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Taking Tech Outdoors 
Geocaching Camp 
 
On June 28-30, Jefferson County Public Schools 
students participated in a 4-H Geocaching Camp 
in downtown Golden, CO. Throughout the three 
days the campers found geocaches (small 
containers hidden and found using GPS 
technology) around Golden. Campers worked 
on a service project for the City of Golden, 
mapping historic homes in the 12th Street 
Historic District. Campers learned about 
technology, history, geography, and 
environmental consciousness.  
 
The three AmeriCorps members in the CSU 
Extension Jefferson County office worked 
together to create and run the camp.  
The camp was created in partnership with 
Jefferson County Public Schools Community and 
Family Connections office.  Additional 
supporters of the camp were the City of Golden, 
the Golden Optimists, and the Golden Public 
Library. 
 

 
 

 
 
Citizens Multiply Native Plant 
Learning to Generate Jeffco 
Impacts 
 
Nearly 20 years ago, a pebble was thrown in the 
pond. It was the beginning of a ripple effect that 
has had far-reaching impacts. Shaun Howard is 
a lead park ranger for the 50,000+ acre 
Jefferson County Parks’ open space system. In 
1997, she was one of the first to sign up for a 
new educational offering by CSU Extension – 
the Native Plant Master® Program. After taking 
three field courses and completing the 
educational contact requirement, she became a 
certified Native Plant Master.  
 
Over the years, the knowledge Shaun gained 
through the program multiplied far beyond her 
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initial training. She recently said, “As a park 
ranger and environmental educator, I have used 
information from the Native Plant Master 
courses I took in 1997 to help literally 
thousands of people make personal 
connections to the plants of Colorado…I’ve 
personally seen how these connections increase 
the value people place on the natural world so 
they become better stewards of our parks and 
open spaces.” 

Master Gardeners Reach Out 
with Social Media 
Stats for June 2016 
 
JeffCo Gardener Blog 

14 articles published, Page Views: 53,108 

Colorado Mountain Gardener Blog 

9 articles published, Page Views: 1,638 

Facebook 

62 posts, Reaches: 14,642 

Twitter 

53 tweets Reaches: 5,844 

Instagram 

54 posts, Likes: 3,758 

774 followers (increase of 174) 

810 comments   

You Tube Views: 5,735 

June 2016 Total Social Media Contacts 84, 725 

Denver Post Your Hub: 

2 articles  
published 
 
2 reported  
in print 
 
 
 

 
 
Shaun is just one of the thousands of Native 
Plant Master participants trained since the 
program began. Here is a summary of the 
Jefferson County impacts that Shaun and others 
have made through the Native Plant Master 
Program in the past 6 years, as detailed below:  

 $280,709 - economic impact due to reduced 
landscaping inputs and increased land 
productivity 

 227,773 acres impacted by sustainable 
landscaping or alien invasive weed control 
completed by program participants 

 55,766 educational contacts made by 
volunteers 

 2,349 participants in the program  

 1,897 volunteers contributed 7,133 hours for 
a donated value of $168,053 
 
Jefferson County partners with Clear Creek, 
Denver and Gilpin Counties to offer the Native 
Plant Master program in the Metro to Mountain 
area. 
  



3 | P a g e  
 

Youth and Families with Promise 
 
The goal of 4-H Youth and Families with 
Promise is to have 20 mentees at each of the 
three participating schools (Parr, Molhom, 
Pleasant View). Among all three schools, we 
had 57 mentees for the quarter! Mentors meet 
weekly with youth in the program. 
 

 
 
Krimzin and Jacob work together at Molholm 
Elementary to build a model rocket. Jacob, a 
Colorado School of Mines student, shares his 
engineering skills with his mentees. 
 

 
 
Alex is in his second year of robotics at Parr 
Elementary. Kelsey, a mentor at Parr, guides him to 
build his Level 2 robot. Alex and Kelsey have built a 
strong mentee – mentor relationship. 
 

 

Karen Ryd, a mentor at Pleasant View Elementary, 
reached the 50-meeting mark and was rewarded 
with a homemade cake made by cake decorating 
mentees.  She is pictured with Fatima, one of her 
clothing construction mentees.  Karen patiently 
helped Fatima sew her own dress!  Karen has been 
involved with 4-H for years as a parent and a 
mentor. 

 
Alex has been in 4-H at Pleasant View Elementary 
for three years. He is doing Level 3 of robotics this 
year. Even though he had his own project to focus 
on, he always extended a helping hand to mentees 
in robotics. Alex has shown that he has a caring 
spirit and a strong sense of leadership. He has 
shown what 4-H can do!    
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AmeriCorps Volunteers in Action 
 
Since October 2015, CSU Extension 4-H STEM 
AmeriCorps members have been serving as 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Math) educators in Jefferson County. All of the 
service hours take place during out of school 
times with at-risk youth.  Through the Serve 
Colorado grant, the AmeriCorps members serve 
students that are 8 to 18 years old. In Jefferson 
County, the AmeriCorps members worked 
primarily with students aged 8 to 12 at a variety 
of elementary schools across the county. 
 

 
 
CSU Extension 4-H STEM AmeriCorps programs: 

 Robotics: building and programming with 
Lego education kits 

 Plant science: using aquaponics tank and 
indoor growing lights 

 Engineering: building strong structures 
with toothpicks and gum drops 

 Environmental science: evaluating 
habitats and ecosystem health 

 Physics: experimenting with how 
different forces effect objects 

 

 Stop Motion Animation: working with 
different media and technology to create 
animated movies 

 Embryology: studying the early life cycle 
of birds – from egg to chick 

 …and many more! 
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This year’s Barn Dance… Country 
Dance Lessons and Derby Hats! 
 
4-H Barn Dance  
The third annual 4-H Barn 
Dance fund-raiser was held on 
May 7, 2016, in the Event 
Center on the Jefferson County 
Fairgrounds. The theme was the 
Kentucky Derby, and some 
individuals pictured participated 
in the Kentucky Derby Hat 
Contest. The 2016 4-H Barn 
Dance brought in $24,435 from 
sponsorships, cash donations, 
live and silent auction and ticket 
sales. 
 
More than $18,000 net income has been 
distributed: $1,000.00 to start planning for the 
next year’s event and the balance to support 
scholarships and educational programs for 4-H 
youth. 
 
State 4-H Conference  
Nine teenage 4-H members attended the State 
4-H Conference June 21-24 with four coaches 
and chaperones. The members represented the 
4-H District 3, which includes 4-H programs 
from Gilpin, Clear Creek, Jefferson, Broomfield, 
Denver, Adams, Arapahoe, and Douglas 
Counties. Jeffco member Tricia Amoroso was 
elected District 3 President for the upcoming  
4-H year and was inducted in at the State 4-H 
Officer induction ceremony at the State 4-H 
Conference. 
 
Two other District 3 officers come from 
Jefferson County, Vice President Audrey Bliss 
and Secretary Charissa Thayer.  We 
congratulate these young ladies for their  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
leadership and service to the 4-H program. 
Jeffco members competed on Livestock Bowl, 
Horse Bowl, Horse Judging and Livestock 
Judging teams, and we had one member 
compete in Prepared Speech.  All members did 
well in their contests and enjoyed interacting 
with other 4-H members from around the state. 


