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BEAUTY  IN THE MUCKLEFORD FOREST  
DESPITE OUR DRY SUMMER 

 

On Feb 6, our first Bush Ramble for 2013, we drove to the Red 

White and Blue Mine in the Muckleford Forest and rambled in the 

bush for about an hour. Several new members joined the group 

and we were delighted to be visited by a scarlet robin. 

A very hot day but we left at 9am and returned at 10.30 and so 

avoided the intense heat. Bush Rambling. Dot Henshall  5472  5108 

 
 

Photo by Dot Henshall 
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U3A OFFICE DETAILS 

The Office is at the Uniting Church Complex,  
Lyttleton Street, Castlemaine 
 

Office Hours are: 
Monday to Thursday 1.30 pm – 3.30 pm 
Phone:  5472 2249 
Website: www.u3acastlemaine.com 

 

Current 2013 Subscription Fee 
$50.00 + $10.00 for mailing of Newsletter if required. 

New Members joining after June 30                                                                        

pay 50% of the subscription fee.  

Friday Coffee Morning  
Coffee Mornings are held on the first Friday of the 

month at 10.00 am in the Uniting Church Hall. 

 

The Speaker for the March Coffee Morning     

will be George Milford: and his topic,                                                         

“The History of Barkers Creek” 

ROSTERED MEMBERS 

MARCH 

 
Movies of Merit 
 Plus 
 
Esma Carr 
Ian Edwards 
Carole Peoples  

 

APRIL 

Ann Baxter 
Gwenda Beare 
Craig Gough 
Victoria Holland 
Keith McEwan 
Bronwyn Stephens 
Helen Wheeler 

Committee Meetings 
are held on the third Thursday in the month at 9.30 am in 

the U3A Office, at the Uniting Church Complex. 

    Deadline for the April 2013 Newsletter is 3pm Monday 25th March   

Any contributions to the Newsletter should be 

emailed to u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com or left 

at the office. 
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President’s Report  

 
Hello everyone and welcome to a full year of activities and a 25th Birthday to celebrate later in 

the year. There was no Committee meeting in January. Thank you to our Course Coordinator 

Dick Mack and Venues’ Coordinator Robyn Yeoman, a splendid start to the year. 

A very well organized promotion of U3A occurred on Friday 11th January when Dick, Hugh 

Webb, Joanna Parkes and I attended the local radio station for interviews about enrolment days and new 

courses being presented this year. Thank you Jenny Craig and Bev Orgill. 

I reported at the February Coffee Morning that on 14th January Dick Mack, Robyn Yeoman and I met with 

Lisa Chesters the Labor candidate for Bendigo.  She is aware of the plight of the ever-growing U3A’s in her 

region and nation wide. Lisa did say she would advise us of grant opportunities especially from Canberra. I 

will remind her. We will meet with other candidates when invited. 

On 23rd January we were advised of a successful grant application for Dot Henshall’s special PA backpack 

for her Tai Chi classes. Thank you Dick Mack who applied for this grant at very short notice. There was then 

a call from Dot more recently for more chairs for her “seated Tai Chi” classes and those have been donated. 

Well done members. 

At 8.30 am on Australia Day Sue Turner, Jo Parkes and I had a short working bee at Octopus before going to 

M of M. All windows cleaned, many but the highest cobwebs removed, floors vacuumed, some dusting and 

curtains washed. All is bright and beautiful now thanks Sue and Jo. 

Carolyn Wallace invited U3A to a council briefing in on 5th February. There was a preparatory meeting, 

which Peter Stephens attended. The Councillors’ briefing was simply that. There are a lot of new councillors 

this term.  

Between us Peter and I made the points that our major concerns are finding suitable venues and the issue of 

U3A falling outside funding guidelines. We talked about how much of our accommodation is unsatisfactory. 

However we were assured the Octopus lease was on the way and the building is soon to be officially ours 

for the term of the lease.  We were invited to use the Shire photocopier for our Newsletter and Prospectus in 

future. There will be further reports about how suitable this offer is in reality. Thank you Peter Stephens for 

your ongoing support. 

Win Jodell 

 

Remi gives us “A delicious taste of France” with his 

crepes  at our  February Coffee Morning. 

In the hot conditions that we are experiencing I, urge members to take special care and to carry a 

small bottle of water to classes, eat something small before going out and generally drink plenty clear 

fluids during the day. 



 

 

This year’s CAR TRAIL 

Wednesday April 17th .
                

Commencing 9.30am. 

 

The scenic route this year will start at  

Castlemaine Camp Reserve and after a leisurely 

drive along quiet country roads, exploring our 

local history, we will finish in the Daylesford 

area with a BYO picnic lunch. The distance 

travelled will be approximately 80 kilometres.  

This has proved to be a most enjoyable event in 

the past and a perfect opportunity to mix with 

other members. This year we hope to be joined 

by some of our neighbouring U3A groups as 

well. 

There is a charge of $5 per car collected on the 

day to cover maps and incidentals. 

 
Please fill in the “Expression of Interest" sheet on 
Coffee Morning or in the office. 

 

 

Bus Trip                                                               
         to                                                                                    

Tarrawarra Museum of  Art. 
 

Castlemaine Gallery are happy to announce a 

bus trip to “TarraWarra Museum of Art”, to 

which Castlemaine U3A has been invited  

on  

Thursday 14 March 
to see 

Master of Stillness:  
Jeffrey Smart paintings 1940-2011. 

 

The bus will leave the Castlemaine Art Gallery 

at 9.00am and return by 5.00pm. 

The ticket price of $75 includes entry fee, a 

guided tour, and lunch. Please inform the or-

ganisers of any special requirements when 

booking and be aware that there is no refund if 

you cannot make it on the day. Of course you can 

use a replacement for your booking. 

 

Booking: In person at the Gallery. 

Phone: 5472 2292 

Mail: Cheque or Postal order made payable to  

Castlemaine Art Gallery and Historical Museum. 

PO Box 248 Castlemaine 3450 

 

All the details about the Exhibition can be 

found in a flyer posted on the Notice Board on 

our website, u3acastlemaine.com  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

GINGER CORDIAL  

A refreshing drink as served during the February 

meeting of the Special Events Committee. 

Ingredients: 

2 large pieces rootginger chopped finely 

2 cups sugar 

2 cups water 

2 teasp. tartaric acid 

1-2 slices lemon. 

Method: 

Boil all ingredients together making sure the sugar 

and tartaric acid dissolve. 

Simmer 10 minutes then cool. Add 1 cup lemon juice, 

strain and bottle. 

Use as cordial, mixing with soda water or sparkling 

mineral water. 

Thanks to Christobel Comerford. 

COMING EVENTS 

OFFICE NEWS 
 

U3A Castlemaine has been given a piece of equip-

ment for the Office that Course Leaders might 

find useful. It is a Fordigraph FB3000 Comb 

Binding machine which is used to bind folders.  

It has been anonymously donated on an indefinite 

loan basis. 

If you feel it would benefit your group you can 

contact our Office 

Manager  

George N Gray 

03 5472 5334 

0413 716 338 

 

Can you donate a  tea towel for Coffee Morning? 
 

In order to have our own supply of tea towels for 

coffee morning, we are asking members if they can 

donate one to the cause. They can be left with Lyn 

Hall at Coffee Morning. 



Course Co-ordinator’s Report  

 

Well, the year certainly started with a BIG BANG! 

53 courses have begun!  Over 1100 individual enrolments have been received.  New enrolments keep trick-

ling in and are being checked against membership payments. 

The most popular classes are: Movies of Merit (58 enrolments), Everything Apple (41), Bridge (34), China – A 

Giant Awakes (30), Choral – Singing together (28), Treasures of the Earth (27), Tai Chi (27). 

Unfortunately several classes have been cancelled: French Conversation (course leader leaving district); Ger-

man II, Debating, and English Language (lack of numbers); Michael McNeill & Fred van Amelsvoort have 

resigned as course leaders. 

Finding suitable venues continues to be a problem, and a number of changes have already been made.  We 

apologise for any inconvenience this has caused 

Course leaders have been asked to provide feedback on first classes, and some useful comments have been 

made.  In general feedback has been very positive.  People are just glad to get back into classes, catch up with 

friends, and actively engage in the fun of learning! 

Please, please, please!  If you’re going to be absent from a class, please put in an apology!  If you wish to 

withdraw entirely from a course, please advise the course leader!  It is only courtesy, and only takes a minute 

to do.  We don’t want to have to bring in rules about attendance, but with some classes heavily attended, we 

might need to think about weeding out people who don’t keep us informed of their intentions. 

 

Courses Sub-Committee 

Your Committee has agreed to form a Courses Sub-Committee to assist the Course Co-ordinator and the 

Course Administrator, and advise the Committee on matters related to the planning and conduct of U3A 

Castlemaine courses. 

We are looking for four U3A members, including at least one current course leader, to join this group. 

More information is available on the U3A website. 

If you are interested in joining, or finding out more, contact Dick or Robyn  by email or phone, or at a coffee 

morning. 

 

Dick Mack, Course Co-ordinator 



Requiem & thEN. . . ?                                                   
Vic Say 5472 1841 

 

Two works new to the group started the year. Hear-

ing Jan Dismas Zelenka's Requiem for the first time was 

a joy, with all 14 members attending wanting to hear it 

again. It was composed for the funeral rites of Augustus 

the Strong, 'Strong' because apart from the single child 

born to his estranged wife, he had 267 'other' chil-

dren. The protestant Bach composed for the protestant 

wife of the converted Catholic King Augustus - while his 

Catholic contemporary, Zelenka, composed for the King 

himself. (Zelenka 1679 - 1745 : Bach: 1685 - 1750) How-

ever Bach and Zelenka were not estranged and Zelenka 

stayed in Bach's house in Leiptzig where Bach had his 

son copy some of Zelenka's music. 

 

We followed with a requiem by Hasse. Zelenka was re-

jected when he applied for the job he was acting in when 

he wrote the requiem we listened to, in favour of the 

popular Italianate opera composer, Hasse. The height of 

fashion in the Dresden of his times, Hasse, also a friend of 

Bach's, was a generation younger: 1699 - 1783. Large scale 

introspective works written by Zelenka in his final years 

after Hasse's appointment are said to never have been 

performed in his life-time, while Hasse was known affec-

tionately as  'the dear Saxon'  from about 1726 until the 

end of his life. However while "few artists enjoyed such 

success and acquired such a remarkable reputation as 

Hasse, few have been forgotten more completely than he 

is now", according to Fetis, one of the fathers of musicol-

ogy, in 1844.  

 

Mozart's is the requiem most frequently requested by 

our group, 10 of the 14 asked me to play it again. We will 

begin March with it in preparation for the live perform-

ances in Melbourne by the Melbourne Symphony Orches-

tra about a week later. Whether we have a session on 

March 15 will depend on the group, maybe we will defer 

to the visual arts' program, see below.  

 

Westlake's non-liturgical requiem will begin our April 

program. A recent composition, we have access to both 

the Melbourne and the Sydney performances.  

 

 

March 1st at 1-30: Mozart Requiem 

 

 

March 15th (tba - ?) Festival's Visual Arts 

Biennial open from 10am 

 

April 5th at 1-30: Westlake 

 

CLASS NOTES 

Opera -  

an occasional evening series—

Vic Say 5472 1841 
 

Friday 1st March at 7-00 pm   -  

Donizetti's Anna Bolena 

 
Another Donizetti Tudor based opera, after enjoying his 

Maria Stuarda last session. This time it is the Vienna 

State Opera production, broadcast fairly recently by 

SBS. Anna Bolena is sung by Anna Netrebko, Jane 

(Giovanna) Seymour by Elina Garanca and Henry 

(Enrico)  VIII  by Ildebrando D'Arcangelo, plus some 

other wonderfully sung roles.  
 

 Understanding Opera 

Marion Taubman  5470 5079 

 

The first 'Understanding Opera' class of 2013 was held at 

Peter Morris's home on Wednesday 13 February.  The 

Opera we discussed and from which we heard exerpts 

was 'The Masked Ball' by that master of melody Giuseppe 

Verdi and librettist Antonio Somma. Originally about the 

conspiracy and assassination of GustavIII of Sweden in 

1792 the location was moved to North America as this 

subject was too politically sensitive (someone had just 

been assassinated or an attempt was made in Italy at this 

time and the censors were a bit toey) . 

I was once told that the theme of all operas is that a base 

or several bases/baritones undertake all sorts of hijinks 

trying to keep the tenor and soprano apart which is 

roughly true although the plot was a little darker than 

this.  We heard some glorious voices (and of course the 

conspirators were bases) and compared several versions 

of some arias. 

In the next class which will be held on Wednesday 13 

March we will look at the opera Aida which is a truly 

grand opera, commissioned for the Italian Theatre in 

Cairo and set in the Egyptian/ Ethiopian wars.  The cast 

has included elephants in some productions. Once again 

by Giuseppe Verdi, the story is about star-crossed lovers 

( a soprano and tenor of course) being thwarted by some 

wonderful bases.  Peter says no elephants this time owing 

to lack of space. 

 

COLLECTORS  

 & 

COLLECTIONS 

With Hugh Webb 

5472 5454 



MUSIC APPRECIATION                                                                                                                                                               
Bruce Baud      5472  4574 

The mornings music was an interesting variety,  be-

ginning with Franz Schubert (1707-18280. The work 

was his Sonatina for Violin and Piano in D Major 

D384 composed in 1816, a work in 3 movements. 

The recording we heard was played by the Bamberg 

Duo ,  a piece of Schubert I have never heard be-

fore  but thoroughly enjoyed. Next we heard Bee-

thoven (1770-1827) with his Symphony in F No 6 , 

known as The Pastoral., composed in 1807-O8. The 

music was framed around a day in the country and 

the feelings it aroused of happiness and variety. It 

was composed with 5 movements and is an ever 

popular favourite. After the refreshment break we 

heard the music of  Domenico Scarlatti (1685 - 1757), 

he composed over 500 music Sonatas. We heard 4 of 

these Sonatas. Our next composer was 

Fredrick  Chopin (1810 - 49) . Schopin's Nocturnes 

came about 100 years after Scarlatti's  Sonatas . We 

heard 4 of Chopins’ Nocturnes  which took us into 

the Romantic Era of musical composition. Our final 

composer was Mozart with The Horn Concerto No 1 

in D,  K412 . This work is usually heard with a 

French horn soloist , but in this recording the solo 

instrument was the flugelhorn, the soloist being 

Frank Fenzishin. This instrument is a refined ver-

sion of a military bugle and a hunting horn. It pro-

duces a very rich melodious sound  A  spectacular 

end to the morning’s music.  

 

Wagner - The Ring Cycle 

Vic Say 5472 1841 

 
The February session was spent listening to Cooke's 

analysis of the musical motifs Wagner uses in 'The 

Ring' to represent and emotionally signal the many 

and interrelated aspects of this vast musical drama. 

In doing so, Cooke provides a wonderful analysis of 

the relationships of The Ring's many dynamic and 

static elements and the themes which link them. Per-

haps the over riding theme might be summed up as 

the struggle for absolute power by two male charac-

ters, one with evil intent, who deliberately re-

nounces love in order to achieve power; the other, of 

flawed character, who despite good intent, betrays 

love in order to achieve power. And the destructive 

results. 

 

1st March - An Introduction to The Ring DVD at 

7pm at Felicity and Vic's 

 

5th April - Staging the Ring DVD: to be confirmed 

possibly preparations for the staging of the current 

MetOpera production or the old Adelaide produc-

tion, to give us an idea of the task currently under 

way in Melbourne. 

 

ABORIGINAL HISTORY - OUR SHARED HISTORY                                                                                                                       

FELICITY SAY.5472 1841 

 

5th. MARCH 

WE continue to follow the work of archeologists through the 1970's and their discoveries of the various forms and antiquity of rock 

art across the continent and what they tell us of these ancient peoples. 

 

19th. MARCH 

It's not widely understand that Aboriginal people devised their own zodiac, believed to long pre-date it's European counterpart which 

was probably developed by the Assyrians or earlier by the Babylonians in about 2000B.C. 

 

Former Swinburne University lecturer, John Morieson, our guest speaker, whose research had the support of Aboriginal communi-

ties in Victoria, spent 4 years studying the night sky to develop or re-create the system, which he interpreted from the information 

given to a colonist in the 1840's by the Boorong people of the Lake Tyrell region. 

The sky creatures devised by the ancients from the ever changing night sky gave rise to something akin to a giant text book for an 

oral culture, which provided in effect, not only an understanding of the seasons and seasonal foods but a system of laws governing 

gender roles, ritual and ceremonies. 

CLASS NOTES 



ISSUES OF CONCERN                                                         
Carol Dorman 5472 1841                                                                                                                                 

 
Even though our Christmas breakup was a while 

ago it was memorable for the singing provided by a 

talented trio - thank you to Frank, Kevin and Martin. 

The class list for Issues stands at 20 and includes 10 

new members. A warm welcome to those new mem-

bers.Thirteen people attended the first session and 

resulted in lively discussion. 

 

It was disturbing to learn that a Victorian juror had 

caused a mistrial by looking up the definition of 

"beyond reasonable doubt" on the internet. By doing 

this the juror risked being charged with a criminal 

offence, imprisoned and/or fined $16,000 or more. 

Modern technology has made it easier for jurors to 

obtain information from the internet rather than ask 

questions during the trial as they are entitled to do. 

Members of a jury who defied this law, despite be-

ing warned not to do their own research, have not 

been charged. 

 

There was disappointing news about the Tasmanian 

Tarkine Forest. Only a small coastal strip has been 

declared a Heritage area due to the significance of 

aboriginal connections. The Tarkine will now be 

opened up to mining with 10 projects planned for 

the next 5 years. Federal Environment Minister 

Bourke's reason for allowing mining was the high 

unemployment rate in Tasmania. 

 

Victoria is unlikely to build more coal-fired power 

stations as the availability of alternate energy is in-

creasing and prices are dropping. 

 

The pokies victory in Castlemaine is a rare instance 

of successful people power. However the point was 

made that maybe a venue is needed to provide inex-

pensive meals and entertainment wanted by a sec-

tion of our community. 

 

 Crops of maize are being grown in northern Victoria and 

more crops are planned. Currently grain prices are high. 

It costs ten times more to plant than wheat, uses 4.5 times 

more fertiliser and uses more water. Some of the crop will 

be used for stock feed, some will be exported to Japan, 

South Korea and Taiwan where it will be processed into 

starches for confectionery, snack foods and drinks.   

 Art Workshop                 
Pam Isaacs 5473 3143 

 

Program for Feb — April 
 

At our first meeting we discussed and finalised a 

program for the first two months. If anyone is inter-

ested in joining us for any of the sessions, eg the stu-

dio visits or the outdoor painting then you are wel-

come to join us for just that series of meetings. You 

will need to let the Course Coordinator know. 

 

The program is as follows: 

 

11/2 — 11/3:  Drawing with warming-up exercises 

and then Still Life looking at elements such as com-

position, proportion, tone etc. 

 

18/3:  Visit Castlemaine State Festival, looking at ex-

hibitions & studios (to be decided) 

 

25/3 & 8/4 — 29/4:  Plein air — drawing/painting 

outdoors, venues to be decided nearer to the date 

 

Easter Monday no class but it was suggested people 

take photos on the day and bring them along to 

share with others 

 

6/5:  Decide on the program for the next few months 

    ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A letter from Hetty Moysey, the grand 

daughter of one of our founding members, 

Mary Thompson. 

Hello,  
My name is Hetty. I am Mary Thompson’s 
granddaughter. I have been helping her with 
her photo exhibition pictures for the Castle-
maine State Festival. It has been great fun. 
Here is a picture of us setting up for the last 
exhibi-
tion. 
  
Hetty 
Moysey 

CLASS NOTES 



Today ’s  joke . …..Entry  for a  Pullet Surprise 

  ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Diana Collier. 5443 0137 

 
“He is interested in foreign languages...... studying English”  

 Nine percent (9%)  spelling in Old English (in a particular sample)  was closer to how we speak  to-

day,  e.g.  sithe, scol, sinder, for scythe, school, cinder    or   in  Middle  English,  e.g.     sto-

mak,  sisours,  cord   for  stomach, scissours, chord, ...  

 The dominant rulers   (Old English, Norse,  Norman/French, Latin speakers or Greek scholars) affected 

the  ‘correction’  or ‘upgrading’ of   English.    

 Shakespeare makes fun of this in   Love’s labour lost,  Act V. Sc.1 in the fussy Holofernes’   disdainful     

“  I abhor such fanatical fantasms, such insociable and point-devise companions;  such as rackers of orthography as to 

speak dout, when he should say doubt...”  etc, q.v. 

 

Butt now  bee caws my spelling 

Is checked with such grate flare 

Their are know fault’s with in my 

cite, 

Of none eye am  a wear 

 

Sow ewe can sea why aye dew prays 

Such soft wear four pea seas, 

And why eye brake in two averse 

Buy righting wan too pleas.    

             

  

 

I have a spelling checker   

It came with my PC 

It plane lee marks  four my revue  

Miss steaks aye can knot sea 

 

Eye ran this poem threw it 

Your sure reel  glad two no 

Its vary polished in it’s weigh 

My checker tolled me sew. 

 

 

 

 

Each frays come posed up on my 

screen 

Eye trussed too bee a joule 

The checker pours o’er every word 

To cheque sum spelling rule. 

 

Bee fore a veiling checker’s 

Hour spelling mite decline, 

And if we’re lacks oar have a laps 

We wood bee maid too wine. 

 

 

THE SPELLING CHECKER 

TREASURES OF THE EARTH               

Julian Hollis 5470 5002 

 

Julian shares not only his treasures but his enthusiasm  for this 

fascinating subject. “ It’s all so exciting”. 

Here Julian  holds up a piece of black slate which contains Pyrite 

crystals from the Pyrenees. Estimated age 550 million years.  Just 

one of the many treasures tucked away in his house. 

Below, members of Julian’s class. 



 

AUSTRALIAN HISTORY                                                  

Geoff Walker 5470 6652 

 

Our first gathering for 2013 had about 16 attend-

ing,  a couple of apologies,  and a few new 

faces.   After getting to know each other we dis-

cussed the idea of a theme for 2013.    Last year we 

developed a series looking at the history of old 

buildings in the area that were about 150 years 

old.   This was an interesting project.    Our theme 

for 2013 will be the biographical study of Austra-

lians who have made a name for themselves in the 

good they have done for our nation.    Geoff pre-

pared the first study which was the life of Rev John 

Flynn whose work led to the development of com-

munication means for the folk of inland Australia 

which included the Royal Flying Doctor Ser-

vice.   This year is the 85th anniversary of the start of 

the RFDS. 

  

At the first session in March   (2pm on Monday 

11th,  at 11 Martin Street,   McKenzie Hill),   Barbara 

will tell us about  William Calder who did much to 

enable us to travel around our region,  and if you 

know what CRB stands for you are on your 

way.    The second session in March  (2pm on Mon-

day  25th,  at  11 Turner Street,  Castlemaine)  Clive 

will give us the story of Charles Kingsford Smith 

which should take us on a journey around the 

world.   You are welcome to join us. 

 

 

FRIDAY MORNING GARDEN 

GROUP                                     

Shirley Curnow 5472 1729 
 
At our first meeting in February we had 12 garden-

ing enthusiasts and several apologies.   The time 

was spent discussing suggestions for the activities of 

the year and by the March meeting we should have 

some kind of a printed programme.   In March  on 

Friday 15th we shall be visiting the Keep Garden 

and Tea Rooms in Taradale to learn something 

about having a garden in a dry location.    Please 

meet in the UCA car park at 9.45am when we shall 

be able to organise transport to set out at about 

10am 

 

Over 80s Luncheon Group 

(0BE)    

Eileen Park  54725213                                           .                                                                       

Why have an OBE group? 

a. Why not? 

b. Because of good genes, good management, 

(hmm?), or in reality sheer good luck, we are still 

here and out to enjoy every minute! 

  

2013 activities will begin on March 13th with lunch 

at the Five Flags Hotel in Campbell’s Creek at 12.30 

pm.. 

Attendance numbers by March 10th, please, or see 

me at the Coffee morning.  

For new members I will be selling tickets for the 

cake raffle, so contact me there, or ring me. 

I am hoping for a suitable time to go to the pictures 

and suggestions for activities are welcome. 

  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~                             

         

SINGING TOGETHER                                                                                                                                           

Rae Hawkins 5472 3446 

 

Since the choir began in 

2006, we have started each 

year with increased numbers, 

and 2013 has been no excep-

tion. That is the lovely thing about choral singing, 

the more, the merrier. 

For the first few practices there is always a certain 

amount of shuffling around while some of the new 

female singers decide whether they are more com-

fortable singing first or second soprano, or alto, but 

things soon settle down. 

We would welcome more male voices so they could 

be split into tenor, baritone and base. This would 

add a great richness to the overall tone. 

I taped our December 2012 practice and we have 

been listening to the recordings and discussing 

them. This has been really helpful to us in learning 

what we have to do to improve our performance. 

We shall continue to do this from time to time 

throughout the year. 

 

Please remember to wear your badge  

to U3A activities 

CLASS NOTES 



JANUARY 30 

CLASS LEADERS INFORMATION DAY  

FEBRUARY 1 

FIRST COFFEE MORNING  FOR THE 

YEAR 

 

Special Events Committee 

members Eva & Lyn,       

serving tea & coffee. 



 

Welcome to  NEW MEMBERS 

 

Aileen Campbell Carol Clarke 

Maxine Tester Esme Gilbee 

Rosemary Monotti Anita Carach-Holm 

Norma Willcox Pat Grumont 

Janet Hatfield Merle Munro 

Lynette Mok Anthony Norris 

Norma Hancock Julie Mills 

Lydia Oakley Ross Donlon 

Jeannette Adams Annie Jones 

Margherita Braithwaite Dai Knowles 

 

Merridy Courtis-Witkowski 

 

Barbara Evans 

Michael Kemp Anna Peart 

Alison Maltby Kaye McCann 

Kay Williamson 

 

Julie Begg 

 Edna Preece 

Broadband For Seniors  

       
Broadband For Seniors is a government initiative which assists people 

who want to get on to the internet and then learn how to use both the 

internet and computers/tablets/phones in general and is situated at the 

Senior Citezens rooms, next to the Library.  As the title suggests it is 

aimed squarely at the U3A age group and is actually run by tutors who 

are both council volunteers and members of U3A.  The group is open to 

any “senior” in the region. 

It is run as a drop in centre with no specific classes as such.  You can 

come in with your question, hopefully get an answer and then not come 

back until your next problem.  Having said that people tend to come back 

week after week because they always learn something new, either from 

the tutors or by asking other patrons.  You can also enrol in online classes 

free of charge and come back weekly or continue them at home. 

The “Kiosk” is open every Monday, 9am – 12noon and morning tea is 

available all for only $2.  We are not a scary bunch, anyone with a ques-

tion is welcome.  The place fairly “hums” when we have a full house so 

we guarantee you won’t be bored, but if you are you can always join the 

Mahjong group that meets there at the same time… 

 

BFS supplied two computers, the council pay for the internet connec-

tion  about $100 per month topped up by $30 per month by the govt.  

USEFUL or INTERESTING WEBSITES  
 

Www.ted.com (Ideas worth spreading) See what you 

think. 

 

http://www.gcflearnfree.org/topics  

A great site to help increase your computer skills. 

 Useful for beginners and advanced alike. 

 

Discover the cosmos with Astronomy Picture of the Day 

http://apod.nasa.gov/apod/astropix.html 

The computer swallowed Grandma, 

Yes, honestly it’s true! 

She pressed 'control and 'enter' 

And disappeared from view. 

It devoured her completely, 

The thought just makes me squirm. 

She must have caught a virus 

Or been eaten by a worm. 

I've searched through the recycle bin 

And files of every kind; 

I've even used the Internet, 

But nothing did I find. 

In desperation, I asked Mr. Google 

My searches to refine. 

The reply from him was negative, 

Not a thing was found 'online.' 

So, if inside your 'Inbox,' 

My Grandma you should see, 

Please 'Copy, Scan' and 'Paste' her, 

And send her back to me. 

http://www.gcflearnfree.org/topics


 

 
CLASS LEADERS  

INFORMATION  

MORNING 

JANUARY 30 2013 



 

COLLECTORS  
AND  

COLLECTIONS 

 

TREASURES  

OF  

THE EARTH 

 

BUSH RAMBLING 


