
about 4.5 billion people. Thus, 
for 500 million people to be 
WINNERS, 4.5 billion must 
be LOSERS!

In a straightforward pyr-
amid scheme, a recruit is 
asked to give a sum of money, 
say $100, to a recruiter. The 
new recruit then enlists, say, 
10 more recruits, to give up 
$100 each – in the simplest 
example, the recruiter keeps 
all the money he gets from 
his recruits. In our example, 
each recruit gives up $100 
in exchange for $900 ($100 
from each of his 10 recruits 
minus the $100 he gave his 
own recruiter). In order for no 
one to lose money, the recruit-
ing must go on forever. On a 
planet with a limited number 
of people, even if the planet is 

as large as Earth, one runs out 
of new recruits rather quickly.

Thus, the result of all these 
schemes is inevitable: at best, 
a few people walk away with 
a lot of money, while most 
recruits lose whatever money 
they put into the scheme. In 
fact, the only way anybody 
can make money through 
a pyramid scheme or chain 
letter is if other people are 
defrauded into giving money 
upon a promise of getting 
something in return when it 
will be impossible for them to 
get anything at all in return. 

That is to say, in plain Eng-
lish, these schemes always 
constitute fraud; they use de-
ception to get money, making 
it illegal. They are not illegal 
because they involve recruit-
ing people to recruit others 
(that is perfectly legal and is 
done to some degree in many 
legitimate businesses); nei-
ther are they illegal because 
they involve giving money to 
people – that is perfectly legal.

In actual fact, however, no 
pyramid scheme will ever 
work this way because the 
scheme will never get the 
number of recruits we’ve 
been speculating about. All 
pyramid schemes will begin 
to die when the later recruits 
don’t sign on in numbers large 
enough to pay off the earlier 
recruits. There will always 
be enough people who will 
smell the scheme out and too 
many people who will say, 
“If it sounds too good to be 
true, that’s probably because 
it is.” There may even be a 
good number of people who 
will realise that though one 
person recruiting 10 doesn’t 
sound like much, it quickly 
adds up to unrealistic and im-
probable numbers. Also, all it 
takes is one person to stop the 
whole thing, by adamantly 
persuading recruiters of their 
indecency.

Pyramid scheme explained

Culled from The Skeptic’s 
Dictionary
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Oil and gas industry chieftain lists properties 
Nigeria must give up to get out of recession

N
o, Nigeria’s stake in the 
Nigeria LNG Limited 
is not one of them “be-
cause it is not a drain on 
Nigeria’s coffers”. But, 

several are in the oil and gas sector.
Months after a debate raged in 

the public space over the news that 
the Federal Government planned to 
sell some of Nigeria’s national assets 
to bail the country out of recession, 
an oil and gas industry chieftain 
has offered a detailed list, with jus-
tifications, of what assets to sell or 
concession.

Austin Avuru, chief executive offi-
cer of Seplat Petroleum Development 
Company Plc, a major player in the 
oil and gas industry, in a December 3 
article for African Oil & Gas Report, 
based his choices on three criteria, 
namely: 1) Assets that are currently 
a drain on the economy; 2) Assets 
whose sale will make them opera-
tionally more efficient; and 3) Assets 
whose sale will generate foreign 
exchange.

“Put simply,” he noted, “if this na-
tion loses nothing by selling a particu-
lar asset, but in the process generates 
much-needed foreign exchange and 
the asset becomes better performing, 
why would anyone argue against the 
sale of such asset?”

Atop the list of the assets he pro-
poses to be sold are petroleum refiner-
ies managed by the Nigerian National 

Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) – two 
in Port Harcourt and one each in 
Kaduna and Warri. (Avuru worked 
in NNPC for 12 years as Wellsite Ge-
ologist, Production Seismologist and 
Reservoir Engineer).

His justification: They have been 
a drain on the national purse. Their 
sale will not only generate critically-
needed foreign exchange but will 
actually stop the drain and make them 
more efficient in performance.

“NNPC’s own financial reports in 
the last 10 years show that about 80% 
of the losses they have been reporting 
come from operations of two major 
segments of their business: Refineries 
and the PPMC (Petroleum Product 
Marketing Company). So, what does 
the country honestly lose today by 
selling the refineries? They have been 
a drain on the national purse. They 
have operated at less than 40% aver-
age capacity over the last 10 years,” 
he writes.

The other assets are Petroleum 
Product Depots/Storage Tanks.

Rationale: “This country has a 
network of nineteen depots and in-
terconnected pipelines. Apart from, 
occasionally, the Mosimi depot (in 
Southwest Nigeria), none of them 
has functioned in the past five years. 
Some of them (like the Enugu depot in 
the east of the country) are a disgrace-
ful sight as the tanks have all rusted. 
Because this distribution grid does 
not naturally function, all petroleum 
product tankers in the country have 
to find their way to Lagos, Port Har-

court (in the east) and Warri (in the 
western Niger Delta), where they 
are either loading imported prod-
ucts or the small volumes produced 
by the largely malfunctioning local 
refineries.

“This is why Apapa (the port of La-
gos) and Ogere in the north of Lagos 
have become a gridlock of petroleum 
tankers in the last three years. So 
why wouldn’t these depot/pipeline 
network be sold to people who can 
properly maintain and run them, 
and in the process, stop the menace 
of petroleum tankers all over the city, 
but also generate the needed forex in 
the short term?”

Next items: the Escravos-Lagos 
Pipeline System (ELPS) and the East-
West pipeline, known as Obiafu, 
Obrikom, Oben, OB3 gas pipeline. 
The ELPS was built in 1989 to supply 
gas from Escravos in the Niger Delta 
to Egbin power plant on the outskirts 
of Lagos while the OB3, expected to 
start operation in 2017, is to boost 
domestic gas supply from 1.5 billion 
standard cubic feet per day (bscf/d) 
to 2bscf/d).

“If Nigeria’s critical natural gas 
backbone infrastructure is capi-
talised today into an international 
company and 60% of it is sold to 
world class operators of gas pipelines 
around the world, you’d be sure of 
the efficiency in the long run while 
generating immediate cash today. 
And such a company can raise ad-
ditional internal funding that will 
take the backbone further north into 

Kano and Eket in the south,” Avuru 
writes.

He also proposed the sale of 37.5% 
of NNPC’s stake, currently 57.5%, in 
the Joint Ventures (JVs). His rationale: 
“Of the total revenue accruing to the 
Federation account from every barrel 
produced by the JVs, about 88% comes 
from rent (Tax, Royalty, Concession 
Rental and Fees). So the extra income 
accruing to government from NNPC’s 
57.5% share of the JVs is only 12%. Put 
simply, even if the NNPC sold the entire 
57.5% it holds in the JVs today, the loss 
of revenue will only be 12% of what it 
currently earns.

“In the face of the traditional dif-
ficulties of the JV; i.e. cash call pay-
ment arrears, long decision cycles and 
general political interference, which 
have the effect of giving rise to cost 
escalation, the loss of revenue from 
this cost escalation is probably higher 
than the 12% that the NNPC earns on 
its 57.5% shareholding. So, if you re-
duce this equity even to 20%, chances 
are that the earnings to government 
will not be adversely affected, be-
cause the increase in efficiency will 
make up for the reduction in the 12% 
profit earning.

“This is why everybody refers to 
the NLNG model, without realising 
that the only difference is that the 
JVs suffer from political interference 
in their operations because of the 
high equity of government in the 
JVs whereas the state’s share of the 
NLNG is less than the three partners 
put together.”

By Our repOrter

SUNDAYBD 4  Sunday  18 December  2016C002D5556

Sell these 25 assets now



News 

P
eter Obi, a former 
governor of Anambra 
State, has commended 
Aka Ikenga, the think 

tank arm of the Ohanaeze 
Ndi-Igbo, for remaining as a 
united body for unbroken 28 
years. “It is difficult seeing Ndi-
Igbo together in one fold for 
ten years, let alone 28 years”, 
Obi said.

The former governor also 
urged Igbos to always support 
and patronise their brothers 
who are in business, while also 
advising Igbo businessmen to 
always endeavour to be ex-
ceptional in whatever they do.

Obi commended Inno-
son Automobile Motors and 
Udeaja furniture for excelling 
in their chosen enterprises, 
urging the elite in the South 
East, particularly political 
office holders to positively 
impact the lives of people in 
the zone using their privileged 
positions.

Charles Odunukwe, the 
newly elected president of 
Aka-Ikenga, who takes over 
from Goddy Uwazuruike, 
thanked all and said: “What I 
always ask myself is, what will 
I do for my family, my village, 
my community, Ndi-Igbo and 

Nigeria? We must, at all times 
borrow a leaf from what John 
Kennedy asked, what will I do 
for my country and not what 
my country will do for me.”

Odunukwe pledged to 
serve, saying he would not 
have bothered to stand elec-
tion if he never wanted to 
serve.

Others elected to serve in 
the next four years are Oke-
chukwu Ilofulunwa as sec-
retary; Nnabuike Edechime, 
vice president (Enugu);Chuks 
Okeugiri, (Imo), Nkem Anaekie 
(Anambra) and Chukwuma 
Ezeala as legal adviser.

Obi advises Igbo nation, as 
Aka-Ikenga elects new Exco

Expert advises aging people to worry less

A
ging people 
have been ad-
vised to see it 
as a natural 

biological process and 
not worry about it.

Kene Madu, chief 
consultant orthopedic 
Surgeon at National 
Orthopedic Hospital, 
Enugu who gave the 

advice noted that think-
ing about aging would 
ultimately lead to death, 
adding that the trick to 
aging gracefully is to 
enjoy it.

Madu disclosed this 
in his lecture on ‘Aging 
and Good Health’ at the 
2016 End of Year Family 
meeting of the Brothers 
Across Nigeria ( BAN 
), a non-governmen-
tal, non-religious and 
non-political associa-

tion which took place at 
Hotel Royal Damgrete  
Umuahia, Abia State 
capital.

Another lecturer, 
Femi Osibanjo, a lawyer 
who spoke on ‘Ageless-
ness and Neutrality of 
Age in True Friendship’, 
enjoined BAN members 
to foster the trueness 
and agelessness of their 
friendship by doing 
more things together, 
visiting one another, 

knowing families and 
complying with the 
‘House Rules’ of being 
tolerant, not complain-
ing about everything, 
caring or being altruistic 
in assisting one another, 
respecting and showing 
love and co-operating 
with all.

According to him, 
it has been found that 
people with close re-
lationships are hap-
pier people, hence we 

should get closer and 
closer. “Let us be to-
gether as the more we 
are together, the hap-
pier we shall be”. 

Chairman of BAN 
U mu a h i a  C h a p t e r, 
Hope Uwaga, said that 
BAN which came in 
to being in 1972 as an 
association of profes-
sional men from across 
Nigeria, had over ten 
thousand membership 
with the philosophy 

for love, orderliness, 
honesty, transparen-
cy, togetherness who 
champion and share 
one another’s challeng-
es and positively seek 
to solve them.

“We also promote 
members’ welfare and 
thus creating a simple 
society for the world to 
copy from, promoting 
objectivity, fairness and 
social justice, generally”, 
Uwaga said.

UDO0KA AGWU

L-R: Chairman, Access Bank Plc, Mosun Belo-Olusoga; Ooni of Ife, Oba Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi and Group 
Managing Director/CEO, Access Bank Plc, Herbert Wigwe, when the Ooni of Ife visited the Bank’s Head Office 
in Victoria Island, Lagos on Friday

VP Anambra, Nkem Aniekie, Pat Utomi; former president of Aka-Ikenga, Sylva Ebigwei, outgoing president, Goddy 
Uwazuruike; incoming President, Charles Odunukwe, Special guest of honour, Peter Obi; VP Imo Chuks Okeugiri 
and VP Enugu, Nnabuike Edechime.

Education Minister condemns 
AIFCE students’ riot

M
inister of Edu-
cation, Adamu 
Adamu and 
Visitor to Al-
van Ikoku Fed-

eral College of Education (AIF-
CE), Owerri, has condemned 
the recent riot by students of 
the college of education, which 
led to destruction of so many 
properties, including parts of 
the Provost’s office, other build-
ings and the institution’s multi-
million-naira water factory.

Adamu, who addressed 
the AIFCE 26th convocation 
ceremony in Owerri, weekend, 
expressed sadness over the 
riot of 18 July by the students, 
stressing that the action was 
lamentable.

 “Student leadership is ex-
pected to be a platform for 
leadership training, and an 
opportunity to help interface 
the student body with man-
agement for a cordial learn-
ing space. A situation where 
students, particularly teacher-
trainees, try to appropriate 
decision-making, and dictate 
choice, cannot be tolerated, and 
should therefore be prevented,” 
the minister said.

He however, assured that 
the Federal Government was 

unwavering in its unalloyed 
commitment to ensuring that 
education occupies its pride of 
place as a vital sector of human 
civilisation.

The Education minister ac-
knowledged what he described 
as “the invaluable contribu-
tions of Colleges of Education to 
national goals and aspirations.”

Adamu informed that the 
Federal Ministry of Education 
was committed to raising the 
profile of teachers, and plac-
ing high value on the teaching 
profession, by strengthening 
the relevant agencies to ensure 
delivery on their mandates, as 
well as providing the platform 
for exchange of good practices 
to enhance the contribution 
towards national develop-
ment.

Earlier in her address, the 
Provost of AIFCE, Blessing 
Ijioma said the College had an 
eventful year, with 100 percent 
full accreditation by the Na-
tional Universities Commission 
(NUC) of all its 24 Bachelor of 
Education (B.Ed) programmes 
in affiliation with the Univer-
sity of Nigeria, Nsukka (UNN); 
adding that another accredita-
tion exercise by the National 
Commission for Colleges of 
Education (NCCE) was still be-
ing expected.

Ijioma (PhD), also informed 

that the College had since 2013, 
witnessed tremendous infra-
structural development such 
as: new lecture theatres; work-
shops and laboratories; build-
ings like the Micro-teaching 
Lab; the ICT Resource Center 
with 600 computer worksta-
tions; Computer-Based Test 
(CBT) seminar room with 200 
computers, which came on-
line two years ago. Others are 
the School of Social Sciences 
building and School of General 
Studies; while all of the Col-
lege’s laboratories, workshops 
and libraries have received a 
make-over, with state-of-the-
art equipment and brought up 
to acceptable standards.

Meanwhile, the Provost 
informed that the College at-
tracted a bridge across the 
Nworie River by the Ecological 
Fund of the Federal Govern-
ment; adding that the comple-
tion of the bridge would enable 
the College to begin its Nworie 
Campus expansion.

 She commended the Fed-
eral Government and its agen-
cies, the Tertiary Education 
Trust Fund (TETFund) and 
Ecological Fund for support in 
getting the College move up 
its facilities; adding that these 
have contributed to ensuring 
conducive environment for 
learning and teaching.

…as College urges FG to upgrade it to varsity
BEN EGUZOZIE

FUNAAB moves to resolve lingering 
crisis, recalls 23 sacked workers 

T
he Governing Coun-
cil of the Federal Uni-
versity of Agriculture, 
Abeokuta (FUNAAB), 

has directed immediate rein-
statement of 23 members of 
staff earlier sacked by the uni-
versity, requesting the affected 
members of staff to submit 
Letter of Appeal to the Secre-
tary, Council Committee on 
Investigation of the Lingering 
Industrial Unrest and Tension 
within 48 hours, beginning 
from Friday and expiring on 
Monday. 

The decision was taken at 
the 91st Meeting of the Gov-
erning Council held at the 
National Universities Commis-
sion (NUC), Abuja some months 
after the lingering internal 
crisis in which 23 members of 
staff were sacked following the 
petition sent to the Economic 
and Financial Crime Com-
mission (EFCC) which alleged 
corruption against Olusola 
Oyewole, Vice-Chancellor and 
Oluseye Ogunlewe, Chairman, 
Governorship Council.

A release signed by Emi 
Alawode, head of Directorate 
of Public Relations, FUNAAB 

and made available to some 
journalists in Abeokuta reads 
in part: “In a bid to ensure last-
ing peace in the University, the 
Governing Council of the Fed-
eral University of Agriculture, 
Abeokuta (FUNAAB), is set to 
re-absorb the 23 sacked mem-
bers of staff of the University. 

“The decision was con-
tained in a communiqué issued 
at the end of the 91st Meeting 
of the Governing Council, held 
recently, at the National Uni-
versities Commission (NUC), 
Abuja and signed by the Act-
ing Registrar and Secretary to 
Council, Obafemi Oginni.

RAZAQ AYINLA, Abeokuta 
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News
WAEC withholds 13,488 
results over exam 
malpractices

Group wants Buhari to pump 
recovered loot into economy

T
he Answer-.
u d - d e e n 
Youth Asso-
ciation of Ni-
geria (ADY-

AN) in the 19 northern 
States of Nigeria Friday 
urged President Mu-
hammadu Buhari to 
use money recovered 
from looters to cushion 
the effect of hardship 
being faced by Nige-
rians.

Basheer Omipidan, 

the Chairman of North-
ern states’ executive 
committee, made this 
call while addressing 
a press conference in 
llorin, the Kwara State 
capital.

The press briefing 
was to herald the as-
sociation’s 20016 con-
ference, which will 
take place at Omuaran, 
headquarters of lre-
podun Local Govern-
ment area of the state.

Omipidan in his ad-
dress, urged the Buhari-
led administration to 

listen to the yearning 
of the people, noting 
that the use of loot-
ed fund to revive the 
economy will solve 
several economic chal-
lenges confronting the 
nation.

According to him, “ 
let the money recov-
ered so far be pumped 
into the economy so 
families can once again 
eat what they desire. 
We as Nigerian kept 
faith with his admin-
istration, ADYAN is 
therefore confident 

that the administra-
tion will reciprocate 
the gesture by ensuring 
we all smile again.”

Omipidan advised 
Nigerians to  imbibe 
the ‘change begins with 
me’ culture, avoid wast-
age in anything, be fair 
to all irrespective of our 
religion, culture or eth-
nic background, sug-
gested that Nigerians 
should avoid  sacrific-
ing merit for medioc-
rity. “If we do all these 
Nigeria will be great 
again”, he said. 
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T
he West Af-
rica Examina-
tion Council 
on Friday re-

leased the results of the 
November/December 
2016 West African Se-
nior School Certificate 
Examination (WASSCE) 
Private, withholding 
the results of 13,488 
candidates, represent-
ing 7.81 percent of the 
total candidature, for 
further investigation in 
connection with vari-
ous cases of examina-
tion malpractice.

Olutise Adenipekun, 
head of the Nigeria Na-
tional Office of WAEC, 
at a press briefing at the 
council’s office in Yaba, 
Lagos, said that out of 
the total number of 
172,699 candidates who 
sat for the examination, 
175,411 candidates, rep-
resenting 99.31 percent, 
have their results fully 
processed and released, 
while 1,210 candidates, 
representing 0.69 per-
cent, have a few of their 
subjects still being pro-
cessed due to some er-
rors mainly traceable 
to the candidates in the 
course of registration 
or writing the exami-
nation.

Adenipekun, while 
giving a detailed sta-
tistics of the result, dis-
closed that of the total 

number of candidates 
that sat the examina-
tion, a total of 66,497 
candidates, represent-
ing 38.50 percent, ob-
tained credits in five 
subjects and above, 
including English Lan-
guage and Mathemat-
ics.

He observed that 
38.50 percent perfor-
mance of candidates 
that obtained five cred-
its and above, includ-
ing English Language 
and Mathematics, in 
the WASSCE for Pri-
vate Candidates rep-
resents an improve-
ment on the result of 
2014 and 2015, which 
was 29.37 percent and 
20.59 percent, respec-
tively.

According to him, 
a total of 176,621 can-
didates registered for 
the examination, out 
of which 172,699 candi-
dates sat the examina-
tion. Of the total num-
ber of candidates that 
sat the examination, 
88,290 were male and 
84,409 were female, 
representing 51.12 per-
cent and 48.88 percent, 
respectively.

He however called 
on candidates who sat 
the Novemb er/D e-
cember 2016 WASSCE 
to check the details of 
their performance on 
the Council’s results 
website within the next 
24 hours.

…announces Nov/Dec 
examination performance

L-R: Ishmael Nwokocha, President; Dara Ogunseinde, Member; Tumi Sekoni, Member; and Patrick Ajunwoko, Executive Secretary/CEO, all governing 
council member of the Association of Corporate Treasurers of Nigeria (ACTN) at the association’s Breakfast Meeting held in Lagos with the theme “The 
Economic Outlook for 2017 and its impact on the Corporate Sector”.

Reps score president low on 2016 budget implementation

M
embers of 
the House 
of Repre-
sentatives 

across political divides 
on Wednesday scored 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari’s administration 
low on the implementa-
tion of the 2016 Appro-
priation Act.

The lawmakers dur-
ing the overview of the 
socio-economic situa-
tion expressed concerns 
over the plight of mil-
lions of Nigerians who 

live in abject poverty 
sequel to the lingering 
economic recession.

The lawmakers, who 
sp oke during s epa-
rate interviews with 
BDSUNDAY after the 
2017 budget presenta-
tion by President Buhari 
to the joint session of the 
National Assembly, also 
emphasised the need to 
inject funds into critical 
sectors of the economy, 
including health, roads, 
rail, power, education 
and Medium, Small 
and Micro Enterprises 
(MSMEs) in the 2017 fis-
cal year. In a chat with 

...kick against sharing of funds accrued into excess crude account

KEHINDE AKINTOLA
BDSUNDAY, Kayode 
Oladele (APC-Ogun) 
urged President Buhari 
to cut excessive spend-
ing of revenues accrued 
from crude oil, just as he 
kicked against the shar-
ing of funds accrued 
into the Excess Crude 
Account (ECA) by the 
three tiers of govern-
ment on monthly basis.

Oladele who doubles 
as chairman, House 
Committee on Finan-
cial Crimes, expressed 
optimism that the N800 
billion approved for cap-
ital expenditure in the 
2016 Appropriation Act 

will be implemented till 
May 2017, in addition to 
over N2.24 trillion (or 
30 percent of the N7.29 
trillion total budget) 
for capital expenditure 
proposed in the 2017 
budget proposal, will 
help the country out of 
recession.

The lawmaker, who 
noted that it would take 
about three years for 
any country to get out 
of economic recession, 
assured that the provi-
sion of N90 billion for 
agriculture sector and 
budgetary allocation 
for mining and other 

non-oil sectors will pro-
vide employment for 
Nigerians and address 
infrastructural deficit.

In his remarks, John-
s o n  A g b o n ay i n m a 
(PDP-Edo) emphasised 
the need for President 
Buhari to initiate poli-
cies and programmes 
that will impact posi-
tively in the lives of over 
170 millions who voted 
him into power. “I just 
want to say that those 
who want to hear, let 
them open their ears to 
listen attentively that 
Nigerians are suffering. 
We shouldn’t take it 

lightly because this is 
a real serious issue that 
we have to deal with. 
The ordinary people 
who elected us to rep-
resent them effectively, 
today, they cannot have 
two, three square meals 
a day,” he said.

On her part, Linda 
Ikpeazu (PDP-Anambra) 
said though she hadn’t 
seen the budget, the 
constitution made it 
very clear that it is the 
responsibility of the ex-
ecutive to lay the appro-
priation bill on the table 
before the National As-
sembly.
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Citing recession, high airfare, 
Christmas travellers resort to road transport

W
h e n  h i s 
t r a v e l 
a g e n t 
e m a i l e d 
h i m  t h e 

total cost of return air ticket 
on the Lagos-Enugu route 
for his family of five, de-
manding immediate online 
money transfer to secure the 
transaction, Emeka Ozinna, a 
university lecturer, lamented 
that N60,000 per passenger 
was rather exorbitant.

After two hours’ delay, 
however,  he  transferre d 
N300,000 to the travel agent 
but was surprised when the 
agent sent back the money 
on the grounds that the fare 
had increased to N70,000 per 
passenger.

That was when Ozinna 
gave up. He promptly asked 
his driver to rush to a nearby 
God Is Good Motors bus ter-
minal to book five tickets to 
Enugu at N6,000 each for 
their Christmas travel the 
next day.

Ozinna is among many fre-
quent air travellers who are 
resorting to road transporta-
tion owing to soaring airfare 
amidst biting economic re-
cession.

Airfare hike during fes-
tive periods is commonplace 
among Nigerian airlines. This 
time, however, there has been 
frequent airfare increase in 
recent times as economic 
downturn c ombines with 
aviation fuel scarcity and for-
eign exchange challenges to 
compel airlines to hike their 
fares in order to stay afloat.  

Arik Air is witnessing a 
36-percent fare hike from 
N44,000 this time last year 
to N60,000 today for a return 
ticket on the Lagos-Abuja and 
Lagos-Port Harcourt routes.

First Nation, Air Peac e 
and Med-view airlines have 
also seen 38 percent fare rise 
from an average of N42,000 
last year to N58,000 today for 
a Lagos-Abuja and Lagos-Port 
Harcourt return ticket. Air-
fare for Dana Airline, which 
was previously N40,000 for 
a Lagos-Abuja return ticket, 
increased to N50,000 due to 
the festive season rush.

Consequently, intending 
air travellers who cannot af-
ford the exorbitant fares are 

reordering their priorities 
and looking elsewhere for 
cheaper alternatives.

Chiemezie Uzonma, a fre-
quent air passenger on the 
Lagos-Owerri route, has re-
sorted to road transportation 
to move his goods meant for 
Christmas sales.

At the Peace Mass Transit 
Park at Ojuelegba,  Lagos, 
Uzonma told BDSUNDAY 
that travelling by air was 
becoming a luxury for him 
as he could no longer afford 
airfares b e caus e his  c ost 
of doing business had in-
creased significantly and fly-
ing would further increase 
his overhead cost.    

“Airfares are going up, and 
sales are dropping because 
people like us who cannot 
afford the fares again are 
resorting to road transporta-
tion,” said Uzonma.

“At this point, it is better 
to save money to remain in 
business than to fly with 
your little profit,” he said.

Across Lagos, mechanic 
workshops are dead busy as 
many motorists are putting 
their cars in order for long 
distance journeys by road 
this Christmas. Among them 
are s ome who ordinarily 
would have travelled by air.

“ W i t h  N 5 0 , 0 0 0  I  c a n 
service my Toyota Sienna, 
change two tyres and buy 
fuel  that will  take me to 
and fro Lagos-Sagbama, my 
village in Bayelsa. I will be 
driving with my family of 
four and two friends,” said 
Preye Taylor, a frequent air 
traveller.

“If you try that by air they 
will charge you not less than 
N400,000, besides airport 
taxi from Port Harcourt to 
my village. It makes sense to 
go by road this time despite 
the bad road, delays and se-
curity issues,” he said.

As many travellers take 
to road transp ortation to 
cut cost this festive season, 
airlines are gradually los-
ing traffic. Road transport 
grew 1.265 percent in the 
third quarter (Q3) of 2016, 
from -3.71 percent in second 
quarter (Q2) of 2016 and 4.98 
percent in Q3 2015, accord-
ing to a National Bureau of 
Statistics report.

This is just as air transport 
contracted by -3.12 percent 
in Q3 of 2016, from -2.56 per-
cent in Q2 of 2016 and 3.14 
percent in Q3 of 2015.

“ We are in a re c ession 
economy so we expect to 
witness high unemployment, 

inflation and low purchasing 
power. So people do not just 
travel now; there must be an 
important reason before you 
travel and it must have good 
returns,” said Simon Tumba, 
an aviation industry analyst.

“Traffic has depleted at 
the major airports, especially 
this festive season and this 
has affected restaurants op-
erating inside the airport and 
some of them are closing. I 
believe Nigeria will achieve 
stability in the economy over 
time. If government enforces 
fiscal discipline and based on 
projections, things will get 
better by the middle of next 
year,” he said.

Tayo Ojuri, another ex-
pert, also told BDSUNDAY 
that aviation is a function of 
disposable income and that 
many who travel in Nige-
ria, especially for domestic 
travel, are driven mostly by 
business. As such, those trav-
elling for the festive period 
are subjected to high fares.

“Lo oking at the routes, 
L a g o s -A b uj a ,  L a g o s - Po r t 
Harcourt, Lagos-Kano, Abu-
ja-Asaba, these routes are 
driven by business. The other 
option for airlines will be for 
them to increase their fares 
and increasing fares will 

mean increase in the cost of 
goods and services for people 
that travel by air,” Ojuri ex-
plained.

But for those who are re-
sorting to road transporta-
t ion,  D emola Fadahunsi , 
a  clergyman who hardly 
travels during festive period 
because of numerous church 
activities, is worried about 
the poor condition of roads 
across the country.

“Festive period is a time 
when we experience many 
road accidents occasioned by 
reckless driving and often by 
bad roads. If many are resort-
ing to road transportation 
because of the high airfares, 
then we may likely record 
more accidents this period,” 
he said.

He advised that those who 
do not have genuine reasons 
to travel should stay back, 
enjoy wherever they are and 
save because 2017 would be 
tougher.

“We are not getting out of 
the recession soon, why fly 
if you can’t afford it? Why 
risk the danger on the road 
if there is no pressing need 
to travel? We are in the time 
of lack, and people should 
learn to save. You can send 
money, food items and even 
pictures to people at home or 
visit when the rush is over,” 
he said.

Federal Road Safety Corps 
(FRSC) has, however, assured 
Nigerian of smoother travel 
this festive season as long 
as motorists adhere to rules, 
observe road signs and main-
tain moderate speed.

“ T h e re  i s  n o  n e e d  fo r 
rush.  A mil l ion cars  can 
drive through a narrow lane 
within hours if all the driv-
ers follow instructions and 
orderly movement,” said an 
FRSC official who would not 
be named.

“Those travelling for the 
festive season should make 
sure their vehicles are road-
worthy for their safety and 
not for FRSC’s sake. Your 
tyres, fire extinguisher, cau-
tion signs, and even tool box 
should be in tact just in case 
of mechanical emergency. No 
FRSC official is happy park-
ing a vehicle and delaying 
travellers this festive season; 
it is all for drivers’ and pas-
sengers’ safety,” he said.

Travellers boarding bus
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T
he terrain of the oil region 
alone is enough hassle to 
effective policing of the 
Niger Delta where creeks, 
swamps and huge bodies 

of water threaten any upland person. 
Yet, most of the security operatives 
especially the police posted in the 
region are from the Middle Belt and 
North of Nigeria with huge aqua-
phobia.

That apart, the Niger Delta is reek-
ing with armed gangs in the form 
of militants and cultists who take 
delight in killing security operatives, 
especially the police as if to vent 
their anger on those in uniform as 
the nearest symbols of the federal 
authorities. Besides, drug business, 
illegal bunkering, illicit refining and 
general acts of damage to the net-
works of pipelines are rampant in the 
region with the police as the enemy 
trying to stop them. Often, policemen 
are found floating on waters. Many 
more are never found.

Beneath this threat is the high 
temptation thrown as baits to secu-
rity agents in the field as a take-it-or-
die offer. Most policemen watch their 
colleagues grow into rich men from 
unknown sources and it becomes a 
problem saying ‘no’.

The most threatening of all how-
ever, seems to be the ‘new political 
normal’ in the region where former 
political followers or middlemen 
have grown into lords in the region, 
eager to dictate the pace of rulership, 
deciding who gets what. This seems 
to have transformed elections into 
a high-wired game of life and death 
where the winner becomes a king 
to determine how fast the loser goes 
down. Desperation has become the 
new affliction.

This seems to be where the new 
problem of a police officer posted to 
the region, especially Rivers State, 
starts. In a state where the middle 
ground (neutrality) has since disap-
peared into two party lines, the abil-
ity of any police officer in the state to 
prove that he is still neutral becomes 
almost impossible. Like in coup situ-
ations in the military, staying in the 
middle becomes evidence of ‘not sup-
porting us’. Since the days of Mbu Jo-
seph Mbu, any police commissioner 
sent to Rivers State is in the eye of the 
storm, always under scrutiny; is he 
our man or our enemy. Nobody ever 
would hear that he is in the middle, 
even when the gladiators would say, 
‘We do not ask him to favour us but 
to be neutral’. Now, ‘neutral’ has ac-
quired a new definition.

The politics of Rivers State turned 
volatile in 2012 at the take off of the 
state’s political crisis where a house 
was divided against itself into the 
Nyesom Wike/Goodluck Jonathan/
Patience Jonathan camp as opposed 
to the Chibuike Amaechi camp. Mbu 
arrived as CP at that moment and 
was accused of coming to oversee a 
power-shift to the Wike camp. Noth-

The hassles of policing the Niger Delta

ing he did was seen as neutral until 
the huge outcry saw to his reposting 
to the FCT on February 12, 2014, to 
give way to Tune Johnson Ogunsakin 
from Lagos State to take over.

From then through the short days 
of Dan Bature, Chris Ezike, Musa 
Kimo now to Foluso Adebanjo who 
arrived on June 20, 2016, each of the 
CPs has been accused of being either 
too far in the left or right, or too much 
in the centre, which is an offence on 
its own. Now, the matter has gone 
beyond the CPs to focus on the top 
commanders of sensitive operational 
commands such as commander of the 
Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS) 
or any person in charge of operations 
(O/C Ops), often an Assistant Com-
missioner of Police (ACP).

A CP can hardly go un-accused 
openly in Rivers State in these haz-
ardous days of elections and rerun 
elections where each of the two rival 
political parties must win in a contest 
where only one must win. In every 
operation, the police must ‘offend’ 
either of the two fiercely opposed 
political parties. When the Depart-
ment of State Security (DSS) moved to 
pick up a federal court judge at night 
weeks ago, it was the CP that went 
with the Governor to avert it, but the 
federal authorities frowned at the 
CP and he seems to remain silent to 
this day. Rather, the vitriolic attacks 
of the state governor have shifted to 
the AC Ops (Steven Hasso) and SARS 
Commander, Akin Fakorede.

Governor Wike has lined up all 
sorts of allegations against both men 
and in the last two days has taken to 
two-pronged attacks; a state broad-
cast targeting the police (especially 
Haso and Fakorede) and a street pro-
test led by him to the state police 
command, each time demanding for 
the removal of both officers. That 
does not seem the end of his actions 
as he has promised to take further but 
undisclosed actions to ensure they 
were removed.  

He said: “On behalf of the Riv-
ers State Government and the good 
people of the state, we have to let the 
police know that enough is enough. 
We demand that the Assistant Com-
missioner of Polic e in charge of 
Operations, Steven Hasso, and the 
Commander of Special Anti-Robbery 
Squad (SARS) Akin Fakorede must 
leave the state.

“Since you don’t want to protect 
the state and you want to be politi-
cians, you have gotten the votes you 
want to get, you have also gotten the 
seats you want to get, you can now 
leave the state.”

Governor Wike further stated: “If 
they don’t leave the state, then we 
will do all we can to ensure they leave 
this state. They must leave this state. 
They have killed innocent people. 
We have come here peacefully. Com-
municate this to your superiors in 
Abuja. I cannot write again, since I 
have done that repeatedly. Please, 
I don’t want my people to die any-
more”.

Aside Governor Wike, Deputy 
Governor Ipalib o Harry Banigo, 
Speaker Dabo Adams, Former Min-
ister of Transport, Abiye Sekibo, 
former UBA Chairman, Ferdinand 
Alabrabra, former Deputy Governor 
Tele Ikuru and Rivers State PDP 
Chairman, Felix Obuah joined the 
march. The march was no child’s play 
as most leaders of the PDP stood to be 
counted, though the governor called 
‘The masses of Rivers State’. 

Before that, a direct collision be-
tween Hasso and the Wike team had 
taken place on the day the APC mem-
bers protested at the Rivers House of 
Assembly. The governor said Hasso 
was the one leading the APC protest-
ers to invade the Government House 
to make attempt on his life. 

The APC had countered that it was 
rather Wike’s chief security officer 
(CSO) that was found by Hasso in the 
midst of APC protesters and won-
dered what such an officer was doing 

in that spot instead of being close to 
his principal, the governor. An ugly 
situation was said to have occurred 
between both police officers and this 
led to a query to the junior of the two, 
the CSO, and his redeployment away 
from Rivers with prospects of further 
disciplinary actions.

Police sources believe that most of 
those who staged a counter protest 
the day the APC obtained permission 
to protest at the House of Assembly 
were from the 22,430 persons just 
granted amnesty by Governor Wike 
where he said he recovered 911 guns.

Wike rejected this action in an 
open protest to the visiting IG, and 
has moved to demand for equal re-
moval of those who removed his CSO. 
As the APC launches its own counter-
protest, the state is once again back 
to the status of Baghdad and policing 
has risen to higher stakes.

As the attacks continue to fly from 
the Government House in the state 
against this son of a Adamawa-born 
officer who joined the Police in 1991 
and has served in all the six geo-polit-
ical zone of the country to make him 
conversant with the unique policing 
imperatives of each section of Nige-
ria, many now realise the risks and 
hassles of policing in the Niger Delta.

Hasso served at the Police Mobile 
Force (PMF) for a very long, sign that 
he must be a reliable hand. He was 
appointed as O/C Ops while serving 
as Area Commander, Port Author-
ity Police (PAP), Lagos. This is why 
eyebrows are being raised in the 
accusations against some police offi-
cers in Rivers State because the likes 
of Hasso were still serving in Lagos 
State by the time the governor ac-
cused him of receiving N500m from 
Amaechi to subvert the Rivers elec-
tion in 2015. Even on the Saturday 
December 10, 2016 rerun elections, 
Hasso was said to be rooted in the 
Police Headquarters as duty war-
ranted. He was not anywhere in the 
field let alone carrying ballot boxes 
or snatching results as he is openly 
accused, an inside source revealed.

A police source said; “Policemen 
who worked on the Election Day in 
Rivers State faced danger at vari-
ous times, yet, they are now facing 
verbal threats from political leaders. 
Imagine, a Deputy Superintendent, 
Musa Alkali, and his orderly were 
ambushed and beheaded in Omoku 
area,  the hometown of the PDP 
party chairman. To date, some police 
officers are still missing. A police 
sergeant was killed at an APC rally 
in Okrika before the 2015 elections, 
yet there seems to be no concern for 
these officers being killed anyhow in 
the Niger Delta”.

Some have hailed the massive 
deployment of policemen (28,000) to 
the state for the election saying it was 
the only way the election could hold 
in such a volatile place, but others 
have condemned both the deploy-
ment of such a huge number and the 
actions of the policemen and soldiers.

In a highly volatile and totally di-
vided state such as Rivers, the place 
of a police officer will continue to be 
disputed and policing will continue 
to be a thankless job in the swamps 
full of blood.

...Flying allegations against police officers
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Akwa Ibom tragedy: Survivors still in shock, relive experiences
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Pastor Akan Weeks, also a casualty

Reminant of collapsed church building

T
h e  t ra g i c  i n c i -
dent that struck 
recently in Uyo, 
the Akwa Ibom 
State capital as 

worshippers gathered for 
the ordination of  Akan 
Weeks, founder of Reign-
ers Bible Church, who was 
to be made a bishop, has got 
many wondering whether 
the disaster could have been 
averted, anyhow.

The death toll from the 
collapse of the church build-
ing has continued to rise 
and the exact figure may 
not be known in the final 
analysis.

Initially, the state gov-
ernment said that 23 per-
sons lost their lives but 
this has since been revised 
upwards putting the num-
ber of deaths at 27. First it 
was Governor Udom Em-
manuel who announced the 
death toll during a church 
programme at the of the 
two-day mourning period. 
The latest figure was issued 
by his chief press secretary.

When Satan b egan to 
move against a man called 
Job, he attacked everything 
that belonged to him. But 
one interesting thing is that 
there was always a survivor 
to tell the story. When the 
fire came from nowhere and 
consumed the man’s herd of 
flock and his servants, one 
person escaped to tell the 
story. When some enemies 
came suddenly upon those 
he put in charge of his camel 
and destroyed bother the 
animals and the keepers, 
one person escaped to tell 
the story. When those who 
worked in his field were all 
mysteriously consumed, 
someone escaped to tell the 
story. And when the house 
in which all Job’s children 
were making merry caved 
in and killed of them, a 
bystander escaped to tell 
the story. In every tragedy 
in life, there is always a 
person that survives to tell 
the story.

So it happened penulti-
mate Saturday that despite 
the fact that many worship-
pers lost their lives in the 
incident, some others are 
fortunate to survive to tell 
their stories.

It was a programme that 
involved dignitaries from all 

walks of life including poli-
ticians, students, business-
men and women, journalists 
and ordinary people.

Governor Udom Emman-
uel, who was the special 
guest of honour, was able to 
escape unhurt.

One of the survivors, 
a journalist and member 
of the Government House 
press crew, recalled his ex-
perience when the roof of 
the building came down.

“I can’t recall anything; all 
I saw was darkness on the 
left and light on the right. 
We did not spend up to 20 
minutes when the disaster 
occurred. It started from 
the back row. I was on the 
4th row.

“Certainly, I saw blood 
gushing out of my head 
though nothing had hit me.  
I thought it must have been 
head-to-head bruise or part 
of the roofing sheets be-
cause until the blood came 
out there was no sign that 
something had hit me.

“The loud sound from 
speakers and dancing as 
well as shouting made peo-
ple not to hear signs the roof 
was about to collapse and 
the worst was that it came 
from the back row.

“As I was going through 
the programmes to see how 
it will go, I never noticed 
that the building was about 
to collapse as I was trying to 
go backwards not knowing 
that where was happening, 
people rushed to get out and 
blocked the way, someone 
hit me on the head I fell 
down but I was lifted up 
by a colleague that we sat 
together. “God saved my life.

But speaking from his 
hospital bed from an undis-
closed location, the founder 
of the church, told a radio 
station in Uyo, the state 
capital that his leg was dam-
aged in the incident adding 
that he was no longer inter-
est in being ordained as a 
bishop.

 “ M y  n a m e  i s  A k a n 
Weeks, it is very unfortu-
nate the incident that hap-
pened on Saturday during 
my bishopric enthrone-
ment, I call to say that God is 
still on the throne. Only God 
knows best and nobody can 
question him.

“And I want to say that 
for the departed souls and 
those who are injured, God 
will give them quick and 
speedy recovery. I want 

to tell every family that is 
in pain that our God is the 
healer.

“Let Christians in Akwa 
Ibom state know that this 
battle is not all about Akan 

Weeks and his church; it is a 
battle between the kingdom 
of darkness and the church 
in the land.

“Let nobody believe the 
speculation that I was en-

throned as the bishop, the en-
thronement was cancelled and I 
am not interested.

“I want to say a very big thank 
you to Governor Udom Emmanu-
el, medical personnel, others for 

ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo
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their love and support during my 
trying moment.

“Please, this is not the time to 
crucify me; I’m still your brother. 
Reigners Church family, I’m still 
your pastor. The enthronement 
was cancelled completely and I 
am not interested. Please let us 
rise and pray. I really sympathise 
with the departed soul. Once, I’m 
out of my hospital bed I will come 
on air and we will pray together. 
I was also seriously injured. One 
of my legs was seriously dam-
aged.

For Colonel Edem Efreti, a 
journalist who covers the Akwa 
Ibom Government House for 
Akwa Ibom Broadcasting Cor-
poration (TV), he attributed his 
escape from the tragic incident 
to God’s power.

“I did not sustain any injury 
though I later felt some aches all 
over my body. I can remember 
everything but I won’t be exact 
for the time it happened. Well, I 
can only attribute it all to God. 
He saved me and used me as a 
medium to save two others.

Efreti, who was able to lend a 
helping hand to two other col-
leagues of his, said he had to tear 
the canopy-like roof to save his 
friends.

“I supposed something like 
blue sheets covered the metals. 
I don’t know what that is called. 
From under, I cut it and I pushed 
to move out from the iron before 
every other thing. The roof came 
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down on us. God saved me, 
used me to tear the roof 
open and that was it. Praises 
should be to the Lord and 
not me. No one attributes 
higher powers to himself. 
I recognise that power as 
God’s. He saved us,” he said.

Many questions have 
been raised about the loca-
tion of the church and its 
construction. While many 
think that its location close 
to a ravine was not the best, 
others say the manner in 
which the construction was 
done left much to be desired.

According to Atta Ikid-
deh, a public affairs com-
mentator, the church did 
not collapse gradually, add-
ing that it was sudden given 
worshipers little or no time 
to escape.

“People heard a sound 
a n d  s u d d e n l y  t h e  ro o f 
caved in. This sort of sud-
den structural failure is 
initiated when the mate-
rial is stressed beyond its 
strength limit, thus causing 
fracture or excessive de-
formation. If the structures 
had been well designed, a 
localised failure would have 
simply caused a progres-
sive collapse of the roofing 
structure. The strength and 
elasticity of the heavy metal 
irons would still have held 
the structure in place, giv-

ing the members enough 
time to escape but unfortu-
nately this did not happen- 
what victims witnessed was 
a sudden ultimate failure 
strength; it means there 
was a fundamental error in 
the structural engineering 
and structural design of the 
building,’’ Ikiddeh said.

According to him, it is 
difficult to imagine why the 
church embarked on such 
an edifice without a per-
manent or temporal central 
column.

“It is most certain that 
if the scaffold had been in 
place the roof would not 
have collapsed. It was a 
mouse trap waiting to hap-
pen, the roof would have 
caved in sooner or later; the 
death toll would have been 
worse. I believe God in his 
infinite mercy invited the 
State Governor for the event 
in order to lead the rescue 
mission with his pool of of-
ficial vehicles, ambulances 
and fire engines to salvage 
the dead and rescue the 
dying.’’

Many others were not so 
fortunate to escape unhurt. 
Chris Udoh, the newly ap-
pointed commissioner for 
information and strategy, 
and the Chief Press Secre-
tary to the Governor, Eker-
ette Udoh suffered various 
degrees of injuries and are 
currently being hospital-
ised. While the commis-
sioner suffered a broken 
skull as he was hit by one 
of the heavy iron bars, the 
chief press secretary had a 
broken leg.

By far, that tragic inci-
dent of Saturday December 
10 remains the most devas-
tating disaster to have hit 
the state in many decades.

According to Moses Ekpo, 
the state deputy governor, 
the news of the tragic in-
cident was made more pal-
pable as the governor of the 
state was in attendance at 
that consecration service 
where some lives were in-
advertently lost, adding that 
the incident remains “the 
singular most devastating 
disaster to befall us as a 
state, in recent history.”

He described it as “the 
darkest hour” in the history 
of the state.

Meanwhile,  an eight-
member commission of in-
quiry has been constituted 
by the governor to investi-
gate and probe the immedi- Governor Udom

ate and remote cause of the 
incident.

The commission has Jus-
tice Umoekeyo Essang (Rtd), 
as Chairman, with James, 
Utiaruk; Essien Nkanga; 
Assistant Commissioner of 
Police Damian Abibo; John 
Linus; Asuquo B. Okon; and 
James Amiang, as members, 
while Emem Victor Daniel 
of the Ministry of Justice, 
serves as Secretary of the 
Commission.

Inaugurating the mem-
bers in his office, the Gov-
ernor urged the commission 
to investigate the circum-
stances that led to the col-
lapse of the Reigners Bible 
Church building in Uyo last 
weekend.

Among the terms of ref-
erence include, “the role 
played by any person, insti-
tution or authorities and the 
consequences of such roles 
in the collapse of the church 
building.”

The commission is also 
charged “to identify any 
person, institution or au-
thorities responsible either 
remotely or immediately 
in respect of the collapse of 
the church building; recom-
mend appropriate sanctions 
and or actions against all 
persons found culpable in 

the said church building 
collapse;” and also “examine 
generally all circumstances 
surrounding the collapsed 
church building and recom-
mend measures and actions 
to be taken by any person, 
institution or authority to 
guard against future occur-
rences.”

Udom has further urged 
the commission to “indict 
p e r s o n s ,  o r g a n i s at i o n s , 
groups or otherwise found 
culpable in the course of its 
inquiry and make appro-
priate recommendations to 
government.

The commission which 
has three (3) weeks from 
the date of its first sitting to 
submit its interim report, is 
also to “make such further 
examinations or inquiry 
which may, in its opinions, 
give effect generally to the 
terms of reference.”

Responding, the chair-
man of the commission,  
Umoekeyo Essang, commis-
erated with the government 
and people of the state on 
the tragic incident.

He thanked the governor 
for the confidence in the 
members and pledged to 
commit all effort at their 
disposal to justify the con-
fidence.



As Michael Ibru goes home

Delta State Governor, Ifeanyi Okowa (left) and Olorogun Oscar Ibru, during the funeral service of the late Olorogun, Michael Ibru, at 
Diocese of Ughelli (Anglican Communion) All Saint’s Cathedral Church, Iwhreko Street, Ughelli, Delta State.
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A
ll roads led to Agbarha-
Otor, in Ughelli, Delta State, 
South-South geo-political 
zone, last Wednesday, De-
cember 14, 2016 for the 

burial of one of Nigeria’s illustrious 
sons, who passed away at a ripe age 
of 86. Nigerians from all walks of life 
gathered to pay him their last respect. 
People of Urhobo nation, did all they 
could to show their deep-seated grati-
tude to a man who wrote their name 
boldly on global map. Michael Ibru, it 
must be said, did a lot for his people and 
his name, even in death, will continue 
to attract fortunes to them.

At the funeral service, at the All 
Saint’s Cathedral Church, Ughelli, Delta 
State, Ifeanyi Okowa, governor of the 
state, urged more peace in the family 
of the late business mogul.

Okowa called for reconciliation 
among Nigerians in strict compliance 
with the words of God. The governor 
also used the occasion to admonish the 
children of the deceased to sustain the 
legacy of their father, who he noted was 
a nationalist.

“The best you can do to sustain the 
legacy of your father is to be humble 
in what you do, sustain your father’s 
legacy. It is time to unite and forget the 
past,” Governor Okowa admonished the 
late Ibru’s children.

According to Governor Okowa who 
attended the funeral service accom-
panied by a retinue of political office 
holders, reconciliation was very vital 
for a virile society where love for one 
another takes precedence.

“We must reconcile ourselves to God 
and His words and we must continue to 
pray for peace and find a way to impact 
on the life of others,” he said.

Alex Ekwueme, former vice presi-
dent; Godwin Obaseki, Edo State gover-
nor; Edwin Clark, among others, were 
among the dignitaries that attended the 
funeral service.

Nicholas Okoh, primate of Anglican 
Church, described the deceased as a 
national leader, a successful business-
man and an educationist, and urged 
Christians to work towards uplifting 
the standard of living of others while 
alive as the late Ibru did all his lifetime.

After the funeral service, the re-
mains of the Olorogun were taken to 
the Ibru Centre, Agbarha-Otor.

An array of clergymen, traditional 
rulers, captains of industry, top govern-
ment functionaries in Delta State and 
some prominent politicians across the 
country were present to honour the 
deceased in grand style. It was more of 
glamour as the guests at the occasion 
adorned themselves in their best attires.

The event which started on Tuesday, 
December 13 with service of songs and 
lying in state climaxed with the inter-
ment of the deceased at the cemetery 
with reception ceremony that followed 
in his country-home.

The All Saint Cathedral of the Angli-
can Church, Ughelli Diocese, seemed all 
out to accord the deceased the last rites 

as their member as the church service 
held at No 1 Iwhreko Street, Ughelli, 
witnessed a large turnout of the con-
gregants who performed religious ritu-
als in honour of the late entrepreneur. 
Women groups, youth, men, and dance 
groups clad in their uniforms were also 
busy doing their own thing, all in hon-
our of Olorogun Michael Ibru.

There was a long convoy of vehicles 
conveying dignitaries to the church 
and later to the cemetery, then to the 
reception venue; a movement which 
grounded vehicular and human traffic 
in the town for some moment.

Born on December 25, 1930, Michael 
Christopher Onajirhebe Ibru, created 
what many now call the Ibru dynasty 
in Nigeria. According to his funeral ora-
tion, his legacy superseded wealth; as 
surprisingly what most people seek to 
emulate from this quintessential busi-
nessman was his humility. He was once 
described as the man with the Midas 
touch as every business he touched, 
ultimately flourished. 

Ibru was described as a champion 
for education as he ensured that all 
his siblings were well educated.  It has 
been said that Ibru’s only regret in life 
was that he himself did not attend 
university. He attended the Igbobi Col-
lege in 1946, which was one of the best 
institutions in Nigeria. “He excelled in 
academics and completed his six-year 
education in less than four years.”

According to the oration, after 
school, Michael Ibru became a trainee-
manager with the United African 
Company (UAC), where his instinctive 
foresight for business was believed to 
have been sharpened, because at 24, 
his first step into entrepreneurship 
was to form a trading company called 
“LAIBRU” in conjunction with his Eng-
lish partner, Jimmy Large.

“During the mid 1950’s, he man-
aged to break into the then untouched 
market of importing frozen fish into 
the country in order to alleviate pro-
tein deficiency amongst the Nigerian 
people. This led to the formation of Ibru 
Seafoods, which would become the 
cash-cow for the group of companies 
that would later be known as the Ibru 
Organisation. It expanded into aviation, 
hospitality, tourism, banking, automo-
bile distribution, publishing, palm oil 
production and much more.”

Michael Ibru had 18 children, 27 
grand children and two great grand 

Broda,
I will always remember that Sun-

day afternoon at 47, Marine Road, 
Apapa, Lagos.

You came directly to Marine Road 
from church, knowing I was alone 
with a new baby (three weeks old 
Ozana), as aunty was at Mama Yaba’s, 
Mama Yaba (your mother-in-law) 
had just passed on only a few days 
earlier. 

We were sat at the back, myself 
and two ladies from Tejuosho market 
having my hair plaited. 

You sat with us outside for a 
good two+ hours, gisting with us all 
as if we were your everyday chat 
mates; you carried and assisted with 
your granddaughter and ate boiled 
groundnuts with us. Your simplicity 
in humility has been the defining 
mantra of my everyday life!

I thank you for making me under-
stand that even if you are blessed 
with everything in this world, you 

PersonalityOfTheWeek

MERCY ENOCH, ASABA

...Okowa urges closer ties to sustain legacy

Michael Ibru: In generosity we gain more

children; yet, he was cherished as an ex-
emplary father and devoted husband, 
ensuring that all his children were 
loved and cared for, unconditionally. 

He was also noted as an avid be-
liever in modesty and humility. “He 
built in Agbarha-Otor the Ibru College 
and donated the government of Delta 
State, to aid the advancement of educa-
tion in Nigeria. In his village, he built 
the first church, primary school and a 
university.   

His impact and footprints were felt 
by visitors all over Ugheli.

still do not have anything, if you do 
not know how to give or share with-
out ego. That in generosity we gain 
more, spiritually and in hand!!

You were generous beyond gen-
erosity!!!

I am privileged that God allowed 
me, the blessing of knowing you. I 
shall cherish the times I spent in your 
company.

You could find a funny side to 
all situations, you were extremely 
witty. You were a Good man; few 
men have walked this earth with 
your kindness.

Angel Michael, you did past Won-
derful...for what our Good God cre-
ated you to be. I know you are in 
heaven, look down on us all, inter-
cede for us with God. 

Broda, Daddy, forever, fondly in 
my heart. 

 
Love, Annette, is daughter-in-Law 

of Michael Ibru
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Buhari-Saraki rapprochement: A case 
of ‘the more you look, the less you see’

T
here are no permanent friends or 
enemies in politics; only perma-
nent interests”.

There are a million and one 
examples in the Nigerian political 

system to buttress the above maxim. While 
some Nigerians have lost their hard-earned 
jobs or died fighting for politicians before, 
during and elections, believing they have 
some ‘sworn enemies’, these supposedly 
rival politicians turn around, 360 Degrees, 
and suddenly become friends, crack jokes, 
wine and dine on the same table.

In 2011, Governor Ibrahim Shekarau of 
Kano State contested the presidential elec-
tion on the platform of All Nigeria Peoples 
Party (ANPP) against ex-President Goodluck 
Jonathan of the People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP). In 2014, Jonathan appointed Shek-
arau as a minister.

Former governors Segun Oni and Kayo-
de Fayemi of Ekiti State used to be political 
enemies and now they belong to the same 
party.

By the same token, ex-Osun State Gov-
ernor, Olagunsoye Oyinlola never saw eye-
to-eye with his successor, Rauf Aregbesola. 
Now, they belong to the same political party, 
the All Progressives Congress (APC), at the 
expense of a Senior Advocate of Nigeria 
(SAN), Kunle Kalejaye, who was disbarred 
from practising as a lawyer by the Legal 
Practitioners Disciplinary Committee for 
professional misconduct by engaging in 
“confidential, private and confidential tele-
phone conversation” with the Chairman 
of the Osun State Governorship Election 
Petitions Tribunal, Justice Thomas Naron, 
without the knowledge of the other party.

Political commentators say the fence-
mending between the Executive and the 
Legislature also depicts the fact that there 
are no permanent friends or enemies in 
politics but permanent interests. They 
buttress their argument with the recent 
visits of Senate President Bukola Saraki to 
President Muhammadu Buhari. Specifically, 
both leaders met in the Presidential Villa 
three times within a week. 

It would be recalled that Buhari had 
subtly expressed displeasure over the June 
9, 2015 emergence of Saraki and Ike Ekwer-
emadu as Senate President and Deputy 
Senate President respectively, insisting that 
the wishes of the ruling APC that Ahmad 
Lawan was the preferred candidate for the 
position of Senate President be obeyed.

Perhaps, with 2019 around the corner 
and with political associates like former 
President Olusegun Obasanjo, former vice-
president Atiku Abubakar, former Lagos 
State governor, Bola Tinubu, suddenly 
becoming ‘political enemies’, the Presidency 
and the ruling APC may have realised that 
there is the urgent need to soft-pedal and 
convert political enemies like Saraki into 
political friends.

Moves to reconcile with the Senate Presi-
dent commenced last month with the visit 
of the Chairman, APC Governors’ Forum 
and Imo State Governor, Rochas Okorocha 
to the Senate President where he admitted 
that the party had not managed its electoral 
victory well.

Okorocha had expressed worries over 
the cold war among the executive arm of 
government, the National Assembly and 
the ruling party.

The Imo State governor who said his 
visit to the Senate was belated, added that, 
“Nonetheless, it is never late to make amend 
where possible... Nigerians expect so much 
from us but we seem to be in crisis with 
ourselves; not crisis made by the opposition 
parties but crisis created by ourselves for 
ourselves and which has kept us in total 
difficult position that we are not making 
the headway we need to make as a party.

“One wonders then what went wrong. 
Where did we get it wrong? And after these 
troubles and after the much hope we have 
given to Nigerians, we still cannot work 
together as a party, as a family. And I notice 
particularly that there is so much bitterness 
in the system – from the party, from the 
legislature, from the executive, from the 
governors – and it seems to me like there is 
no more platform for us to chant those old 
songs, which we used to sing in the days 
of struggle for change. One wonders, was 
this what we were asking for or was this 
the change we were asking for? I think 
Nigerians expect so much from us and at 
the end of it all.

“Nigerians will not ask us, how many 

of each other we have been able to destroy 
or how many we have been able to bring 
down. But they will ask us how many plates 
of food have we put on the table of the com-
mon man who elected us”.

John Odigie-Oyegun, national chairman 
of the ruling party also admitted that the 
first step taken by the party in the field of 
governance was a wrong one, saying that 
such has continued to haunt it.

Apparently referring to the opposition 
the party mounted against the emergence 
of Saraki as the Senate President, Odigie-
Oyegun stated that inability to correct the 
mistake the party made has made gover-
nance very difficult for it.

He admitted also that the crisis within 

the party was responsible for the myriads 
of problems the nation is going through.

The APC national chairman ate the 
humble pie while playing host to the Senate 
President, who paid a courtesy call on him 
for the first time since he assumed leader-
ship of the Senate over a year ago.

The peace moves explain why in recent 
times the upper legislative chamber has 
given expeditious screening and confirma-
tion of the nominees of President Buhari, 
which include Supreme Court Justices; 
Commissioners of the National Population 
Commission; Managing Director, Nigeria 
Deposit Insurance Corporation (NDIC); 
Commissioners of the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC), Governing 
Board members of the Nigeria Communi-
cation Commission (NCC); Chairmen and 
members of the Niger Delta Development 
Commission (NDDC); Commissioner of 
National Population Commission (NPC), 
amongst others.

Morever, the 2016 budgets of the follow-
ing federal agencies have been considered. 
They include: the budgets of the Federal 
Inland Revenue Service (FIRS), earlier re-
jected by the upper chamber; Nigerian 
Shippers Council, Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN), Nigerian Deposit Insurance Corpora-
tion (NDIC), National Maritime Authority; 
Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), Securities 
and Exchange Commission (SEC), National 
Environmental Standards and Regulations 
Enforcement Agency, National Business 
and Technical Education Board and Na-
tional Agency for Science and Engineering 
Infrastructure.

Others are: Nigerian Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation (NTDC), National Broad-
casting Commission (NBC), News Agency of 
Nigeria (NAN), Federal Radio Corporation 
of Nigeria (FRCN) Nigerian Television Au-
thority (NTA), Raw Material Research and 
Development Council, National Agency for 
Food and Drug Administration and Control 
(NAFDAC), Nigeria Immigration Service 
(NIS), National Insurance Commission, 
Federal Housing Authority and Federal 
Mortgage Bank.

Some observers say the approval of the 
budgets by the Senate, having being delayed 
in the legislative body for over five months, 
is an indication that the Parliament may 
have become a rubber stamp to the present 
administration.

However, Saraki debunked this asser-
tion, insisting that the upper legislative 
chamber would not play the role of rubber-
stamping the decisions of the executive arm 
of government. He stated this last week 
when he hosted a civil society organisation, 
Centre for Social Justice, in Abuja.

But a highly placed source in the Na-
tional Assembly informed BDSUNDAY that 
Senate’s rejection of Ibrahim Magu as chair-
man of the Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC), should send a warning 
signal to the Buhari administration and the 
APC leadership that it is not yet uhuru.

“It will be foolhardy for the Presidency 
to believe it will get 100 percent loyalty 
from the lawmakers. The legislature is not 
the state houses of assembly where the 
governors intimidate the lawmakers to do 
their bidding. Here, you need serious horse-
trading and lobbying to get what you want.

“As we all observe, even the trial of Saraki 
at the Code of Conduct Tribunal for corrup-
tion has lost its steam. The truth of the mat-
ter is that the Senate President has gained 
lost grounds and the hunger and hardship 
in the land has made Nigerians lose faith in 
the present administration.

“In the long run, Nigerians are interested 
in how food will get to their table and not 
how many politicians are jailed on grounds 
of corruption,” the source who has been 
in the National Assembly since 1999 told 
BDSUNDAY.

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

President Buhari

Bukola Saraki
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NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

Wuruwuru elections: A return to 
the Iwu era?
…As controversy still trails Rivers’ bloody rerun

T
he poor outing of the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) since the coming of Mah-
mood Yakubu as its chairman 
reminds one of the Maurice Iwu 

days when many believed that the electoral 
umpire sold itself to some elite that deter-
mined the outcomes of elections.

Just like the days of Iwu as INEC chairman 
when critics believed that elections were nei-
ther free nor fair, and even the late President 
Umaru Musa Yar’Adua acknowledged that 
the 2007 presidential election (supervised by 
Iwu) that brought him to power was not cred-
ible, every election conducted by Yakubu’s 
INEC so far has been mired in controversy. 
From Kogi to Bayelsa to Edo to Ondo to Riv-
ers, the story has been much the same, with 
one word trailing virtually all the elections 
– INCONCLUSIVE!

It was so in Kogi and Bayelsa States. In 
Edo, the governorship election first suffered 
postponement before it was eventually held, 
fuelling suspicion that the eventual outcome 
of the election was predetermined. The con-
troversy that surrounded the recent gover-
norship election in Ondo State is yet to abate, 
while the heightened tension in Rivers State 
over re-run of National and State Assembly 
elections is still hanging over the state like a 
heavy cloud.

In the Rivers re-run election, despite de-
ployment of thousands of security agents, 
high level of violence was recorded resulting 
in casualties.

According to police report, Alkali Mo-
hamed, deputy superintendent of Police 
(DSP), Mobile Unit 48, and his orderly were 
killed by hoodlums in Ujju village, near 
Omoku, and beheaded; police vehicle convey-
ing them and weapons were snatched.

The report also states that three policemen 
escaped, while five others went missing in 
Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni Local Government 
Area (ONELGA), where Felix Obuah, chair-
man of Rivers State PDP, hails from.

Meanwhile, the two major parties in the 
state, PDP and APC, have continued to allege 
massive irregularities in the polls, bringing 
to the front burner the question of INEC’s 
independence in the Yakubu dispensation.

Earlier, Governor Nyesom Wike accused 
the police and army officers of killing three 
PDP members (two in Bodo-Ogoni in Gokana 
Local Government and one in Tai-Ogoni Local 
Government Areas, respectively); and that 
the security agents assisted APC members 
to hijack electoral materials.

In a statement issued in Abuja, Dayo Ad-
eyeye, the PDP national publicity secretary, 
claimed that the party was in possession of 
all the results as announced at the polling 
units and that it was clear the PDP had won. 
He rejected the declaration of Magnus Abe 
as the winner of Rivers South East Senato-
rial District because “no election was held 
in the area”.

But countering, Dakuku Peterside, direc-
tor general, Nigerian Maritime Adminis-
tration and Safety Agency (NIMASA) and 
Wike’s opponent in the 2015 election, told 
journalists at the APC secretariat in Port 
Harcourt that INEC announced the results 
without including the one from Emohua Lo-
cal Government Area and that the results had 
also not been completely compiled in Etche 
Local Government Area before Sekibo was 
declared winner. 

Analysts’ views
Balanle Asimolowo, an Abuja-based 

Mahmood Yakubu

Maurice Iwu

political commentator, told BDSUNDAY 
that the elections conducted under Maurice 
Iwu were overturned by tribunals because 
the erstwhile INEC chairman refused to be 
intimidated by politicians who wanted him 
to sway election outcome in their favour and 
that he received countless death threats for 
refusing to bow to the powers that be.

According to her, Nigerians are witness-
ing inconclusive elections under Mahmood 
Yakubu because the former secretary of the 
Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETF) is afraid 
of political gladiators, particularly within the 
ruling APC, hence he is cautious not to take 
decision that would put his life in danger.

“Iwu’s idea was ‘don’t expect favour from 
me. I will announce result based on what is 
available before me; you cannot intimidate 
me to announce contrary result in your fa-
vour. If you have issues with the result go to 
the tribunal and sort it out’. Iwu even received 
death threats for not announcing result in 
favour of powerful politicians; and Mahmood 
may be facing similar challenges right now. 
It is a difficult thing to be INEC chairman in 
Nigeria,” she said.     

“Our system is the problem. I would have 
also supported the establishment of an Elec-

toral Offences Commission like several Nige-
rians but the same system that is impairing 
the EFCC would still affect it. We need to start 
respecting our values as a people; we should 
stop celebrating people who became rich 
by stealing our collective wealth. We must 
also stop joking with serious matters. Until 
we begin to build institutions and not strong 
men, we will continue to have problems 
with elections in the country. It is not about 
Mahmood,” she further said.

Following the ugly development in the 
re-run election in Rivers, Ebenezer Babatope, 
a chieftain of the PDP, described President 
Muhammadu Buhari as a specialist in elec-
tion rigging who will be on the negative side 
of history.

While scoring INEC under Yakubu very 
low, Babatope told BDSUNDAY that the 
results of Kogi, Edo and Ondo States gover-
norship elections show clearly that President 
Buhari is comfortably in charge of the com-
mission and that he would not stop at any-
thing till he makes Nigeria a one party-state.

“That Buhari is using INEC to rig election 
is clear to all, unless those who prefer to turn 
their eyes the other way for personal political 
consideration. We know how the Edo and 

Ondo governorship elections were rigged. 
The President is rigging election comfortably 
unchallenged,” he said.

“But I have bad news for the President: 
election riggers always suffer in the long run; 
go and check the history of leaders who spe-
cialise in election rigging, they usually end on 
the wrong side of history. Let him continue to 
use security agents and INEC to rig elections 
because opposition parties are helpless; but 
history will judge him,” he said.   

But Jumoke Anifowoshe, daughter of 
the late Adekunle Ajasin, the first civilian 
governor of old Ondo State and former state 
chairman of the defunct Action Congress 
of Nigeria (ACN), disputed the position, say-
ing that there was no evidence supporting 
the claims in some quarters that President 
Buhari has been rigging elections since he 
assumed office.

“We still have the police and other secu-
rity agents to thank for how the Rivers’ elec-
tion went; because prediction was worse than 
what we eventually witnessed. INEC should 
be given maximum support by Nigerians. I 
don’t believe in the view that the presidency 
is influencing INEC because if that is true, the 
PDP would not have been able to win as it did 
in the Rivers’ re-run,” she told BDSUNDAY.

According to her, the Rivers’ re-run elec-
tion would have been bloodier if thousands 
of security operatives had not been deployed 
there, arguing that the FG must devise a 
means to punish anyone involved in electoral 
violence and malpractices, no matter how 
highly placed in society.

Exonerating INEC from Nigeria’s current 
political violence while laying the blame on 
politicians’ doorstep, she said the peaceful 
conduct of the recent Ondo State gubernato-
rial election, which saw the emergence of 
Rotimi Akeredolu of the APC, proved that the 
umpire was not to be blamed for the despera-
tion of politicians.

“INEC is trying as far as I am concerned. 
But I am more concerned for the innocent 
people who lose their lives after politicians 
would have incited them to cause violence. 
When two elephants fight, it is the grass that 
will suffer. But the electorates who are the 
grass should tell politicians that the grass is 
no longer green enough to withstand their 
fight. They should not fight because of any 
politician,” she said.

“The work of election tribunal should 
include trying and punishing politicians and 
their followers who commit electoral of-
fences, doing so will bring sanity to Nigeria’s 
electoral culture. But INEC is trying its best,” 
she said.

Abubakar Momoh, a professor at the La-
gos State University (LASU), told BDSUNDAY 
that unless the FG urgently establishes an 
Election Offences Commission (EOC), where 
offenders can be tried as recommend in the 
Justice Muhammadu Uwais’ report, Nigerian 
politicians will continue to be bloody in their 
quest for political relevance.

The Justice Uwais’ report recommended 
that special prosecutorial body to be known 
as Electoral Offences Commission should be 
established to work independently in the 
arraignment and prosecution of electoral 
offenders. This will include offences arising 
from failings of INEC before, during and after 
voting day.

“From Kogi to Bayelsa; from Edo to Ondo; 
and now Rivers State, it is evident that we 
have not matured in our democratic process; 
as we kept going round the circle of imma-
turity in our electoral development; and the 
reason why we are where we are is because 
politicians know that they can get away with 
electoral offences and until we address this, 
we will remain like this,” he said.
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addressed the girls, telling 
them they will be paid in 
two days. after you present-
ed the budget and returned 
to the Villa, Kyari told us 
you had directed that the 
girls be paid that day.

Did you have to wait that 
long to sort this out or you 
didn’t really know the girls 
were still owed? i have no 
idea. ok let me drop this.

on the other hand, while 
Kaduna State governor na-
sir El-rufai and the Minis-
ter of budget and national 
Planning Udoma Udoma 
were busy acting a drama on 
who to blame for nigeria’s 
current economic woes, 
the country’s inflation rate 
was jumping to a record 18.5 
percent.

Udoma, who was re-
sponding to a question on 
the rate of poverty in the 
country, kept trying to as-
sert that the buhari admin-
istration was not to blame 
for nigeria’s problem, then 
he said: “We did not save”, 
El-rufai intercepted and 
said no “not we, say they 
did not save”. We (report-
ers) obviously not wanting 
to continue listening to the 
blame game joined in the 
chorus one time, saying “the 
governors refused to save” 
in a bid to pass the message 
that these set of governors 
better be wise and save. 

governors still char-
ter private jets in these 
hard times yet they expect 
nigerians to believe that 
there is recession. at the 
national Economic coun-
cil meeting the governors 
were advised to cut down 
on excessive convoys, and 
even the way they dress. 
interesting right?

the 2017 budget was 
submitted last week, does 
that make us smile? i know 
that thought, “how does 
that affect me? relax. i 
know things are hard and 
yes we are all struggling but 
it’s just that i am hoping that 
this time around nothing 
goes wrong although i can 
say it will be an interesting 
ride given that the MtEF is 
yet to be approved.”

begging for the constitu-
tion of boards of parastatals 
of government agencies 
among other things.

i think i am ranting too 
much without hitting or 
telling you the crux of the 
matter. it is deliberate. You 
see, the Super Falcons is-
sue and that of your Sports 
Minister, Solomon Dalung, 
and now a principal staff, 
the Secretary to the gov-
ernment of the Federation 
babachir lawal, is smearing 
our image as a country and 
questioning the  credibility 
of your anti-graft war and 
you seem to turn a blind eye.

ok, in fairness, i hear you 
are still investigating.

is it right to believe that 
you had no idea what was 
going on with the Super 
Falcons until they decided 
to take to the streets and 
head to aso rock and the 
national assembly on a day 
you were to present the

2017 spending plan to 
the lawmakers? is it right 
to conclude that you gave 
Mr. Dalung a pat on the back 
and let him continue like 
business as usual?

these girls clinched their 
eight women’s african cup 
of nations title, defeating a 
fierce rival cameroon that 
hosted the tournament.

ironically, the losing fi-
nalists were celebrated in 
their country while the re-
cord holders still scrounged 
the streets seeking to get 
what is rightfully theirs. 
their allowances and en-
titlements.

Excuse us for being in 
a recession but i think it is 
high time the changE you 
promised blows through 
the sports sector. For as 
long as i can remember, 
nigerian teams have always 
had issues mostly relating 
to pay. coaches and play-
ers are owed allowances. 
Something needs to be done 
to save the country the 
constant embarrassment 
from this sector or don’t you 
agree? For now we know 
Dalung is helpless and can’t 
help you there. in my view 
he should been removed 
like yesterday.

Watching the embar-
rassing show at the entrance 
of the Villa, your chief of 
Staff, abba Kyari who had 
just returned from his medi-
cal vacation stopped and 

E
vents from the past 
week have raised 
pertinent questions 
in my mind as to 

how President Muham-
madu buhari gets informed 
about what’s going on in 
the polity.

Does he really get briefed 
about what goes on in vari-
ous quarters and pretend 
not to be aware or is he 
genuinely unaware of mat-
ters that may actually cast 
aspersion on his adminis-
tration?

i wonder. Does Mr. Presi-
dent really care what nige-
rians think? Does he still 
care for things like integrity 
and trust? or basically, is he

just too burdened with 
getting the country out of 
its current economic down-
turn to listen to beer-par-
lour “gist”? Well, i can relate. 
Perhaps not.

i just expect that every 
morning or at some par-
ticular point in your day, 
you will receive briefings 
from those assigned to do so. 
aptly put, as the President 
and “oga at the top” you 
should know or at most be 
abreast with happenings in 
the country you lead. that’s 
part of being the President, 
yes?

Funny thing is you have 
employed a retinue of staff 
to watch your back on all 
fronts. Since nigeria has 
joined the rest of the world 
to be internet savvy, a lot 
of things are posted out 
there. Some are even tagged 
to your page hoping you 
see them. there are those 
whose job it is to monitor 
news and some sit as attack 
dogs waiting for anything 
negative on you online. isn’t 
it rather funny that they 
do not report back? i don’t 
ask that you pay attention 
to every vituperation by 
nigerians, i just expect that 
when something threatens 
to spoil the hard work you 
put in, you shouldn’t even 
sleep on it.

all this grammar i am 
spinning out today is out 
of exasperation at recent 
happenings and your lack 
of action or seeming lack of 
action towards them. ok, so 
i am aware that you have 
also refused to act on a lot 
of matters lately, which will 
actually explain why after 
over a year now we are still 

Who will tell Mr 
President some 
hard truths?

Tough times await APC governors as NASS 
is bent on financial autonomy for LGs 

t
h o u s a n d s  o f 
supporters of 
the opposition 
party in rivers 

State, the all Progres-
sives congress (aPc) Fri-
day morning marched 
through Port harcourt’s 
main artery, aba road, 
in a protest that literally 
shut down the rivers’ 
oil hub capital.

as early as 9.00 am, 
the protesters number-
ing several thousands 
marched through aba 
road, beginning at isaac 
boro Park, just behind 
the government house, 
Port harcourt, before 
converging at the state 
office of the indepen-
dent national Electoral 
commission (inEc), Port 

harcourt.
the protests are com-

ing only a day after gov-
ernor nyesom Wike led 
some pro-PDP support-
ers, including his deputy, 
ipalibo banigo-harry, 
assembly Speaker, and 
other members of his 
cabinet, to protest what 
he described as security 
agencies’ alleged med-
dling and aiding of aPc 
to win seats in the De-
cember 10 rivers rerun 
election.

these days, protests 
by supporters of the two 
major political parties 
in the state have be-
come the new manner 
of approaching post-
election environment 
in the state. While the 
ruling party, the PDP, re-
fused to concede defeat 

in constituencies won 
by the opposition aPc, 
the latter would rather 
choose to disparage the 
former’s clear victory. 
While all these political 
tantrums are unleash-
ing, the state’s economy 
is receiving the bashing, 
while the threats to sta-
bility are clearly hurting 
inbound investments 
to the oil-rich state. in 
recent weeks, the Port 
harcourt chamber of 
commerce, industry, 
Mines and agriculture 
(PhcciMa) has been 
advocating reviving 
the Port harcourt Port 
through returning to 
the once booming sea-
port.

according to him, the 
28,000 regular Police-
men; 5,000 Special anti-
robbery Squad (SarS) 
personnel; 20,000 sol-
diers of the nigerian 
army; 5,000 men from 
the nigerian navy and 
nigerian air Forc e 
(naF); 20,000 civil De-
fence corps personnel; 
15,000 other personnel 
from sundry para-mil-
itary agencies, spewed 
deaths, intimidation 
and electoral theft, in 
what was called federal 
might, to the disregard 
for democratic norms.

aPc supporters shut down Port 
harcourt, in counter protests

M
any gov-
e r n o r s  
m a y 
need to 
b a t t l e 

with new financial rule 
which the ongoing re-
view of 1999 constitu-
tion intends to ratify 
when ad-hoc com-
mittee of national as-
sembly completes its re-
view of the constitution, 
bringing about the much 
needed financial and ad-
ministrative autonomy 
for local government 
councils. 

according to leo 
ogor, Minority leader, 
Federal house of repre-
sentatives, the move be-
came imperative follow-
ing constant clamour 
and complaints from the 
administrators and po-
litical office holders in all 
the legally-recognised 
774 local government 
areas across the 36 states 
and federal capital terri-
tory, abuja. 

he also declared that 
quite a large number of 
governors are not ready 
to do away with undue 
overbearing influence 
and control over funds 
meant for local govern-
ment councils as well as 
allowing the indepen-
dent national Electoral 
commission (inEc) to 
conduct elections into lo-
cal government councils. 

he noted that al-
though there had been 
attempts in the past by 
the lawmakers to re-
view the constitution 
against joint projects 
finance and funds dis-
tribution from Federa-
tion accounts directly 
to local government in 
the past, which did not 
materialise, he assured 
nigerians that national 
assembly would en-
sure that such was 
achieved in the present 
struggle. 

he said: “We have 
started early, we are 
aware that there are 
challenges in the review 
of the present day con-

stitution and we are all 
hopeful that, it is better 
to do something than to 
leave it undone. 

“So, we believe and 
we are convinced be-
yond reasonable doubt 
that this amendment 
will scale through be-
cause we are mindful of 
the fact that we started 
early and we are almost 
at the conclusion stage 
where the State house 
of assembly would be 
involved in the whole 
amendment of the con-
stitution.” 

corroborating the po-
sition of national assem-
bly at the just concluded 
retreat held on the 1999 
constitution review 
in abeokuta, the ogun 
State capital, tagged ‘res-
olutions of the Special 
ad-hoc committee on 
the review of the con-
stitution of the Federal 
republic of nigeria, 1999 
(as amended),’ claims to 
give financial and ad-
ministrative autonomy 
to local government 
councils. 
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T
he state government re-
cently called for a refund 
of N22.8 billion from the 
Fe d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t ; 
what actually happened?

We spent it to maintain the fed-
eral roads. It is a lot of money; if a 
state has that money like we did 
and we spent it to maintain federal 
roads, certainly you find out that 
there are other sectors that must 
have actually suffered. We have 
s e c t o r s  l i ke  e d u c at i o n ,  H e a l t h , 
culture and tourism that needs the 
government attention, especially 
now that we have economic melt-
down in the country. I must tell you 
that it is not easy because given the 
heavy weight we are carrying, it 
is certainly affecting most of our 
plans. 2016 is winding down, we 
have a budget and of course the 
effect is very clear and that is why 
we are trying to cut the much we 
can chew, then still meet the aspi-
ration of our people by ensuring 
that even though we are carrying 
the heavy load, debt of that nature 
that  we are exp e cting a  refund 
from federal government, we have 
to live so that we will be able to 
know when this payment will be 
made that is why the state govern-
ment under the able leadership of 
his Excellency Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi, 
is seeking a refund. We are lucky 
to have the governor. 

I do not know what it would have 
been if not him, probably because of 
his background he was able to find 
a way to make sure that everybody 
smiles at the end of the month, be-
cause we know that God willing, 
this payment would be made. It is 
affecting our activities, we have a 
lot of dreams especially his Excel-
lency, we are trying but we could 
have done much better than what 
we are doing at the moment. We are 
hoping that it will come and when 
it comes people will see. 

How is the government looking 
at the issue of development in the 
entire state and the challenges of 
uncompleted projects?

Well, development like you said, 
recently we flagged off so many 
roads mainly in the rural areas; 
in short  every part  of  the lo cal 
government experienced that flag 
off. It was an unprecedented kind 
of approach in the c onstruction 
works, flagging off that number of 
projects all across 17 local govern-
ments of the state. The immediate 
effect of that is that we are opening 
up in such areas for development, 

I  re m e mb e r  a  re m a r k  I  m a d e 
in my area. I am from Aninri, the 
road, by the time it will be com-
pleted, they have some farm lands 
around that place, by the time you 
harvest and bring it out you find 
out that the buyers will be waiting 
along the road, so it has created a 

situation that will motivate you to 
produce more. It has reduced the 
past experience where there was 
no road to bring buyers. 

So, the road projects now will 
t r i g g e r  d e ve l o p m e n t  a n d  m a ke 
p e ople  fe el  that  they b elong in 
the state. The era has gone when 
development is centered only in 
the city where you have the state 
capital ,  where p e ople  c ome o c-
casionally to s e e ele ctricity and 
what have you, this time around 
the roads get down there we talk 
about migration, we are trying to 
reduce it, those things you think 
you are going out there to get can 
be seen right in front of your house 
then what are you going out there 
to look for again.

 We are doing our best to ensure 
that it is done. The approach is that 

we are handling these jobs in a very 
unique way that any one we start 
we complete. That now tells you 
that we may not have as it is used 
to be uncompleted projects, some 
of the unc omplete d proje cts we 
met when we came in, of course, 
we started them and we have com-
pleted most of them. 

We have Airp ort roundab out, 
Orie Emene it was an ongoing proj-
ect, Nofia Street at Independence 
Layout,  B ishop Eneje Stre et,  we 
completed them, a good number 
of them, including the secretariat 
that has been fully occupied, A and 
B it is fully occupied now it was an 
ongoing project we completed it. 

The only thing we do because 
of scarcity of fund generally in the 
country, what we do is to prioritise 
our approach to some of these things; 

the approach of the governor is so 
open. Of course, you know people’s 
governor he will put it before every 
other person and then it will be 
agreed on that these are the projects 
that will touch the lives of people 
and impact more positively; such 
projects will be addressed; that is the 
approach, but I must tell you that the 
scarcity of fund is affecting every 
sector. 

We are being praised yes because 
we are about the best, where many 
states can’t even pay their workers 
we do that, not that we have surplus 
it is only about planning, not that we 
just pay salaries and fold our hands, 
we still execute some projects. I have 
just told you we flagged off 35 rural 
roads excluding electricity because 
we still have some electricity projects 
we also flagged off just last week. We 
have to continue to thank God for all 
his support and the encouragement 
we are getting from the good people 
of Enugu State.

Over the ye ars ,  pe ople  have 
playe d pol i t ics  with  Oj i -River 
road, Mmaku and Mgbowo have 
become disconnected, the road is 
affecting the economy of the peo-
ple who are mainly farmers and 
traders; what effort is the state 
making to help out these commu-
nities since you have started doing 
some federal roads? Again, your 
plans to complete 9th Mile bypass 
for easy movement this yuletide?

The first one is Oji-River- Achi-
Awgu road,  very quickly I  wil l 
tell you that it is a federal road, 
s e c ondly we have a c ontract on 
it, that particular road I think the 
contractor is Master Holdings that 
is handling that section. That par-
ticular road extends to Akeze, it is 
not stopping at Awgu, only that it 
is divided into two sections from 
Awgu to Akeze then from Oji to 
Awgu; Section one is from Oji to 
Awgu while section two is from 
Awgu to Akeze, that section two 
has been completed, but for what-
ever reason I am not in the position 
to know why section one has not 
b e en c omplete d,  it  is  a  c onc ern 
to every one of us,  but re c ently 
when I passed through that side I 
saw some fresh jobs going on there 
which means that it is either he is 
back or there is an understanding. 
So we are hopeful something will 
be done. 

One thing that is clear is that 
you don’t enter any of these roads 
where you have contractor without 
express permission, according to 
the law of contract, since we are 
very much aware that there is a 
contractor on it we cannot rush 
into it. Not because we are doing 
federal roads we just pick up all 
the federal roads and start doing, 
it has to be done for a reason. And 
then the same thing applies to that 
of 9th mile.

Politics
Despite recession, Enugu delivering on road 
projects, workers’ salaries - Commissioner
Patrick Ikpenwa, commissioner for works, Enugu State, in this interview with REGIS ANUKWUOJI, lists the achievements 
of his ministry so far, commending the state governor and why the state is seriously demanding a refund of N22.8 billion 
from the Federal Government. Excerpts:
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T
he drama at the Federal 
C apital  Territory (FCT) 
High Court last Tuesday 
w a s  a s  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s 

it was informing. A man and his 
wife, highly placed citizens of this 
country, Justice Adeniyi Ademola 
and Olabowale Toluwalope covered 
their faces in shame to avoid cam-
eras. Come to think of it, how is it 
that such important personalities 
who previously enjoyed newspa-
per headlines and posed severally 
for photo opportunities, are now 
shying away from the cameras? 
They remind me of Adam and Eve 

W
hile Magnus Abe is busy 
savouring the joy of his 
victory at the recent re-
run elections in Rivers 

State, having been returned winner 
as Senator-elect for Rivers South-East 
senatorial district, his kinsmen are say-
ing the election was a sham. 

While Abe was in church for a 
thanksgiving service in Bera area of 
Gokana Local Government Area of the 
state, praising God for a victory that 
did not come on a platter of gold, some 
youths in his zone under the aegis of 
Ogoni Youth Movement (OYM) were 
staging a protest, telling everybody 
who cared to listen that there was no 
election in the senatorial zone. One 
would have thought that all Ogoni 
people would be happy for Abe of the 
All Progressives Congress (APC). 

Does it mean the people have for-
gotten so soon the flag off of the Ogoni 
cleanup by the APC government at the 
centre? W

hy would they choose to be against 
APC at this point in time? Some ana-
lysts have said that Abe’s victory had 
to do with the Federal Government’s 

They covered their faces in shame

Bad losers in Africa

A number of political leaders across 
the continent of Africa surely de-
serve psychiatric tests to ascertain 

their mental health condition. When a 
president for instance, who has ruled 
his country for over 20 years is refusing 
to accept defeat after a duly conducted 
election, or when another who has been 

Magnus Abe and the enemy within

Football House and the Falcons

I thought Boko Haram has been contained?

A few months ago, government 
rolled out the drums in celebra-
tion of the released 21 Chibok 

girls who had been in Boko Haram 
captivity with over 200 other young 
women.  The lucky girls were paraded 
before the cameras and government 
officials in Abuja had photo opportu-
nities with them. 

The release was reportedly a result 
of a deal between the Federal Gov-
ernment and the Islamist sect. It is 
however, sad to note that between the 
time the girls were released and now, 
over 21 people have been brutally 
massacred by the same Boko Haram, 
which appears to question the basis 

for the deal in the first place. In the 
last three months, Boko Haram has 
continued to unleash terror in some 
parts of the North East. Just last 
week, a popular market in Adamawa 
State was hit, leaving several casual-
ties; they also hit another target in 
Borno State. 

Apart from the civilians that are 
being killed in the senseless attacks, 
the Nigerian Army says about four 
lieutenant colonels had been killed 
in the last two months. An undis-
closed number of other categories 
of ranks of soldiers have also lost 
their lives. 

Just last Monday, the Army an-
nounced the killing of one officer, 
Lt-Col O. Umusu, who was a com-
manding offic er  118 Task Forc e 
Battalion in Borno State. He was 
killed alongside his security details 
through an Improvised Explosive 
Device (IED), in an ambush. 

Now, my concern is that despite 
the onslaught against Boko Haram, 
the number of casualties has contin-
ued to increase. While the proposed 
North East Development Commission 
is laudable, government must ensure 
that the enemies are permanently 
put to rout so that the reconstruction 
of the zone would not be an effort in 
futility, after all.

in the Garden of Eden, who after 
they fell from grace began to hide 
themselves from God. 

Before they ate the forbidden 
f r u i t ,  A d a m  a n d  h i s  w i f e ,  E ve , 
were us e d to c ommuning fre ely 
with God. Justice Ademola, who 
had do cke d many criminals and 
allowed their photographs to be 
splashe d all  over the plac e,  was 
playing the O strich (hiding his 
face- not in the sand now, but in his 
hand) to avoid the photo journalists 
do their legitimate work. 

A m o n g  o t h e r  n u m e r o u s  a l -
legations,  the man and his wife 
received a car worth N8.5million 
as gratification from a Senior Advo-
cate of Nigeria, Joe Agi, as well as 
having in his (Ademola) possession, 
two rifles that were not validly 
registered. They were also accused 
of  transferring N85mil l ion and 
N90million, totalling N175million, 
to Franco Dan Parker on February 
24,  2014.  For thes e allege d sins 
against God and humanity, Ade-
mola used his left hand to shield 
his face, while the wife considered 
her big handset as an “olive branch” 
to cover her ‘nakedness’ as in the 
case of Eve.

Whenever a man and woman goes 
into a brawl, judgment is always 
in the latter’s favour. So, it is advis-

able never to broach a woman’s trouble be-
cause those who will sit at the judgment seat 
will always say the woman must have been 
ill-treated because she is a “weaker vessel”. 

This is a crystal truth the Ministry of 
Youth and Sports and the Nigeria Football 
Federation (NFF) have neglected to their 
own shame. For years, sports men and 
women have been having tale of woes in 
the hands of sports ministry and NFF. Many 
football stars that made Nigeria proud have 
died while waiting for the fulfillment of tons 
of ejaculatory promises made during match-

es. But it appears that this time around, the 
young women involved are smarter than 
government officials who, as usual, issued 
mountains of promises to psyche up the 
Falcons before their critical matches. 

For over 10 days after they returned 
from their conquest of Africa in Cameroun 
and made Nigeria proud, the young women 
refused to check out from their hotel rooms 
over unpaid salaries, allowances and other 
unredeemed promises. 

We heard that it was not just promises 
made in the course of recent outing, they 

in office since the 80s is still thinking of 
contesting another election in 2018, then 
something should be wrong with their 
mental faculties. 

The Gambian President, Yahaya Jam-
meh, was roundly trounced in a recent 
presidential election by an opposition 
candidate, Adama Barrow, and he refused 
to accept the result. Jammeh was said to 
have initially conceded defeat to Barrow, 
but changed his mind. He moved the secu-
rity forces to take over the headquarters 
of the electoral commission, and they 
refused to allow the staff of the commis-
sion entry into their offices to carry out 
their legitimate duties. 

Jammeh has spent 22 years as presi-
dent and still wants to sit-tight. But the 
matter is so hot that some African leaders, 
including our own dear president, had to 
visit Jammeh to appeal to his conscience. 

No matter how great Yammeh may 
have performed as a president, he should 
exit honourably. Having spent 22 years 
in power, it is more than enough for him 
to have done everything and anything 
he believes he should do for the country. 
Anything he has not done up till now, he 
is not likely to do again. Talk of diminish-
ing returns!

moves in Ogoni and that the people 
saw the election as an opportunity to 
say “Thank” you to APC. But how come 
we are hearing some dissenting voices 
from the Saro-Wiwa domain? Well, it 
is not surprising, didn’t Jesus Christ say 
that a man’s greatest enemies would be 
they of his household, and we are see-
ing it with our naked eyes.

were piles of pledges from the Olympic 
qualifiers to the All African Games and 
now the African Women Championship. 
The Falcons have remained put in Abuja, 
carrying out their protest. They sing “soli, 
soli” song, bearing placards with various 
inscriptions and appealing to the conscience 
of their fathers and grand-fathers in govern-
ment to please be man enough to honour 
their words. This is terrible in a land where 
people cart away billions of naira for doing 
nothing; those who try to sandpaper the 
image of their fatherland are being treated 
with ignominy. Too bad!
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F
e d e r a l  a n d 
s t a t e  l e g i s -
lators  go on 
r e c e s s  e v -
ery now and 

then.  The president 
and governors go on 
vacation sometimes. 
Civil servants and pri-
vate sector workers go 
on leave at least once 
in a year. MMM too 
has gone on re c ess . 
At least, that’s what 
Sergei  Mavro di  and 
his acolytes have said. 
We believe them.

So,  no one should 
spread negativism – 
unless  you want to 
see more mad people 
on the streets or an 
increas e in cas es of 
suicide, cardiac arrest, 
hypertension, etc. Of 
c ours e,  the circular 
signed by “Adminis-
tration” and sent to all 
confirmed Mavros is 
crystal clear:

“Dear members! As 
usual, in the New Year 
season the system is 

No, MMM hasn’t crashed; it’s on recess
exp eriencing heavy 
workload. Moreover, 
it has to deal with the 
constant frenzy pro-
voked by the authori-
ties in the mass media.

“The things are still 
going well; the partici-
pants feel calm; every-
one gets paid – as you 
can see, there haven’t 
been any payment de-
lays or other problems 
yet – but!... It is better 
to avoid taking risk.”

It is on this basis, 
says the circular, that 
all confirmed Mavro 
will  b e frozen for a 
month, for the “evi-
dent” reason that “we 
need to prevent any 
problems during the 
New Year season, and 
t h e n ,  w h e n  e ve r y -
thing calms down, this 
measure will be can-
celled”.

M av ro d i  a n d  h i s 
a c o l y t e s  h ave  s p o -
ken,  who are we to 
doubt? Those beating 
their chest and saying, 

CHUKS OLUIGBO
Panorama

with

chuks.oluigbo@businessdayonline.com (07031029998)

“Thank God I didn’t do 
MMM” or “Yes,  Go d 
don catch them” are 
“ b a d  b e l l e ”  p e o p l e . 
And if you are a par-
ticipant and all you 
can say now is, “Thank 
God I recovered all my 
money and made mul-
tiples of gain. If the 
thing wants to crash, 
let it crash”, you are 
not a good “somebody” 
too. You are just like 
that man who blew up 
a bridge after crossing 
over s o that  others 
w o u l d  d ro w n .  Y o u 
are jumping up that 
you didn’t lose money, 
shebi you lured oth-
ers into it and earned 
10 percent bonus on 
their pledges, and now 
they have PH-ed and 
can’t GH until Janu-
ary 14. They will do 
Christmas on empty 
pocket because they 
were greedy enough 
to put all  their sav-
ings into it hoping to 
make a kill. Now you 

are the lizard and they 
are the rat that played 
in the rain with you; 
y o u ’ v e  d r i e d  y o u r 
body and they’re still 
drenched, that’s why 
you’re gloating.

A n y w a y ,  t h e r e 
are still good people 
among the MMMers 
and they have been 
doing a good job of en-
couraging and calm-
ing down those who 
are tensed up.

Tw o  M M M  G u i d -
ers ,  who identif ie d 
themselves as DonVal 
Amae chi and Philip 
Awazi, in a message 
they sent out to oth-
er participants, said 
t h e  a c c o u n t  f re e z e 
was only a measure to 
protect MMM Nigeria 
from danger.

“This is  a kind of 
caution taken to avert 
danger. So our mavros 
are safe. I encourage 
those who want to PH 
to still do their PH. The 
maturity is January 
and do esn’t  change 
anything, by then the 
system is  back and 
stronger,” they said.

“Don’t  los e  hop e, 
all  of  us have mav-
ros in the system and 
let’s not use because 
of this little setback 
forget what MMM has 
done for us and will 
do more if the system 
is safeguarded.... Let’s 
be optimistic and posi-
tive. This is our com-

munity, let’s protect 
it,” they further said.

O n  F a c e b o o k ,  a 
friend who go es by 
the name Don Wani 
said, “People still don’t 
realise it. The ship can 
never sink. Believe it 
or not, MMM rocks.”

You see, confirmed 
MMMers never say 
quit .  They are  die-
hard optimists. Even 
if we agree with Faruk 
Al-amin that  “mes-
sages such as thes e 
keep them from mas-
sive suicides and away 
from mental hospitals”, 
it’s still well. Wouldn’t 
you rather give hope 
than see more deaths 
or mental cases?

The truth is  that 
whether you are di-
r e c t l y  i n vo l ve d  o r 
not ,  as  long as  you 
know someone who 
is involved, you are 
i n v o l v e d .  I f  t h e y 
die  of  heart  attack, 
you’ll  mourn. So,  at 
least for the sake of 
your brothers, sisters, 
friends, neighbours, 
c olleagues,  etc who 
took the risk, in spite 
of all the warnings, to 
subscribe to what is 
clearly a Ponzi scheme 
t h e y  k n e w  w o u l d 
crash one day, there 
is only one thing to do 
– be eternally positive.

On that note, let’s 
jo in our  faith with 
theirs because, even 
if the scheme hasn’t 

W
h i l e  t h e 
mortgage 
market in 
N i g e r i a 

remained a fledgling, 
activities in the market 
before the banking sec-
tor reform was quite 
interesting. The foray of 
many commercial banks 
into retail mortgage after 
the banking consolida-
tion and recapitalisation 
led to the evolution of  
a competitive business 
environment, and a cul-
ture of efficiency and 
innovation among the 
operators. 

Institutions had to de-
velop competitive spirit 
not only to remain in 
business, but also to in-
crease and make good 
returns on shareholders’ 
investment such that in-
novative ideas, especial-
ly in product origination, 
became the norm rather 
than the exception. 

T h e  m a r k e t  w a s 
awash with products, 
especially those that 
would enable consum-
ers have easy access to 
homeownership. Some 
of the mortgage insti-
tutions took it a step 

Mortgage operators, 
however,  insist  that 
they have ‘something 
for somebody’ in the 
market.

In all these, Resort 
Savings and Loans’ RIM-
PLAN, an acronym for 
Resort Investment Plan, 
and Trustbond Mort-
gage Bank’s HomePlan 
stand. According to the 
authorities of the banks, 
subscribers to the prod-
ucts have a lot of benefits 
to enjoy. 

Abimbola Olayinka, 
the bank’s managing 
director and chief ex-
ecutive officer, explains 
that RIMPLAN is a well 
thought out pro duct 
aimed to encourage sav-
ings towards homeown-
ership and it facilitates 
timely and favourably 
priced mortgage deliv-
ery to the subscriber.

higher with the creation 
of products that would 
enable property owners 
build wealth from their 
property and yet en-
joy the comfort of such 
property. 

Consumers look back 
to thos e days in the 
market and are asking 
where these products 
from which they could 
build wealth and make 
a differenc e in their 
investment or assets. 
They have not forgotten 
such products as First 
City Monument Bank’s 
(FCMB) ‘Unlock your 
Cash’ and former Bank 
PHB’s ‘Home Owner’s 
Advantage’ which are 
the kind of products that 
they need today in the 
face of the downturn in 
the economy. 

FCMB’s Unlock your 
Cash, a variant of the 
bank’s flagship mortgage 
product, ‘MyHome’ is 
one of the most popular 
refinance products in Ni-
gerian mortgage market.  
This gave opportunity to 
people who had worked 
hard to build or buy their 
homes to let those homes 
work for them by releas-

ing the funds compara-
tive to the value of the 
property towards meet-
ing other life needs.  

Some customers who 
had been forced in the 
past to borrow short 
tenured loans of 3 to 5 
years now have the op-
portunity, through this 
refinancing option, to ac-
cess the product where 
the bank pays off the 
loan owed the financial 
institution and provides 
more manageable re-
payment amounts that 
ease the customer’s cash 
flow through the bank’s 
longer tenors. 

For existing home 
owners, the bank al-
lowed them to unlock up 
to 70 percent of the value 
of the property if they 
lived in it and 60 percent 
if they didn’t. It also pro-
vided home owners the 
opportunity of register-
ing their titles making 
their properties mobile 
and ensuring that they 
were working for them 
just like share certificates 
made stocks fluid. 

Ladi  Balogun,  the 
group managing direc-
tor and chief executive 

officer of the bank,  re-
marked then that they 
had been able to impact 
positively on tenured 
loans in the market by 
providing longer tenure. 

“We have been able to 
offer long tenured loans 
to the Nigerian mortgage 
market.  Our observation 
before we entered the 
market was that only 
short term loans were 
available, making mort-
gages very unaffordable 
to the average salary 
earner.  Now, with a lon-
ger pay back period, re-
payments are more man-
ageable, with the option 
of reducing one’s prin-
cipal outstanding when 
his economy improves 
or even leveraging more 
funds as the property 
price appreciates”, he said. 
This kind of statement 
is rare in the mortgage 
market of today. 

The Home Owners 
Advantage floated by the 
defunct Bank PHB was 
another wealth building 
product that, by its name, 
gave advantage to home-
owners to build wealth 
on such homes.

The product was dif-

ferent from traditional 
mortgage financing in 
the sense that it allowed 
those who own their 
homes and had legal titles 
to them to raise finance 
out of their property for a 
fixed period. The finance 
they have raised could be 
used to buy new assets or 
create new investments, 
grow their wealth and 
have an even better life. 

Over all, these are the 
kind of products that 
both home owners and 
those who want to own 
one are longing for. Ac-
cording to them, mort-
gage products should be 
able to meet the needs 
of its consumers. What 
obtains in the market 
presently are generally 
unaffordable and do not 
give any advantage to 
existing or prospective 
homeowners. 

c ra s h e d  a l re a d y,  i t 
soon will. In fact, the 
crash has never been 
m o r e  i m m i n e n t  a s 
there are expected to 
be massive withdraw-
als IF the scheme does 
eventual ly  resume. 
Panic is already in the 
air, the type that col-
lapses a bank.

Perhaps we should 
b e  more c onc erne d 
a b o u t  t h e  c i r c u m -
s t a n c e  t h at  b re e d s 
a n d  s u s t a i n s  s u c h 
s c h e m e s .  T h at  t h e 
number of subscribers 
to MMM grew from 
about 1.6 million on 
November 18, 2016 to 
ab out 3.3 million as 
at December 13 says 
a lot, but that other 
such-like schemes are 
b eing advertis e d on 
threads announcing 
the “crash” of MMM 
is simply incredible. 
Here’s a comment on 
one of those threads 
b y  a  N i g e r i a n  w h o 
goes by the name Ony-
ilo Brawn Onyilo: “I so 
much believe in MMM; 
whether it crashed or 
not, I don’t care. Since 
the government can-
not give work to the 
youths, MMM is here 
to liberate us from our 
leaders’ wickedness. I 
prefer to be duped by 
MMM than to be kept 
in darkness by our so-
called leaders.”

Fellow countrymen, 
I’m lost for words.

Where are the wealth-building products? Talking Mortgage

(08037156969, chukuroko@yahoo.com)

with
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T
he 360 memb ers of 
the House of Repre-
s entatives  have f i -
nally signed off for 

the year and expected to be 
with their constituents to 
celebrate the Christmas and 
New Year till Tuesday, 10th 
2017.  I  b elieve the Hous e 
has done fairly well in the 
dis charge of its  statutory 
functions c ompare d with 
the Seventh Ass embly in 
terms of number of bills, mo-
tions and resolutions passed 
so far. The only obvious area 
of concern is the unhealthy 
war b etwe en the Legisla-
ture and the Executive arm.  
H o w e ve r,  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p 
of the House needs to look 
inward by re-assigning port-
folios to the lawmakers. In 
doing this, it is pertinent for 
competence and profession-
alism to be brought to fore, 
to achieve better and cred-
ible results going forward. 
Another major issue that 
the leadership of the House 
ne e ds  to  lo ok into  is  the 
alleged plagiarism of bills 
by some lawmakers. While 
some of them have demon-
strated sufficient commit-
ment to their calling in law 
making, most of them are 
only at their best when it 
comes to chorusing ‘Nay’ or 
‘Yea’ whenever the presid-
ing officer calls for vote on 
a legislative matter debated 
on the floor. Nigerians long 

to see better productivity 
and value for money spent 
on elected political office 
holders who earn over N35 
m i l l i o n  a s  c o n s t i t u e n c y 
and over  a  mil l ion naira 
monthly.

While reflecting on the 
discussions of Senator Ali-
yu Sabi, chairman, Senate 
Committe e on Me dia and 
Public Affairs; Senator Ali 
W a k i l ,  c h a i r m a n ,  H o u s e 
Committee on Poverty Al-
l e v i at i o n  a n d  H o n .  M o -
hammed Wudil, chairman, 
House Committee on Pov-
erty Alleviation, I was sim-
ply rattled that a lawmaker 
will argued that a standing 
Committee of the House is 
left with nothing to do be-
cause of mere ungazetted 
re c o m m e n d at i o n s  o f  t h e 
Steve Oronsanye’s Commit-
te e  which re c ommende d 
fo r  t h e  s c ra p p i n g  o f  N a -
tional Poverty Alleviation 
Programme (NAPEP). I won-
dered why such a Commit-
tee which comprises of at 
least 36 lawmakers cannot 
engage the service of a Con-
sultant that will assist them 
to outline programmes. At 
least, some of the agencies 
such as Small and Medium 
Scale Enterprises Develop-
ment of Nigeria (SMEDAN); 
National Directorate of Em-
ployment (NDE) ;  Bank of 
Industry (BoI) ;  Industrial 
Training Fund (ITF) ;  Fe d-

eral Ministries of Women 
D evelopment;  S p orts and 
Youth Development; as well 
as Labour and Employment 
can be invited to give in-
sight into some of the pro-
grammes that could help in 
alleviating poverty in the 
land. In what I considered to 
be ignorance, he argued that 
the introduction of e-Wal-
let with the use of mobile 
phones for farmers initi-
ated by Federal Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment and other social 
intervention programmes 
were inefficient and capable 
of aggravating sufferings at 
the grassroot level. He never 
stopped at that, but submit-
ted that “poverty cannot be 
eradicated but alleviated… 
this I disagree with in its 
totality! I however submit-
ted that the onus is on the 
Hous e of Repres entatives 
and National Assembly to 
enforce its statutory power 
of  oversight by ensuring 
that all the fund approved 
for specific programmes and 
projects – capital or recur-
rent,  are implemente d. If 
anyone fails to comply with 
the extant laws, the Legisla-
ture has the Constitutional 
responsibility to bring them 
to book. But there’s need for 
internal cleansing.  There 
is need for whosoever will 
come to equity to come with 
clean hands. As much as I 

have no ill-feelings against 
anyone, I strongly believe 
that the crop of legislators 
in the House of Represen-
tatives have the capacity 
and wherewithal to get the 
Institution strengthen and 
restore the confidence lost 
o ve r  t h e  ye a r s .  T h e  u n -
abated scandals against the 
who-is-who in the system 
can be dealt with headlong. 
I  b e l i e ve  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p 
of the National Assembly 
itself, should be bound by 
its promise to open up the 
budget. I’m sure the bubble 
m ay  b u r s t  o n c e  a g a i n  i f 
nothing is done to address 
most of the issues surround-
ing the allegations bother-
ing on ‘budget padding’ now 
that another bogus budget 
has been placed before the 
Hous e for  c onsideration. 
Part of the problems facing 
the p o or implementation 
of the annual budget can 
be linked to the failure of 
the Legislative Arm to hold 
the public office holders ac-
countable for their actions. 

I  wish to underline the 
loyalty of the House Com-
m i t t e e  o n  S p o r t s  w h i c h 
took the Minister of Sports, 
S o l o m o n  D a l u n g  t o  t a s k 
on the expenditure for the 
2 0 1 5  A l l  A f r i c a n  G a m e s 
and 2016 Rio Olympic last 
Thursday. While the Min-
ister was arguing that the 
over N3 bi l l ion involve d 

was not exp ende d under 
his watch, the lawmakers 
cured his ignorance by tell-
ing him that government is 
continuum hence he has no 
justification not to look into 
the records of a ministry he 
heads. The lawmakers also 
exposed the poor working 
relationship in the minis-
try and various federations 
who groaned for being de-
prived of funding approved 
for them. 

 These were some of the 
reas ons why Nigeria has 
faile d to c ome out of the 
doldrums and loss various 
international and regional 
games. Meanwhile, I will be 
reflecting on the quarterly 
report of the House to be 
discussed by the Majority 
Leader, Femi Gbajabiamila 
( A P C- L a g o s )  i n  t h e  n e x t 
episode, till then, I wish you 
the very best of the season.

As the House signs off...

Assembly Watch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

O
ne thing Senate President 
Bukola Saraki will be re-
membered for in the Eighth 
Senate is his ability to spring 

surprises on the last day of legislative 
sitting before embarking on recess.

On July 21 this year, which was 
the last day of sitting before embark-
ing on annual recess, Senate President 
Bukola Saraki, gave what was termed 
‘Political Tsunami’ by some political 
observers when he announced the 
reshuffling of the leadership of the 
Senate standing committees.

The announcement saw known 
critics of the Senate President like 
Kabiru Marafa and Remi Tinubu 
getting juicy committees, while 
other committee chairmen in juicy 
panels whose loyalty were in doubt, 
lost their positions and became ‘floor 
members’.

Thursday last week, which was 
also the last day of legislative sitting, 
also witnessed the announcement of 
another major political Tsunami: the 
rejection of Ibrahim Magu as the sub-
stantive chairman of the Economic 
and Financial Crimes (EFCC).

In fact, a section of the media was 
so confident of the police officer’s con-
firmation that it carried a front page 

story: “Senate Bows to Pressure, Set to 
Confirm Magu EFCC Chairman”. This 
is one of the demerits of speculative 
journalism. Sometimes what happens 
could be a complete contrast of what 
you speculate as a reporter.

Although details of the security 
report, upon which the confirmation 
of the EFCC boss was rejected was 
not made public, I gathered from a 
ranking senator that the document 
contained corruption allegations 
involving Magu’s ownership of prop-
erties, violation of financial rules and 
regulations as well as colluding with 
corrupt individuals.

Proponents of his rejection have 
likened his continued stay as EFCC 
boss to ‘corruption fighting corrup-
tion’. To them, if the President could 
throw his weight behind the raid of 
judges’ homes and asked them to step 
aside pending the conclusion of their 
trial, then the moral burden is on him 
to appoint people above board.

Some senators have also taken to 
social media to exonerate themselves 
from the Senate decision. One of 
them is Shehu Sani, Chairman, Sen-
ate Committee on Local and Foreign 
Debts. In his Facebook post 24 hours 
after the rejection, he wrote: “Magu 
is doing a good job as the Boss of the 
EFCC. All that is needed is the rule of 
law and fundamental human rights 
elements which need to be strongly 
observed by the Commission, rule of 
law remains the most potent weapon 
in the fight against corruption. I 
remained respectfully bound by the 
majority position of the Senate on the 
issue, but wish to categorically and 
unambiguously state that I’m person-
ally impressed with his performance”.

Frankly, I am at sea with the dis-
tinguished senator’s reaction because 

he seems to be neither here nor there; 
at best he is playing to the gallery. On 
one hand, he attest to the fact that 
Magu is doing a nice job as EFCC boss. 
On the other hand, he respects the de-
cision of the Senate. Has he not heard 
of standing out from the crowd even 
if it means standing alone?

The budget presentation by Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari to a joint 
session of the National Assembly may 
have come and gone but beyond the 
figures and statistics, the President 
painstakingly explained why the 
budget presentation was delayed by 
four hours. Some of us were at the 
National Assembly as early as 10am 
and had to wait for seven excruciat-
ing hours before the much awaited 
budget was presented. 

Before acknowledging protocol, 
the President apologised for arriv-
ing late, admitting that he used the 
nation’s Presidential Jet - which 
flew him to Gambia to convince the 
country’s embattled dictator Yahya 
Jammeh to step aside - as Molue (Mass 
transit for less the less privileged). Our 
President said he had to use our jet to 
carry the Presidents of Liberia and 
Sierra Leone from their respective 
countries and dropped them after 
the meeting. 

Although attention was on the 
record-breaking N7.298trillion 2017 
budget, the event assumed a new 
dimension when the President told 
lawmakers who listened with rapt 
attention that next year’s budget 
would be pegged on an Exchange 
Rate of N305 to a United States dol-
lar. This did not go down well with 
legislators, as they murmured for 
about one minute to express their 
displeasure. This is not unconnected 
with the fact that at the debate on the 

2017 to 2019 Medium Term Expen-
diture Framework (MTEF) and Fiscal 
Strategy Paper (FSP), most senators 
described the proposal as unrealistic, 
as our currency is about N500 to a US 
dollar at the parallel market.

A mild drama also ensued when 
the Senate Chief Whip Sola Adeyeye 
went to the table where the President 
had laid a box that contained the fis-
cal document, carried and handed it 
over to his counterpart in the House 
of Representatives, Alhassan Doguwa.

Apparently, this was to avoid the 
scenario of last year where the 2016 
budget was later declared missing 
in the upper chamber and a Search 
Committee was constituted.

However, this development did 
not go down well with one of the 
Sergeant-At-Arms who immedi-
ately conferred with the Clerk of 
the House of Representatives be-
fore retrieving the document from 
Doguwa and returned it to the table. 
The document was immediately 
handed over to the Clerk after the 
event. The Presidency is expected 
to mass-produce copies to all 469 
federal legislators. 

One thing that fascinates me 
about budget presentation is the 
fact it is the only event where the 
President stands while addressing 
lawmakers, while the Senate Presi-
dent and Speaker, House of Repre-
sentatives sit while talking.

Meanwhile, the fence-mending 
between the Executive and the 
Legislature, explains why the upper 
legislative chamber has given expe-
ditious screening and confirmation 
of the nominees of President Buhari, 
which include Supreme Court Jus-
tices; Commissioners of the National 
Population Commission; Managing 

Director, Nigeria Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (NDIC); Commissioners 
of the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC), Governing Board 
members of the Nigeria Communica-
tion Commission (NCC); Chairmen 
and members of the Niger Delta 
Development Commission (NDDC); 
Commissioner of National Population 
Commission (NPC) amongst others.

In the same token, the 2016 bud-
gets of most federal agencies were 
recently considered since their sub-
mission by Buhari five months ago. 
They include: the budgets of the 
Federal Inland Revenue Service 
(FIRS), earlier rejected by the upper 
chamber; Nigerian Shippers Council, 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Nige-
rian Deposit Insurance Corporation 
(NDIC), National Maritime Author-
ity; Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA), 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC), National Environmental Stan-
dards and Regulations Enforcement 
Agency, National Business and Tech-
nical Education Board and National 
Agency for Science and Engineering 
Infrastructure.

Others are: Nigerian Tourism 
Development Corporation (NTDC), 
National Broadcasting Commis-
sion (NBC), News Agency of Nigeria 
(NAN), Federal Radio Corporation 
of Nigeria (FRCN) Nigerian Televi-
sion Authority (NTA), Raw Material 
Research and Development Council, 
National Agency for Food and Drug 
Administration and Control (NAF-
DAC), Nigeria Immigration Service 
(NIS), National Insurance Commis-
sion, Federal Housing Authority and 
Federal Mortgage Bank.

Senate resumes on January 10, 
2017 when the issue of rejection of 
Magu will occupy front burner.

Magu’s rejection, 2017 budget and other matters ASSEMBLY WATCH
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T
hanks to unprecedented 
international cooperation, 
the world is making impres-
sive progress in the fight 
against malaria. According 

to the World Health Organization’s 
just-released 2016 World Malaria Re-
port, malaria mortality rates among 
children under age five have fallen by 
69% since 2000.

And this progress is not limited 
to malaria. Many countries have re-
duced new HIV infections by 50% or 
more over a similar period, and the 
infection rates for other debilitating 
tropical diseases, such as leprosy and 
Guinea worm, have fallen significantly 
in recent years.

But while mortality rates from infec-
tious diseases are declining, developed 
countries’ sedentary lifestyles, tobacco 
use, and poor diets are catching on in 
the developing world, and noncom-
municable diseases such as diabetes, 
cardiovascular disease, and cancer are 
increasing at an alarming rate.

Confronting the next global health 
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NCDs now kill 38 million people an-
nually, with almost 75% of those deaths 
occurring in low- and middle-income 
countries. And the outlook for develop-
ing countries is dire; for example, by 
2030, NCDs are expected to cause more 
deaths in Africa than communicable, 
maternal, and nutritional illnesses 
combined.

Beyond threatening lives, NCDs 
can destabilize economies, especially 
in countries with limited health-care 
infrastructure. The challenge for gov-
ernments and global health agencies 
is to continue making progress against 
infectious diseases, while also address-
ing the rising NCD threat.

Fortunately, we can apply lessons 
from the successful fight against infec-
tious diseases to the emerging fight 
against NCDs. Working with nonprofit 
agencies, intergovernmental organiza-
tions, and private companies, world 
leaders can have a profound impact 
on public health – even if foreign-aid 
budgets are strained.

For starters, we need innovation. 
Without the great leap forward in an-
tiretroviral therapy in the mid-1990s, 
we would not have the tools we have 
today to control HIV. And without 
the artemisinin-based combination 
treatments that also emerged in that 
decade, malaria death rates would 
still be stubbornly high. Policies that 
improve access to health care should 
also support innovation – and they 
must never undermine it.

Beyond innovation, we need strong 
partnerships to manage NCDs and 
ensure that patients have access to the 

treatment they need. Effective HIV 
management has transformed that 
disease from a death sentence into a 
chronic condition in most places; but, 
of course, we now need sustainable 
solutions to provide continuous, long-
term care.

The private sector is increasingly 
committed to this approach. Novo 
Nordisk’s Changing Diabetes Care 
and Eli Lilly’s NCD Partnership are just 
two examples of how companies are 
collaborating with governments and 
health organizations in resource-lim-
ited countries to develop scalable, sus-
tainable, and locally driven programs 
to combat diabetes. And Novartis 
Access, which our company launched 
in 2015, is a socially oriented business 
that works with governments, NGOs, 
and other public-sector customers in 
lower-income countries. We have two 
goals for the program: to expand ac-
cess to affordable medicines to treat 
NCDs such as heart disease, type-2 
diabetes, respiratory illnesses, and 
breast cancer; and to cooperate with 
local and international organizations 
to strengthen health-care systems. So 
far, we have observed that developing 
countries need to shift their paradigm 
for medicine procurement, and update 
their national essential-medicines lists.

A third lesson to take from the fight 
against infectious diseases is that po-
litical commitment is crucial. As Cha-
tham House and other independent 
observers have warned, too few gov-
ernments – particularly in developing 
countries – spend the recommended 
5% of annual GDP on promoting 

health. Even when national budgets 
are tight, health investments are worth 
it; after all, an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure. Lower-income 
countries that are heavily affected by 
NCDs have everything to gain from 
investments that will make their people 
healthier and more productive. As 
we have learned from managing HIV, 
investments in public health create 
a virtuous cycle: as people and com-
munities begin to experience better 
health, they invest further in making 
health a priority.

RE
Managing the rise of NCDs will 

require long-term thinking, and gov-
ernment leaders will have to make 
investments that might pay off only after 
they are no longer in office. This is a 
serious challenge, especially in electoral 
democracies; but policymakers from 
around the world can come together to 
leverage their investments and those 
undertaken by the private sector. And 
even if most countries reach the recom-
mended spending of 5% of GDP, the 
world will still need innovative financ-
ing mechanisms and policies to enable 
public-private collaboration.

Leaders from around the world 
must prioritize the global fight against 
NCDs. To this end, governments and 
global health agencies should apply 
lessons learned from the success-
ful fight against infectious diseases. 
Through innovation, dynamic partner-
ships to strengthen health systems, and 
political will, the world can sustain the 
gains made against infectious disease, 
while also effectively combating NCDs.

C002D5556
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A
fter he had initially 
conceded defeat to 
Adama Barrow, who 
won more than 43% 
of the vote, in a typical 

African leader’s sit-tight fashion, 
Gambian strongman, Yahya Jammeh 
made a 360 degree u-turn to announce 
that he is rejecting the result of the 
presidential election, a week after 
he had graciously admitted defeat. 
Part of his reasons for this sudden 
change of mind is what he termed 
“abnormalities” in the vote. He has, 
therefore, called for fresh polls.

Meanwhile, African leaders including 
Nigeria’s Muhammadu Buhari, Ernest 
Bai Koroma of Sierra Leone, Ellen 
Sirleaf Johnson of Liberia and John 
Mahama of Ghana were recently 
in Banjul, Gambia, to convince Mr. 
Jammeh to take the path of honour by 
respecting his country’s constitution, 
accept the wish of his people and allow 
the presidential election result to stay. 
Given his earlier rash treatment of 
President Ellen Sirleaf Johnson whose 
plane was blocked from landing in 

McKinsey, a worldwide 
management consulting 
firm, in September 2016 
released a report tagged 

‘Digital finance for all: Powering 
inclusive growth in emerging 
economies’. According to the report, 
“Digital finance has the potential to 
provide access to financial services 
for 1.6 billion people in emerging 
economies, more than half of them 
women. Widespread adoption and 
use of digital finance could increase 
the GDP of all emerging economies 
by 6 percent, or USD 3.7 trillion, by 
2025.”

The additional GDP, it explains, will 
generate 95 million new jobs across 
all sectors of the economy, while 
governments could gain $110 billion 
yearly by reducing leakages in public 
spending and tax collection.  

No doubt, tomorrow’s economy 
will be built on digital finance as 
the world looks for alternative and 
faster ways to achieve inclusive 
growth, empowering individuals, 
businesses and governments to 
carry out cheaper and more effective 
transactions.

Nigeria as an emerging economy is 
poised to leverage the opportunities 
associated with this projection. 
Indeed, the country is fast becoming 
a dynamic ecosystem bursting at the 
seams with opportunities for FinTech 

Yahya Jammeh and The Gambia’s theatre of the absurd
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Remita: Homegrown technology driving financial inclusion, economic growth

the country, it is cheering that Mr. 
Jammeh thought it decent to attend 
to his august guests. Actually, the fear 
among West African leaders is for the 
Gambian situation not to degenerate 
into another Liberian debacle that 
once threw the entire sub-region into 
a theatre of unending warfare. Thus, 
the Economic Community of West 
African States is not ruling out the 
possibility of deploying troops into 
landlocked Gambia if Mr. Jammeh 
sticks to his gun.

From all indications, The Gambia 
might be heading for a major 
catastrophe as reports suggest that 
Mr. Jammeh has ordered the nation’s 
electoral commission to be taken over 
by soldiers. Many believe that this 
might be a ploy by Mr. Jammeh and 
his cronies to tamper with electoral 
documents, thereby paving the way 
for his judicial victory at the Supreme 
Court. It will be recalled that Mr. 
Jammeh had signaled his intention to 
challenge the presidential election’s 
result at the nation’s Supreme Court.

In a manner suggestive of his 
reluctance to willingly relinquish 
power, reports also indicate that Mr. 
Jammeh is currently nursing a

power-sharing agreement with 
Mr. Adama Barrow, the winner of 
the nation’s presidential contest. 
M e a n w h i l e ,  M r.  B a r r o w  h a s 
consistently been informing the 
international media that he would 
stand by the mandate given to him 
by the Gambian electorate, even 
at the point of shedding his blood. 

He claimed that  his  mandate 
doesn’t include any power sharing 
arrangement. It is the differing posture 
of the two top most dramatis personae 
in the unfolding Gambia’s comedy that 
made political analysts to conclude 
that, unless something drastic is 
urgently done; The Gambia might be 
heading for a cliffhanger.

But then, what could have been 
responsible for Mr. Jammeh’s sudden 
retraction of his initial stance towards 
the election?  How come a man 
who had originally congratulated 
his vanquisher abruptly made a 
u-turn to swallow his word? Well, 
political analysts have blamed the 
unfolding scenario in The Gambia on 
what they termed the ‘immaturity’ 
of the opposition in the country. 
They hinged this submission on 
the ‘hasty’ and ‘premature’ manner 
in which Mr. Barrow and his men 
have been hounding Mr. Jammeh 
since their historic victory at the 
poll.They particularly singled out for 
mention, Mr. Barrow’s recent tantrum 
concerning handling over the current 
president to the International Criminal 
Court, ICC, for prosecution. Keen 
watchers of events in the country 
are aware that there is no love lost 
between Jammeh and the ICC. In-fact, 
he recently vowed to withdraw hic 
nation’s membership of

the ICC. It is, therefore, the view of 
political experts that the opposition in 
the Gambia contributed to the current 
messy state of affairs in the country. 
If only they have kept their game 

plan close to their chest, perhaps, 
Mr. Jammeh wouldn’t have changed 
his mind.

As plausible as this argument seems, 
it, however, does not really hold much 
water. One does not really see how Mr. 
Barrow’s supposed reference to the 
ICC could be sufficient justification 
for Mr. Jammeh to hold the nation to 
ransom. What has that got to do with 
the presidential election result? The 
issue of the election is a constitutional 
matter. Is there a provision in the 
nation’s constitution that empowers 
him to reject election results if his 
opponents threaten to drag him before 
the ICC?  Why, in the first instance, 
should he be afraid of the ICC? Of 
course, like every African tyrant, the 
likelihood of an ICC prosecution 
should certainly send shivers down 
Mr. Jammeh’s spine. His years of 
repressive rule have brutally dealt with 
Gambians, with some being brutally 
killed in gory circumstances.

Mr. Jammeh is actually merely 
exhibiting the classic sit-tight nature 
of African despots. For twenty-two 
years, he had ruled his country with 
an iron fist. The prospect of leaving 
office willingly without resorting to 
unconstitutional measures is never 
an attractive option for African 
despots.  He once boasted that he 
would rule The Gambia for a billion 
years. Now that his people have 
voted against his wish, he is taking 
to illegitimate means to perpetuate 
himself in office.

Mr. Jammeh should simply take 

the path of honour by respecting 
the wish of his country’s electorate. 
He has had his feel of power, both as 
a military despot and now a civilian 
dictator. Ironically, his years in 
power have not really done much 
good for his country. All he has 
mostly done is to lead the nation 
from one mess to the other. His 
hapless compatriots have continued 
to bear the burden of his economic 
failures and political onslaughts. 
Many have already fled the country, 
making the hazardous journey to 
Europe by boats. According to a 
statistic, The Gambia provides 7% of 
migrants crossing the Mediterranean, 
a vastly lopsided figure considering the 
nation’s population of just 2 million. It 
is not only the economic and political 
landscapes of the country that Mr. 
Jammeh has messed up; he has also 
desecrated the judiciary. Just last year, 
he sacked all the judges of the nation’s 
Supreme Court and he is yet to appoint 
new ones. This, of course, makes his 
resolution to challenge the presidential 
election result at the Supreme Court 
is a rather laughable and phony one!

If Mr. Jammeh refuses to heed noble 
calls to leave office honourably, he 
would certainly go the way of his ilk 
such as Charles Tailor and Laurent 
Gbagbo. When and how this would 
happen is what one might not be 
able to really ascertain. But history 
has revealed that despots usually 
end detestably, and unless he turns a 
new leaf, Mr. Jammeh wouldn’t be an 
exception.

start-ups, according to the 2016 
KPMG FinTech Report.

At present, less than 50 million of 
Nigeria’s over 170 million people 
have bank accounts. However, 
about 115 million of the country’s 
youthful population use mobile 
phones for financial transactions, 
and FinTech companies are latching 
on this to launch products cutting 
across lending, payment, transfer, 
purchasing, investing/borrowing and 
switching. Prominent among these 
are Paga, PayPal, PaywithCapture, 
QuickTeller, GTMobile, e-Tranzact, 
R e m i t a ,  a m o n g  o t h e r s ,  w h o 
have collectively made financial 
transactions much easier, eliminating 
the need for consumers to join long 
queues in banking halls or restrict 
their financial transactions to official 
week-day work hours.

But beyond basic financial services, 
some FinTech products, such as 
Remita, are making enormous impact 
on government finance and national 
bottom lines. Remita, launched in 
2006, is a home-grown technology 
driving financial inclusion in Nigeria. 
As an electronic platform, it is 
helping the government, corporate 
organisations, SMEs and individuals 
to make and receive payments 
easily. It aggregates multiple bank 
accounts, giving customers the 
ability to perform the complete suite 
of eTransactions.

More importantly, Remita has 

been the enabling factor behind 
the success of the Treasury Single 
Account (TSA) policy adopted by 
Nigeria on September 15, 2015, 
a policy that has been lauded at 
home and abroad for returning 
over N4.3 trillion cash assets to 
the national treasury. The TSA is 
a public accounting system which 
collates and deposits all government 
revenue, receipts and income in 
a single account maintained by 
the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
a i m e d  p r i ma r i l y  at  e n su r i ng 
accountability of  government 
revenue, enhancing transparency 
and avoiding misapplication of 
publ ic  funds.  Though i t  was 
initiated by the President Goodluck 
Jonathan administration, its full 
implementation became a reality 
u n d e r  t h e  c u r re nt  P re s i d e nt 
Muhammadu Buhari administration.

Government’s attempts over the 
years to adopt TSA failed to gain 
traction owing to CBN’s lack of 
technological capacity to manage 
the retail aspect of the policy. RTGS, 
a foreign e-technology platform 
expected to drive the payment 
leg of Nigeria’s TSA project, was 
subsequently found to be unsuitable 
for retail payments. Then came 
SystemSpecs with Remita, which 
has succeeded in overcoming this 
challenge.    

One year on, the government has 
identified and closed over 17,000 

accounts belonging to ministries, 
departments and agencies (MDAs) 
and transferred the recovered 
funds to the TSA. Deposit Money 
Banks have also been constrained 
to diversify their sources of deposit 
mobilisation rather than rely on these 
idle funds which yielded interest for 
faceless individuals and groups while 
the government was starved of funds.  

Earlier in the year, Lai Mohammed, 
Minister of Information, said the TSA 
had helped this administration’s fight 
against corruption, flushed out ghost 
workers and saved the economy from 
imminent collapse. Similarly, Vice 
President Yemi Osinbajo in August 
disclosed that 40,000 ghost workers 
had been flushed out of the public 
service, thanks to the TSA which is 
powered by Remita. When that figure 
is multiplied by the N18,000 national 
minimum wage, it becomes clear 
that the system is saving the country 
a whopping N720 million monthly 
and N8.64 billion yearly.

It is the view of analysts that the 
TSA’s effectiveness may not have 
seen the light of day without Remita, 
the payment gateway powering the 
policy behind the scenes. One can’t 
agree more. Indeed, Remita has 
instilled fiscal discipline that allows 
government to have control over 
budget allocations, whilst providing 
multiple entry points for collections. 
The execution of the TSA policy made 
possible by Remita has significantly 

reduced government’s debt servicing 
costs, lowered liquidity reserve 
needs, and fostered effective use of 
surplus cash.

But beyond this, Remita is also 
fostering inclusive growth in the 
country. As Deremi Atanda, executive 
director of  SystemSpecs,  said 
during the recent Gulf International 
Technology Exhibition (GITEX) 
held in Dubai, Remita is at the 
forefront of driving the national 
financial inclusion policy, and is 
currently used by about 500 micro-
finance banks to meet the needs 
of many Nigerians who lack access 
to commercial banking services, 
empowering them to extend financial 
services to unbanked Nigerians.

“Remita processes over $30 billion 
worth of transactions every year, and 
that’s just within Nigeria. There’s 
also a roadmap to take Remita to 
Africa. So if you have a vision to be 
part of revolutionising payments 
in Africa at whatever level, driving 
financial inclusion at the national 
level, savings, micro-savings and 
micro-transactions, Remita is best 
placed to help you achieve that,” 
said Atanda. 

The time has indeed come for 
Nigeria to celebrate this home-
grown technology that is driving 
a culture of accountability in the 
public sector and setting the stage 
for a new economic order driven by 
transparency and financial inclusion.

C002D5556
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Interview
ICT, not agriculture, will fast-track Nigeria’s growth and development’

W
hat is ISACA 
and its core ob-
jectives?

 
Initially, it 

was known as Information Sys-
tems Audit and Control Associa-
tion (ISACA). ISACA is a non-profit 
global association. We engage in 
development, adoption and the 
use of globally accepted industry 
leading knowledge and practices 
in information systems. Right now, 
a lot of organisations depend on 
information system to do business. 
So what ISACA does is to ensure we 
are able to trust the systems, and 
derive values from the systems, 
and we do that by providing some 
leading practices to assist towards 
that. ISACA has over 140,000 pro-
fessionals in over 180 countries. 
Like I said, initially, it was known 
as Information Systems Audit and 
Control Association. But now, we 
have dropped that full name, and 
now use ISACA just the same way 
International Business Machine 
now uses IBM as their brand name. 
We are now using ISACA because 
over time, the scope of ISACA’s 
operation has moved beyond Au-
dit and Control to IT Governance, 
Cyber Security and a number of 
things that affect information 
systems.

 
How did you come in contact 

with ISACA?
I came in contact with ISACA 

when I joined Deloitte; you know 
in Deloitte we have a very large 
IT audit practice; so we support 
our clients- as part of financial 
statement audit, we also do IT 
audit. These days we realise 
that many companies depend on 
information systems to produce 
their financial statement. So you 
go to any organisation today, a 
particular application is used to 
produce their financial statement. 
For you to rely on that financial 
statement you need to look at the 
process by which that financial 
statement was prepared and that 
process has to do a lot with the 
information systems, because 
the systems do a lot of addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and 
takes data from all the various 
modules of the application. Now 
as a financial auditor, for you to 
rely on that financial statement, 
you need to go check the system 
to ensure that the system is pro-
cessing the information very well. 
So  because I needed to work on IT 
Audit, I needed to be a seasoned 
professional in IT audit, and of 
course, ISACA is the organisation 
that trains/certifies you to do that, 
that was how I got involved with 
ISACA years ago.

 
What is the impact of your 

trainings and seminars on mem-
bers? 

The major impact I would say 
is giving our members cutting 
edge knowledge and informa-
tion in their practices. Things are 
changing, and are changing very 
fast. The way we used to do busi-
ness five, ten years ago is different 
from what we are doing now. So 
as technologies change, the way 
we do business change and risks 

that we face also change. For in-
stance, there was a time the bank-
ing sector was handling cash, but 
now they said let’s go cashless, 
and let’s use electronics channels. 
So what happens is that the risk 
has been transferred from the 
“cash society”, to the “cashless 
society”. So if in the past, armed 
robbers were coming with their 
guns to attack the bullion vans, 
or bank premises, now we have 
hackers who are online, who can 
(at the click of a button) steal other 
people’s money.  So as we keep on 
adopting new information sys-
tems like cloud computing, block-
chain, mobile money, and other 
new technologies, they come 
with their associated risks. What 
we do is to equip our members 
with the necessary knowledge 
and information to enable them 
safe guard their organizations as 
they embrace these new channels 
of business, that’s number one. 

Also, the seminars are good 
networking opportunities for 
people to meet each other and 
finally, it is also a platform for 
intelligence sharing. Right now in 
Nigeria, we don’t yet have a plat-
form for organizations to share 
intelligence especially as it relates 
to cyberattacks. What a company 
suffers today, another company 
suffers tomorrow. “Hacker A” 
goes to “Company B” and scams 
them with a “trick C”, and that 
same hacker goes to another 
company and does the same scam 
and succeed. Whereas if they 

shared intelligence, “Company B” 
would have told other companies 
A-Z that this is happening to me, 
you too should watch out. ISACA 
provides such platform where 
we share intelligence as a body 
of professionals to stay ahead of 
the malicious people.

 
What has been the response 

of the public to ISACA and your 
activities? 

The response has been fantastic. 
A lot of people are interested in 
what we are doing, and want to be 
part of it. As a matter of fact, the 
government is collaborating with 
us. The Minister of Communica-
tion is aware of what we are doing 
and NITDA (National Information 
Technology Development Agency) 
has adopted our COBIT5 frame-
work for MDAs and government 
parastatals across the nation. The 
COBIT5 framework covers the 
governance and management of IT. 
The communication for the adop-
tion of the COBIT 5 framework was 
done 3 months ago, and we expect 
NITDA to drive implementation 
and adherence. This took a long 
while to accomplish, like some two 
years of engaging them to see the 
importance and value of COBIT5, it 
is worth it but we are very happy 
that it finally came through. 

 
So what is COBIT5? 
Basically, COBIT 5 is a frame-

work for the governance and 
management of information 
technology. And what COBIT5 

is centred around is for us to 
transform IT from being a “cost 
centre” to “value centre”. The 
whole idea is to help us to have a 
proper management of IT so that 
organisations that invest in IT will 
begin to derive maximum value 
from that.

 
What’s your take on Nigeria’s 

ICT space?
I think Nigeria’s ICT space is 

picking up very well, but we still 
have a long way to go. I think the 
government needs to adjust some 
of its mindset so that we can har-
ness the potentials of ICT space. I 
think the government is still liv-
ing in the past each time they say 
for the country to start earning 
more foreign exchange that we 
should focus on agriculture and 
oil. If you look at ten years ago in 
the United States, the top 5 com-
panies based on market capitaliza-
tion were more of oil companies 
and maybe, just Microsoft, that 
was an ICT company. Now as at 
August 2016, the top 5 companies 
based on market capitalisation in 
the US stock market are Apple, Al-
phabets, Microsoft, Amazon and 
Facebook. All these are ICT com-
panies. You may say that is the 
US but whether we like it or not, 
they set the trend for the world 
many times. And what is Nigeria 
doing? You can’t even see ICT 
companies in any strong zone in 
the Nigeria Stock Exchange and it 
is because of our mindset. I think 
if the government is conversant 

with modern day realities, some 
of the efforts they are directing 
to agriculture should be directed 
to ICT. Whether we like it or not, 
these young guys out there don’t 
want to do farming. They want 
to do some magic work with 
the computers. While I believe 
agriculture is good and very im-
portant, I think it is overhyped 
in Nigeria and it does not have all 
it takes to take us to the promise 
land; but ICT will take us there.

 
But one would have eaten be-

fore looking at ICT, because these 
companies you mentioned are in 
countries where agriculture has 
been developed?

That is a fair point, but to 
even develop agriculture you 
need ICT. You need science and 
technology to get your agricul-
ture to the optimum level where 
you are producing for exports. 
The reason why we are still very 
low in agriculture is because 
we are still using substandard 
and manual systems. Now we 
should be talking of biotechnol-
ogy, Agric-robotics, e-agriculture 
etc, and be remodeling the way 
we practice agriculture with ICT. 
In fact for almost every sector of 
the economy to thrive, you need 
ICT. The way we are going about 
our work here, we may be 100 
years behind the developed na-
tions because we are still trying 
to do things the old ways. You 
may not know the reason why the 
CEO of FACEBOOK came here; 
you think he came to look at our 
lagoons? No. He has seen the po-
tentials of our country and came 
to have a “first -hand” experience. 
I am not saying we should neglect 
agriculture, I am saying we should 
deplore ICT to it.

 
As an IT professional, what 

practical ways would you say 
we can start to deploy ICT to fast 
track the growth and develop-
ment of our country?

This is something that may 
take a lot of debate and discourse, 
so I may not be able to exhaust 
it here. But on a very high level, 
there must be that mindset shift 
from the government. The gov-
ernment must realise that ICT 
powers every other sector. That 
ICT can become our biggest for-
eign exchange earner just like our 
telecoms are giving us substan-
tial part of our GDP as opposed 
to what it was before ten years 
ago. Once there is that shift in 
mindset, then there will be a well-
developed roadmap to achieve 
that and that roadmap must be 
implemented. 

One other thing is to improve 
on our infrastructure; in terms 
of giving people power, free 
internet, etc. These key infra-
structures will be able to stimu-
late people’s creativity. Then 
the final thing is investment in 
ICT. Most times you hear of in-
tervention funds for agriculture 
by the Central Bank or Bank of 
Industry; why can’t they have 
such large intervention funds for 
ICT?  If they invest in ICT, in no 
time we will be net exporters of 
ICT products all over the world 
among other benefits.
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Tope Aladenusi is the president of ISACA Lagos and also the chief strategy officer at Deloitte, West Africa. In this interview with Arinze Okamelu, he reveals 
amongst other things how ICT can fast-track Nigeria’s growth and development. Excerpts:
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Promoting entrepreneurship through 
‘prize for innovation’ initiative

E
ntrepreneurial or in-
novative spirit is never 
lacking among Nigeri-
ans who have, in various 
ways and on many oc-

casions, demonstrated resilience 
and risen above limiting factors 
to ‘shock’ the world with innova-
tions.

Though there are people who 
are natural innovators as reasoned 
by the trio of Jeff Dyer, Hal Gre-
gersen and Clayton Christensen, 
co-authors of the bestseller, The 
Innovator’s DNA: Mastering the 
Five Skills of Disruptive Innova-
tors (2011), there is still need for 
an enabler or an enabling envi-
ronment.

The trio reasoned further that 
while it might look like some in-
novators were born, truth is that 
everyone carries the potential 
to make impact which is where 
the ‘Etisalat Prize for Innovation’ 
becomes not only instructive 
and imperative, but also a useful 
catalyst

.The assertion is true that in-
novation is the driver of entre-
preneurship as the testimonials 
of people like Microsoft founder, 
Bill Gate, Apple founder, Steve 
Job, Facebook founder, Mark 
Zuckerberg, Google’s duo of Larry 
Page and Sergey Brin, British 
entrepreneur and founder of 
Virgin Group, Richard Branson 
and Skype’s Niklas Zennström 
and Janus Friis have shown. In 
line with the submission of Dyer 
and others, these are men of great 
ideas with global impact.

Events of the past few years 
show that the sun of innova-
tion is also rising steadily in 

Africa due, largely, to increased 
awareness of the significant role 
which innovation and entrepre-
neurship play as enablers of job 
creation, poverty reduction and 
overall national socio-economic 
development.

Due to the urgent need to 
bolster agriculture and increase 
food supply, improve healthcare 
delivery, raise the standard of 
education, boost human capital 
development, improve waste 
management, facilitate affordable 
housing, foster efficient intermo-
dal transportation and other inte-
grated solutions, more co-creators 
of innovative solutions are now 
fast emerging on the continent.  In 
Nigeria, for instance, meeting the 
challenges of everyday traffic grid-
lock in the city centres, inefficient 
energy and power system as well 
as food shortage are compelling 
innovative thinking, especially 
among young Nigerians.

It is in realisation of this and 
also in keeping with its vision 
of being an enabler of national 

socio-economic development, 
that Etisalat, Nigeria’s most in-
novative telecommunications 
company, has demonstrated 
commitment to promoting in-
novation and entrepreneurship 
through numerous initiatives 
which include EasyBusiness 
Millionaires Hunt, SMEArena 
Portal, Customer Forum, Market 
Access and the Etisalat Prize for 
Innovation.

The  c om p any,  i n  2 01 2 , 
launched the Etisalat Prize for In-
novation as a platform to discover 
and celebrate innovative products, 
services and ideas that can help 
drive broadband utilisation in Ni-
geria. The prize also highlights the 
revolutionary impact of innova-
tion and technology as it addresses 
social challenges in the country.

Through the Prize, it has dis-
covered and empowered a num-
ber of young creative Nigerian 
entrepreneurs by giving them 
the opportunity to showcase 
innovative products, services 
and ideas that address specific 

problems in the society and 
contribute to the nation’s socio-
economic growth.

Recently, the telecom compa-
ny, through this Prize, recognized 
some young Nigerian innovator-
entrepreneurs for their ingenuity 
in developing innovative solu-
tions that can help society address 
some social challenges. Early last 
month, the company presented 
N5 million cash to James Ojeniyi, 
Olubusi Adegoke and Gbenga 
Oluwole whose joint entry, ‘One-
Medical’ won the Most Innovative 
Product/Service category while 
Tobilola Ajibola’s  ‘Dresses By 
Aloli’ got N2 million prize for the 
Most Innovative Idea category. 
In addition to the cash prizes, 
the winners and the other top 
10 finalists received free training 
at the Enterprise Development 
Centre of the Pan Atlantic Uni-
versity, Lagos.

To underscore the importance 
of the award, top ranking mem-
bers of the corporate Nigeria and 
those of government including 
Dan Azumi Mohammed Ibrahim, 
the director general, National Of-
fice for Technology Acquisition 
and Promotion (NOTAP), and 
Funke Opeke, chief executive of-
ficer, MainOne, attended the prize 
presentation ceremony in Lagos.

Chief Executive Officer, Etisalat 
Nigeria, Matthew Willsher, con-
gratulated the winners, saying the 
Etisalat Prize for Innovation was a 
demonstration of the company’s 
belief that Nigeria’s developmental 
needs could be met through the 
creation of innovative products 
and ideas.

“With Etisalat Prize for Innova-
tion, we demonstrate our belief 
that innovation is timeless and 
can be found in the most unlikely 

places, and created by the most 
unlikely people. We believe that 
the change Nigeria needs to move 
forward can be created through 
innovative products, services and 
ideas,” he said.

Willsher, who affirmed Eti-
salat’s commitment to the growth 
of Tech Startups and entrepre-
neurs as well as national socio-
economic development, further 
assured of the company’s un-
wavering support to continu-
ally promote an environment 
and collaboration that can enable 
small businesses and investment 
to thrive.

Responding on behalf of his 
team after receiving the N5 mil-
lion prize, Ojeniyi thanked Etisalat 
for the opportunity to be part of 
history, noting that Nigeria was 
ripe for innovations that could 
create sustainable development. 
According to him, ‘OneMedical’ 
was a product of the passion to 
help solve the problem of paper 
record keeping in the hospitals as 
such method often put patients 
and medical personnel through 
long period of sorting records 
thereby delaying access to speedy 
medicare.

“It’s a great feeling knowing 
that the work we’ve been doing 
has been recognised in this man-
ner. Reading about the history 
of the competition and Etisalat’s 
commitment to innovation and 
support for startups spurred ‘One-
Medical’ to enter the competition. 
The name ‘OneMedical’ arose 
from the problem we’re trying to 
solve. We aim to get rid of paper 
records in hospitals with each 
patient having a unique identifi-
cation number and a single, com-
prehensive and centralised digital 
file”, Ojeniyi said.

WISCAR graduates 2016 set of mentees, inducts fresh set

I
t was another remarkable 
moment as women of 
various pedigrees gath-
ered at the Olivia Hall, 

Muson Centre, last Saturday, 
to witness the graduation 
ceremony of the 2016 set of 
mentees from the Women in 
Successful Career, WISCAR 
mentoring and leadership 
programme, as well as the 
induction of fresh mentees for 
the coming year.

The event was also a me-
dium for women with great 
professional aspirations to 
listen to encouraging and mo-
tivating lectures from other 
successful women detailing 
the steps they took on their 
journey in order to help them 
unleash the dormant and 
untapped potentials in them.

The WISCAR initiative was 
established to address the un-
der-representation of women 
in the upper reaches of both 

CHUKA UROKO

DESMOND OKON corporate and government in-
stitutions, according to Amina 
Oyagbola, Founder WISCAR, 
in her welcome address.

“It was clear that many 
otherwise talented and indus-

trious women were frustrated 
out of their work place by 
several factors. These include 
child birth and the conse-
quent loss of institutional 
seniority, lack of domestic 

support and, perhaps most 
critically, a shortage of female 
exemplars to whom they 
could turn for inspiration and 
mentorship. WISCAR was 
set up to address the lack of 
role models and mentorship 
opportunities,”Oyagbola said.

Revealing to journalists 
the motivating factor that 
has contributed to the con-
tinuous success of the annual 
programme, Oyagbola said it 
has been to help others build 
capacity and to transfer the 
knowledge and experience 
that they have gathered and 
to pull others up.

“We are standing here to-
day as women on the shoul-
ders of other women. It could 
be your mother, sister, friend, 
teacher or colleague. We are 
all standing and we are suc-
cessful and we’ve been able 
to achieve what we have 
achieved not by own efforts 
alone, but because somebody 
showed us the way, gave us 
the opportunity, guided us or 

sponsored us. When you fell 
down somebody pick you up, 
and when you’re depressed 
and frustrated, somebody 
somewhere whispered some-
thing, and if it wasn’t the 
physical person, God spoke to 
you and showed you the way. 
A lot of the things happened to 
me in the course of my own 
career. At a certain point I felt 
like I wasn’t going to be able to 
cope well and I almost stepped 
out of the work place. So, that 
is one of the things that re-
ally motivated me to develop 
this programme, because of 
the fact that I got counselling 
and advise from my ‘support 
network’—my sisters, my girl-
friends and my mother who 
spoke to me and encouraged 
me to hang in there,” she said.

The founder of WISCAR 
did not fail to hint on the prog-
ress of the programme when 
she said that the 2016 set had 
been amazing and the women 
were excelling in their various 
endeavours.

 L-R- Bolanle Austen Peters CEO Terrakulture, Muni Shonibare Chief Executive IO Furniture, 
Funke Opeke CEO MainOne Cable, Dr. Mrs Idiat Oluranti Adebule Deputy Governor of Lagos 
State,  Amina Oyagbola Founder of Women in Successful Careers (WISCAR)and Biola Alabi, 
Managing partner Biola Alabi media at 2016 WISCAR’s Annual Mentoring and Leadership 
event in Lagos.



BusinessInterview
26 Sunday 18 December 2016SUNDAYBD C002D5556

Y
ou came to Nigeria 
in April as Country 
CEO for Lafarge Af-
rica. What’s your 
b a c k g r o u n d  a n d 

what experience are you bring-
ing on board?

I am an engineer by training, 
and a graduate of Ecole Poly-
technique, and the National 
School of Rural Engineering, 
Waterways & Forests, France. 
I have worked in South Korea, 
Kenya and Uganda, Tanzania, 
and France, and speak various 
languages including French, 
English, Korean, Spanish and 
Swahili. In the course of my 
career, I have had extensive 
operational and strategic expe-
rience both at junior and senior 
levels with small and medium 
organizations, cooperatives and 
multinational organisations. I 
had worked in the French Min-
istry of Agriculture, and later as 
general manager and executive 
vice president in the biochem-
istry and food industry, before 
joining the legacy Lafarge. I came 
into Lafarge as head, Strategy 
and Purchasing in Orsan, La-
farge Biochemistry, and in 1998 
became director of Cement Strat-
egy and Information Systems, 
Lafarge Gypsum. In 2003, 

I became director of Ce-
ment Strategy, Lafarge Group 
in France. I moved into cement 
operations in 2005 as the CEO 
for Lafarge operations in Kenya 
and Uganda while doubling 
as the chairman of Tanzania 
operations. After four years in 
sub-Saharan Africa, I moved to 
Asia as the president and CEO 
of Lafarge South Korea, where I 
remained for seven years. I came 
into Nigeria as Country CEO for 
Lafarge Africa Plc in April this 
year.

So, I bring to Nigeria com-
mercial experience, operational 
experience, and strategic vi-
sion. This balanced experience, 
I think, is really useful. I also 
bring, to some extent, some 
knowledge of Africa. And I bring 
just my passion.

 
So far, what’s your assess-

ment of the Nigerian business 
environment?

It’s a very complex but promis-
ing environment. The people are 
warm and committed. Nigerian 
cement market is dynamic and 
has great potential for contin-
ued growth, despite the current 
economic challenges. The huge 
population, low per capita con-
sumption (about 100), low level 
of infrastructural development 
and massive desire for housing 

are positive indicators. Focus on 
infrastructure development by 
current government is also quite 
encouraging. Also by virtue of 
our locations – North, South-
East and South-West – we are 
in very promising regions. The 
South-West and Lagos region is 
where the heart of Nigeria is. We 
have a plant in the North-East, 
Ashaka, and government wants 
to develop the North-East. In the 
South-West, we have doubled 
capacity and are ready to grab 
opportunities of development, 
and they are many. For me, 
we have efficient plants, well 
located, and in all the regions 
we have potential. Of course, 
this potential is hidden by the 
recession and foreign exchange 
crunch. For the time being we 
are still managing; we have im-
proved everywhere we needed 
to improve and the Q4 results 
will show it. We are just getting 
ready to grab the wonderful op-
portunity Nigeria offered us and 
will offer us for sure.

 
2016 has been a very chal-

lenging year for businesses 
operating in Nigeria, with many 
reporting negative results. 
What has been the experience 
for Lafarge?

We suffered in 2016 from 
internal and external issues. Ex-
ternally we suffered mainly gas 
shortage, increase in fuel costs, 
but also the foreign exchange 
situation, and internally we suf-
fered from all kinds of industrial 
issues with maintenance not 
properly done, and also lack 
of fuel flexibility. Lack of fuel 
flexibility translates into lack of 
production if there is no supply 
of gas, which, of course, impacts 
the results. So we have been ad-
dressing these items one by one. 

We have improved the in-
dustrial output so that July 
through November the plants 
have reached record high pro-
duction volume. We have im-
proved logistics as well. Logistics 
is basic because you need to 
transport the cement, and it is 
a big challenge given that the 
road conditions are very bad 
and trucks are breaking down 
constantly, and if you want to 
bring in new trucks, you face 
the foreign exchange issue. So 
we worked on fuel flexibility, we 
worked on industrial issues, we 
worked on logistics, we worked 
on foreign exchange. And last 
but not least, we have also im-
proved fixed cost – both indus-
trial and administrative – by 

significant reduction. We have 
had a very positive, very promis-
ing and better cost performance 
improvement compared to last 
year. These problems are behind 
us. Let’s see the Q4 results; they 
should not be too disappointing.

 
One possible way of navigat-

ing the foreign exchange chal-
lenge is to source raw materials 
locally. How much of your raw 
materials currently come from 
Nigeria?

I can tell you limestone, 100 
percent because limestone is 
number one raw material. It is 
totally local. When I said we 
should use local coal, this was 
my answer to you. Iron ore we 
source locally already. Honestly, 
everything we can source lo-
cally, we source locally – like 
some talents, when we need to 
recruit people. Sadly, most of our 
spare parts come from abroad.

 
There are also challenges 

with input, especially power 
and gas supply. What alterna-
tives are you creating to over-
come these challenges?

In terms of power and energy, 
we suffered in 2016 from lack of 
flexibility because when there 
was no gas, we could not run 

the plants – no gas, no cement. 
This, of course, impacted our 
results very badly – Q1, Q2 and 
Q3 results. We have changed our 
production scheme dramatically 
by introducing more flexibility 
in using coal, LPFO; that is what 
we call fuel flexibility. And even 
though gas supply is not back to 
100 percent, since July we are 
able to run all our kilns using 
diversified sources of energy. 
That does not mean they are the 
cheapest, but we can produce, 
and at least the customers are 
not starving, and we are able to 
keep the relationship with them 
which, I think, is more important 
than the cost at which you can 
produce the cement. On the 
power side, we announced an 
investment in Ashaka with the 
captive power plant in order to 
produce power. 

We have similar setup in East 
and West, in order to compen-
sate for some weaknesses the 
national grid has. And we are 
better off producing our own 
electricity; so it’s a relief as we 
free up electricity power so Ni-
gerians can enjoy what the grid 
can provide. We have to be self-
sufficient in this area because 
the nation needs a lot of energy. 
So it’s better we produce elec-

‘We’re strategically positioned to tap the wonderful opportunity Nigeria offers’
Since coming to Nigeria in April as Country CEO for Lafarge Africa Plc, Michel Puchercos has brought his 
wealth of operational, strategic and commercial experience garnered over the years to bear on the com-
pany’s operations with a view to delivering value to customers and shareholders. In this interview with 
CHUKS OLUIGBO, assistant editor, Puchercos shares his views on the Nigerian business environment as 
it affects the cement industry, the challenges of 2016, his projections for 2017, LafargeHolcim’s long-term 
commitment to doing business in Nigeria, and how the company is weathering the storm of economic re-
cession using innovative solutions.

Michel Puchercos



Lafarge Africa’s social investment for 
its host communities is needs-based, 
strategic, and highly sustainable. Our 
CSR approach recognizes the host 
communities as strategic partners to 
whom we accord mutual respect, 

believing that our footprints should, 
in its overall assessment, be a blessing to 

our neighbours
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‘We’re strategically positioned to tap the wonderful opportunity Nigeria offers’
tricity by ourselves and a very 
key investment was the one in 
Ashaka which the kick-off was 
very recently.

 
What are your projections 

for 2017 and what do you intend 
to do to improve the company’s 
books and meet shareholders’ 
objectives?

Needless to say that recession 
is impacting the country. Foreign 
exchange scarcity impacts it a lot 
on top of the recession itself. And 
usually when a country enters 
recession, for some time cement 
market will not be impacted or 
to some extent cement market 
may enjoy the recession. But 
then, there is a limit because as 
recession keeps on biting, then 
cement market starts decreas-
ing, suffering from the recession. 
Just to say that in 2016, at the be-
ginning it was good, but then we 
are suffering from the recession 
with the cement market declin-
ing. If recession does not end in 
2017, I expect cement market to 
be depressed, and I expect the 
market to grow very strongly 
maybe three to six months after 
recession ends. But I don’t know 
when recession will end; this is 
why it is very difficult for me to 
tell you about 2017. I know that 
now we are suffering, and if 
recession stops cement market 
would restart very strongly. 

If you look at it long term, Ni-
geria is really a wonderful mar-
ket for cement players, with its 
huge population, low per capita 
consumption, infrastructural 
need, housing deficit. Nigeria has 
the resources. Is it oil? Of course, 
you know on the agricultural 
side, Nigeria is very powerful. 
Before 1970s Nigeria was feeding 
the whole of Africa and I’m sure 
it will happen again. So there’s a 
lot of hope that consumption will 
grow. Today, compared to other 
countries in terms of standard, 
there’s no doubt that Nigeria 
has huge potential in terms of 
cement market.

To the other question about 
how to meet shareholders’ ob-
jectives, for me it is simply by 
motivating the team for im-
proved performance; by being 
anticipatory, and making the 
right investments within avail-
able budget. We also need to be 
mindful of our costs and avoid 
‘business as usual’. Our NGN 
loan has been refinanced at a 
cheaper rate, while we are cur-
rently restructuring the USD 
loan. We are quite optimistic that 
all the indices will get better in 
2017, and there will be overall 
improved performance.

 
Despite the challenges, how 

committed is LafargeHolcim 
to continue to do business in 
Nigeria? 

It is a known fact that we have 
been in business in Nigeria for 
over five decades now. Following 
the backward integration policy 
of the government, our opera-
tions grew from 3 million tonnes 
in 2008 to 8.5 million tonnes in 
2012, with investment of over 
€1 billion. Further investment 

of over $565 million is currently 
being made in the additional 2.5 
million-tonnes capacity cement 
plant in Mfamosing, Calabar, 
Cross River State. The plant will 
be officially commissioned soon. 
With this, we have a combined 
capacity of 10.5 million met-
ric tonnes of cement from our 
operations in Ashaka Cement 
(Gombe State), UniCem in Cross 
River State, WAPCO operations 
in Ogun State and Atlas Cement 
in Rivers State. We have an-
nounced plans and performed a 
groundbreaking ceremony for a 
2.5 million-tonnes expansion in 
plant capacity at Ashaka. In addi-

tion, we are constructing an N11 
billion captive power plant also 
at Ashaka, Gombe State. We are 
the leading ready-mix concrete 
producer through our Lafarge 
Readymix Nigeria operations in 
Lagos, Ewekoro, Abuja, and Port 
Harcourt, with plans to spread to 
other states of Nigeria in the near 
future to contribute innovative 
solutions to the building and 
construction industries. Outside 
the oil and gas and telecommu-
nications industries, LafargeHol-
cim is the largest foreign investor 
in Nigeria.

 
You mentioned the Calabar 

plant which will be commis-
sioned soon. How much eco-
nomic sense does it make to 
bring in capacity to the market 
at a time of recession?

Knowing that today total 
market is impacted by the re-
cession, it looks like it is not 
the perfect timing to bring in 
capacity, but with my experi-
ence in cement I know that the 
right time to bring in capacity is 
at recession time because then 
you’re ready for when the mar-
ket picks up. When you wait 
for the market to restart, then 
you are always late because it 
takes three years to bring up the 
capacity, and then you are three 
years late and you can’t fulfil cus-
tomers’ needs. I’m very happy 
to have this capacity available 
now because I know that when 
market restarts in 2017 or 2018, 
we’re ready to supply 2.5 million 
tonnes more. Of course, as we 
produce more, we buy more local 
materials, do more transport, and 
give more work to local people 
and local communities.

 
Ashakacem, one of your 

operations, is in the process of 
being delisted from the Nige-
rian Stock Exchange. Could this 
be as a result of the economic 
recession?

The delisting of AshakaCem 
is a transaction initiated by its 
Board of Directors. It is not due to 

the current economic recession, 
which we believe is a passing 
phase. There are two reasons. 
Number one is legal. Recent 
evolution of the shareholding 
of AshakaCem has meant that 
today, the free float (tradable 
shares) of the company on the 
NSE is below the minimum 
threshold permissible. Minimum 
free float permissible by the NSE 
listing rule is 20 percent, Ashaka 
currently has 15.03 percent. NSE 
told us a couple of times, ‘Look, 
from the legal point of view, 
you don’t abide by the rules’. 
The directors of the company 
decided to be proactive to launch 
a voluntary delisting rather than 
wait for a regulatory delisting.

Number two is that we want 
to offer Ashaka shareholders a 
wider and better future. First, 
the company will not disap-
pear; the company remains, but 
rather than being shareholders 
of a much smaller company 
with less financial capabilities, 
Ashakacem shareholders are 
offered opportunity to become 
shareholders of Lafarge Africa 
managing both North, South-
West and South-East. 

So, for me, it’s inviting them 
to a much wider story of a much 
more promising and much more 
motivating future. Rather than 
being cornered in a small com-
pany, we are telling them, ‘Give 
me your shares and I give you 
Lafarge Africa shares’, in an 
honestly very attractive deal if 
you look at it from the financial 
point of view. 

For them, the exchange is 
interesting financially and the 
future is much better because 
you sit around a table of a much 
wider community. So, this is 
what we are offering them: be 
part of a better future with more 
opportunities.

 
The media was recently 

awash with news of your recent 
SERAs Awards and the National 
Literacy Competition. What 
is the motivation behind your 
organization’s corporate social 
responsibility?

Our corporate social respon-
sibility is neither philanthropic 
nor ad-hoc, but intrinsic to our 
business strategy with focus 
on the 2030 Plan, stakeholder 
management, community devel-
opment, national CSR projects, 
volunteering, donations, and 
sponsorships. Lafarge Africa’s 
social investment for its host 
communities is needs-based, 
strategic, and highly sustainable. 

Our CSR approach recognizes 
the host communities as strategic 
partners to whom we accord mu-
tual respect, believing that our 
footprints should, in its overall 
assessment, be a blessing to our 
neighbours. 

Lafarge Africa continual-
ly makes investments woven 
around health and safety, eco-
nomic empowerment, educa-
tion, shelter and community 
support as a good corporate 
citizen. Our track records speak 
volumes with several notable 
awards to show for them.

Michel Puchercos
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NB plc using CSR agenda to connect 
positively with society - Vervelde  

N
i g e r i a n 
Breweries 
plc, Nige-
ria’s lead-
i n g  b e v -

erage firm, says it has 
used its corporate social 
responsibility agenda to 
connect positively with 
the society.

Nicolaas Vervelde, 
managing director/
chief executive, NB 
plc, who stated this in 
Umuahia, at the clos-
ing ceremony of the 
7th edition of Nigerian 
Breweries plc/Ridge 
Club Tennis Tourna-
ment, emphasised that 
the tournament is one 

Vervelde, is aimed at en-
hancing the educational 
standards of children in 
support of the efforts of 
the Abia State Govern-
ment.

Vervelde also said 
that education remains 
the most veritable tool to 
develop and transform 
the child for a bright 
future and enhance sus-
tainable development of 
the country.

“Nigerian Breweries 
plc, being a world class 
company recognises 
the importance of edu-
cation for our youths, 
hence our resolve to 
continuously support 
education all over Nige-
ria and Abia in particu-
lar,” he affirmed.
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of the platforms the 
firm uses to relate with 
people, especially its 
host communities and 
expressed the desire of 
his firms to sustain it 
and make it bigger.

As a leading bever-
age company, Vervelde 
said that the NB plc 
remained undaunted 
in the production of 
high quality brands for 
the enjoyment of its 
numerous customers, 
stressing that sponsor-
ing the tournament 
has given the firm, the 
opportunity to demon-
strate its commitment 
towards sports develop-
ment in Abia State.          

Apart from investing 
in sports development, 

NB plc has also done 
well in the development 
of education in Abia 
State, using two of its 
foundations, the Felix 
Ohiwerei Education 
Trust Fund (ETF) and 
the Building a Better 
World (BaBw) project.

The firm recognises 
the importance of edu-
cation in the lives of the 
youth, hence its resolve 
to continuously support 
education all over the 
country and Abia State 
in particular.

Consequently, the 
Nigerian Breweries’ Fe-
lix Ohiwerei Education 
Trust Fund, established 
in 1994, was instituted 
to play an active role 
in funding education, 

research development 
and encourage aca-
demic excellence in the 
country.

Prior to the inaugu-
ration of Ngwa High 
School project, the com-
pany, through the foun-
dation, NB plc had con-
structed and donated 
six classroom block/
library to six schools in 
Abia State.

T h e  b e n e f i t i n g 
Schools are Eziama 
High School, National 
High School, Ahiaba 
High School, Ohuru Pri-
mary School, Constitu-
tion Crescent Primary 
School and Osokwa Sec-
ondary School. 

The Felix Ohiwerei 
Trust Fund, according 

R-L: Femi Gbajabiamila, Majority Leader, House of Representatives; Bola Ajibola, former Minister of Justice and Jurist of World 
Court; Governor Ibikunle Amosun of Ogun state, Sulaiman Lasun Yusuf, Deputy Speaker, House of Representatives and Yetunde 
Onanuga, Deputy Governor, Ogun state at the opening of Retreat on 1999 Constitution Review held in Abeokuta by Special 
National Assembly Ad-Hoc Committee last week. Pic by Razaq Ayinla 

Calcium Fortified Loya 
Milk promotes swimming 
amongst children

I
n a bid to encourage 
swimming amongst 
Secondary School stu-
dents in Nigeria, Loya 

Milk, a premium milk 
brand from the stable of 
Promasidor Nigeria Limited 
on Saturday, 3 December 
2016, organised a swim-
ming competition dubbed 
“Loya Swim Meet” for Sec-
ondary Schools in Lagos 

State where cash prizes of 
over N1, 000,000 (one mil-
lion naira) and other conso-
lation prizes were given to 
participants.

The competition which 
held at the Grange School, 
Harold Shodipo, Ikeja, GRA, 
Lagos, had 10 Secondary 
Schools in attendance with 
five boys and five girls each 
participating in the three 
categories of 25 metres free-
style, 50 metres freestyle 
and 100 metres freestyle 
relay respectively.

Speaking at the event, 
Abiodun Ayodeji, the cat-
egory manager, Dairy, Pro-
masidor Nigeria, said “Loya 

Milk is fortified with 50 per-
cent more calcium which 
helps in building stronger 
bone, tougher teeth and a 
healthy heart”.

“At the heart of this 
brand, is improving the 
well-being of children in 
Nigeria, and this is achieved 
not only by providing the 
best nutrition in Loya Milk 
but also by identifying with 
a sport that promotes this 
promise,” he stated.

Abiodun added “ we 

are aware that swimming 
is a 360-degrees’ sport 
that involves all parts of 
your body, and it helps to 
maintain a healthy weight, 
healthy heart, control your 
muscle and above all, a 
fun exercise for grow-
ing children.” The schools 
that participated in the 
competition were Dowen 
College, Chrisland College, 
Greensprings School, Hali-
field Schools, ST&T Regency 
international school, Su-
preme Education Founda-
tion, Queensland Academy, 
Grace High School, Avi-
cenna International and 
Honeyland College.

 

GODFREY OFURUMAbA

CHINYERE OKEKE

 L-R Former Vice President Atiku Abubakar, new District Head of Jada, Alhaji Umaru Ardo and Governor Umar Jibirilla Bindow of 
Adamawa State during a thank you visit by the new District Head of Jada to the former Vice President, at his Jimeta residence in Yola, 
Adamawa State recently.
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T
his idea of SME 
businesses hav-
ing their CEO as 
the COO, the Chief 

Financial Officer,  the HR 
manager and the only 
signatory, to company ac-
counts must stop if we 
want to compete favour-
ably with the Indians,  
Chinese and the South 
Africans in this economy, 
before our ignorance  leads 
us to being colonised again. 

Have you noticed that 
the whole beverage indus-
try in Nigeria is occupied 
by the Indians and Leba-
nese, (Chi Vita, Chi drinks, 
Fulman drinks, 7up, La 
Casera, etc), same goes for 
banking, telecommunica-
tions, hospitality and hotel, 
retail, cable television, the 
industrial generators busi-
ness, etc (where the South 
Africans have taken foot-
hold). Wherever you look, 
it’s these guys; it’s the Chi-
nese, Indians, Lebanese, 
and South Africans.  Not 
that anybody structur-
ally is promoting this, but 
our lack of basic business 
skills and principles have 
negatively affected our 
competitiveness, more-so 
we are weak at recognising 
opportunities and creating 
mega structures.

 To the business plan- 
details:

 1. Vision and Strategy 

- The VISION is a goal. It is 
not the same as a; STRAT-
EGY. Business STRATEGY 
tells you how a company is 
going to achieve (or main-
tain) its VISION.  This is a 
plan; the tactics are how 
the plan will be executed 
and the VISION is the end-
result.

 Developing Strategy - 
Knowing why you’re doing 
what you’re doing (your 
mission), where you’re 
trying to go (your vision), 
and how you’re going to 
go about it (your values) 
are the glue that holds 
an organisation together.  
It is an essential part to 
building your strategic 
foundation and developing 
a strategy. You preserve 
these elements while your 
strategies and goals change 
and flex with the mar-
ket. You may modify your 
mission, vision, or values 
over time, but the intent 
stays unchanged and you 
will have complete clarity 
when making critical busi-
ness decisions that impact 
your future.

Your mission, vision 
and values can sound 
abstract, esoteric, and 
downright fluffy to a lot 
of people, especially those 
who are burning to move 
forward with a real-world 
project. These people don’t 
want to hang back concep-

Business writing for entrepreneurs (2)
tualising about people’s 
wishes and dreams. Don’t 
let being pragmatic get in 
the way of this important 
stage of building a strong 
foundation of consensus 
for your organisation. If 
you don’t take the time to 
articulate mission, values, 
and vision on the front end 
as you develop a strategy, 
you’ll pay for it later when 
writing goals and objec-
tives without a crystal 
clear strategic direction.

 With your planning 
team established and your 
schedule set, you’re ready 
to move into establish-
ing, or reviewing (if you 
already have these state-
ments), your mission, vi-
sion and values. To effi-
ciently move through this 
phase, don’t confuse mis-
sion and vision. Mission 
is a statement about your 
core purpose, why you 
exist, and is best stated in 
the present tense. Vision 
is a statement about your 
desired state, where you 
want to go, and is best 
stated in the future tense. 
While you might find val-
ues interspersed through-
out both your mission and 
vision, an effective values 
statement clearly delin-
eates the guiding principles 
of your organisation, how 
you want your staff to be-
have and interact. Because 

Okey Onyema
Grace Dominion 
Outreach, Lagos.
No: 08130100850
oke y.onyema@yahoo.
co.uk

ExcEllEnT 
lifEA

nd God said, 
see, I have 
given you 
every herb 

that yields seed which is 
on the face of all the earth, 
and every tree whose fruit 
yield seed; to you it shall be 
for food” (Genesis 1:29 New 
King James Version).

A seed is,  “A small, 
hard object produced by 
plants, from which a new 
plant of the same kind 
grows.”Every fruit or herb 
we enjoy today came as 
a result of the effective 
utilization or planting of 
yesterday’s seed. In God’s 
wealth creation agenda, 
He made sure every plant 

produces seeds of its own 
kind for future repro-
duction.Likewise, in our 
modern day monetary 
economy; any money you 
earned is a seed capital 
that must be invested to 
produce more money.

Earning income and 
consuming all, can be lik-
ened to putting a tomato 
fruit in a blender, and 
crushing both the fruit and 
the seed for consumption 
without setting aside any 
seed for planting. If you 
are gainfully employed 
with a fat income, do not 
be content with your pres-
ent level of income with-
out any further plan on 
how to increase your fu-
ture financial base. If you 
are basking in the eupho-
ria of your present level of 
income without saving for 
future investment or rainy 
day, a little misfortune can 
reduce you to a pauper, be-
cause you ate up both the 
fruit and the seed without 
ploughing back any. You 
can create more wealth 
by investing in areas that 
may not require much of 
your physical attention 
while you are still on paid 
employment.

Sometimes God opens 
doors for us to work un-
der an organisation run 
by either the private or 
public sector; to gather 
as much experience as 
we can, andbuild capital 
through savings and make 
contacts for future income 
streams. Thereafter, He 
expects us to disengage 
from the job and start our 
own business or career 
along the same line of our 
job experience. If you are 
not sensitive enough, you 
may not aspire to break 
out of the comfort zone 
of your present job to try 

something that can en-
hance your social status 
and financial security in 
the future. You may have 
been earmarked by God 
to be a serial entrepreneur 
with a large labour force, 
but here you are, wallow-
ing in complacency as an 
employee over an income 
that is a decimal of the 
wealth you are capable of 
creating in the future.

Don’t be too secured 
in your present employ-
ment. Build capital and 
start your own business 
with the wealth of expe-
rience and contacts you 
have garnered over time 
in your present career.An 
Ibo proverb says, “Tomor-
row is pregnant. Nobody 
knows what it will give 
birth to.”Do not discard 
further opportunities for 
wealth creation, Robert 
Kiyoski says, “It is better 
to create money yourself 
rather than worry about 
a pay rise.”Do not stick 
hopelessly to your com-
fort zone due to fear of 
uncertainty and imagined 
challenges while myriads 
of opportunities to create 
wealth stare at you.THINK 
DIFFERENTLY!Until you 
decide to think differently, 
you may end up with av-
erage, when you are des-
tined to achieve greatness. 
BREAK NEW GROUNDS! 
Until  you break new 
grounds, you can never 
grow to your full height.
It’s time to set your sails 
for new horizons. In the 
words of author and entre-
preneur Robert T. Kiyoski, 
“To live a life dictated by 
the size of a pay cheque is 
not really a life. Thinking 
that a job will make you 
secure is lying to yourself. 
This is the trap I want you 
to avoid.”

God’s wealth 
creation agenda

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.

idEas 

these three statements are 
foundational to an effec-
tive strategic plan, take the 
time you and your team 
need to get them right. 
However, don’t get stuck 
on wordsmithing and lose 
momentum in your strate-
gy development and plan-
ning process; rather focus 
on intent and allow them 
to be drafts until everyone 
is comfortable stamping 
them final.

We would continue 
with this article next week 
as we discuss further, 
however you can contact 
me for business advisory 
services and training - 
send me a message via 
WhatsApp or SMS.

 “Caging God?

T
his was a meditation 
in my heart as I sat 
quietly ruminating 
about God. I looked 
at  the do or and 

thought, a whole lot of times 
we shoot ourselves in the foot 
about the way we expect him 
to come through for us. The 
only way we expect people to 
come into our house is through 
the door. Also every messenger 
of good comes through the 
door. If anyone comes through 
the roof or window, then most 
likely the person is a thief who 
has come to rob us. This is the 
human way of thinking, and 
we have also applied it in deal-
ing with God.  

Many times we attach no 
iota of spirituality to the person 
of God. Our idea of his answer 
to us is unidirectional, that is, 
he must come through the door 
otherwise we cannot receive 

anything. You will bear me 
witness that as Spiritual beings 
having earth-cloth (body), we 
tend to forget that God is not 
like us in the way we see our-
selves physically. 

Most of what we see all the 
time with man is limitations. 
This makes it easy for us to put 
God in a cage thereby short-
changing ourselves, thinking 
God is man. Ever wondered 
why men or women that are 
married have issues with one 
another? It is because the reali-
ties of their personalities are so 
real to them that they forget 
they are dealing with someone 
opposite to them in make-up 
and character. Men thought 
they are dealing with men in 
marriage so their reaction is 
manly and vice versa with 
women. 

In the same vein we as 
woman and man deal with 
God and expect from God as 
though He is man. Our focus 
and attention is fixated in one 
way never realising that God 
Almighty is not in the class of 
any man. Our understanding 
about the size, the depth and 
height of God opens us up to 
possibilities in God and how he 
is illimitable.  For example, we 
suddenly give up hope because 

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org

we thought the only way we 
can be blessed is by that busi-
ness we have been doing year 
in year out, or that profession 
that took us years to bag the 
degree. 

We expect Him to hap-
pen for us in that which we 
are trained in; who says it is 
only one way that God has to 
visit you in your life? We are 
so conditioned that we do not 
even recognise opportunities 
right in front of us. Except we 
open ourselves up to the mul-
tidimensional ways by which 
God operates and believe in it, 
we remain limited. While you 
are focused and diligent at what 
you are doing never cage God 
in your mind, be open-minded 
and be expectant. The Scripture 
says: “The expectations of the 
righteous shall not be cut short”. 

The year is coming to an end 
already and we can easily con-
clude that nothing good could 
come out of the remaining part 
of the year. That because God 
did not happen for us from 
January till December, it is of 
no use to believe He would 
do anything for us anymore. 
We think God is like man, that 
achievement, accomplishments 
will take him years and months. 
When thoughts like these per-

vade our heart and we believe 
them we shut off the flow of 
the power of God to operate in 
our lives or situations. History is 
replete with monstrous, multi-
sided, demonstrative power of 
God in the lives of his people.

This is how we cage God 
into our own mold. It is very 
easy for us to think that God, 
our Father is like man, behaves 
like man and acts like man. The 
concept of God to us is physical 
and nothing but physical. Little 
wonder we get little or no result 
from Him. Many declarations 
have been made by God to let 
us know who He is, His modus 
operandi. 

He equally told us also the 
easiest route to take to have 
untold result. He said he is not 
a man, but we act like He is and 
expect Him to answer us that 
way. There is nothing spiritual 
in the way we expect him to 
answer us. Every time people 
have result in the marketplace, 
it is because they are exposed to 
truth about God being spiritual.

I prophesy that the remain-
ing days of this year for you is 
crowned with God’s goodness 
and your path drips with God’s 
fatness in Jesus name.

Remain blessed.

spiriTonomics
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Ensuring food safety during festive seasons

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media
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Ayo Oyoze Baje

Food & 
Beverages 

It’s Season’s housing ‘bumpa’ again! (2)
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T
he finishing is exquisite. 
The floor is polished vitri-
fied tiles and the ceiling 
finished with suspended, 

with a compliment of PVC Ceil-
ing for the outside surroundings. 
These houses are ready-to-pack-in. 
what amazed me most is that this 
apartment goes for Four Million, 
Five Hundred Thousand Naira 
only. Now, this; all you need to 

I
n spite of the biting economic 
recession, several families 
will still prepare tons of food 
during the festive season of 
Christmas and New Year 

activities. What makes it even 
more important is the cooking 
of large volumes of sundry food 
items. Therefore, extreme care has 
to be taken to ensure food safety as 
grievous mistakes could be made 
in post-harvest food handling.

The surest way to do this is 
to effectively monitor  all the 
stages right from the reception 
of raw materials, strict selection 
of wholesome food items, proper 
storage of raw materials, adherence 
to internationally accepted  
standards of  cooking/processing, 
packaging, preservation of 
both intermediate and finished 
products till they are served. The 
irony is that the food prepared for 
human consumption also serves 
as a fertile breeding ground for 
disease-causing micro-organisms 
to thrive.

These include coliform bacteria, 

salmonellae, the dangerous duo 
of Staphylococcus aureus and 
Clostridium botulinum. Others 
are vibro cholera, Eschericha coli, 
Baccilus  circus, yeasts and moulds. 
There should be proper storage 
and selection to eliminate these 
pathogens right from the raw 
materials stage.

Failure to do this could lead to 
disastrous consequences of food 
poisoning. The symptoms include 
vomiting, dizziness, diarrhea, 
head ache, shivering, chest pain, 
suffocation and sometimes death. 
Yet, all these are clearly avoidable, 
with sustained food handling 
practices. Even fresh fruits and 
vegetables need to be washed 
well using clean water. But avoid 
too much squeezing which could 
lead to loss of vital vitamins.  Use 
of damaged fruits like broken 
tomatoes, wilted and yellow, leafy 
vegetables should be avoided. 
If not used immediately. There 
should be good storage facilities 
for high moisture foods like 
fruits and vegetables. Diseased, 
mouldy or spotty fruits should 
be discarded. Generally, during 
storage there should be protection 
from environmental factors such 
as dust, microbes, sun, wind, 
smoke, poisonous gases from 
exhaust pipes of vehicles and also 
insecticides.

Additionally, attack from pests 
such as rodents, cockroaches, birds 
and insects should be prevented. 
And no matter the amount of 
food being prepared the selection 
of fresh, healthy food materials 
should b e given ade quate 
attention. The contaminated and 
diseased raw materials should be 
kept far away from the good ones. 
This would reduce the spread of 
pathogenic microbes.

Refrigerators and deep freezers 
are needed. Freezing is considered 
an effective method for preserving 
beef, poultry, fish, milk and of 
course the famed Christmas 
turkey. It kills three quarters of 
all known bacteria and stops the 
growth of fungi. It inactivates most 
microbes by keeping them in the 
lag phase.

However, it should be noted 
that the dangerous bacterium 
Staphylococcus aureus which 
c a u s e s  fo o d  p o i s o n i n g  i s 
a psychrophile. It may not be 
drastically affected even by 
refrigeration as it grows between 
6.8o C  to 8oC, produces toxins 
and because it is found in the 
throat and nostrils of human 
beings food handlers, especially 
cooks and those serving food must 
avoid spitting, coughing and nose 
picking.

In the absence of refrigerators, 
foods can be kept under chilling 
temperatures of between 0oC and 
15oC. It prevents the deterioration 
of foods by reducing such bio-
chemical reactions like autolysis in 
fish, loss of nutrients and moisture, 
aging in beef and cheese. Onions, 
apples and tomatoes which respire 
slowly have been found to keep 
well within this temperature 
range. Beans could be kept in deep 
freezers for 48 hours, removed and 
stored dry. Such beans remain safe 
for consumption for upward of 
three months. Do not eat or cook 
frozen meat that smells bad.

During storage, care must 
be taken to preserve food stuffs 
from being contaminated with 
insecticides. Cooking utensils, 
cooked and uncooked food should 
be kept away before the spraying 
with insecticides. Doors and 
windows should be opened to 

allow in fresh air. This reduces the 
concentration of the insecticide, 
rat poison, smoke repellents and 
other pesticides used.

Cooking should not be done in 
a hurry because it is the festival 
time. Inadequate time-and-
temperature relationship during 
cooking could leave poisonous 
microbes in foods such as rice, 
chicken, meat-pie, dough-nut, 
scotch eggs, sandwiches and 
hamburgers. Avoid meat that 
turns pinkish in the middle after 
cooking. Since much rice would 
be cooked avoid cooked rice left 
at room temperature for more 
than two hours. It could easily be 
contaminated. Heat to 87.5oC and 
refrigerate. Canned foods should 
be warmed in oil, not water. Avoid 
tinned tomato with black, rusty 
ring as they may be contaminated.

For this festival period, foods 
like milk, ice cream, beer, wine and 
fruit juices should be pasteurized 
before refrigeration. Pasteurization 
means subjecting them to specific 
temperatures less than 100oC at 
pressure of one atmosphere. For 
instance, beer can be pasteurized 
at 60oC for 30 minutes, and wine 
at between 82oC to 86oC for 1 
minute. The aim is to destroy the 
vegetative cells of bacteria, moulds 
and yeasts, as well as enzymes.

For the consumers to gain 
nutrients maximally from the 
food prepared, do not soak fish, 
meat, poultry for too long in water 
while washing. Do not cook with 
much potash, called Kaun as it 
destroys Vitamins B and C.  Do not 
bleach palm oil so that its vitamin 
A content is retained. Heat the 
food prepared but do not burn as 
it produces poisonous chemicals. 
Meat bought from the open 
market could be contaminated 

with bacteria. Cook meat till it 
turns brownish or pinkish-brown.

The Kitchen where the food 
is prepared should be spotlessly 
clean, and well- ventilated to 
allow for escape of greasy, smoky 
air while fresh air comes in. The 
table tops, draining boards and all 
containers should be easy to clean. 
There should be constant supply 
of clean drinking pre-treated 
water, and enough hot water 
to wash utensils and cooking 
equipment.

Waste paper basket containing 
remnants which flies could feed 
upon and transfer to the food 
being prepared should be kept 
away from the kitchen and 
emptied regularly. Contaminated 
water, nylon or leaves used to 
wrap or package zobo, kunu, pure 
water, moi-moin have been found 
to be sources of coli form bacteria. 
Therefore, home makers should 
avoid the temptation to use water 
from questionable sources. Even 
after using soapy water to wash 
dishes it is still necessary to wash 
them thoroughly using hot water 
and drained. Do not use unwashed 
plates to serve food because you 
are in a hurry to satisfy many 
people during this festival season.

Also, the hygiene of those who 
prepare the food we eat is of utmost 
importance; now and always. Do        
not be tempted to over eat at this 
festive season. Instead of taking 
coffee and cola-based drinks along 
with food, drink vitamin A, C-and-
fiber-rich fruits like oranges, lime, 
pineapples, pawpaw as well as 
nuts to avoid constipation. ENJOY 
YOUR FESTIVALS

take your keys into this ready-to-
pack-in apartment is just a down 
payment of TEN PERCENT of this 
value and spread the rest for as 
long as TWENTY-FIVE YEARS 
on a Federal Mortgage Bank of 
Nigeria’s package. Does this not 
sound unbelievable? But it is real. 
When I went into the Estate to see 
for myself, I saw the place bubbling 
with life as families of both low and 
middle income classes have already 
settled down; savoring the serenity 
of the cozy environment with state-
of-the-art security arrangement. 
In fact, gaining entrance into the 
Estate a few days latter, even in my 
capacity was almost as difficult as 
biblical head of camel and needle 
analogy.

For you to buy one and get one 
free would actually require you to 
pay fully for one. For this, you just 
require ten or twenty percent of the 
value of your choice apartment to 
take possession for immediate oc-
cupation. A resident in this same 
estate relayed his unsavory experi-

ence in the hands of the notorious 
‘omon-onile’ to me. He recounted 
with nostalgia how his land with a 
partly completed three bedrooms 
apartment was sold to a willing 
buyer who built a six-bedroom du-
plex on it in less than three months. 
He said the SIM Package took him 
away from the humiliation that 
horrible experience had catapulted 
him into. ‘Now, I pay only a paltry 
Twenty-five Thousand Naira to 
service this palatial apartment 
monthly and in just about ten 
years, I would have finished pay-
ing. I never believed it when I first 
of all saw their advert on Silverbird 
television till a colleague who ac-
cessed a three-bedroom bungalow 
here practically forced me into it. 
Am forever grateful to this com-
pany and Federal Mortgage Bank 
of Nigeria, FMBN’, he remarked. He 
was the one that now conveyed us 
round the huge estate that is ex-
pected to house about five thousand 
housing units when finally done. 
Another resident told me how he 

had to ploy his almost life savings 
back into business after paying just 
twenty percent for a three bed-
room full detached apartment from 
the savings he was actually hop-
ing to expend in building a three 
bedroom flat in a less prestigious 
and less secured neighborhood. In 
the words of Mr. Ahonsi Simeon, 
a Professor of Housing and Urban 
development who is the CEO of SIM 
Group, every Nigerian can afford a 
house in our Estate no matter how 
little he earns. I can say, by what 
I have seen, It is true. Is this not a 
better package than ‘buy-one-get-
one-free’?

I have to dwell extensively on 
this to satisfy the curiosity of my 
teaming readers who are desirous 
of various housing offers. Now, 
we are in a season when accessing 
Housing is not through tears again. 
In fact, the CEO of SIM Group told 
me that this offer is not limited to 
the season alone. The company 
has actually decided to adopt it as 
an ongoing concern. So, while the 
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wait, take a dash and be a proud 
house-owner now through Mort-
gage. He also told me in confidence 
that the requirements in addition 
to the meager deposit are as simple 
as A,B,C. He said the company 
also goes out of her way to give 
administrative support to those 
who may not be qualified at the 
spot without keeping them on the 
waiting list once they meet the af-
fordability test. This is a great time 
for Nigerians.

…to be continued next week



BrandsOnSunday
SPOTLIGHTING BRAND VALUE

G
ionee, Chinese phone 
manufacturer which 
says it plans to increase 
its investment in Nige-

ria to about $12 million dollars 
in 2017 has partnered Etisalat to 
launch a new phone called M6  
in to the Nigerian market.

 The 5.5 Inches FHD display  
phone is a new technology 
which offers speed, security 
and long battery life. The brand 
owners described it as ‘Grand 
Master’. It has 5000AMH bat-
tery.

 “Gionee drive to provide ex-
tra- security for Smartphone is 
not entirely altruistic one - part 
of this direction is to distinguish 
the M6 from the flood of new 
Android phones in the mar-
ket, many of which are very 
excellent devices, but for those  
consumers who really are con-
stantly concerned about the 
threat of cybercrime, Gionee 
will ease the concerns” says 
Shomoye Habib, Gionee’s mar-
keting manager in Nigeria.

Gionee partners Etisalat to unveil speed, long lasting battery phone
the highest priority with its 
newest Smartphone, M6”.

 The company partnered  Eti-
salat 4 G LTE to enhance speed 
and  to allow consumers enjoy 
efficient broadband internet 
and uninterrupted connectiv-
ity to increase access to online 
streaming and ultra-high defi-
nition videos.

 Etisalat has launched mo-
bile 4 G Long Term Evolution 
service in the Nigerian mar-
ket which offers consumers 
increased access to high speed 
data and quality voice services 
real time.

 “Our customers do not have 
to go through the inconve-
nience of executing a SIM swap 
before they can enjoy 4G LTE 
since all Etisalat SIMs are al-
ready LTE enabled.

 Habib further said that the 
internal memory of the slim 
phone is 64GB ROM which can 
store more files, music, games 
and movies. It is also has finger 

C
ross River State is 
set again this year 
for the climax of 
the global Calabar 
Carnival, regarded 

as Africa’s Biggest Street Party 
which has hosted 17 million 
visitors since 2004 when it 
started, the organizers said. 
This year has the theme, ‘Cli-
mate Change’.

 Already, many top brands 
in various sectors such as 
MTN, Airtel, DStv, First Bank, 
UBA, Nigerian Breweries, 
Coke, Dangote and Lafarge 
and others have thrown their 
weight behind the carnival 
which has over its 13 years pe-
riod created a unique tourism 
identity for Cross River State 
among the Nigerian states.

 Gabe Onah, Chairman Car-
nival Calabar told Business-
Day in Lagos that the biggest 
street party has not only cre-
ated tourism destination trac-
tion to Cross River State but he 
described the annual event as 
playing a unification role.

 This year, about 20 coun-
tries are participating in the 
cultural event designed to en-
tertain millions of spectators 
within and outside the State. 
Gabe said the organizers have 
already received responses 
from 18 countries.  Other 
countries including Egypt and 
Ghana have also invited the 
organizers of the street party 
to perform in their countries.

 He said that the Festival 
would also perform in Ow-
erri, the Imo State capital on 
December 21 this year on the 
invitation of the Imo State 
governor.

 Recounting the successes 
of the carnival, Gabe further 
said that the event has boost-
ed the internal generated 
revenue of Cross River State 
up to 57 percent and created 
employment. “We are fighting 

crime and hunger through the 
festival. Today, the costume 
industry and others are boom-
ing due to the festival. Imagine 
many photographers being 
engaged and many people will 
sell their goods during the pe-
riod”

 He declared that by 2020, 
the carnival which starts on 
December 1 and snow- balls 
to December 31 would be pri-
vate sector driven. “This is an 
opportunity for players in the 
private sector to key in to the 
global Carnival and Africa’s 
largest street party”. He said 
that brands are looking for 
brand building opportunity 
and engagement with con-
sumers stating that the Carni-
val has the crowd, viewership 
across African and it spans for 
a month. According to him, 
the annual Carnival which 
has been sustained by suc-
ceeding governors presents a 
perfect platform for brand vis-
ibility and  for consumer and 
market awareness

 Also speaking on the Car-
nival which has boosted the 
cultural mosaic of Cross River 
State, special adviser to the 
governor of the state, Ken Ak-
lah who said that the state is 
fully prepared for the Carnival 
declared that State would light 
up the city tomorrow, Mon-
day while arrangements have 
been concluded  for Nikon of 
Japan to hold  training session 
with some youth.  He also said 
that it is a marketing opportu-

nity for the global organiza-
tion.

 During the Carnival period, 
the organizers have designed 
a programme called “Calabar 
got Talents” where some in-
dividuals with unique talents 
would be discovered and pro-
moted.  Other attractions are 
family feast and food festival.  
According to him,  universities 
are given opportunity to inter-
pret the Climate Change dur-
ing the second street parade 
billed for  December 26 while 
the main street party would 
hold on December 27 with 
international festival holding 
the following day.

 Rosemary Archibong, 
Commissioner for Informa-
tion who represented the 
Governor, Ben Ayade at the 
unveiling of the activities 

Calabar set for Africa’s biggest 
annual street party

print scanner on the home but-
ton. “Having the sensor at the 
front allows for much faster un-
locking and safer use”

 Mid this year, the multina-
tional company introduced 
S6 s Selfie flash feature phone 
which enables users to take 
good picture in the night. The 
Gionee S6s has 13-megapixel 
primary camera on the rear and 
a 8-megapixel front shooter for 
selfies. The product runs on An-
droid 6.0 and according to the 
CEO of the company in Nigeria, 
Chen Lei, Gionee S6s is powered 
by a 3150mAh non removable 
battery.

 “ We have found out that the 
need of Nigerian consumers is 
Selfie but the most important 
thing is they rarely take picture 
at night but with this device, 
even in the dark, the pictures 
will be clear. With the Selfie 
phone flash, user can still have 
the best lightening effect in the 
picture”, Shomoye said then.
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for the Carnival in Lagos said 
the state is prepared for ad-
equate security and logistics 
for the Carnival which the 
governor is personally com-
mitted to. 

She recalled that the Carni-
val which stated in 2004 has 
come a long way. It started  
when the then Governor of 
Cross River State, Donald Duke 
had a vision of making  Cross 
River State the hub for tourism 
and hospitality in Nigeria and 
in Africa.

 Earlier, a former Senator, 
Florence Ita-Giwa and wife 
of the former governor of 
Cross Rivers, Owanari Duke  
and other stakeholders have 
drummed more support for 
the hosting of the 2016 Edition 
of Calabar festival holding De-
cember.

Ita-Giwa who spoke during 
a pre-carnival masque party 
held at Eko Hotel, Lagos organ-
ised by OKHMA Global Lim-
ited – a marketing consulting 
firm based in Lagos and the 
Lead Marketing Company for 
the carnival, said the 2016 edi-
tion of the festival would bring 
a fresh offering for tourists 
across the globe.

She said the festival which 
has gone beyond a mere tour-
ism festival where people 
come to dance has become a 
platform to address develop-
mental issues such as climate 
change among others.

She said the festival has 
become intellectual engag-
ing, provide an opportunity 
to show efforts of the govern-
ment to look beyond oil and 
sell Calabar to the world.

 He said at the unveiling of 
the product in Lagos recently 
that for the Smartphone world, 
it is the best of times as it is the 
time of bests. “The Gionee M6 is 
a fresh evolution of the Gionee 
species that promises to raise 
the smartphone experience to 
newborn dimensions with a 
powerful battery, security chips 
and speed”

 The security features allow 
a user to block access to his/her 
confidential files on the phone 
to unauthorized users. The fea-
tures also enable the owner of 

the phone to know what some-
body else who borrowed the 
phone said and did with it.

 Habib said that as 
Smarphones increasingly be-
come integral part of consumer 
lives, the importance of mobile 
security grows increasingly 
paramount. “Think about how 
much of our life is stored in that 
little device - private conversa-
tions and photos with loved 
ones, financial and employment 
information, detailed records 
of our daily habits. That is why 
Gionee makes mobile security 

DaniEl Obi
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How to lower your mobile data usage
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W
ith “Unlimited 
Data” plans being 
almost a thing 
of the past, most 
cell phone own-

ers have an imposed data limit. 
Increasingly sophisticated phones 
and data-hungry applications also 
make it easier than ever to blow 
through your cellphone plan’s 
data cap…and incur expensive mo-
bile data charges. 

Few short years ago it would 
have been almost unheard of to 
blow through multiple GB of mobile 
data. Now apps have ballooned in 
size, and with streaming music and 
video becoming more popular, it is 
easy to burn through your data cap 
in a matter of days. 

Sure, you could pay more for a 
bigger plan, but who wants to do 
that? So, read on as I show you some 
tips to reduce your data consump-
tion (and keep an eye on it).

Turn Off Mobile Data When 
Not in Use

There are times when you do not 
use your phone a certain period of 
time, like while you are driving or 
sleeping or you are in a meeting. All 
you have to do is, go to the notifica-
tion panel on your android phone 
and turn the mobile data option off. 
For iOS users, go to Settings > Cel-
lular> Cellular Data and select off.

You can turn the mobile data 
off to avoid excessive data usage 
at these times, in case you are not 
expecting an urgent e-mail, which 
you will not be able to check, if you 
are not connected or online.

Disable auto-updates
If you own an Android phone, 

go to Google Play Store > Settings > 
Auto-Update apps and select ‘Auto-
update apps over Wi-Fi only’. This 
way, your phone will wait until 
your connected to a Wi-Fi network 
before it updates your apps.

iPhone Wi-Fi assist
iOS devices such as iPhones have 

a setting called Wi-Fi assist, below 
the list of apps in the Mobile Data 
menu, which uses mobile data 
when you do not have a strong 
Wi-Fi connection. This is useful if 
you have an unreliable network or 
regularly use Wi-Fi hotspots, but 
you could be streaming a movie 
or downloading an app thinking 
you are on Wi-Fi, but in fact using 

up your precious data allowance. 
Better safe than sorry, so make 
sure Wi-Fi Assist is disabled.

Restrict Background Data
Enabling  Restrict background 

data can significantly reduce your 
data usage. There are apps that 
run in the background and eat up 
your mobile data without you even 
knowing. In the more recent ver-
sions of Android like the Ice-Cream-
Sandwich and the later versions, 
you can actually check which apps 
are using how much data by going 
to the Data Usage option in settings 
and clicking on an individual app 
listed there. Take a deep breath 
and look at the numbers beside 
the pie chart. The number next to 
“Foreground” relates to the data 
used while you are actually using 
the app and the number beside 
“Background” tells you about the 
amount of data used while the app 
ran in the background.

You can check these stats for 
individual apps and if you observe 
that a particular app is using more 
data than you would like it to while 
running in the background, you can 
go to where it says ‘Restrict back-
ground data’ and put a check in the 
box next to it.

Download Large Files Over Wi-
Fi Only

Unless absolutely necessary, you 
should abstain from downloading 

large files like songs and videos 
while using mobile data. Rather 
you should save such files for down-
loading at a later time when you 
are connected to a Wi-Fi network. 
It sounds pretty obvious, but try 
to use Wi-Fi whenever possible. 
Whether you are connected to the 
home or office Wi-Fi or making 
use of a hotspot, you should take 
advantage of any chance you get 
to use Wi-Fi instead of your mobile 
data. You would be doing yourself a 
favor in doing so and it would go a 
long way in preventing over usage 
of mobile data.

Cache and Preload Heavy Con-
tent

People are becoming more and 
more particular about their mobile 
data usage on their android phones. 
As a result a lot of apps have started 
offering caching and let you down-
load data over Wi-Fi at an earlier 
time and makes it available at a 
later time when you are offline or 
are using mobile data. Spotify and 
YouTube are two such apps that 
lets download playlists or videos on 
your watch it later list.

Most of the apps that use huge 
amounts of data, offer preloading, 
the only thing you should know 
is to look at the right place to find 
it. You can easily go into the set-
tings menu and find it for apps like 
YouTube on most of the android 

phones using Android Ice-Cream-
Sandwich or later versions. This 
could save you large chunks of 
mobile data and may help reduce 
your monthly mobile data usage 
and could lead to tons of savings in 
the long run.

Keep a Tab on Data Usage
Android offers you an option to 

keep a track of your mobile or cel-
lular data usage. It indeed is a boon 
in disguise. Through the Data Us-
age option you can actually track 
your usage and see which app used 
how much data. It also allows you 
to set up a limit on your data usage 
and warnings when the data usage 
reaches a certain pre-determined 
stage. You could configure your 
android phone in such a way to so 
as to warn you when your data us-
age has reached its 80% limit and 
completely turn the mobile data off 
when it reaches 100%. Although, 
the data usage option on your an-
droid phone may account for data 
in a different manner than your 
cellular operator, it still keeps you 
aware of your approximate data 
usage and prevents over shooting 
your limit.

Can you think of other ways of 
lowering mobile data usage? Let me 
know, by sending an email to 

mike@businessdayonline.com

TechCulture
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...Says, ‘Nigeria’s vicissitude is only temporary’

Kumuyi pulses from nationwide 
outreaches for December retreat

T
he General Superintendent 
of Deeper Christian Life 
Ministry (DCLM), Pastor Wil-
liam F. Kumuyi, has pulsed 
from his national outreaches, 

which have taken him to almost all the 
states of the Federation, for the Decem-
ber Retreat, which the leadership says 
will be unprecedented in the history of 
the church.

The 75-year-old man, with his 71-
year old wife, Esther, had, since the be-
ginning of this year, undertaken what 
was described in some quarters as peer-
less outreaches, which, sometimes, had 
propelled him to embark on a six-hour 
journey by road.

The cleric himself has declared that 
such exploits would continue until his 
strength and health could no longer 
carry him.

The explanation, which Kumuyi 
could offer about his unprecedented 
outreaches in states and regions that 
had recorded many signs and wonders, 
was that it was to keep faith with the 
command by “our Lord Jesus Christ to 
go into all the world and preach the 
gospel,” lamenting that the “world has 
become increasingly evil and people 
are also increasingly giving themselves 
to all manner of evil,” which would only 
need Christ’s solution.

This year’s December Retreat of the 
Church, tagged, “Power for the present 
hour,” scheduled between December 23 
and 26 and to hold not only in Nigeria, 
but also in the United Kingdom, United 
States of America and other parts of the 
world where the church has presence, 
is being taken more seriously. Kumuyi, 
at a recent Monday Bible Study, en-
couraged all members to participate in 
promoting the event, stating that “God 
himself wants us to promote it and 
share the good news, so that souls may 
be saved and brought to Christ.”

For the four-day retreat, Ku-
muyi, who would minister from the 
Deeper Life Conference Centre, Km 
42, Lagos-Ibadan Expressway, said 
that God would pour out His abun-
dant blessings upon all participants 

as they open their hearts during the 
programme.

He said: “He (God) never calls people 
to Himself only to send them away 
empty-handed. He is a loving Father 

and cares about our every need. If we 
humble ourselves before Him and by 
prayer hold on to His promises, He will 
increase our benefits from the retreat.”

A leader in the Church said: “One re-
markable thing about this man at 75 is 
that he travels essentially by road. He 
takes the entire country by zone. He 
visits one zone after the other. And he 
crisscrosses the entire zone by road, ab-
solutely, and most often, covers the en-
tire zone, no matter how diverse, in four 
days (by road), even the crisis-prone 
North East. At least, he has been there 
two times this year apart from Borno 
State.”

“And leaders from various segments 
of society are always clamouring for 
his visitations- Churches, organisations, 
even those of Islamic faith, traditional 
rulers, those in the business community 
and others regularly clamour for him 
to preach the word of God to them, and 
God has been blessing such visitations 
with signs and wonders, too numerous 
to recount.”

“Let’s state one for example,” the lead-
er continued, “When Pastor Kumuyi 
went to Adamawa State, some cripples 
who were riding on (roller) skates went 

to see him. Somehow, they took the se-
curity details unawares. They asked the 
Pastor to pray for them. And after the 
prayer, they rose to their feet and began 
to walk. All of them.”

Akwa Ibom State Governor, Em-
manuel Udom, for instance, who vis-
ited Deeper Life Bible Church in Lagos 
recently, said: “He (Kumuyi) visited us 
in the state and God really used him. 
When we were at the stadium, he has 
finished praying and by the time he 
dropped the microphone, I said, ‘Daddy, 
see people carrying their wheelchairs’. 
In fact, it was wonder of miracles.”

In Nasarawa State, where he had a 
three-day crusade, Kumuyi, while as-
suring that the nation would overcome 
its present predicaments, urged Nige-
rians to continue to pray and cultivate 
the habit of tolerating one another ir-
respective of cultural or political affili-
ation.

He said: “Prayers for our country are 
working, though they may be slow by 
human understanding, and I assure 
you of change in the near future. We 
must continue to teach ourselves how 
to be tolerant of one another because 
it is an attribute; and so, we must make 
conscious effort to be tolerant of one an-
other.”

Not only that he preaches the gos-
pel, he also seeks the unity of the body 
of Christ; he carries along the Christian 
Association of Nigeria (CAN) and the 
Pentecostal Fellowship of Nigeria (PFN) 
wherever he goes.

Kumuyi, however, works with the 
conviction that there would not be any 
meaningful socio-economic revival in 
the country without the citizens first 
realising the place of God in human 
realm, having God as their creator and 
the meaning of God being present in 
their lives.

He has repeatedly expressed his 
belief about the Nigeria enterprise, 
urging citizens to believe in the same 
enterprise, saying to all those who 
care to listen that “Our vicissitude as 
a nation is only temporary” and that 
we should have “unflagging thought 
and confidence in God”, believing 
that those things will eventually fade 
away.

“Earlier in the year, the man of God 
had said to his congregants that this will 
be the best year for them as individuals 
and for the Church as collective. Going 
by the way he is moving, there’s noth-
ing in the horizon to suggest that he 
is about to slow down even as he ad-
vances in age; it is like the older he be-
comes, the more renewed his strength 
becomes, and his wife, Esther also, who 
is 71,” said the leader, who is one of the 
confidants of the pastor.

It was also gathered that after the re-
treat, Kumuyi will take a few days of re-
spite and then commences the Church’s 
Leadership Strategy Congress, “which is 
an annual converge of all leaders in the 
highest cadre of the Church, for retrain-
ing, refocusing and renewal. Thereafter, 
the man of God will be on the move 
again, as he always says, to occupy until 
the Master returns.”

Pastor Godfrey Emmanuel, host pastor El-Shaddai Bible Church, Omole Phase 2, conducting a special Christmas 
rendition by the church members at the Carol service



O
ne of the most 
difficult things to 
think about in life 
is one’s regrets. I 
made a mistake I 

regret and I’ll continue to regret 
that mistake until the earth 
stops turning.

My name is Anna Samuel. 
I’m the second child in a fam-
ily of five children. Born on the 
5th of May 1987, I grew up in a 
Christian home where my sib-
lings and I were taught never 
to compromise on our values.

I attended the best primary 
school and secondary in town 
because my Dad knew the 
importance of giving children 
the best education. He always 
said that was all he owed us 
and I never made him feel he 
was putting his money inside a 
pocket with a hole because my 
results in school were always 
exceptionally good.

After my primary school, 
my Dad felt boarding school 
would do me a whole lot of 
good but my days as a board-
ing school student did not last 
long. My Dad withdrew me 
from school the moment he 
learnt that men had the habit 
of sneaking into female hostels 
to spend some time with their 
girlfriends. My Dad feared that 
the men would get bored of 
their female friends one day 
and decide to feast on his pre-
cious daughter.

We had this curfew hours 
that was okay at some point 
but became quite annoying 
when I became a full blown 
adult. Once it was 6pm and you 
were outside, my Dad would 
lock the gate. He locked my el-
der brother out once and later 
let him in only to whip the hell 
out of him.

I applied to study Electrical 
and Electronics Engineering 
at the University of Benin and 
was offered admission. The 
night before I left for the uni-
versity, my parents summoned 
me to their room. It was kind of 
a ritual my parents engaged in 
before releasing their children 
to the world.

Immediately I sat down, my 
Mum began, “We have done 
the best we can for you all 
these years and we would nev-
er stop doing that but you must 
not disappoint us. You must 
realize that you have younger 
ones who are looking up to 
you. One wrong step from you 
and you might end up ruining 
their lives as well. So, you see 
why you must be very careful? 
Your life is the only bible they 
are reading right now.”

My Dad just sat staring into 
space. I tried to imagine what 
he was thinking about but that 
was pretty difficult because his 
face was expressionless. Could 

he be thinking of someone to 
assign the job of monitoring his 
daughter to see that she does 
not derail? 

My Mum went on saying 
that I have to comport myself 
very well in school and never 
on any account should I forget 
where I was coming from or 
decide to throw away all I’ve 
learnt from them over the 
years. She paused and looked 
at me as if she was expecting to 
get a response from me.

When my Dad was sure his 
wife was done talking, he clear 
his throat and said, “Most girls 
from good homes get into the 
university and turn into wild 
animals. It’s heartbreaking; I 
don’t want you to be like one 
of them. We will do our best to 
provide everything you need 
but you must promise us that 
you’ll remain chaste.”

It was his time to stare at 
me and his gaze lingered lon-
ger than necessary and then 
he said in a loud voice, “Stay 
away from men! You don’t 
need them for now until you’re 
done with school. If you must 
keep female friends, as usual, 
your mum and I must be in 
the know.”

He continued dishing out 
more pieces of advice and my 
mum interjected from time to 
time. I kept giving them a nod 
until I felt my head was going 
to fall off. I also told them that 
I had no plans of walking away 
from all they have taught me 

as they remain my guiding 
principles in life.

As I sat there listening to my 
parents, all I wanted to do was 
sleep and look fresh for tomor-
row, not get to school with dark 
circles round my eyes. I was 
tired of being caged like a dog, 
and I needed a breath of fresh 
air. Not that I wanted to go wild 
as my father said, I just wanted 
some space. When they were 
done with the ‘advisory sec-
tion’, my mum prayed for me 
and I retired to bed.

Life in the university was 
fun as I expected and I loved 
the freedom but I never for 
once abused it. I adopted the 
triangular movement as my 
Dad advised-- From the hostel 
to the lecture hall, from the 
lecture hall to church for fel-
lowship and back to the hostel. 
I cooked my meals by myself so 
there was no need to dine out.

I met the good, bad and 
ugliest people but as always, I 
choose the good over the rest. 
I channeled all my energy on 
my academics and my grades 
always showed how hard I 
studied because I kept topping 
my class.

I applied for six months in-
ternship in an oil and gas firm 
in Delta State and was called to 
resume training. It was during 
my industrial training that I 
met Jolomi and before long, we 
became almost inseparable. His 
brilliance and infectious smile 
were his unique selling point 

and I was sold.
Six months later, I went back 

to the classroom but Jolomi and 
I kept in touch. He would visit 
during the weekends and the 
more time we spent together, 
the more the bond became 
stronger.

Done with school and ready 
to travel back to Lagos, Jolomi 
requested we see. He picked 
me up from the park and drove 
straight to a nice restaurant 
where to my amazement, he 
proposed to me.

He suggested I come see his 
sister who was living with him 
and also see my future home. 
When we got to his apart-
ment, his sister was not back 
and before she could get home, 
the unexpected happened and 
that alone ruined the entire 
day for me.

It took me two months to 
realise the exact mess I’d got-
ten myself into. When a test 
confirmed my fears, I quickly 
notified Jolomi. I lied to my 
Dad about school clearance 
and travelled straight to Delta 
State.

Jolomi and I decided that 
the best way to hide the shame 
from the world was to opt for 
abortion. We went to a remote 
hospital where the evil deed 
was carried out and I travelled 
back to Lagos some days later.

I was posted to Anambra 
State for my Youth service. 
Jolomi and I agreed that once 
I was done with service, we 

The mistake that ruined my life
would head straight for the 
altar. We kept communicat-
ing but at some point, Jolomi 
stopped calling. Sometimes, 
when I called its either he does 
not pick my calls or picks and 
said he would call back later.

Worried about this new 
development, I decided to pay 
him a surprised visit. On get-
ting to his apartment, I met 
another lady there and she was 
even pregnant! I later learnt 
that she took in for Jolomi 
but instead of taking it off as 
they agreed, she informed her 
parents who bundled her to 
Jolomi’s house. Heartbroken, I 
travelled back to Awka. I com-
pleted my NYSC some months 
later and got a job in an oil and 
gas company in Lagos.

I was waiting for my mum 
after church service one Sun-
day afternoon when Kunle 
approached me. I’ve always 
known Kunle from a distance 
but we’ve not had the time 
to say anything to ourselves 
besides, “hello or hi”.

He told me he heard I was 
an iron lady having graduated 
with a First class and we just 
laughed over it. Gradually, 
Kunle and I became a pair and 
when he proposed, I couldn’t 
say ‘no’. Apart from the fact 
that one was aging, Kunle is a 
good man and no right think-
ing woman would say ‘no’ to 
him.

Kunle and I got married last 
year. Just listening to what my 
parents and so many other 
people said about me during 
the wedding reception brought 
tears to my eyes, not tears of 
joy though because they had 
no idea what I’ve done in the 
past.

Few months after marriage 
and with no pregnancy or even 
a miscarriage, I consulted a 
doctor who told me in plain 
words that I would never have 
a child because my womb has 
been damaged as a result of 
that abortion.

I could not understand why 
life decided to treat me in this 
harsh manner. I’ve heard of 
ladies who aborted so many 
pregnancies but they still end-
ed up being the mother of 
many nations.

Life is indeed very funny. 
I feel sad seeing children be-
tween the ages of 10-15years 
carrying pregnancies that they 
don’t even want, pregnancies I 
would give an arm and a leg to 
carry right now.

I cannot even bring myself 
to tell Kunle that we will never 
have children. I’m just buying 
time; I know it’s just a matter 
of time before my in-laws start 
acting and my parents begin 
worrying. If only I could turn 
back the hands of time, I would 
have acted differently. That 
singular mistake has ruined 
my life!
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Tales of frustration by electricity consumers

O
n Thursday, Decem-
ber 15, 2016, a story 
broke on how a Pow-
er Holding Company 
of Nigeria (PHCN) 

staff attacked the home of Keku 
Olugbenga, an electricity user, 
with four armed policemen for 
contesting “Crazy Bill” despite 
electricity blackout for several 
weeks. This was revealed by a 
protester during recent protest 
to the Alausa office of PHCN by 
residents of Mafoloku Commu-
nity at Oshodi, Lagos State, over 
increasing bills brought to them 
despite disconnection of the 
transformer supplying retailed 
electricity to them for over two 
months.

Electricity for several years 
has been a major issue in this 
country in different regards 
(generating, distribution, billing, 
repairs, maintenance, just name 
it) and is still because its opera-
tors are still in the Stone Age.

“In which c ountry of the 
world is an estimated bill giving 
for darkness? Because my sister, 
we pay for darkness in this coun-
try if not how will you explain it? 
I travelled because I was on leave. 
I switched off all my appliances, 
in fact, I switched off power from 
the control box, only for me to 
return and meet an exorbitant 
electricity bill for what I did not 
use,” lamented Ikenna Ishiguzo, 
who works with one of the new 
generation banks.

Here’s a recent happening: 
December 7, 2016, was like any 
other day- after two straight 
days of darkness, power was 
finally restored at Peace Estate 
and its environs in Aguda area 
of Surulere in Lagos. Most people 
rushed to get some things done 
before dashing off to work and 
also attend to other sundry mat-
ters for the day, knowing power 
supply is erratic and at best 
absent.

Less than an hour later, a loud 
bang was heard from the direc-
tion of the estate gate, where 

the transformer feeding the 
estate and some other streets 
was located. The bang heralded 
another bout of darkness as all 
electrical appliances and equip-
ment tripped off.

All those in their houses knew 
the sound was from the trans-
former but felt it was probably 
a fuse that blew- because that 
particular transformer seems 
to operate on the basis of “one 
week, one trouble.” But they were 
in for a rude shock, because it 

checked the road available for 
passage (as construction of drain-
ages was on-going on both sides) 
and concluded that the space 
would not take his huge ve-
hicle. But he was later cajoled 
by marauding ‘area boys’ (touts) 
who because of the money they 
would collect from him, (just be-
cause he brought a consignment 
there) urged him on, directing 
him until he tilted into the open 
drain that was under construc-
tion. They miraculously melted 

and asked when they started 
servicing wires; he took offence 
and left obviously because he 
saw he could not make any cash 
from me.” 

Stories abound about com-
munities which have never ever 
been connected to the national 
grid; most of them, only the well-
to-do in those communities have 
generating set, while the vast 
majority patronise foreign and 
locally made lanterns, candles 
and torchlights.

“Forget this power issue in 
this country, it will never be 
fixed, we are just wasting money, 
energy and our breath thinking 
things will improve,” said Van-
essa Nwosa, a businesswoman 
with a shop at Tejuosho shop-
ping mall.

“Have you seen the amount 
of money allocated for purchase 
of diesel (fuel) for powering 
the generators at the ‘almighty 
Aso Rock villa’? Does that show 
a s erious government? How 
come Aso Rock cannot utilise 
solar power? For me, having 
an inverter at home is a waste 
because there is hardly power to 
charge it- so instead I have to buy 
fuel, run a generator in order to 
charge my inverter. It is crazy!” 
she lamented.

Of course, there are issues of 
by-passing pre-paid meters by 
customers, but these are done in 
connivance with officials from 
the power companies.

According to reports, a La-
gos Disco source disclosed that 
the number of prepaid custom-
ers that did not buy electricity 
within a 6-month period range 
between 20,000 and 60,000 on 
average, depending on the par-
ticular Disco in question.

It gets worse because some 
Discos do not even have the re-
sources to determine if their cus-
tomers have or have not bought 
electricity after exhausting their 
last purchase, because their me-
ters have been bypassed.

Prepaid customers bypass 
their meters by either breaking 
them and connecting their entire 
energy load directly to source, 
or connecting an equipment 
with heavy usage directly, thus 
increasing the losses that Discos 
incur.

The above is sad but Nigerians 
are smart and always many steps 
ahead of most policies, rules and 
regulations made for them; they 
always find a way around such. 
That only means, our govern-
ment have to employ the best 
hands and brains and also make 
people friendly policies as well 
as improving standard of living 
of its people.

Ac c ording to Nwosa, “All 
the various change of name, or 
is it metamorphosis of this our 
national power company, has 
amounted to nothing, instead the 
services delivered by them seem 
to wane daily.”

“As far as I am concerned, 
government owes all of us the 
masses huge sums of money. 
We are supp os e d to re c eive 
emoluments or salaries on a 
monthly basis because we have 
all become ‘mayors and local 
government chairmen’ in our 
homes. We provide everything 
for ourselves and yet pay huge 
sums in tax to government,” she 
posited.

Stone Age with its limitations 
and embrace globalisation in 
all its entity?

The power company in Nige-
ria prides itself with threatening 
users with disconnection, after 
which they collect a certain fee 
for reconnection; this threat is 
most times followed by one of 
their men resting a ladder on 
the said electrical pole and then 
yanking off the cable connecting 
the building to the power grid/
electricity pole?

BeatTheStreet
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was not a minor but very major 
fault, as a 40’foot container had 
tilted and landed on a part of the 
transformer, damaging it in the 
process.

There was a huge crowd gath-
ered around the vicinity of the 
transformer, along with some 
uniformed personnel (police, 
LASTMA, Road safety) and PHCN 
officials. Foremost in the hearts 
of the residents affected was the 
fact that this yuletide will be a 
dark one because PHCN don’t do 
anything for free- someone has 
to pay for a new transformer- ei-
ther the owners of the container, 
or residents would be tasked by 
the various landlords’ association 
to come up with the sum (the val-
ue of the damaged transformer 
was put at N3.5m).

The story b eing told was 
that the driver had previously 

into the crowd after the huge 
disaster, leaving the helpless 
driver to face the music.

It’s more than a week now 
and the darkness is still  the 
same. The owner of the goods 
sent a covered truck to trans-
fer the go o ds from the c on-
tainer to the warehouse a few 
days later- word went out and 
some concerned residents went 
straight to the Soloki Police Sta-
tion, which was close to where 
the incident occurred to file a 
complaint/report. And so the 
police arrived the scene and 
confiscated both the container 
and the goods- pending when 
money is released for a new 
transformer (the various prices 
of transformers were given to 
the owner).

Now the crux of the matter, 
when will Nigeria leave the 

When will our power com-
pany officials go the way of 
their counterparts in other parts 
of the globe where; cables and 
poles are not seen, neither trans-
formers nor high tension cables 
are installed at street corners?

“As far as these electricity 
companies are concerned once 
you begin using a pre-paid bill-
ing meter, you are on your own if 
issues arise because they do not 
stand to benefit anything from 
it,” explained Ayotunde Okeowo, 
a customer I met at a pharmacy.

According to Okeowo, “Once 
I had an issue with my pre-paid 
meter. I called the attention of a 
PHCN staff who was parading 
my street with his vehicle, obvi-
ously seeking to disconnect some 
users. I told him the issue and 
his response was that the wires 
needed servicing. I was shocked 
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Tiskies takes fashion business to the 
skies with new Lekki outlet

I
t was a lively time at the official brand 
launch of Tiskies Global, a made-in-
Nigeria garment manufacturer that spe-
cialises in the use of African fabrics and 
Western textile materials to produce ex-

quisite fashion collections for men and women 
alike. The event which held at the showroom, 
located in Lekki commenced with a cocktail, 
fashion show and black carpet reception.

“Our vision is to become a leading company 
and household name in fashion business with 
a commanding global focus,” stated Abiola 
Aluko, CEO of Tiskies while giving her wel-
come note. “We plan to achieve this by serving 
as the new supply hub for importers of foreign 
garments and small retailers who do not have 
the capacity to import, and this is in line with 
the government’s policy on promoting made-
in-Nigeria goods,” she added.

“We started by using Ankara print to 
make contemporary styles; so we birth the 
designs- from the designs of the fabric to the 
production of the fabric and then what we do 
is to produce mass so that Nigeria will be great 
again. I want to be part of the growth of this 
country; I want to be part of a new birth in 
Nigeria, where Nigeria will be up there.  If you 
have been to other parts of the world, you will 
know that Nigerians are great people. We do 
not appreciate ourselves; I have lived abroad 
and I know we are smart people, and I want 
to be part of this greatness, that is why Tiskies 
came to light”, she explained.

Tiskies unique product offerings are driven 
on three pillars; mass production (ready to 
wear garments in contemporary styles in XS 
to XXL), original textile designs and private 
label production (Tiskies), which will be ex-
ported from first quarter of 2017, according 
to the CEO.

“We are going to do Made-in-Nigeria to the 
best that we can. All our fabrics and textiles 
are made here; at a time it was tempting to 
make them in China but I resisted because 
that is not what our dream has been. We are 
going Niajacentric- meaning that we are going 
to buy and wear Niaja. We started last year 
November, planning to start this production 
in Nigeria. It looked so impossible, but we are 
here now. We don’t have to import anymore; 
let us start small, let us also export frozen 
products, we can also start our farms. We are 
going to start exporting from first quarter next 
year. We are going to take Nigeria’s name out 
of here,” Aluko pledged.

A
fter all the media furrow, 
Zahra Buhari, daughter of 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari is finally married to her 

sweetheart, Ahmed Indimi, on Friday, 
December 16, 2016. The wedding which 
took place at the National Mosque, with 
reception at the Conference hall of the 
presidential villa has been the talk of 
town this past month.

Weddings are always a happy and 
grand affair; Zahra’s marriage was no 
exception as her parents and other 
personalities where on hand to witness 
the occasion.

According to reports, a representa-
tive of the Indimi family (name not 
disclosed), paid 12 gold coins which 
was reportedly converted and valued 
at N250, 000, the amount for the dowry.

Speaking as the special guest of honour, 
Funmi Ajila Ladipo, president, Fashion Design-
ers Association of Nigeria, (FADAN) said, “We 
are tired of cut and sew; I have been doing this 
for close to 27 years. If you go to other nations, 
what they do is- they have somewhere they 
do their designs- You don’t need to have 10, 
20 machines like we do. So you just take your 
sample, do one thing, which you then take to 
the production hub and they produce it- you 
give them the fabric- and it also comes copied. 
But what do we have in Nigeria? We are all 
toiling, all trying- when I look back, I look at 
the likes of Princess Folawiyo; I met all of them 
in the industry. And you know, it gets to the 
point, when you can’t see the needle anymore, 
then you stop sewing”.

For Ajila-Ladipo, it really should not be so 
because, “these are the top designers in quote, 
but they don’t even have the facilities”.

She lamented that: “In Nigeria you start 
with the sourcing of the fabric which is not 
made in Nigeria, neither the accessories nor 
the machines- but the designer is made in 
Nigeria- so we are all trying and toiling. As 
the Fashion Association of Nigeria (FADAN), 
what we are trying to do is to see how we can 
get the Federal Government to do the right 
thing- we don’t want carpenters as ministers 
for clothing. We need people who can talk 
about it because there are so much that can 

Zahra who runs an NGO 
called ACE which primar-
ily offers free medical care 
for sickle cell sufferers is 
the seventh child of the 
president. 

Her husband is said to 
be a super-rich business-
man, who reportedly sent 
customised Louis Vuitton 
boxes. According to insider 
reports, the boxes are called 
‘Laife’, and in Northern tra-
dition, the groom’s family 
buys them for the bride. The 
Louis Vuitton boxes were 
said to have Zahra’s name 
customised as ZBI (Zara 
Buhari Indimi).

Kudos to the First Family!

Zahra Buhari weds super rich beau Ahmed Indimi

be made from making clothes”.
According to her, people slim down to wear 

beautiful clothes- that show the relevance of 
clothing. “We all need to join hands to make 
the Federal Government look at clothing- not 
as an entertainment- but as a business. This 

is a good venture and I am very happy to be 
here. We are looking for how we can get sup-
port from each other because we want you 
to stand up. There are so many young people 
who want to be designers; we have so many 
creative people in Nigeria”.

Tiskies has given itself the mandate to 
build and expand the entrepreneurial ca-
pacity in Nigeria’s fashion industry. To this 
effect, Tiskies Global Limited is creating job 
opportunities for young entrepreneurs who 
are interested in the fashion industry through 
their on-going scheme, “Training the trained” 
where they identify, recruit and train talented 
designers and tailors from diverse educational 
background in the best practices in fashion 
mass production to become exceptional pro-
fessionals.

Also in attendance at the event was Ayo-
dele Oke, representing the DG, Textile Manu-
facturing Association of Nigeria (TIMAN) 
among others.

As part of the event, there was an exciting 

performance by ‘Aramide’, it was interesting 
to see the guest sing along and also dance to 
her hit track ‘Funmi Lowo.’ There was also a 
dance performance by a group, while DJ Seso 
was dishing out Naija hit tunes throughout the 
evening at the turntable.
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Entertainment

Benue thrills with live comedy this Christmas

A
fter almost 12 months of 
inactivity regarding enter-
tainment in Benue State, 
the state known as the 
food basket of the nation 

is about to flip the coin and play host 
to top comedians in an entertainment 

event, tagged: ‘Christmas Live in Benue’ 
which is taking place at The Dream 
Center in the state capital, Makurdi.

‘Christmas Live in Benue’, is an end of 
the year music and comedy event orga-
nized by Dream Center, led by popular 

entrepreneur and media personality, 
Love Idoko. The event which will hold 
on Tuesday December 27, 2016 will 
stars top comedians and musicians such 
as Gordons, I Go Dye, Osama, Adilar-
ings, MC Fresh Boi and a host of others 

promises to be exciting.
A Benue state indigene who spoke 

on condition of anonymity reminisces 
that Benue state has witnessed impres-
sive entertainment events in past years 
where the likes of Basketmouth, 2face, 
Gordons, Banky W, Desmond Elliot , 
Omotola Jalade Ekeinde, Jackie Appiah, 
and a couple of other stars attend.

“I am happy that this is happening in 
my state again after almost 12 months 
of silence concerning entertainment. 
The event which is planned by The 
Dream Center intends to bring love and 
laughter to everyone and we are going 
to achieve this with credible comical 
content by top comedians on that day”.

The organizers of the event said 
“aside from the fact that it is a star-
studded comedy event. “Christmas Live 
in Benue” is going to be a comedy show 
with 100% originality on jokes delivery 
and we can assure you that you will 
be dragged from laughter to tears. You 
don’t want to miss this event”.

Tickets can be purchased at The 
Dream Center, Chief Royale, D.O Broth-
ers Supermarket and James Photogra-
phy Studio.

 

Early Christmas gift for ProjectFame Season9 winners

F
or Okiemute Ighorodje, and the 
other two runners-up of Project 
Fame Season9, Christmas came 
early when they received their 
car gifts on Wednesday De-

cember 14, 2016 at MTN Falomo, Ikoyi 
premises. 

Okiemute with her contagious smile 
and bubbly spirit makes it very easy to 
believe when she describes herself as “a 
fun-loving individual”. The 25 year old lin-
guistics & Communication graduate from 
University of Port Harcourt used to have 
a career in modelling, but later followed 
her passion as a band lead singer. From a 
family of six and the third of four girls, 
Okiemute credits her journey into music 
to one of her sisters, whom she said was 
always quick to put her at the fore front 
of any music-related activity. 

As winners of the Season9 episode, Ok-
iemute won N5million, an SUV and a re-
cording contract worth millions of naira, 
Elizabeth who came second got N3million 
and a brand new saloon car and Kitay 
who clinched the third position gotN2mil-
lion and a saloon car also; though they got 
the cash gifts immediately, the cars were 
delivered to them this past week.

At the point of taking ownership of her 
car, Okiemute expressed gratitude to God, 
Ultima studios, and MTN Nigeria for the 
wonderful opportunity. She could hardly 
contain her excitement as she held the 
keys to her car. “This car actually suits my 
skin tone, I absolutely love it!” she joked.

As if by agreement, the three winners 
are yet to spend any part of their win 
money, ‘stating that the money is chilling’.

“I kept it, the money is chilling because 
you need to plan properly, strategically , 
knowing full well that you have life ahead 
and other things coming up ahead of you,” 
said Okiemute.

“I have been planning it; we are Chris-
tians, so we don’t spend anyhow. I need to 
spend it wisely,” intoned Kitay.

For Elizabeth, she’s been busy and has 
plans to start a fashion line along with her 
music career. As per the win money, she 

yet, so I just kept it. I have not touched the 
money for any reason; my money is still 
there breeding”.

How has it been since their win threw 
them into the limelight? 

For Okiemute it’s been challenging; 
“Coming all the way from Port Harcourt, 
and facing the Lagos market was not easy. 
But it was a learning process. What has 
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changed? Personally nothing much has 
changed, but socially a lot has changed 
since my trip to South Africa where I met 
a lot of influentials,” Okiemute said.

While responding, Kitay was his 
funny self “The normal way I relate to 
people outside has changed. I play a lot 
with people; I minimize that. You don’t 
expect kitay now to wear a pair of shorts 
and tshirt with slippers and walk down 
the road. I remember the last time I vis-
ited Ikeja shopping mall and people were 
snapping pictures with me. Imagine if I 
was dressed carelessly.”

Elizabeth said: “I have been recording, 
I have been finding my sound; deciding 
what sound to do. I don’t just want to 
come out with a song because everybody 
wants me to- there is a whole lot of pres-
sure on that. A lot of self-development- I 
have been going for some language 

said: “All I have removed from the money 
is my tithe. For a whole lot of reasons, I 
do not know what to do with the money 

classes too.”
For these three youngsters, the Project 

Fame platform has given them a lot of 
things that are even more than the car or 
money. Since their win, they have been 
hard at work, doing a lot of recordings 
and the three of them plan on releasing 
some things into the music scene next 
year. 
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Chioma’s day of glory

I
t was a cool Thursday evening for 
guests at the Ballroom of InterCon-
tinental Hotel Lagos, who were 
enjoying the best of Chivas Regal 
and cocktail amid the tranquil am-

biance of the hotel while awaiting the 
major announcement of the day; the 
reason they gathered from afar.

But the reverse was the case for the 
five judges and three finalists of the 
2016 Chivas The Ventures; a global 
startup competition that offers social 
entrepreneurs the opportunity to win 
a share of $1 million in financial invest-
ment.

Both were on hot seats. While the 
three finalists employed all manner 
of skills in pitching for their business 
ideas to the judges with the hope of 
impressing them and winning prizes 
that would change their businesses 
and lives, the judges on the other hand 
were probing with expertise to ensure 
the best business idea wins the com-
petition.

The first finalist to pitch her business 
idea was Destiny Frederick, founder/
CEO, EcoFuture, an innovative waste 
disposal initiative that supports smart 
bins for smart cities using mobile tech-
nology.

Taking the centre stage, Destiny 
went ahead with her presentation not-
ing that EcoFuture was borne solely 
from the need for proper waste, and 
with the use of a smart sensor waste 
bin, geomap and SMS for daily, weekly 
and monthly collection of recyclable 
waste from household residents, gov-
ernment and business establishments, 
waste is collected and channeled to a 
recovery facility where it goes through 
a sorting process through a compac-
tor machine. The waste materials are 
packaged according to customer speci-
fications and delivered through a third 
party logistics company.

So far, she has encouraged low in-
come communities to capture value 
from recycling their waste through an 
incentive based system. For the social 
impact, Destiny noted that EcoFuture 
has been able to reduce over 250,000kg 
of greenhouse gas emissions that would 
otherwise have been released to the 
atmosphere, and has over 1000 house-
holds and business establishments reg-
istered on its platform for daily waste 
collection.

As expected, the judges directed 
many questioned to Destiny who an-
swered some and dodged a few.

As Destiny left the stage, Dr. Charles 
Aikhimien took over the stage. The 
medical doctor is a cofounder of MO-
Bicure; a social enterprise startup that 
make use of mobile technology devices 
such as phones, tablets, SMS, apps, In-
teractive Voice Recordings (IVRs) and 
videos to solve some of the most press-

…as Chivas The Venture rewards winners

ing health issues plaguing developing 
countries.

Dr. Charles summarized his project 
as OMOMI (meaning ‘my child’); a mo-
bile platform that enables mothers to 
easily monitor their children’s health, 
and provides access to specific and 
life-saving maternal and child health 
information plus medical expertise, 
all at the touch of a button either via 
android app and web (for smart phone 
users) or simple SMS (for rural women 
with basic phones).

OMOMI, according to him, has al-
ready saved the lives of thousands of 
mothers and their children across Nige-
ria, with over 14,000 mothers benefit-
ing from the platform. Health workers 
have also found the new technology 
useful, as the MOTHERS’ COMMUNITY 
section of the app affords them the op-
portunity to interact with mothers who 
are unable to make it to the hospitals.

As usual, the questions were fired 
and he answered as well.

Chioma Ukaonu, the last of the three 
finalists did not falter in her presenta-
tion. She explained that Recycle Points, 
her project, is an initiative that aims to 
recover valuable materials disposed 
by consumers through a model built 
around a community-based waste 
processing enterprise called CoSoHUB 
(Collection and Sorting Hub).

The RecyclePoints scheme, accord-

ing to her, deploys the use of Electric 
Cargo Tricycles, the first of its kind in 
Nigeria, manned by employed youths 
(WasteBusters), who embark on the 
door-to-door collection of recyclable 
waste from registered subscribers in 
their iRecycle Network.

Subscribers are rewarded based on 
their points for discarding plastics, pure 
water sachets, aluminum and steel cans, 
glass bottles, paper and cartons, obso-
lete electronics, expired tyres among 
others.

With a unique business model that 
offers incentives to users, Recycle Points 
collects waste via its waste busters initia-
tive, creating youth employment in the 
process. The processing is done via its 
community based collection and sort-
ing hub (CoSoHub), where unemployed 
women in the community sort and bag 
the waste before it’s sold to recycling 
plants.

Recycled materials are used by lead-
ing FMCG companies to produce post-
consumer packaging materials such as 
plastic bottles, beverage cans, glass bottles 
and water sachets to mention a few.

The judges went on recess after Chio-
ma’s presentations. Moments later, they 
resumed leaving Olivier Fages, manag-
ing director, Pernod Ricard Nigeria, one 
of the judges, to announce the winner. 
The Ballroom on fire when Olivier 
announced Chioma’s RecyclePoints 

as the winner of the 2016 Chivas The 
Venture competition. Besides winning 
N1 million RecyclePoints will represent 
Nigeria in the global Finals alongside 
32 other social entrepreneurs across 
six continents at the final event in Los 
Angeles, United States of America next 
year and also participate in an Accelera-
tor Week programme in Oxford, UK.

However, MOBicure emerged the 
second runner up and went home with 
N250, 000 while EcoFuture went home 
with N500, 000 for emerging the first 
runner up.

Speaking before the event, Audu 
Maikori, one of the judges and CEO, 
Chocolate City Group, noted that 
before the final pitching by the three 
finalists, over 226 applications were 
received since October 12, 2016 when 
the search commenced, the entries 
were culled down to the three most 
promising start-ups by the Enterprise 
Development Centre (EDC) and return-
ing Judge, Audu Maikori, based on the 
‘Sustainability, Scale and Social Impact’ 
of their respective businesses.

Other members of the judging panel 
include: Adesola Ladoja, a farmer, 
founder, Simply Green Limited and 
managing director, Real Livestock Lim-
ited; Nneka Okekearu, deputy director, 
EDC, and Peace Hyde, a TV personality, 
media entrepreneur, and Forbes Africa 
correspondent.



...holds youth exposition/talent hunt in Ihiala

Arts
Fesozode Entertainment moves to 
discover, harness grassroots talent

T
here’s always been a groundswell 
of consensus opinion that unde-
veloped talent is a terrible thing. 
While Sterling Welling Sill, who 
was a general authority in The 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
saw it as “one of the greatest possible sins…
to return to God the life which he has given 
us with our abilities undiscovered and our 
talents undeveloped and unutilized”, Erma 
Bombeck, an American humorist, puts it this 
way: “When I stand before God at the end of 
my life, I would hope that I would not have a 
single bit of talent left, and could say, ‘I used 
everything you gave me’.” 

Out there, there are many talented peo-
ple who are in a dilemma over how to even 
begin to discover or utilise their God-given 
talent. Perhaps their story would be differ-
ent with just a little push. Indeed, as Erica 
Jong, American novelist, poet and author of 
Fear of Flying (1973), sums it up, “Everyone 
has talent. What’s rare is the courage to 
follow it to the dark places where it leads.”

It is for this reason that Fesozode En-
tertainment Limited, an entertainment 
outfit which is basically into film-making, 
recording studio, corporate event planning 
and packaging and runs a dancing, acting 
and modelling academy, is undertaking to 
expose youths at the grassroots and to help 
them discover and utilise their gifts for 
their own good and the good of humanity, 
beginning with Ihiala LGA, Anambra State.

Having identified a basic community 
problem, which include that the youths in 
the village have skills which they do not 
have the means to express, do not have a 
forum for social interaction which leads to 
continuous cultural flight, and lack quali-
tative education as well as proper sense of 
direction in pursuit of wealth, Fesozode 
Entertainment has undertaken to bail them 
out through a youth exposition cum talent 
hunt.
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OLX Nigeria transforms Modupe Cole Memorial Child Care

O
LX.com.ng, Nigeria’s 
number one online clas-
sified, has once again 
demonstrated its com-
mitment to making ev-

erybody win. The staff and manage-
ment of OLX recently transformed 
the vocational section of Modupe 
Cole Memorial Child Care by paint-
ing the walls and presenting the 
school with several gifts that would 
fulfill the needs of the students and 
caretakers, especially this festive 
season.

Speaking at the school, Lola Ma-
sha, country manager, OLX, stated 
that one of the values at OLX is “Live 
It” which is not expressed only by 
staff selling items they no longer 
need on the OLX platform to make 
extra cash but also by helping and 
empowering the communities in 
which we operate.

Masha also added that although 
it has been a very challenging year 
for everyone especially with the 
economic recession, “We were de-
termined to put a smile on people’s 

The “Ada Ihiala LG (AILG)” beauty pag-
eant, which is in recognition of the fact that 
beauty, a natural gift from God, can be used 
to realize one’s dream, will attract cash ben-
efits and scholarships, says Lady Oguanobi, 
while the winners will have the opportunity 
of being showcased in other beauty pageants 
across the country. There will also be conso-
lation prizes for all participants.

Though in its first edition, Lady Oguanobi 
says the youth exposition/talent hunt has so 
far drawn positive reactions from friends 
and well-wishers across the length and 
breadth of Ihiala and beyond who see this 
as a way to bring the youth to limelight and 
help them in building a successful career in 
the creative arts.

Beyond the football match/beauty pag-
eant, Fesozode Entertainment is also plan-
ning a debating/quiz programme for primary 
and secondary schools in Ihiala to be held 
during the second term of every session.

“For now, corporate bodies are not 
involved in this programme, but we have 
put them in the know for the next edition 
and we are looking forward to their active 
participation in the next edition,” she says, 
while appreciating great men and women 
who have so far contributed to the planning 
of the event.

According to Lady Oguanobi (Adadiogo 
Eaglet), who holds a B.Sc. in Mass Commu-
nication from Nnamdi Azikiwe University, 
Awka and an M.Sc. in Communication from 
Lagos State University, the programme will 
start with a Mass at St. Martin de Tours 
Catholic Church, Ihiala by 8am, followed by 
road walk and carnival.

“The football match will be at Juniorate 
School field, Ihiala by 4pm while the beauty 
pageant and award night will be at Heris 
Villa Park Hotels Ltd, Ndezike Ihiala, from 
7pm till dawn,” she says.

Adeyemi- Cole, secretary, Wom-
en’s Voluntary Organisation, and 
founder,  Modupe Cole, extended 
appreciation to OLX Nigeria for 
their kind gesture of painting the 
school and generous donation of 
food supplies.

Adeyemi-Cole also added that we 
are simply touched and wish other 
corporate organizations would emu-
late OLX to impact the communities 
they operate in 

Aside from painting the voca-
tional section of the school and do-
nating food supplies, OLX staff also 
patronized the students who make 
a wide range of accessories from key 
rings, hair clips, bangles, bags and 
lots more. The kids also learn car-
pentry, painting and hairdressing.

OLX is the world’s leading clas-
sifieds platform in growth markets 
and is available in more than 45 
countries and over 50 languages. 
OLX connects local people to buy, 
sell or exchange used goods and 
services by making it fast and easy 
for anyone to post an ad through the 
mobile application. Every month, 
hundreds of millions of people in 
local markets around the world use 
OLX’s online marketplace to find 
and sell a wide range of products, in-
cluding vehicles, electronics, phones 
and much more.

faces especially the less fortunate in 
our society which is why we opted 
to paint Modupe Cole who empow-
er kids with disabilities with the 
skills to earn a living in the society”.

Also speaking on the impact OLX 
made to the school; Rev Adebayo 

The idea of the youth exposition/talent 
hunt, says Lady Oge Dina Oguanobi, found-
er/director of Fesozode Entertainment, is to 
provide an atmosphere conducive for the 
youths to come together and use their skills 
to entertain the community.

“In the process, prospective and talented 
persons will be indentified. People who 
are willing to invest in them can have a 
clear picture of what they are doing,” says 
Lady Oguanobi, who is born and married 
in Ihiala.

The programme, slated for January 2, 
2017, encompasses a football competition 
between Ihiala youths and non-indigenes 
resident in Ihiala, as well as a beauty pag-
eant that will crown “Ada Ihiala LG”.

The event will also be used to appreci-
ate Ihiala sons and daughters who have 
achieved great feats in the entertainment 
industry and brought fame and honour to 
Ihiala.

As a way of discovering talent, Lady 
Oguanobi explains that during the football 
match, for example, coaches from recog-
nized football clubs will be present to feast 
their eyes and select prospective stars dur-
ing the tournament.

“This programme again serves as a 
melting pot for Ihiala youths, both home 
and abroad, to interact and exchange ideas, 
thereby facilitating the preservation of our 
cultural heritage,” she says.

L-R: Goodluck Ikporo; business operations manager; Fife Aiyesimoju, brand  
marketing manager, Rev Adebayo Adeyemi- Cole, secretary, Women Voluntary 
Organisation/founder,  Modupe Cole; and Lola Masha, country  manager, OLX 
during the courtesy visit of OLX  management and staff to the school where OLX 
painted the  vocational  section of  school at Akoka, Yaba.

Chioma’s day of glory



Arts
The positive African story that has sold 1m copies

W
hen Aya of Yop City 
was announced as 
the first film to be 
screened at the 4th 
Ake Arts and Book 

Festival in Abeokuta, I didn’t expect 
to be as entertained as I was that 
Tuesday. The film is based on Aya de 
Yopougon, a bestselling graphic novel 
series by Marguerite Abouet who 
spent her childhood in Abidjan and 
currently lives in Paris. With Eng-
lish subtitles and a familiar culture, 
the audience watched a hilarious, 
authentic West African story told 
from the point of view of the main 
character, young Aya. 

It must be quickly pointed out that 
Aya is neither a cartoon nor comic 
strip created exclusively for children. 
The content and quality of the film 
is reminiscent of Marjane Satrapi’s 
Persepolis while the novel itself calls 
to mind Abraham Oshoko’s June 12. 
Still, Aya is the only graphic novel 
from the continent that has sold over 
a million copies and has been trans-
lated into 17 languages. During the 
festival, Marguerite and I chatted in 
between panel discussions.

 You have mentioned on two dif-
ferent occasions here at Ake that 
you were not sure how Nigerians 
will receive Aya. Why were you so 
anxious?

Even though Nigeria and Cote 
d’Ivoire are not far from each other 
geographically, the culture may not 
be familiar. Thus, there is a lot of 

NMADIUTO UCHE

prejudice. Nigerians think that Ivo-
irians are people who party all the 
time and drink a lot. I mean, someone 
even asked after the movie screened 
if I was sponsored by a beer company. 
Often, we have a simplistic vision of 
other African countries and this is not 
good. I am African first before being 
Ivoirian. I do not allow countries in 
the West speak badly about Africa 
and we should not do the same among 
ourselves. When I mentioned I was 
coming to Nigeria, people said I was 
crazy and the country is dangerous. 
As I said, I do not like prejudice. In 

every country, there are dangerous 
and good places.

So, all of this was going through 
my mind before Aya was screened. 
I was happy that people laughed 
and had a good time with the film. 
It is important to respect others. 
We share almost the same customs. 
For example, when Adunni and the 
Nefertiti band performed, I loved it. 
It reminded me of something similar 
from an ethnicity in Cote D’Ivoire, 
which is why we have this profession, 
to create dialogue and discuss. Even 
though, I do not like to fly, I make the 

time to travel and have conversations 
with people at festivals like this.

 Aya has sold over a million copies. 
How were you able to achieve that?

We sold about 700,000 copies in 
France initially, before I noticed 
something. The hardcover copy was 
too expensive for Africans in Fran-
cophone countries to purchase. Once 
I returned to Paris, I met with my 
editor, Gallimard, and said we must 
find a solution. This was to make a pa-
perback version of Aya which was 
three times less expensive than the 
hardcover. I did not want to write a 
positive African novel that will not 
be accessible to Africans. Now, Aya 
has sold a lot of copies.

 What do you think about the read-
ing culture on the continent?

It is imperative to form readers from 
when they are young such that when 
these readers grow up, they can start 
writing their own stories. Today, 
Europe is developed because parents 
buy books for their children who 
read. This is why I created an asso-
ciation called Des Livres Pour Tous 
(Books for All). We have two large 
libraries in Abidjan and Dakar that 
groom young readers from childhood 
to adolescence.

 Which character do you identify 
with the most in the series?

I like Akisi, Aya’s little sister. She 
does a lot of silly things like I did. 
Aya is very beautiful, intelligent, and 
perfect, so, I can’t be Aya. I see Aya in 
a lot of African women and I am able 
to tell her story.

‘Brother Jekwu’ grosses N20 million in 10 days

F
irst rate Nollywood ac-
tor cum producer, Mike 
Ezuruonye is overjoyed 
as his debut movie pro-
duction ‘Brother Jekwu’ 

which was recently endorsed by 
England Premiership League, Wat-
ford, sells over N20million in 10 
days in the cinemas.

The movie which was released in 
cinemas across Nigeria on Friday, 
December 2, 2016 is currently the 
highest selling movie in cinema.

“I am super excited at the success 
of Brother Jekwu. I never knew 
it will come this far. Nollywood is 
really taking the entertainment 
industry to greater heights. I thank 
God for his favour and direction. I 
also thank my brothers, Five Star 
Music Group for their unending 
support, I am indeed grateful. I en-
courage everyone to go watch the 
movie in cinemas as it is still show-
ing nationwide”, said Ezuruonye.

Meanwhile, last Sunday, Five 
star Music Group which include; 
Limpopo master K-Cee, E-Money, 

Skiibii, and X-Busta stormed Ikeja 
City Mall to sell ticket of Brother Je-
kwu to fans of Mike Ezuruonye who 
trooped out in enormous numbers 
to watch the movie.

E-money who is known for his 

liberality bought over 170 tickets 
to people present at the cinema 
to watch the movie. The mall was 
filled which gave the security 
guards tough time in controlling the 
crowd. Lots of other great gifts were 

also distributed.
‘Brother Jekwu’, directed by 

Charles Uwagbai stars Mike Ezuru-
onye, Angela Okorie, Wofaifada, 
Funny Bone, Nedu, Klint D Drunk, 
Huddah Monroe, Sabrina Stadler, 
among others is a comical movie set 
in Kenya and Nigeria that tells the 
story of a village man with native 
intelligence that is lucky to make it 
to Kenya on the bill of his corrupt 
cousin where he gets lost in a tale 
of his adventure while exploring a 
new land and his encounter with 
other folks and two beautiful ladies 
led to the various comical scenes 
that add a twist to the story.

“Brother Jekwu has indeed sur-
prised us. It seems as if we have 
another ’30 Days in Atlanta’ again. 
Whenever people come out of the 
theater after watching the movie 
they come out smiling and their 
side comment are always positive. 
We are really happy with Mike for 
the success of his movie”, a staff of 
the cinema said.

40 SUNDAYBD C002D5556 Sunday 18 December 2016



Travel
41 Sunday  18 December  2016 C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 

Top romantic places to be this Christmas

 Inagbe Resort, an adven-
ture that awaits you

S
et on the tranquil 
banks of the magnifi-
cent Lagos Lagoon 
and the Atlantic 
Ocean, Inagbe Grand 

Resort and Leisure is await-
ing to offer memorable yet 
romantic stay for discerning 
guests, especially couples this 
Christmas

It parades 152 stylishly, yet 
tastefully, furnished chalets. 
The chalets offer options, 
depending on the taste of the 
guests. You have option of 
choosing from the 108 chalets 
closer to the Lagoon or the 44 
exclusive rooms by the Atlan-
tic Ocean shore.

While the 108 rooms come 
in categories of six bedrooms 
fit for family, two bedrooms 
and one bedroom, the 44 
rooms by the ocean offer two 
bedrooms and one bedroom 
accommodation options for 
visitors.

But while local fishing 
boats are common sight for 
the rooms closer to the La-
goon, queue of big shipping 
vessels waiting to get order to 
discharge their contents at the 
Lagos Wharf is obvious from 
the comfort of the rooms by 
the ocean.

The resort offers complete 
leisure. Besides the Floating 
Lounge that can sit over 800 
guests, the resort offers qual-
ity sporting events as well. 
Guests can always keep fit at 
the outdoor lawn tennis court, 
basketball court, and there 
two swimming pools by the 
Atlantic and the Lagoon for 
leisure swimming and lessons.

Yet, Inagbe Resort is taking 
quality unwinding events se-
riously. Its 18-hole golf course 
is on Hole2, while a helipad by 
the ocean is ongoing for guests 
who want exclusivity or do 
not trust the boat transport 
to the resort.

  Obudu Mountain Resort 
- “Absolutely amazing”

You need not look too far 
for a befitting place to windup 
the year in style this Yuletide. 
Obudu is still the bride of 
leisure seekers. Probably, the 
complete contrast it offers lei-
sure seekers, the world-class 
facilities, its temperate climate, 
exciting and different loca-
tions in one destination make 
many Nigerian travellers to 
tip Obudu Mountain Resort as 
the most romantic destination 
in Nigeria. They unanimously 
say the resort is “Absolutely 
Amazing”.

Of course, you can propose 
the love of your life; rekindle 
old affection, or reignite fam-
ily affection memorably on 

this plateau, about 1576 me-
tres above sea level on the 
Oshie Ridge of the Sankwala 
Mountains.

There, the birds sing, mon-
keys chatter, the local commu-
nity is ever-friendly and the 
lush tropical vegetation wave 
melodiously in admiration of 
Mother Nature’s crafts. An 
experience on canopy walk is 
as romantic, fearful and excit-
ing as ever.

The natural honey from 
the bees and milk from the 
ranch are products lovers can’t 
afford to miss on a date.

A warm swim in the 
breathtaking or better still, 
sprawling Water Park, glues 
couple on honeymoon or lov-
ers to man-made leisure. You 
can swim as wild as you can, 
as much as you can, as safe as 
you can, and grab as much fun 
as you can.

It is even more romantic 
than you can imagine as one 
reviewer says, insisting that 
the temperate climate offers 
a total contrast, replicates 
European holiday experience 
as well as a welcome respite 
from Africa’s tropical heat.

The aesthetically improved 
accommodation options have 
touches of love and colour as 
well. The African round huts 
and chalets on stilts, accord-
ing to another reviewer, are 
shaped in pleasing forms be-
sides maximising the breath-
taking views of their environs.

“You can actually fun 
around as much as you want 
in Mountain Villas, each with 
three bedrooms, lounge, din-
ing room, kitchenette and 
balcony.”

You can’t afford to be less 
romantic this season. Hanging 
out with that special person 
at this nature’s groove will do 
you good this love season.

  Lacampagne Tropicana 
Beach Resort “Surprisingly 
alluring”

For its fresh water lake, 
accessible mangrove forest, 
a savannah, extensive sandy 
beach, the warm Atlantic sea, 
stylish accommodation op-
tions, activities like burn fire, 
beach sports, party among 
others, La Campagne Tropi-
cana Beach Resort is ideal for 
your comfort and fun this 
festive season.

This top romantic desti-
nation is a unique blend of 
natural environment with 
man-made leisure aids in the 
resort.

“It is like great care has 
always been taken to ensure 
that infrastructure in the 
resort blends perfectly with 
the surroundings so that the 
spectacular ambience of the 

tropical countryside is not 
lost,” observes another re-
viewer.

Its 65-acre tranquil para-
dise, surrounding palm and 
coconut tress that shields 
sun, beautiful stretch of the 
Atlantic coastal line of Lagos 
that cools off the intensity 
of the tropical heat and the 
sprawling beach sand that 
provides enough space for all 
to funny around, besides the 
luxury and comfort of five-
star facilities, all influenced 
the reviewers’ choice.

Forget whatever reviews 
that are online, go to witness 
the resort yourself, the roman-
tic scenery at La Campagne 
Tropicana will give you a 
cause to reciprocate love.

The ability to help guests 
connect with the real natural 
environment of an African 
set up while still enjoying the 
luxury, according to another 
reviewer,  also gives La Cam-
pagne an edge.

From the gate of the beach, 
one gets to feel the unique-
ness and beauty as one is 
taken aback with the various 
motifs at play of which the 
strongest is the African motif, 
an architect on holiday at the 
resort, notes.

Tucked in the midst of coco-
nut trees and different species 
of plants are conical structures 
as care was taken to ensure 
that the infrastructure at the 
resort blends in perfectly with 
the surroundings so that the 
spectacular ambience of the 
tropical countryside is not lost.

The rooms are surrounded 
by tropical gardens that en-

hance the delightful village 
atmosphere and attract a great 
deal of exotic birds. All the 
rooms are individually deco-
rated to impart an air of luxury 
and relaxation.

They all think honeymoon-
ers, lovers among others, will 
find the resort a good ground 
to harvest whatever fun they 
want.

  Nike Lake Resort “Life can 
be so natural”

For sure, the wonders and 
breathtaking views in Nike 
Lake Resort will beat your 
imaginations, and while a 
day out in the lake set in the 
rustic Nike community in 
Enugu will pamper you to a 
pleasurable relaxation typical 
of resorts of its like over the 
world to earn it a destination 
in Nigeria.

A few metres before get-
ting to the resort, they behold 
with great awe the natural 
lake stretching over three 
kilometres with its incredible 
and rare aquatic population.

“On getting closer, a look 
into the mud colour lake wa-
ter mirrors not just your true 
self, but the whole essence of 
leisure. A deep of your feet 
into the water (though with 
caution) which chills all day 
long, will cool off the heat 
and stretch worn-out body 
tissues.”

Like a sort-of confluence, 
a V-shape point on the lake 
seems to connect bold leisure 
seekers to another point of the 
lake that flows towards the 
hinterland of the Agbakpa-
Nike community. From there, 
you will see some local fisher-

men prohibited from fish-
ing on the side of the resort 
looking for fish to catch, sell 
or make their soap pot richer.

The vast lush gardens com-
prising children’ park, soccer 
field and picnic area will also 
indulge you.

Having enjoyed an envi-
ronment that offers breath-
taking views in secure and 
tranquil setting, the reviewers 
who visited on their own indi-
vidual times, retire into one of 
the resort’s 210 well appoint-
ed and tastefully furnished 
rooms and suits, suitable for 
all tasted and budgets.

All room in the resort, now 
managed by African Sun, 
overlook the well manicured 
gardens or the lake, and each 
room provides the comfort 
and luxury that is expected 
from an international three-
star hotel.

 Le Méridien Ibom Hotel & 
Golf Resort

Its world of landscaped 
tropical beauty, 18-hole golf 
course, private terraces in 
each of the 130 guestrooms 
(each overlooking a forest 
of palm trees and the golf 
course), riverside marina with 
a floating jetty, Marina Club 
House & BBQ Terrace, a heli-
port, three retail shops, a hair 
salon, among other facilities, 
will indulge any visitor any 
time.

You can always enjoy 
enough swimming in its 
outdoor children’s and adult 
pools, two Jacuzzis, while 
keeping fit at the health club, 
and with tennis and squash 
facilities.

As the economic realities still bite harder, save yourself the cost and stress of visiting oversea destinations this 
Christmas, rather get the best of pampers in these top romantic in-bound options, writes Obinna Emelike
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COPA Lagos treats Nigerians to fun-filled fiesta

D
ecember 11, 2016 will be 
a day that will linger in 
the minds of Nigerians 
for a long time as they 
were treated to a vari-

ety of spectacular events organized 
during the sixth edition of the an-
nual COPA Lagos.

The event which had in atten-
dance notable dignitaries includ-
ing Akinwunmi Ambode, the 
Governor of Lagos State, included 
activities such as fashion show 
featuring top Nigerian design-
ers and upcoming talents who 
thrilled the audience at the Eko 
Atlantic City with beach-friendly 
designs and a COPA lifestyle 
theme, personified by carefully 
curated pieces from clothing to ac-
cessories. The designers included; 
Raya, Kinabuti, Krushil, Assian, 
Dap Mod and The Weave Hat 
Company.

Samson Adamu, CEO of Kinetic 
Sports, organisers of the event, said 
COPA Lagos was much more than a 
football tournament, as it has grown 
over the years to become a major 
show capable of putting Nigeria on 
the global tourism map. He noted 
that while the football matches 
served as a fitting forerunner to the 
CAF Beach Soccer Cup of Nations 
which comes up two days after at 
the same venue, the other activi-
ties were meant to celebrate other 

tional beach soccer team. The Swiss 
lived up to their pre-tournament 
billing, beating Nigeria 8-3 in an 
electrifying encounter, which also 
saw the emergence of its star player, 
Noel Ott emerging as the Man of 
the Match.

Other notable highlights of this 
year’s COPA Lagos included a con-
cert with performances from top 
Nigerian artistes, a food fair and 
dedicated fan zones where sponsors 
like FCMB, Pepsi, Wakanow and 
Hero Lager treated fans to different 
games and contests, with some of 
the guests taking home a variety of 
exciting gifts and prizes. The event 
was rounded off with an all-night 
open air music concert anchored 
by Nigeria’s international award 
winner, DJ Obi.

Notable dignitaries at the event 
included Ladi Balogun, group man-
aging director/chief executive of 
FCMB; Amos Adamu, former ex-
ecutive member of FIFA and Rafiu 
Ladipo, president general, Nigeria 
Football Supporters Club. The mem-
bers of the Lagos State Executive 
Council also registered their pres-
ence including; Anthony Adeyinka, 
Special Adviser on Sports to the 
Governor; Deji Tinubu, chairman, 
Lagos State Sports Commission, and 
Fela Bank-Olemoh, Special Adviser 
on Education, among others. 

aspects of the passions of Nigerians.
“Despite this being a one day 

event, this year we had a huge 
turnout and the experience this year 
not only focused on football, but on 
the different things our people are 
really very passionate about.We 
have since moved from being the 
first ever international beach soccer 
event in Nigeria and Sub-Saharan 
Africa to being one of the most 
attended entertainment events in 
the region, as can be seen from the 
crowd here today,” Adamu said.

The day had begun with a 
thrilling beach soccer match be-
tween Enyimba FC beach soc-
cer team and the Pepsi Football 
Academy. Next was a celebrity 
match between Team D’Banj and 
Team Victor Ikpeba. Team Dbanj 
included Peter Okoye of P-Square, 
Samson Adamu, CEO of Kinetic 
Sports, organisers of the event, 
and popular Beat FM OAP, Jimi. Ik-
peba’s team had other ex-Nigerian 
internationals like Aloy Agu in 
the goal post, Waidi Akanni, Vic-
tor Agali, Mutiu Adepoju, Ifeanyi 
Udeze and popular celebrity, Frank 
Edoho of the Who Wants to Be a 
Millionaire fame. The Ex-Interna-
tionals won the match 2-1.

The main competition on the day 
was a game between Nigeria’s Super 
Sand Eagles and the Switzerland na-

Atlantis Resort to open in Koolina On O’ahu

C
hina Oceanwide (together 
with its subsidiary, “Ocean-
wide Resort Paradise HI 
LLC”) entered into a man-

agement agreement today with 
subsidiaries of Kerzner Interna-
tional Holdings Limited (“Kerzner”), 
a leading international developer 
and operator of destination resorts 
and ultra-luxury hotels, for a new, 
Atlantis resort in Ko Olina, a 642 
acre development on the white 
sand beaches of the island of O’ahu 
in Hawaii.  The new generation of 
distinctive luxury will offer a so-
phisticated lifestyle experience for 
resort guests, residents and visitors, 
with infinite ocean views, accented 
with lush green spaces and endless 
water experiences, encapsulated in 
Hawaii-inspired iconic architecture 
and themed programming. This will 
be the first Atlantis resort in the 
United States, along with the brand’s 
flagship in Dubai, Atlantis, The Palm 
and the new icon in China, Atlantis, 
Sanya Hainan which will open in 
2017 and The Royal Atlantis Resort 
& Residences in Dubai.  Kerzner 
has plans to continue to grow and 
develop the Atlantis brand globally. 

“Atlantis resorts are iconic en-
tertainment destinations that sig-
nificantly contribute to the sur-
rounding community, and Hawaii 
will be no exception,” commented 
Jean-Gabriel Pérès, president and 
chief executive officer, Kerzner 
International.  “Ko Olina is an in-
credible project with exceptional 
partners in global leaders China 
Oceanwide and The Resort Group.   
Atlantis will astonish and amaze, 

as well as celebrate the history and 
culture of Hawaii.  An unsurpassed 
location will provide endless won-
ders, with its magnificent sense of 
discovery, whilst also pioneering 
previously unseen experiences.  I 
am proud we are bringing Atlantis, 
a must-see resort, to O’ahu.”

Overlooking both the stunning 
Honu and Kohola Lagoons, Atlantis 
will offer a sense of awe-inspiring 
discovery, encompassing over 26 
acres of unparalleled excitement 
and larger than life experiences, 
revolutionary water play in Aqua-
venture Waterpark, The Ambassa-
dor Lagoon and The Lost Chambers 
Aquarium and incredible dining ex-
periences.  Already a leading holiday 
destination, the addition of Atlantis 
to Ko Olina will continue the area’s 
transformation as the new centre 

for entertainment in Hawaii with 
the addition of this new trailblazing 
landmark.

“Oceanwide is honored to part-
ner with The Resort Group and 
Kerzner in bringing one of the 
world’s most prestigious and qual-
ity resorts – Atlantis – to the state of 
Hawai‘i. We believe strongly that 
Atlantis will bolster the already 
strong tourism market, increasing 
visitor spending and adding much-
needed hotel rooms to the island,” 
said Steven Wang, senior vice presi-
dent, Oceanwide Resort Paradise HI 
LLC. “As the first of several major 
projects Oceanwide is introducing 
to Hawai‘i, we are committed to 
collaborating with our partners 
and becoming an active, long-term 
contributor to the local community 
through our developments.”

…As local designers light up runway with Nigerian Beachwear 2017 collection

The Atlantis brand has truly 
defined integrated entertainment 
destination resorts.   Each Atlan-
tis resort rises majestically out of 
the sea, the flagship, Atlantis, The 
Palm atop the apex of Palm Island 
in Dubai, and in Sanya, People’s 
Republic of China, rising from the 
South China Sea, as well as the new 
Royal Atlantis Resort & Residences 
in Dubai.   Atlantis Ko Olina will be 
inspired by Hawaii’s legacy of ocean 
exploration.  A vibrant tribute to an 
aquatic world of wonder, Atlantis 
resorts are unique, ocean-themed 
destinations offering a wide variety 
of entertainment experiences with 
restaurants by world-renowned 
chefs; a vibrant range of bars and 
lounges; extensive slides and rides at 
Aquaventure Waterpark; fresh and 
salt-water pools, lagoons and ma-
rine exhibits, including an open air 
marine habitat. Guests from around 
the world will also discover superb 
accommodation, an indulgent spa, 
luxury boutiques, magnificent 
event spaces and endless stretches 
of beach as Atlantis showcases a 
dazzling, imaginative world of fun 
for all ages. 

Inspired by the ocean, providing 
contemporary elegance, Atlantis 
Ko Olina will celebrate the incred-
ible natural elements of Hawaii’s 
environment, landscape and archi-
tecture and its distinctive heritage 
and character.  With approximate-
ly 800 luxurious guest rooms and 
suites, as well as approximately 524 
residences, Atlantis Ko Olina will 
introduce a new luxury lifestyle 
experience to the region.  Guests 

and residents will be able to enjoy 
a variety of unique amenities, 
from private gardens and private 
pools to a variety of cutting-edge 
experiences to the ultimate Beach 
Club.  Luxury retail boutiques will 
be curated to offer a wide and 
interesting selection for shopping 
pleasure in Ko Olina.  The resort 
will also house an indulgent Spa, 
introducing traditional and holistic 
practices fused with modern spa 
therapies, as well as a state-of-the-
art fitness centre.  Younger guests 
will experience their own adven-
tures, from discovering exotic ma-
rine life, to culinary lessons, to the 
latest innovations in technology.   
In addition, event space will be 
available for both large and small 
gatherings, whether for business 
or for pleasure. 

“Hawaii is the perfect location for 
our next Atlantis destination resort.  
This resort is set to quickly become 
a new landmark in Hawaii and will 
introduce the fun, interactive enter-
tainment experiences at the heart of 
the Atlantis philosophy,” said Serge 
Zaalof, Chief Operating Officer, 
Atlantis Resorts.  “I am thrilled that 
we are able to continue to innovate 
on the Atlantis adventure and we 
are committed to offering unprec-
edented experiences to resorts 
guests, residents and visitors alike.”

The addition of Atlantis will fur-
ther position Ko Olina as a premier 
mixed-use destination offering a 
sophisticated collection of upscale 
hotels, luxury resort residences, 
fine dining, alongside four crescent 
beach lagoons.  
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Bristow still strong amid 
economic downturn

B
ristow Heli-
copters has 
said it will 
remain com-
mitted to op-

erations in the country 
and continue to pro-
vide safe and efficient 
services to the Nige-
rian market, despite the 
downturn in the oil and 
gas sector.

B r i s t o w  G r o u p , 
which is a leading pro-
vider of industrial avia-
tion services offering 
helicopter transpor-
tation, search, rescue 
(SAR) and aircraft sup-
port services, includ-
ing helicopter mainte-
nance and training, to 
government and civil 
organizations world-
wide, said it will not 
compromise safety in 
its operations despite 
the harsh economic 
condition.

Since its operations 
in 1969, the group has 
been committed to de-
veloping new oppor-
tunities to serve the 
Nigerian market.

Last year, Bristow 
intro duc e d a fixe d 
wing business charter 
service operating the 
Lagos – Port Harcourt 
route for the benefit of 
our clients and other 
business corporations. 
This service is oper-
ated by 2 Embraer 135 

aircraft. The services 
include a Lagos – Abuja 
route, currently oper-
ating 3 days a week, 
as demanded by our 
clients. This service is 
an example of how the 
company is able to di-
versify and provide a 
service outside our core 
oil and gas sector.

Speaking during a 
press conference last 
week, Akin Oni, man-
aging director, Bristow 
Helicopters (Nigeria) 
Limited, said “in the oil 
and gas sector, we have 
introduced a search 

and rescue service, the 
first of its kind in Nige-
ria. The service will be 
provided by a Leonardo 
AW139 with capabili-
ties for both day and 
night rescue operations.

“The search and res-
cue service lends from 
the expertise and ex-
perience held by an 
affiliate UK company, 
Bristow Helicopters 
Limited, which pro-
vides a similar service 
to the United Kingdom. 
We are seeing grow-
ing interest from our 
clients for this service 

Ifeoma okeke

and are in extensive 
discussions with them 
about the service.”

 Oni explained that 
in the development 
of national content, 
the group has c on-
tinued to recruit and 
train national cadets 
to qualify as pilots and 
engineers. On average, 
Bristow spends about 
US$250,000 (cadet pi-
lots) and US$80,000 
(cadet engineers) per 
annum on training its 
cadets until qualification 
as pilots or engineers.

In 2016, the group 

L-R: Mayowa Babatunde, manager, Business Development; Akin Oni, managing director, Tinu Olufunke, HR manager and Tolu Olubajo, senior legal director 
all of Bristow Helicopters (Nigeria) Limited at the media engagement on Bristow operations in Nigeria.

employed 37 recently 
qualified national pi-
lots and engineers all of 
whom received Bristow 
sponsorship and sup-
port towards qualifi-
cation. Unfortunately, 
due to the depressed 
market conditions, it 
was unable to provide 
them with positions 
on our existing con-
tracts. However, rather 
than release them, the 
company has been able 
to provide them with 
other roles within our 
organisation until such 
time as our activities 
increase.

In July of this year, 
Bristow Helicopters 
reache d agre ement 
with the National Asso-
ciation of Aircraft Pilots 
and Engineers (NAAPE) 
on the remuneration of 
their members. Effec-
tive from 1 April 2016, 
parity in remunera-
tion was established 
between our national 
and expatriate aircraft 
type-licensed pilots and 
aircraft maintenance 
engineers.

As a result of the re-
duced activities in the 
oil and gas sector, Bris-
tow, like all other par-
ticipants in the oil and 
gas sector, has had to re-
duce its staff numbers. 
In 2015 alone, Bristow 
released 89 expatriate 
engineers and pilots.

In addition, 26 sup-
port staff were also re-
leased in agreement 
with their respective 
Labour Unions, the 
National Union of Air 
Transport Employees 
(NUATE) and the Air 
Transport Services Se-
nior Staff Association 
(ATSSAN), representing 
our junior and senior 
support staff. These re-
leases were done tak-
ing into account the 
requirements of our 
clients.

In 2016, the activ-
ity levels continued to 
drop. As such, addition-
al releases were inevi-
table. A further 29 ex-
patriate engineers and 
pilots and 16 support 
staffs were released. 
In addition, and with 
much regret, 21 national 
pilots and engineers 
were released.

According to Oni, 
whilst the release of a 
staff is never an easy 
decision, the release of 
any national pilot or 

engineer is even more 
difficult. Most of our 
national engineers and 
pilots were recruited 
as cadets and received 
funding from the com-
pany for training.

“We very much view 
these national pilots 
and engineers as long 
term employees and fu-
ture leaders of the com-
pany. It is therefore al-
ways a difficult decision 
to release our national 
staff. We have met with 
NAAPE on several oc-
casions to discuss and 
agree compensation 
payable to the released 
national engineers and 
pilots.

“Some of these meet-
ings have been presided 
by the Ministry of La-
bour. We continue to 
engage with NAAPE on 
the subject and remain 
open to an amicable 
dialogue to reach agree-
ment on the matter,” he 
added.

He assured that Bris-
tow is committed to 
providing services to 
our customers in Ni-
geria, adding that cur-
rently, the market and 
activity levels have re-
duced and accordingly 
Bristow, like any other 
operator, must down-
size its operations in ac-
cordance with market 
demands.

He disclosed that 
Bristow is however 
exploring new oppor-
tunities to meet the de-
mands of its customers 
as it will continue to 
contribute to the Nige-
rian market in terms of 
developing local exper-
tise and developing its 
national staff.

BD Sunday checks 
show that from the 
second half of 2014, 
the global oil and gas 
market has been in con-
tinuous decline. Nigeria 
has not been immune to 
this decline and compa-
nies have witnessed a 
significant reduction in 
activity in the Nigerian 
oil and gas market.

As a result of the re-
duced level of activ-
ity, the requirement for 
aircraft and flight hours 
for offshore transport 
has also reduced, sig-
nificantly. This is the 
reality that Bristow 
Helicopters (Nigeria) 
Limited (“Bristow”) and 
other aviation operators 
face today.

Captain Akin Oni, managing director, Bristow Helicopters (Nigeria) Limited at the media engagement on Bristow 
operations in Nigeria.
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SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

Expert warn Nigerians against acts that are 
liable to mental illness

A
lfred Makanjuo-
la, a Consultant 
Psychiatrist, Uni-
versity of Ilorin 
Teaching Hospital 

(UITH) has warned Nigerians 
to beware of stressors capable 
of triggering stress leading to 
mental illness. 

Makanjuola gave the warn-
ings on Friday during his paper 
presentation entitled: “Mental 
Health in a Dwindling Econ-
omy” held at the Medical and 
Dental Consultants Associa-
tion of Nigeria (MDCAN) 2016 
Annual General Meetings and 
Scientific Conference organ-
ised in Ilorin.

 According to him, people in 
the country are facing deluge 
of problems emanating from 
genetic factors, environmental 
factors, economic and societal 
factors.

 The expert postulated that 
there is correlation between 
the steady rise of mental ill-
ness and dwindling economy, 
especially as the country is 
in recession and approaching 
depression.

 The Psychiatrist who de-
scribed mental health as a 
state of well-being where an 
individual realizes his or her 
abilities and can cope with 
normal stress of life, be produc-
tive and make contribution 
to the community, however 
explained that such state of 
well-being are disrupted in 
one-third of individuals during 
their lifetime.   

 “Mental illness denotes 
emotional and psychological 
difficulties, which causes dis-
tress and interfere with how 
people go about their everyday 
life,” he said. 

According to the expert, 
mental ill health is charac-
terised with sadness, loss of 
appetite, confused thinking, 
prolonged depression, feelings 
of extreme highs and lows.

 Others, he said are excessive 
fears, worries, anxieties, social 
withdrawal, dramatic changes 
in eating or sleeping habits and 
strong feelings of anger among 
others.

 Makanjuola who pointed 
out the society is gradually de-
generating from the age-old ex-
tended family that we are used 

to in to becoming the lonely, 
isolated nuclear family, also 
said there is continuous failure 
in marriages and increasing 
break-down of children up-
bringing in the country, adding 
that some eventually turn to 
hard drugs which in-turn af-
fects them mentally.  

 “there is increase in mental 
illness as the global indices for 
mental illness indicated 21.2 
per cent in 2013 to an increase 
of 32.4 per cent in 2016” he said.

 The expert in mental health 
advised people to monitor their 
children and wards, adding 
that drug abuse has been taken 
to new levels where common 
medicines such as tramadol are 
taken with soft drinks, soups or 
tea and could not be detected 
easily by parents.

 Makanjuola further said 
there must be principle of 
equality in access to essential 
health to enable the achieve-
ment of standard health, say-
ing treatment of mental health 
is not costly as some ailment.

 “The government should 
ensure expansion of mental 
health and a continuos dis-
tigmatisation of people with 
mental ill health” he noted

 Also speaking at the oc-
casion, Mohammed Ibrahim, 
Vice-Chancellor of Al-Hikmah 
University, Ilorin, said that “we 
are all candidate for mental ill-
health due to various stresses 
we face in life.”

 He added that the financial 
incapacity as well as societal 
problems faced by people in 
the society makes the theme 
apt and essential topic for 
discourse. 

The VC opined that mental 
ill health could be overcome 
through collective effort and 
commitment from stakehold-
ers in the country.

The causes of mental disor-
ders are often unclear. Theories 
may incorporate findings from 
a range of fields. Mental disor-
ders are usually defined by a 
combination of how a person 
behaves, feels, perceives, or 
thinks. This may be associ-
ated with particular regions 
or functions of the brain, often 
in a social context. A mental 
disorder is one aspect of mental 
health. Cultural and religious 
beliefs, as well as social norms, 
should be taken into account 
when making a diagnosis.

Services are based in psy-

chiatric hospitals or in the 
community, and assessments 
are carried out by psychia-
trists, clinical psychologists, 
and clinical social workers, 
using various methods but 
often relying on observation 
and questioning.

 Treatments are provided by 
various mental health profes-
sionals. Psychotherapy and 
psychiatric medication are two 
major treatment options. Other 
treatments include social in-
terventions, peer support, and 
self-help. In a minority of cases 
there might be involuntary 
detention or treatment. Pre-
vention programs have been 
shown to reduce depression.

Common mental disorders 
include depression, which 
affects about 400 million, de-
mentia which affects about 
35 million, and schizophrenia, 
which affects about 21 million 
people globally.

 Stigma and discrimination 
can add to the suffering and 
disability associated with men-
tal disorders, leading to various 
social movements attempting 
to increase understanding and 
challenge social exclusion.

 



Anambra commits N25m worth of drugs 
to deworming programme in state

I
n furtherance of the 
Anambra state govern-
ment health sector ini-
tiative aimed at ensuring 
healthy growth for chil-

dren, the wife of the governor, 
Ebelechukwu Obiano has 
advised mothers to ensure that 
the quality of food they give 
to children include nutrients 
like vegetables to help them 
avoid worm infestation that 
may lead to stunted growth of 
average child in the state.

Obiano made the plea on 
Wednesday at the Launch 
of Anambra State-Wide Free 
De-Worming programme for 
school age children 1-15years 
at Central Primary School, Isu-
Anaocha, Awka North Local 
Government Area.

The governors’ wife said 
that the launch of the De-
Worming programme is very 
important because worm-free 
children grow healthy and 
strong; stressing the need for 
mothers to give children bal-
anced diet. She said.

“The food a child eats while 
growing up is imp ortant 
because it helps both their 
physical and mental develop-
ment. Although, resources are 
scarce and we are in recession, 
mothers should try and feed 
children with vegetables. I 
know from experience that 
most children don’t like it but 

vegetables can be made tasty 
when you blend it with plan-
tain and banana. That way, 
they eat healthy and can avoid 
incidents that may make them 
vulnerable to worm or other 
infections.”

Obiano, who proceeded to 
launch the De-worming pro-
gramme, thanked the imple-
menting partners like United 
Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) and people 

of Isu-Anaocha especially the 
women, teachers and the chil-
dren for coming out en mass for 
the occasion.

Speaking earlier on the im-
portance of the De-worming 
programme, Anambra State 
Commissioner for Health, Joe 
Akabike said that the exer-
cise was launched to prepare 
children in primary schools 
for the Federal Government 
School Feeding programme by 

commencing the de-worming 
ahead to ensure that the chil-
dren are worm-free and ready, 
as well as keeping the food 
hygienic and safe from worms 
before consumption.

The Commissioner ex-
plained that Anambra is com-
mitting N25million worth 
of drugs to the Deworming 
programme which will be a 
week-long exercise across the 

state. He commended the im-
plementing partners for con-
ducting the needs assessment 
Survey of Poverty Distribution 
and Access to Social Services 
in 21 LGAS in Anambra State 
conducted by the UNDP in 
conjunction with Anambra 
State Ministry of Economic 
Planning  which identified six 
under-served Local Govern-
ment Areas  mainly in remote 
agrarian communities includ-
ing Anambra North which 
was chosen for the launch 
of the free deworming pro-
gramme. He further revealed 
that Anambra scored 9 points 
in the nation-wide assessment 
of the Rate of Stuntedness to 
come first ahead of other states. 
He however assured that the 
state is committed to reducing 
the rate of prevalence to zero. 

Akabike also reassured 
people of the government 
determination to improve the 
health and living conditions of 
Ndi Anambra. He highlighted 
many of the programmes of 
the state in the health sector 
including rehabilitation of 65 
Primary Health Centres, Drug 
Revolving Fund, setting up of a 
Central Drug Store, rehabilita-
tion of General Hospitals in the 
Senatorial Districts, as well as 
the Health Insurance Scheme 
which would soon take-off 
among others. 

Drug producer Reckitt Benckiser fined

A
n Australian court on Fri-
day fined British phar-
maceutical giant Reckitt 
Benckiser a record six 

million Australian dollars (4.4 mil-
lion dollars), for misleading custom-
ers over the abilities of its range of 
Nurofen painkiller products.

 Australia’s consumer watchdog, 
the Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission (ACCC), had 
already won its case against the 
company in Dec. 2015, but felt the 
1.7-million-dollar fine imposed by 
the court in April was inadequate. 
The ACCC, however, appealed to 
Australia’s Federal Court.

 It said the Nurofen range of 
products all contained the same 
active ingredient, ibuprofen lysine 
342mg, in spite of claims on the 
packaging that each product tar-
geted a different type of pain.

 In Friday’s decision handed 
down in Sydney, judges said the 
claims on Nurofen products were 
“inherently misleading’’ and the 
ingredients did not target any par-

ticular pain type.
“The objective of any penalty 

in this case must be to ensure 
that Reckitt Benckiser and other 
‘would-be wrongdoers’ think twice.

 “Also, the wrongdoers should 
decide not to act against the strong 
public interest,’’ the judges said in 
their decision to increase the fine.

The judges noted that the phar-
maceutical giant would also have to 
pay the ACCC’s legal costs.

 ACCC chairman Rod Sims said it 
was the highest corporate penalty 
imposed so far for misleading con-
duct under Australian consumer 
law and bodes well for other cases 
the organisation was pursuing.

 “The boards of companies and 
the chief executives of companies 
need to make sure their marketing 
people aren’t pushing the limits to 
misleading consumers,’’ Sims said.

Reckitt Benckiser said in a state-
ment to the media organisations 
that it was “disappointed’’ at the 
court’s decision. 

- NAN
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F
e l i x  A n y a n s i -A g w u , 
Chairman of Enyimba In-
ternational Football Club 
of Aba, on Friday assured 
that his team was fully 

prepared for the 2016/2017 Nigeria 
Professional Football League (NPFL) 
season.

Enyimba will take on Sunshine 
Stars FC of Akure on January 15 in 
their Match Day 1 fixture of the new 
league season.

Anyansi-Agwu said his team 
would be looking towards gaining 
victory in the game against the 
Sunshine Stars.

“Our first game of the league sea-
son against Sunshine Stars is going 
to be a very big game. But I expect 
nothing less than a win for us, es-
pecially because we are beginning 
our campaign at home.

“Sunshine Stars have always 
been tough opponents, but we have 
a special mentality with which we 
approach games like this, and that 
is why we are Enyimba.

“However, I think what matters 
most is how well you have prepared 
for the league.

“It’s not just about the Match Day 
1 game because at some point you 
are still going to meet the other 18 

T
he Federal Government has 
released $1,173,820 to cover 
for outstanding entitlements 
for Super Eagles and Super 
Falcons.

According to an official statement, 
the office of the Nigerian Accountant 
General has released for payment of 
$1,173,820 to pay outstanding win 
bonus for the Super Eagles in the 2018 
World Cup qualifiers and for the Super 
Falcons participation at the just con-
cluded 10th edition of the Women’s 
Africa Nations Cup in Cameroon.

The Falcons recently staged a protest 
march to the country’s parliament to 
press for the payment of their bonuses 
and allowances after they won a record 
eighth women’s continental crown in 
Cameroon.

They carried placards with various 
inscriptions demanding they be paid 
their monies and have vowed not to 
release the trophy they won in Cam-
eroon until they are paid.

They have been holed up at their 
Abuja hotel since they returned to 
Nigeria from Cameroon in protest over 
the non-payment of their entitlements 
despite reassurances from top officials 
including the country’s sports minister.
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Enyimba ready for new NPFL season- 
Anyansi assures

Sunday 18 December 2016

ANTHONY NLEBEM with agency 
reports

clubs in the league.
“Now we have barely a month 

left before the new league season 
begins and I think it will be an in-
teresting one,” he said.

The Aba Elephants hold a slim 
head-head record against Sunshine 
Stars, having won twice and lost 
once, with three draws in the last 

A
n t h o n y  J o s h u a  h a s 
brushe d aside David 
Haye’s suggestion that he 
has picked the opportune 

time to take advantage of Wladimir 
Klitschko’s age.

Haye, an interested spectator 
on Saturday night as Joshua de-
feated Eric Molina then confirmed 
a Sky Sports Box Office showdown 
against Klitschko, immediately pre-
dicted that “perfect timing” meant 
the younger champion would win.

“David Haye says a lot of things,” 
laughed Joshua, speaking at Wem-
bley Stadium.

“If I fought Klitschko on De-
cember 10, it would have been the 
perfect time, now April 29 is the 
perfect time, and if it wouldn’t have 
happened then, then later on will be 
the perfect time.

“I understand where he’s coming 
from, but it doesn’t matter when I 
fight. It has to be the perfect time 
because I’ve taken the challenge.”

Respite for Falcons, Super Eagles as FG releases over $1m

three seasons.
Enyimba were held to a goalless 

draw at home, while they lost 0-2 
away to Sunshine Stars in the re-
turn fixture of the 2015/2016 NPFL 
season.

Sunshine Stars however finished 
the league season in sixth place, 
while Enyimba ended 10th on the 
NPFL table.

Joshua responds to 
Haye’s jibe

Nigeria’s Super Eagles will also now 
be paid a win bonus of $5,000 each for 
the victories against Zambia and Alge-
ria in the qualifying series for the 2018 
World Cup in Russia.

Nigeria lead the qualifying group 

for Russia 2018 on six points from two 
matches.

Cameroon are second with two 
points, while both Zambia and Algeria 
have a point each.

Haye, who lost a world heavy-
weight title unifier against Klitsch-
ko five-and-a-half years ago, had 
expressed concern that the veteran 
Ukrainian’s skills have diminished.

“By the time the fight happens, he 
will be 41 years of age, and he will 
have been pretty much 18 months 
out of the ring,” Haye said last week.

“It’s terrible preparation to fight 
someone so young and someone 
who has been fighting so regularly.

“You can only go by current form 
and in the last fight he had against 
Tyson Fury, he refused to let his 
hands go. He couldn’t pull the trig-
ger.”

Before Joshua puts his IBF belt on 
the line against Klitschko on April 
29 at Wembley, Haye will face Tony 
Bellew on March 4.
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Chinese Super League a treat to clubs- Conte

C
helsea manager Antonio 
Conte believes the huge 
money being spent on play-
ers by Chinese clubs is a dan-
ger for all teams in the world.

Blues midfielder Oscar, 25, is close to 
a £60m move to Chinese Super League 
club Shanghai SIPG in January and 
is expected to receive an estimated 
£400,000 a week.

Conte said it would be difficult to 
manage a player on such a high salary.

Chinese clubs spent £200m before 
the start of the 2016 season.

The Chinese transfer record was 
broken three times in 10 days, as former 
Chelsea Brazil midfielder Ramires was 
signed by Jiangsu Suning for £25m, 
followed by Guangzhou Evergrande 
Taobao buying Colombia striker Jack-
son Martinez for £31m from Atletico 
Madrid.

Jiangsu then paid Shakhtar Donetsk 
£38.4m for Brazilian midfielder Alex 
Teixeira.

However, the fee for Teixeira was 
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eclipsed by the £46.1m paid by Shang-
hai SIPG for Zenit St Petersburg’s Brazil 
forward Hulk during the mid-season 
summer window.

The next Chinese transfer window 
opens on 1 January and closes on 28 
February.

Arsenal midfielder Alexis San-
chez has been linked with a reported 
£500,000-a-week contract at Hebei 
China Fortune, managed by former 
Manchester City boss Manuel Pel-
legrini.

“The Chinese market is a danger 
for all teams in the world, not only for 
Chelsea,” said Conte.

But speaking about the Premier 
League, he added: “This league is fan-
tastic, a great opportunity [for players], 
a great honour and we should be very 
proud we play in this league.”

Conte refused to confirm Oscar’s 
move, saying: “I don’t know exactly 
the amount, or the situation. Now we 
have to wait - when it is the moment 
you will know.”

S
pecial Olympics Nigeria in 
partnership with Esso Explo-
ration and Production Nigeria 
Limited has launched its Youth 
Empowerment initiative. At 

a colourful event hosted in lagos and 
graced by dignitaries including mem-
bers of Special Olympics Nigeria board 
of directors, partners, athletes and their 
parents, the initiative was unveiled 
with its benefits.

The Special Olympics Nigeria Youth 
Empowerment Initiative, which is a 
brainchild of the organization with 
support from Esso Exploration and 
Production Nigeria Limited, is meant to 
empower its athletes with intellectual 
disability to receive necessary job skills 
relevant to attaining mastery in their 
respective interest and expertise.

It would also enable athletes secure 
a sustainable means of livelihood by of-
fering each candidate a skillset of choice 

ANTHONY NLEBEM 

Special Olympics Nigeria launches Youth 
Empowerment Initiative

to cultivate. Ultimately, this would re-
duce the athlete’s overall dependency 
on loved ones and family members 
by empowering them with valuable 
skillset relevant to self-reliance and 
actualization

Speaking at the event, Chairman, 
Board of Directors, Special Olympics Ni-
geria, Victor Gbolade Osibodu, thanked 
Esso Exploration Nigeria Limited for 
their support of the initiative. He also 
commended volunteers, Care givers, 
Nurses who have devoted their time 
whenever requested. “It is our belief 
that with the support of all we would 
achieve the goals and objectives of this 
youth empowerment initiative. These 
athletes would be able to do more and 
contribute their quota to society,” he 
stated

According to Naomi Saliu-Lawal, 
National Director Special Olympics 
Nigeria, “we embarked on this youth 
empowerment program to enable our 
athletes acquire vocational skills and 

mentorship experience. Seasoned 
instructors and mentors have been 
carefully chosen in the categories of 
empowerment coverage including ca-
tering, sewing, hairdressing, barbing, 
photography, bead work and academ-
ics across various vocational centers 
in Lagos”  

Special Olympics Nigeria is part 
of a worldwide movement (Special 
Olympics international) that aims at 
changing the negative attitude and mis-
conceptions of people with intellectual 
disabilities. It’s mission is to provide 
year-round sports training and athletics 
competitions in a variety of Olympic - 
type sports for children and adults with 
intellectual disabilities, giving them 
continued opportunities to develop 
physical fitness; demonstrate courage; 
experience joy; participate in sharing 
of gifts and skills; and share friendship 
with other athletes and their family 
members in their immediate commu-
nity, country and in the world at large.

S
uper Eagles star Ogenyi On-
azi has thrown his weight 
behind protesting African 
champions Super Falcons 
by donating a million naira 

to them.
A source close to the team re-

vealed the Trabzonspor of Turkey 
midfielder showed concern about 
the ladies plight.

“Onazi is a fantastic man and sup-
ported the Falcons with the sum of 
one million Naira, that really helped 
the ladies,” a source reported.

“He also gave one of the injured 
players N200,000 for her treatment.

“He is a wonderful guy. I was 
aware some of the girls called him 
to complain about their plight and 
he helped them.”

Onazi gifts 
Super Falcons 
N1million

L-R: Dolapo Ogunbawo, Member, Board of Directors Special Olympics Nigeria; Naomi Saliu-Lawal, National Director, Special 
Olympics Nigeria; Hetty Bakare, Member, Board of Directors Special Olympics Nigeria; Victor Gbolade Osibodu, Chairman, 
Board of Directors, Special Olympics Nigeria, Constance Nwokejiobi, Representative of Esso Exploration and Production 
Nigeria Limited and Charles Akindayomi, Member, Board of Directors Special Olympics Nigeria during the launch of Special 
Olympics Nigeria Youth Empowerment Initiative in Lagos.

L-R: Afolabi Afuape, Ogun State Com-
missioner for Youths and Sports; Adebu-
kunola Adebutu Kesington, sponsor of 
Ogun State U-18 Football Competeition; 
Dele Ajayi and Ganiu Majekodunmi, 
Chairmen of Ondo and Ogun States 
Football Associations respectively at the 
finals of the Competition held at Sagamu 
International Stadium.
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What’s in it for me? (2)

“By the way,  O.J. ,”  said Afr ica-
Man, “do you know I get some hard 
c o p i e s  o f  Ni g e r i a n  n e w s p a p e r s, 
including BusinessDay, right here in 
Vladivostok?”

“How manage?” I asked.
“Simple: they come by slow boat. 

Three to four weeks late, but still they 
give me a fuller feel of things in Nigeria 
than the online versions. That’s where 
I read the Mango Tree adverts, by the 
way. Surprisingly, the online editions 
have hardly any advertisements.”

“But how come you know so much 
about multi-level marketing—did you 
call it  MLM?”

“I’ve had my finger in too many 
pies. You know me, O.J.—or have you 
forgotten? I’m a jack of all trades. . .”

“ . . . and a master of . . .”
“Who am I to argue? . . .”
“So you’ve tried some MLMs?”
“Yes, and investigated some from a 

distance. When I was a student in LA 
there was a company called Holiday 
Magic. Fantastic promises of paradise 
on earth. I  fell  for it.  I  scrounged 
together $2,000 . . .”

 “A lot of money in those days—like 
$20,000 today . . .”

“You said it . . .  I bought myself 
the rank of General—or was it a mere 
Colonel? Then came the hard part—
recruiting. I recruited three or four 
people . . .”

“. . . then you ran out of fools . . .”
“Exactly. All the promises of paradise 

on earth turned to ashes in my mouth.”
“And you were not alone, I bet.”
“No, I wasn’t. The organizers were 

laughing all the way to the bank every 
day, while thousands and thousands 
l o st  m i l l i o n s,  w i t h  n o  c ha n c e  o f 
recouping. Complaints got filed. The 
media started singing. Police and the 
courts stepped in.”

“I hear they don’t fool around over 
there.”

“That’s right. The judicial system is 
tough, and the police are mean.”

“Ah, but I bet you can bribe them.”
“You try bribing them, man, you 

earn yourself a longer jail term. Holiday 
Magic was disbanded.”

“Did you get any money back?”
“Not a penny.”
“Was that the end of MLMs?”
“No. Evil never ends in the world, 

O.J. It only changes form. Like natural 
matter. No matter is ever lost—at least 
so we’re told—but only changes form. 
Pyramid schemes are still going strong 
in America.”

“Pyramid schemes?”
“That’s what they are. The term MLM 

was invented to hide the fact that it’s all 
a pyramid scheme.”

“You lost me. Please explain.”
“Well,  each of these schemes is 

organized on the vertical principle 
of socio-economic hierarchy which 
replicates the shape of a pyramid. The 
mass of the population (the lower class 
and underclass) wallow in poverty and 
misery at the base, producing with their 
labor most of what sustains the society 
in goods and services. The middle and 
upper-middle classes sit on the heads 
of the lower classes and live reasonably 
comfortably, while a tiny super-rich 
minority enjoys an affluent and easy 
life at the top.”

“Sounds like medieval Europe.”
“That’s right. Not much has changed 

from the medieval pyramid—except 
f o r  t h e  rh e t o r i c  ( m o re  p ro m i s e s 
than provisions) of upward mobility 
demanded by a modern democratic 
dispensat ion.  The ML M pyramid 

usually has five levels,  each level 
na m e d  a f t e r  s o m e  s o c i a l  s t atu s, 
professional rank, natural mineral or 
precious stone.”

“ You mean like diamond, gold, 
chairman, field marshall or professor?”

“Exactly. Some MLMs are crude and 
brash, with cat-out-of-the-bag names 
like The Food Chain, Parasites Delight, 
Dog Eaters Club (in San Francisco’s 
Chinatown), or Yo Lim Gen (pseudo-
Korean for Your Loss is My Gain.) But 
the most sophisticated of them is eN-
Way, nicknamed WII-FM or What’s In 
It For Me?”

“Sounds more like a digital satellite 
radio station.”

“It’s an old fashioned 419 scheme 
that reinvents and renames itself every 
decade but maintains unchanging its 
relentless, predatory soul of dog eat 
dog and mighty crush the weak.”

“I bet the base of their pyramid is 
Lead.”

“It ’s  Bamboo. Above it  is  Iron, 
followed by Brass, then Silver, then 
Gold at the top.”

“It must be a long, hard climb from 
Bamboo to Gold.”

“It  requires  alchemy,  a  vir tual 
chemical transformation.”

“I bet the majority never make it.”
“That’s right. They are Bamboozled, 

and stay that way. That’s why the 
majority always constitutes the base 
of any social pyramid.”

“Wouldn’t be a pyramid, otherwise.”
“That’s right.”
“Bamboozled, eh? A fool and his 

money are soon parted, they say.”
“Yes, but some fools are more fool 

than others, while some are clever 
tricksters pretending to be fools.”

“Wolves in sheep’s clothing?”
“That way they dupe the real fools 

more easily. The fastest fliers attain 
Gold in five years, which normally takes 
fifteen to twenty years on average.”

“The charismatic ones, the slick 
operators, fast talkers and preachers 
. . .”

“That’s right. They are swimming in 
money. . . .”

To Be Continued
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Week
Quotes of the

Computer Virus–the words alone pro-
voke images of vanishing data, crashing 
PC’s, and financial ruin. Emerging from 
obscurity 12 years ago to front page news, 
the computer virus has been portrayed in 
Hollywood as everything from a way to 
siphon off millions of dollars, to a secret 
weapon to bring down an alien enemy. 
The popular press has had its share of 
fun with Michelangelo, Melissa, and the 
Love Letter as well. While maybe not 
as dramatic as Hollywood portrayals or 
USA Today reports, viruses are a daily 
nuisance for both home and corporate 
computer users. With each new virus, 
a dozen antivirus vendors swing into 
action to find a cure. We spoke to prod-
uct managers and researchers at Panda, 
McAfee, Symantec, and eSafe to get some 
insight into their work. In this two-part 
article, we’ll explore a few of the tech-
niques these vendors use to identify and 
detect viruses.

Details of the work antivirus re-
searchers conduct is shrouded in secrecy. 
Their goal is to produce an antivirus 
product that can discover both known 
and unknown viruses and malicious 
code, stop it, and whenever possible, 
reverse any damage performed. 

Blogs
From the 

“This is to inform all concerned that the IGR 
policy of the state did not provide for the 
appointment of revenue agents. Ministries, 
departments and agencies of the government 
are by this notice directed not to appoint any 
agent for 2017, as the Abia State Government 
will not be held liable for any contravention”.
Ude Oko Chukwu, Deputy  Govermor, Abia 
State.
“We will extend road networks to connect 
new areas not previously linked with the road 
infrastructure grid to facilitate the movement 
of people and produce to markets. We will 
support at least 20,000 entrepreneurs over 
the next four years to stimulate the economy 
through Micro Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) development creating no less than 
50,000 additional jobs”.  Godwin Obaseki, Edo 
State Governor.
The issue of removal of history from our 
secondary school curriculum was a great set 
back. That was when mentoring stopped in this 
country. You chose a mentor not because you 
know the person; you read about somebody and 
chose him to be your mentor. But here was a 
country where we stopped talking about our 
achievers and our leaders because we believe 
some people have more than the others and we 
shot ourselves”. Benson Aruna, chairperson, 
Nigerian Institute of Training and Develop-
ment (NITAD), Lagos chapter. 

Numbers
N60bn
Nigeria’s Minister of Finance,  Kemi Adeousn, said 
Federal Government was set to release N60 billion 
for capital projects to stimulate the economy.

$50
Brent, against which half of the world’s oil is priced, 
rose by $0.84 to $50.69 per barrel as of 7:58pm 
Nigerian time.


