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Welcome! If you are new to Holy Trinity this morning, we hope that you enjoy 
worshipping “in the round” with us. Everything you need for the service is contained 
in this booklet. The notices (other service times and coming events) are also in the 
back of this booklet. 
 
If you are not familiar with our style of worship (perhaps you have never been to a 
service in a circle, or experienced incense [holy smoke!] or bells) then we are sure 
you will find it valuable to experience Holy Trinity more than once, and gradually find 
out more about the meaning and symbolism of our worship. At the time of Holy 
Communion the church family gather around the altar - please come forward with 
them. If you are used to receiving Communion in ANY Christian Church you are 
welcome to receive communion here. If you would prefer a blessing, do still come 
forward and hold a service booklet.  
 
A collection will be taken during the second (offertory) hymn.....please make a 
donation to our work as a church, and if you are a tax-payer you can use the 
giving envelopes to increase the value of your donation, at no cost to you. 
 
After the service, do stay for a chat, and please come for refreshments in the 
Capper Room upstairs near the entrance (lift and stairs available!) and make 
yourself known to us. 
 



Please turn off, or mute your mobile phone before Mass. 
 

The Vestry Bell will ring five times at 10.55am. 
Please keep silence from that point..... 

 
Organ: Eist ein Ros' entsprungen - Johannes Brahms (1833- 97) 

Opening Sentence: Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and 
shall name him Immanuel. 
 

Hymn 
For Mary Mother of our Lord, God’s holy name be praised, 
Who first the Son of God adored, as on her child she gazed 
 
Brave, holy Virgin she believed, though hard the task assigned, 
and by the Holy Ghost conceived the Saviour of Mankind. 
 
She gave her body as God's shrine, her heart to piercing pain;  
she knew the cost of love divine, when Jesus Christ was slain.  
 
Dear Mary, from your lowliness and home in Galilee  
there comes a joy and holiness to every family. 
 

(There is a pause in the singing of the hymn) 

The Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle 

As we light our fourth Advent Candle: 
Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, merciful and gentle: to you be praise and glory for 
ever! Your light has shone in our darkened world through the child-bearing of 
Blessed Mary; grant that we who have seen your glory may daily be renewed in your 
image and prepared like her for the coming of your Son, who is the Lord and 
Saviour of all. 
 
Lord Jesus, Light of the world, blessed is Gabriel who brought good news; 
blessed is Our Lady Mary, your mother and ours. Bless your Church preparing 
for Christmas;  and bless us your children who long for your appearing! 
 
(The hymn continues....)  
Hail, Mary, you are full of grace, above all women blest;  
and blest your Son, whom your embrace in birth and death confessed.  
 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  All Amen 
 
The Lord be with you.   All And also with you. 



Prayers of Penitence: When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now 
hidden in darkness, and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Therefore in the light 
of Christ let us confess our sins.    
 
Kyries (Merbecke) are sung – as our confession 
   

 
 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sin, confirm and strengthen you  
in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Liturgy of the Word  

Opening Prayer: Let us pray.  (We remain standing) 

Eternal God, as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, so we wait for his coming in 
glory; bring us through the birth pangs of this present age to see, with her, our great 
salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord. All Amen. 
 
Let us sit and listen carefully to the Holy Word of God 

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah          (Isaiah 7.10-16) 
10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put 
the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little 
for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and 
shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to 
refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in 
dread will be deserted. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Responsorial Psalm (From Psalm 80) 
 
R. Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
Stir up your mighty strength   
and come to our salvation. 
Turn us again, O God;   
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.   R.   
 



O Lord God of hosts,  
how long will you be angry at your people’s prayer? 
You feed them with the bread of tears;   
you give them abundance of tears to drink.   R. 
 
Let your hand be upon the man at your right hand,  
the son of man you made so strong for yourself. 
And so will we not go back from you;   
give us life, and we shall call upon your name.   R. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

He shall be called ‘Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’ 

 
(Repeat Acclamation) 
 
The Lord be with you  
And also with you. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord.                                    Matthew 1.18-25 
18The birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with 
child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just 
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ 22All this took place to 
fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  
 23’Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel’, 
which means, ‘God is with us.’ 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital 
relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



(Repeat Acclamation) 
 
Sermon 
 
Creed     All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 
Intercessions:   Lord in your mercy      All hear our prayer. 
 
For the departed:  Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord    
All and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace     All and rise in glory. 
 
All Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst 
women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, mother of 
God, pray for us sinners now, and at the hour of our death. 
 
Merciful Father,  All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Offertory Hymn A COLLECTION will be taken during this hymn 

 
The bread and wine being presented today has been sponsored by 

Lilian in loving memory of William; 
Joan Millard in loving memory of Fr Albert and Christine Millard. 

 



O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years, are met in thee tonight. 
 
O morning stars, together, proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth; 
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep, their watch of wondering love. 
 
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts, the blessings of His heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming; but in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him, still, the dear Christ enters in. 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in; be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 
 
The Peace: Deacon: Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest. 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
All  and also with you.  
Let us offer one another a sign of that peace. 

It is suggested that you only share the Peace with those immediately around you. 
 
Jesus is the bread of life. Whoever comes to him will never hunger; whoever 
believes in him will never thirst.  Let us prepare ourselves to receive Jesus,  
the Living Bread. Amen 

Incensing Song 

 
 
(Cantor) I have called to you Lord; hasten to help me! Hear my voice when I cry to you. 
Let my prayer arise before you like incense, the raising of my hands like a pure morning offering. 

    



Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this 
bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made; it will become 
for us the bread of life.     

Blessed be God for ever. 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this 
wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands; it will become for us our 
spiritual drink.    

Blessed be God for ever. 

Blessed are you. Lord, God of all creation. You called us into being and have now 
gathered us together. Renew us by your Holy Spirit that we may live to your glory 
and come to share the life of your kingdom.      

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

Let us pray my brothers and sisters, that our sacrifice may be 
acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept this sacrifice at your hands, for the praise and glory of 
his name, for our good and the good of all his Church. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts: Look upon us in mercy not in judgement; draw us from 
hatred to love; make the frailty of our praise a dwelling place for your glory. Amen. 
 
 

 
 
Preface: Father, all-powerful and ever-living God, we do well always and 
everywhere to give you thanks through Jesus Christ our Lord. His future coming was 
proclaimed by all the prophets.  The virgin mother bore him in her womb with love 
beyond all telling.  John the Baptist was his herald and made him known when at 
last he came.  In his love Christ has filled us with joy as we prepare to celebrate his 
birth, so that when he comes he may find us watching in prayer, our hearts filled 
with wonder and praise. And so, with all the choirs of angels in heaven we proclaim 
your glory and join in our unending hymn of praise: 



 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power of your 
Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine may be to 
us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same night that he was 
betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
(Deacon) Great is the mystery of faith:      
              

 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice made 
once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious 
ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our 
redemption. As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring 
before you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand 
in your presence and serve you. Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into 
one in your kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the 
company of all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, forever and ever. Amen. 

 



Let us pray with confidence, in the words our Saviour gave us: 
 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

Breaking of the Bread: We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one Body, because we all share in one Bread. 

Agnus Dei 

 
 

[A period of silence is kept, to prepare to receive Christ.] 
 
 
The Priest says: I believe, Lord, and confess, that you are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God who came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the chief.  
I believe also that this is indeed your most pure Body, and this is indeed your 
precious Blood. Wherefore I pray: Have mercy on me and pardon my offences.  
 
All  Receive me now, O Son of God, as a partaker of your mystical supper;  
for I will not betray your Mystery to your enemies, nor give you a kiss like 
Judas, but like the thief I will confess you: Remember me, Lord, in your 
Kingdom. 
 

Communion Antiphon: Turn us again, O God; show the light of your countenance, 
and we shall be saved.    
 
 

 If you have ever received Communion in ANY Christian church, 
you are welcome to do so here. If you have never received Communion 

before, but have been baptised/ christened, than you can also 
receive Communion – this includes children, if those responsible for them 

are happy for them to. (Ask the priest if you have any questions). 
If you are not receiving Communion, but would like a blessing, 

please hold this service booklet in your hands. 
 
 



Organ Music during Communion:  
O come O come Emanuel - Flor Peters, (1903 - 1986) 
 
Communion Hymn 
The angel Gabriel from heaven came, his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
"All hail," said he, "thou lowly maiden Mary, most highly favoured lady," Gloria! 
 
"For know a blessed Mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee, 
thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, most highly favoured lady," Gloria! 
 
Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,"To me be as it pleaseth God," she said, 
"my soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name." Most highly favoured lady, Gloria! 
 
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born: in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say-"Most highly favoured lady," 
Gloria! 
 
Prayer after Communion: Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of the promised saviour: fill us your servants with your grace, 
that in all things we may embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Notices (verbal notices may be given. Other notices are in the back of this booklet) 

 
Hymn  

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 
tender to me the promise of his Word; 
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice! 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name! 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
his holy name - the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the glories of his Word! 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
to children's children and for evermore! 
 

 
 



Blessing:  The Lord be with you       and also with you. 
Bow your heads and pray for God's blessing. 
 
May God the Father, who loved the world so much that he sent his only Son, 
give you grace to prepare for life eternal. Amen. 
 
May God the Son, who comes to us as redeemer and judge, 
reveal to you the path from darkness to light. Amen. 
 
May God the Holy Spirit, by whom Our Blessed Lady conceived the Christ, 
help you bear the fruits of holiness. Amen. 
 
May Almighty God bless you: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Go in the peace of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.   
 
Organ: Advent Reflections - Rosalie Bonighton (1946 -2011) 

 

 
Do come up the stairs (or in the access lift) for coffee, tea and weekly raffle in the 
Capper Room! 
 

TODAY:  6.00pm Vespers and Benediction 
Christ Church, 6.30pm Masonic Carol Service 
 
Monday December 19: Fr Andy’s Day Off 

1.00pm to 1.30pm Organ Recital: David Oldfield 
 
Tuesday December 20: 9.30am Mass (30 minutes; quiet, prayerful, peace-giving) 
11.30am Funeral of Rosemarie Thorpe 
 
Wednesday December 21: Christ Church, 10.00am Holy Communion 
1.30pm to 3.30pm (every Wednesday) Church Cleaning (all help welcome!) 
6.30pm Mass (30 minutes; quiet, prayerful, peace-giving) 
 
Friday December 23: 5.00pm Mass (30 minutes; quiet, prayerful, peace-giving) 
7.00pm to 11.00pm Indian Orthodox Church’s Christmas Liturgy 
 

Christmas Eve, Saturday December 24: 
6.30pm Christ Church “Candlelight” Service 

11.30pm Midnight Mass 
11.30pm Midnight Mass at Christ Church 
 
 

 



NEXT SUNDAY: December 25
th

 [CHRISTMAS DAY] 
Christ Church: 8.00am Holy Communion 

10.00a.m. (note time!) Festival Mass 
Christ Church, 11.00am Informal Carol Service 

(no Vespers) 

___________________________________________________ 
From the Artistic Director from our Facebook Page: 

Music and the Arts at Holy Trinity 

 
[ORGAN RECITAL] 
'So this is Christmas!' said John Lennon and that's certainly the case at 1.00pm on 
Monday 19th December at Holy Trinity Church, on the Waterfront, Gosport, where 
our Christmas Recital will be performed by David Oldfield. He brings us a perfect 
programme for Christmas so leave those few presents left to wrap and join us at 
Holy Trinity . . . bring your lunch, sit back and enjoy the best of the season. 
Programme attached. 
 
[ART EXHIBITION] 
'The only limits are my imagination!' says Barry Staples who has his first solo art 
exhibition at Holy Trinity Church throughout December. He works mainly with 
acrylics, watercolour and mixed media and uses tissue paper, cling film, aluminium 
foil - indeed anything to hand . . . producing works of real interest from still life, 
landscapes and some very eye-catching seascapes! The Church is open for viewing 
Wednesday to Friday each week 1.30 - 3.30pm and Saturdays 10.00am till 2.00pm. 
Do please drop by and take a look for yourself. 
 

Maggie McMurray, Artistic Director, can be approached at church 
or contacted on 07717 038924 or artisticdirector@holytrinitygosport.co.uk 

 
Calendar for the next two months: 
Wednesday and Thursday December 28/29: DVD recording in church 
Sunday January 8: EPIPHANY 
3.30pm, Tea-Time Concert 
Saturday January 14: 9.00am to 2.00pm Indian Orthodox Church  
Monday January 16: 1.00pm to 1.30pm Organ Recital 
Wednesday January 18: 7.30pm to 9.00pm Capper Room in use by Fr Andy 
Sunday January 22: after 11.00am Mass: Lunch and Discussion about Women 
Priests and Bishops (lead by Bishop John Hind and Dean Nicholas Frayling) 
St Mary’s Alverstoke, 6.30pm “Churches Together” United Service for the “Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity” 
Wednesday January 25:  7.00pm P.C.C. 
Saturday January 28: Holy Trinity, 9.00am to 2.00pm Indian Orthodox Church 
Sunday January 29: CANDLEMAS  
9.30 am Christ Church and Holy Trinity JOINT Service at Christ Church. 
(no 11.00am at Holy Trinity) [SEE NOTICES!] 



Tuesday January 31:  
Christ Church Centre, 11.30 to 2.30 “Last Tuesday Lunch Club” 
Friday February 3:  6.30pm Burns Supper      
Sunday February 5:  
Christ Church, Healing Prayer offered at 8.00am and 9.30am Services 
3.30pm, Tea-Time Concert 
Wednesday February 7:  
Christ Church, Healing Prayer offered at 10.00am Service 
Thursday February 9: Christ Church, 7.00pm, Ladies’ Group  
Saturday February 11: 9.00am to 2.00pm Indian Orthodox Church 
Thursday February 16: 6.45pm Meeting of “Churches Together in Gosport” (CTiG) 
 
 
A fuller calendar can be found online at holytrinitygosport.co.uk/calendar/ 
 
 
Fair Trade: the stall will is here TODAY!  
Thanks to David and Tessa Bloodworth, there will be a Fair Trade stall here at Holy 
Trinity (usually on the Second Sunday of the month, but this may vary) for you to 
peruse after Mass. " Established in 1979 as a Christian response to poverty, 
Traidcraft is the UK's leading fairtrade organisation. Its mission is to fight poverty 
through trade, pioneering, practising and promoting approaches to trade that help 
poor people in developing countries transform their lives". David and Tessa take no 
profit and cover their own costs - so the prices are 10% less than in the catalogue. 
 
New Rota Available: The Duty Rota for January to April is now available.  
If you haven’t/ can’t receive it by email, please ask for one! 
 
An Appeal from Fr Pete: Fr Pete writes: “As you know, “Churches Together in 
Gosport – “Heart for the Homeless” has been running a lunch on Sunday project on 
the 4th Sunday of the month. We have had a varied response with the number of 
guests ranging from 2-3 to 8-10 coming along (8 at the last one). This is not just a 
free lunch but also a way for them to make new friends and for us to offer ongoing 
support in their time of need. We also offer emergency supplies for those who have 
no other course of action open to them, but to sleep rough. I have three big asks: 
FIRSTLY can anyone help with the lunch on 18th December which, due to team 
commitments on Christmas Day, will be the Project’s “Christmas Lunch”; 
SECONDLY, the guests would really benefit so much more if this service was 
offered more frequently. But with such a small team (6) it is difficult to achieve. 
Therefore if you feel you could commit to one Sunday a month - either cooking or 
welcoming - then it might be possible to hold it more regularly......who knows, maybe 
every week, with enough helpers.  
And THIRDLY, if you have any sleeping bags, coats, etc; or can provide hats, 
gloves, socks, trainers, thermals, underwear, toiletries etc, these would be very 
much appreciated.  
 
 



Star of Bethlehem: What was the famous Star in the East that guided the Wise 
Men to the birthplace of Christ? There is a show that presents an astronomical 
detective story exploring the various possibilities for the Christmas Star. Was it a 
star, a bright planet, a rare grouping of planets, an exploding star, a bright comet, a 
spectacular shower of shooting stars or an exceedingly rare display of the Northern 
Lights? The South Downs Planetarium in the South Downs School campus in 
Chichester will attempt to explain all the possible scenarios. Come with us and travel 
back and see the night sky that the baby Jesus was born under. Peter Keat has 
made a group booking for the presentation at 7.30 on the 22nd December and has a 
few seats left on a first come first served basis. The cost is £7.00 for the one hour 
show; provide your own transport. Please contact Peter if you are interested on 
02392582499 or gsseditor@gmail.com 
 
Parish Meeting about Women Priests and Bishops: Please put Sunday 22nd 
January 2017 in your diary. We will be welcoming Bishop John Hind and Dean 
Nicholas Frayling (formerly Bishop and Dean of Chichester) to our 11.00am Mass. 
Bishop John will preside and Fr Andy will preach. After Mass there will be a 
simple lunch provided and then a discussion – lead by our distinguished guests – 
about the Paper on Women Priests and Bishops (finishing by 2.30pm at the latest). 
If you haven’t yet had a copy of the paper, please ask Fr Andy to email it to you.....or 
there are paper copies on the back table. This is a very important topic for Holy 
Trinity to discuss and make decisions about, so please make every effort to 
attend! 
 
Philip Hopgood – Sunday 22nd January: Our Lay Deacon, Sacristan and 
Churchwarden Emeritus, Philip, will not be with us for the Sunday above. As much 
as he would love to be with us (because Philip feels very strongly about the issues 
we will be discussing) it is far more important that he attend a special 
commemorative event for his late uncle, Sergeant Edward John Mott VC DCM. 
Sergeant Mott won the VC for outstanding bravery in an action in France in 1917, 
and Drayton Parish Council (that's Drayton, near Abingdon in Oxfordshire) are 
unveiling a commemorative paving stone in his honour. As part of the 
commemoration, there is a special service conducted by the Bishop of Dorchester 
that day. Of course, Philip should be there, rather than with us - and we wish him 
our fondest love and prayers..... 
 
Candlemas Sunday – Joint Service at Holy Trinity: Christ Church folk join us for 
a shared service on Trinity Sunday and we join Christ Church for a joint Service on 
Candlemas Sunday. So on Sunday January 29th, we will go to Christ Church’s 
9.30am Service, and there won’t be an 11.00am Parish Mass here. Please do try 
and come along, to express our unity! 
 
Our Social Life and Fellowship together.... is a very important part of what makes 
Holy Trinity what it is! Please do make a note of the following “social dates” for next 
year, especially if you are new to the church......they are a great way to get to know 
people better! 

Friday February 3:  6.30pm Burns Supper 



Tuesday February 28:  6.00pm Pancake Party      
Friday March 24:   
5.45pm (after 5.00pm Mass) Annual Meeting (with fish and chips at 6.30pm) 
Tuesday May 16:  6.30pm Quiz (with Douglas Rodrigo’s Chinese food)  
Thursday October 12:  6.30pm Harvest Supper 
Tuesday October 31:  6.30pm Hallowe'en Bingo with home-made soup 

 

Faith Exploration: Would you like the chance to explore your faith a little more?  
In the New Year, Fr Andy will be leading 10 – 12 sessions of faith exploration, and 
hopes that a variety of people might join him. Perhaps you are thinking of baptism or 
Confirmation? Perhaps you are new to the church (or to this church!) and want to 
find out a bit more? Perhaps you have been here for many years and would just like 
a “refresher course”? If you are interested, let Fr Andy know, and he will then 
organise the dates and times of the sessions according to what interested folk can 
do. It will be for both our churches, so some sessions will be at one, and some at the 
other! 
 
2015 Questionnaire – “The Next Five Years”: Last year, our congregation were 
given the chance to fill in a questionnaire, detailing what they would like to see 
happening at Holy Trinity over the next five years. The results were published in the 
Sunday booklets, and there is a detailed response to all the comments and results - 
from the P.C.C. This has been emailed to everyone that Fr Andy has an email 
address for, but if you haven’t received it, email him and ask for one (his email 
address is on page two of this booklet). There are also paper copies available on the 
back table. 
 
Prayer Cards: When you light a candle for someone, you may wish to let them 
know that you have remembered and prayed for them at Holy Trinity. Why not take 
one of our prayer cards, which says, “a candle has been lit for you and a prayer 
said today”? You can give it to them, send it to them, or put it through their door, 
perhaps with a personal message written on the back. The cards are in small boxes 
where we light candles - by Our Lady and by St Francis; and on the table in the 
foyer. Our thanks are due to Tessa and David Bloodworth for passing on the idea 
and for sponsoring the first batch of 1,000 cards; and to Geoff O’Neill for the design 
and for organising printing. 
 
Gosport Deanery: Our Vicar had to resign as Area Dean in June 2015, and for him 
the issues (including some very concerning behaviour) that lead to his resignation 
have not been resolved. He has therefore withdrawn completely from deanery life, 
and has discussed this decision with the Archdeacon. Nonetheless, all church 
members are encouraged to attend deanery services and events and to pray for the 
life of the deanery. The Deanery of Gosport is one of eight deaneries in our Diocese 
of Portsmouth. It is made up of the parishes of St Mary’s Rowner; St Faith’s Lee-on-
the-Solent; Christ Church with Holy Trinity; St John’s Forton; St Thomas’s Elson with 
St Matthew’s Bridgemary; and St Mary’s with St Faith’s and St Francis’s, Alverstoke. 
A deanery enables local churches to work together more closely. The deanery 
clergy meet together monthly for a “Chapter” meeting. The “Deanery Synod” meets 



three times a year (Your PCC will have Deanery Synod Representatives who should 
report back). During the year there are Deanery events and services.  
 
If you like the Book of Common Prayer (B.C.P.) 1662 Communion: ...then you 
may wish to know that the 8.00am Service at Christ Church is now celebrated 
according to this rite on the 4th Sunday of every month....... 
 
Our Children’s Corner - in memory of Ida May Haysom: Jesus said “whoever 
welcomes a child in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes 
the One who sent me”; and “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them.” Although – at present – not many small children come to our services, we 
need to make them and their carers feel welcome when they do. We have followed 
the example of many churches and now have a “Children’s Corner”, so that any 
children who visit us have a pleasant, secure, quiet place to go – but will still be 
within our worship area. Their carers are able to sit near them. It is up to us all to 
welcome children and their carers, make them aware of the corner (even though 
they may prefer not to use it!) and to keep an eye on the corner to ensure it is 
always clean, tidy and welcoming. 
 
Security in our church: Earlier in the year, a visitor to our church had his bag 
stolen. It contained some very precious possessions. Sadly, we have to be vigilant 
at all times – even though this is a holy place. Please remember the following: 1) the 
church doors should not be open unless there are a minimum of two people in the 
building, at least one of whom is unoccupied enough to be fully aware of anyone 
who happens to be visiting the building. 2) Please keep any valuables secure. On 
your person, or out of sight is best; and even during worship, please be aware of 
your valuables (because, sadly, there are people who only come to church services 
with the express purpose of stealing anything of value). In the words of the 1st Letter 
of Peter in the Bible, “Be sober, be vigilant”! 
 
Could you be a Gargoyle? Could you spare two hours a week to provide a 
welcome to visitors, and help ensure our beautiful church is open for a while every 
day? We try to be open on weekdays from 1.30pm to 3.30pm and on Saturdays 
from 10.00am to 2.00pm; and we need to have at least two people in the church at 
the same time. Could you help? ....or, if you couldn’t manage a two hour slot per 
week, could you be on a list of “reserves”, for stepping in as required? 
 
New Organ Book: Thanks to Geoffrey Holroyde, Amanda Field and Roger Esnault 
(respectively: author, publisher, and tireless collector of photographs!) we have a 
beautiful new book about the history of our famous “Handel Organ”. Copies 
available for just £5.00! 
 
Please help keep the church clean! Church cleaning is done EVERY 
WEDNESDAY, while the church is open from 1.30pm to 3.30pm....please help!  
 
Historic Churches Trust : “Ride and Stride”: Is there anyone at Holy Trinity who 
would be willing to coordinate our response to this, now that Christine Harris has 



stepped down after many years of faithful service from her and Mollie the dog 
[R.I.P.] It takes place only one day a year (the 2nd Saturday in September) but needs 
some administration and preparation....and the coordinating of volunteers on the 
day! People walk and cycle between participating churches, and are sponsored to 
raise money for the Historic Churches Trust; and we have “stewards” to welcome 
Riders and Striders as they come through our church on their journeys. 50% of the 
money raised comes directly back to us, and – in the past fifteen years, Christ 
Church and Holy Trinity have benefitted from over £20,000.00 in grants! If you are 
willing to consider being our Coordinator, Fr Andy can give you and 
information leaflet about what is involved.... 
 
Help give to others...... by placing gifts of non-perishable food in the shopping 
trolley in church. All will be donated to food banks, which are used extensively in the 
run-up to Christmas........please note, people cannot take the food you donate 
without a recommendation from social services or other relevant agency.....so 
it does go where needed! 
 
The Pompey Chimes: We receive ten additional free copies of each edition of the 
Pompey Chimes to give to those who don’t come to church, to place in libraries, 
GPs’ surgeries, community centres, etc. We would encourage people to either take 
an extra copy or put their copy to use in this way. 
 
Sunday Raffles: Over coffee each Sunday, there is a chance to win a prize or, you 
can buy your tickets on your way into church, if you are not staying for coffee. 
Since the Sunday Raffle was started we have raised over £6000.00 so a big thank 
you to everyone who has donated prizes or purchased tickets. If you are able to 
support this venture by providing a prize, a list is on the table at the back of the 
Church. 
 
“Friends of Holy Trinity”: If you are not yet a member, and would be happy to pay 
£12 per year for individual membership, or £20 a year for couple/family membership, 
please ask Fr Andy for a form. Last year we raised £500.00! We’d like that total to 
increase year on year, as we use the money to enhance our building. 
 
Sponsoring the bread and wine on a Sunday: You have the opportunity to 
sponsor the bread and wine which is presented at Parish Mass, for a donation of 
£5.00. It can be for a departed loved one or for a birthday, wedding anniversary, etc. 
The details will appear in the Sunday booklet. See the list on the back table. 
 
Church Chairs: There are dedication plaques on many of our chairs. If you would 
like have one dedicated to someone (living or departed) there are forms on the back 
table. A donation of £40.00 is asked.  
 
 
 

 
 
 


