
 
 

 
 
 

Jan. 10 New Growing in Faith  

  Classes begin 
 

Jan. 31 Annual Congregational Mtg. 
 

  Dr. Douglas Kindschi, 

  Community Artist Speaker 
 

Feb. 9 Shrove Tuesday Talent Show 

  and Pancake Dinner 
 

Feb. 10 Ash Wednesday  

  Worship Service 
 

Feb. 14 Hornpipes! 

  Community Artist Concert 
 

Feb. 17 Taizé Worship & Soup Supper 
 

Feb. 24 Taizé Worship & Soup Supper 
 

Mar. 2 Taizé Worship & Soup Supper 
 

Mar. 9 Taizé Worship & Soup Supper 
 

Mar. 16 Taizé Worship & Soup Supper 

Upcoming Events 
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January Worship Schedule 
 

During this interim period in the life of our church, we want to keep  

you informed of our Sunday morning schedules.  
 

The Sunday morning worship schedule for January is:   
 

 January 3  The Rev. Dale C. Swihart, Jr., Epiphany 

 January 10  The Rev. Linda Male, Communion/Baptism Renewal 

 January 17  The Rev. Linda Male 

 January 24 The Rev. Jill VanderWal 

 January 31 The Rev. Linda Male 
 

Our sermon theme through Easter is Pressing On Towards Jerusalem: 

Postcards from the Journey through Mark’s Gospel. 
 

 

Season of Lent  
Worship Services  

 

Ash Wednesday 
Worship Service, 7 p.m. 

 
Praying with the Saints 

A Lenten Taizé Series 

Wednesday evenings  

at 6:00 p.m. in the Chapel 

 February 17 - March 16 

followed by a soup supper  

in the lounge 

Shrove Tuesday  
Pancake Dinner & Talent Show! 

 

February 9 
Dinner: 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Show: 6:30 p.m. 
 

 Tickets on sale soon!  
 

Now Recruiting Acts!  
 

We are looking for 2-4 minute acts for the show.  

Silly or serious, come and show off your talent! 
 

Contact Maryanne to be part of the show:  

mbeery@fpgh.org or 842-6760 
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Prayer Concerns:  
Harvey Bekins, Irene Heinritz,  
Betty Joelson, Stewart and Margaret 
Johnson, Helen LaVercombe, and 
Don and Shirley Swifney  

 

Our Sympathy: 

to Vicki Merwin on the death of her 
mother, Carey Merwin, on December 
2, 2015. 
 

to Jan Mayhew and family on the 
December 26th death of her mother, 
Phyllis Lucasse. 
 

to the family and friends of Chick 
Borta, who passed away on  
December 30, 2015. 

 

Congratulations! 

to Chuck and Nancy Holmes on the 
birth of their grandson, Leonitis  
Joseph, born November 27, 2015, in 
the Philippines. 
  

to Adam and Tanya (Purcell) Mey on 
the birth of their daughter, Adelyn 
Christine, born December 5, 2015. 
Proud grandparents are Ron and Nancy 
Purcell, and great-grandparents are 
Darell and Phyllis Moreland. 
 

to great-grandparents Ray and Barb 
Nelson on the December 14th birth of 
Oliver Lee Everett dos Reis. Parents 
are Jesse and Bruno dos Reis. 
 

Thank you! 
“Thank you so much to all of you who 
donated and contributed to the PW 
bazaar bake sale. It was a huge  
success because so many of you 
baked and gave of your time. The 
baked goods were wonderful and 
many will be enjoying your handiwork. 
 

PW contributes to many good causes 
at the end of the year and that would 
not be possible without all of you 
who help in one way or another. It is 
a team effort and it would not be  
successful without each and every 
one of you.  
 

God’s blessings on each of you. 
Thank you so much—you are  
appreciated!” 

Mary Hendon and  
Ruth Suchecki, Co-Chairs 

In Our Church 

 

 

 

Every month, we publish upcoming birthdays of our members and friends 

who are no longer able to come to church regularly. We are sure that cards 

from their church family would be very welcome and appreciated! 

 

Jan. 14  Ruth Mastenbrook 

  1701 Woodlawn 

  Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

Jan. 22  Janet Boer 

  930 Deer Hammock Circle 

  St. Augustine, FL 32080 
 

Jan. 24  Carol Winton 

  1410 S. Ferry, G-7 

  Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

Feb. 6 Fern Mastenbrook 

 15255 Clovernook 

 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

Feb. 27 Louise Edwards 

 1410 S. Ferry, C-6 

 Grand Haven, MI 49417 
 

Feb. 28 Jean Wagner 
 Freedom Village 
 145 Columbia Avenue  
 Room 1270 
 Holland, MI 49423 

Thank you! 
“Dear Blessings in a Blanket Group: 

Thank you so very much for the cute 
and snuggly baby blanket and burp 

cloth for our new little one. It is the 
perfect warm weight for these chilly 

weather months. We’re grateful for 

your ministry and for being a part of 
the Joyful Noise Community.” 

The Roon Family 
 

“I’m still recovering but would like  

to thank those who brought meals, 

sent cards and for keeping me in  
your prayers this past 8 weeks since 

my foot surgery October 14th. Also 
thanks to Dottie and Mart Johnson 

who brought the flowers I had in 

church October 18th in memory of 
my parents, and a special thank you  

to Lee and Suzie Brink for cutting 
down all my perennials in my front 

yard garden.  

Many thanks to all of you, 

Marilew Helmers 

 

2016 Per Capita 
 

Per-capita is a charge we must 

pay to the Presbytery each 

year for every member of our 

congregation. The amount for 

this year is $25.37 
 

Please give prayerful 

consideration toward paying 

the per-capita amount for each 

person in your family who is a 

church member. 
 

Thank you! 

 

For more per-capita FAQs, 

visit this page on the PC-USA 

website:  

   http://tinyurl.com/mkdv2g4 

Chancel Flower Sponsorship 
 

Every Sunday our chancel is graced by beautiful flowers sponsored by church 
members, often in memory of a loved one or in celebration of 
any number of God’s gifts. If you would like to sponsor the 
flowers on February 28, please contact Sue Ochs at  
231-780-3717 or s2123@aol.com to make arrangements. 
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From the Desk of Linda Male 

Joyful Noise 

On my desk is a postcard picturing 

Denver, Colorado. It obviously was 
taken from a plane; it shows a wide 

view from the lake in City Park, to 
downtown buildings, with a backdrop 
of the front range of the Rockies.  

Whoever receives this postcard will 
have enough of a snapshot of Denver 
to entice them to come for a visit.  

True, it is not much to go on, but it is 
enough for the curious visitor. 
 

I loved teaching The House on Mango 

Street by Sandra Cisneros to ninth 
graders in my literature class. It was a 
challenge to get them to realize that 

the book chapters were really just 
postcards about life on Mango Street 
in Chicago. The concept of vignette 

was a new one for them, but once 
they accepted the idea that a story can 
be told through snapshots or postcards 

they were able to fill in the details 
with their imaginations. By the end of 

the book they knew the people and 
places of Mango Street. Without 

leaving the classroom, they developed 

friendships with characters. 
 

The Gospel of Mark is filled with 
postcards. This gospel is not the fully 
developed story line of Jesus’ life 
from family history through birth, 
life, death, and resurrection that we 
read in Matthew or Luke’s gospels. It 
is not the theological commentary we 
read in John’s gospel. Yes, it contains 
many of these elements, but they are 
presented in small portraits that we 
need to string together like a necklace 
of multi-colored beads. In the end we 
have enough for a complete photo 
album of Jesus. 
 

We can develop a friendship with 
Jesus through Mark’s postcards of the 
journey away from Nazareth toward 
Jerusalem. Jill and I will send you the 
postcards in every sermon from 
January 10 through Easter. Together 
we will see the events and hear the 
words of Jesus from the Baptism of 
Jesus through the Resurrection.  

These postcards might not give you a 
chronological order of the journey, 
but it is our intent that you will have 
enough to believe that we have 
walked alongside of Jesus as he 
makes his way clear to all those 
willing to follow him.  
 

The Booklet for Lent created by 
members of the congregation contains 

a blank page for each Sunday. The 
text for that day is the sermon text, 
and you have space to write your own 

reflection each week as you receive 
the postcards. Let us all pray that this 
season of Lent will be one of deeper 

gratitude for the journey we take with 
Jesus as he walks with us. 

The Joyful Noise C-Fund’s  

Gift of Music 

 

The Gift of Music visited the Muskegon Rescue Mission in December for a fun hour of bell ringing, carol singing, and 

Christmas story reading! 
 

The group that participated were children of residents at Muskegon Rescue Mission, which has 

served individuals and families in need in the Muskegon Area with clothes, food, shelter and other 

services since 1907.  Miss Chantal arrived with a bag full of jingle bells, stringed instruments and 

other fun musical goodies. The children enjoyed dancing with scarves, learning about different types 

of bells, and singing along to popular Christmas carols.   
 

At the end of class, each child received a Velcro jingle bell bracelet to keep! Program planning, travel, staff expenses and 

the cost of instruments are all a part of the C-Fund's Gift of Music Program. Any gift--whether big or small--makes a 

huge difference to our funding and directly impacts the lives of children in our area who are in need. 
 

You can support the C-Fund's Gift of Music program by making a cash or check donation to our 501(c)3 profit.  

stop in or mail a check to: The Joyful Noise C-Fund, 508 Franklin St., Grand Haven, MI 49417 

Pressing on Towards Jerusalem 
 

Postcards from the Journey through Mark’s Gospel 
 

by Rev. Linda Male 

http://www.muskegonmission.org/


Tidings article deadline for February 2016 issue: January 17, 2016 

Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or firstpres@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

Volunteer 
Opportunities 

 

Do you have a little time on your 

hands? Consider one of these 

volunteer opportunities! 
 

 Meals on Wheels, operating out of 

Four Pointes in Grand Haven, needs 

volunteer drivers to deliver healthy 

meals to seniors. Volunteers are 

appreciated for any amount of  time 

they can contribute! Contact Patty 

Warner at 616-843-5343. 
 

 Cookie Bakers for Sunday 

morning fellowship—we are 

looking for more bakers willing to 

bring in a few dozen cookies about 

4-5 times a year. Contact Rob 

Andersen at 842-6760, or 

worship@fpgh.org. 
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In Our Church/Outreach 

Musicians and 
Singers Wanted  

 

The Deacons are looking for  

people to help out musically with 

their monthly nursing home  

worship services. 
 

Instrumentalists, singers, 

musicians— if you have been 

blessed with a musical gift you 

would like to share, please contact 

Gale DeKleine at 842-9135.  
 

Thank You! 

 

Community Artist & 
Speaker Series 

 

Sunday, January 31, 4:00 p.m. 

Dr. Douglas Kindschi,  

Interfaith Institute, GVSU 
 

It seems like every 

day we read about 

religiously 

motivated violence 

either in America 

or somewhere in 

the world. Is this 

the new normal, or is there an 

alternative? What is the Christian 

response? We will explore the 

sources of religious violence and 

offer a Christian perspective.  

 

Sunday, February 14, 4:00 p.m. 

Hornpipes! 
 

 The brilliance of the trumpet 

blended with the majesty and colors 

of the organ inspires Hornpipes! 
 

Two virtuoso performers, Scott 

Montgomery and Pamela Smitter, 

lend their unique artistic voices in 

creating an 

exuberant 

new 

expression 

from these 

traditional 

instruments.  

 

All of the Community Artist events 

are free and open to the public. 
 

For the full schedule of our 2015/16 

artists and speakers,  

visit the Music Ministries page at 

www.fpgh.org 

 

Blessings in a Blanket Ministries 
 

A little over a year ago, Kim Fuller and Joan Klaasen brought the idea of the 

“Blessings in a Blanket” ministry to our church. The deacons and many other 

individuals contributed both time and money to making blankets, toys and 

burp cloths to be given to new babies of our church family, the Joyful Noise 

family, and those at TCM who could benefit. Blankets are also available for 

young children who have had surgery or some crisis in their lives for which a 

blanket might offer some comfort.  
 

We now also have a collection of small stuffed animals (made from scraps 

from the blankets) that will be given to the siblings of new babies. 
 

Thanks to all who have contributed to this mission of our church. 
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In Our Church 

New Growing in Faith Classes Offered 
 

Each Sunday at 10:00 a.m., attend the eye-opening and unforgettable classes offered during 

our Growing in Faith Hour! 
 

You have the opportunity to select one of four classes that will stir your soul, make your 

friendships richer, deepen your relationship with your spouse and/or family and forever 

strengthen a loving relationship with our Lord and Savior. 

 

Class offerings beginning January 10: 

  

 The Bible Jesus Read, by Philip Yancey A discussion group will be facilitated by Cal Bosman and Paul 

McNergney. Philip Yancey is a highly respected religious writer and drills down to the roots of our faith with 

challenging life experiences. This book examines the foundation of many our beliefs from the Old Testament and 

how Jesus used these scriptures to support his ministry. Join us and share in Yancey’s faith enriching insights.  

Books are available in the church office for $11.00. 
 

 The Book of Daniel—Don’t miss this opportunity to study the captivating prophecy, imagery and symbolism found 

in the Book of Daniel, in this class led by one of the great teachers of our church, Hazel Kragt. Bring your Bible and 

a notebook to class. 
 

 #Family—Internet Safety for Parents—With the school districts using 1 to 1 technology and the proliferation and 

use of cell phones, ipads and computers by kids at younger and younger ages,  it’s important to know how to keep 

your children safe. Join us for this informative class led by Julie Skodack, church member and technology teacher at 

Reeths Puffer Intermediate School. 
 

 The Wired Word is a contemporary study of newsworthy weekly issues confronting families, individuals, 

communities, churches and countries. Issues are framed by Biblical passages in a manner which is respectful, 

nurturing, challenging and which encourages the presence of the Holy Spirit. Join us  as we attempt to discern God’s 

direction for our individual and collective lives.  
 

Classes are open to everyone, and Sunday school and nursery care are available 

The Book of Revelation 
 

Let your spiritual imagination be stirred 

through the profound insights of our resident 

scholar, Hazel Kragt, as she leads a study of 

one of the most intriguing, mysterious and at 

times joyful books of the Bible, Revelation. 
 

Hazel will lead those present through the 

visions of John of Patmos so they can enter the 

world as he saw it with a concern more for the 

present than the future. She will help you to 

see that Revelation envisions the end of evil, not the end of the world.   
 

Class meets Tuesdays from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m., in room 16/17 beginning 

January 12. All are welcome. 

More Small Groups 
and Classes 

 

The Adult 

Education 

Committee offers 

such a wide variety 

of classes and 

small groups, you are sure to find 

one to fit your interests! 
 

Pick up a brochure at the Information 

Desk, or check out the Adult 

Education page on our website 

(www.fpgh.org) for a full listing of 

the Adult Education offerings! 
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Youth Groups 
 

Vine is our high school youth group, and meets on Sundays during the school year from  

5:15-7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Led by Caleb Zokoe 

 

Roots is our middle school youth group and meets from 6:30-8:00 p.m. during the school 

year in Fellowship Hall. Led by Caleb Zokoe 

 

Shine56 is our youth group designed for all 5th and 6th graders!  

Every Sunday evening, all 5th and 6th graders are invited for dinner from 6:30-7:00,  

followed by age-appropriate lessons. Shine56 meets in Fellowship Hall and is led by Becky 

Yonan. 
 

For the most up-to-date information on youth events, visit the youth facebook page. 
 

Contact Info: 
 

Visit our facebook page: FPGH Youth, Follow us on Twitter:  @Roots_FPGH; @Vine_FPGH 
 

Or contact Caleb Zokoe via email:  czokoe@fpgh.org  

Family Life Ministries—Youth 

Youth Summer 
Mission Trips! 

 

Vine  
June 25-July 2 

(open to students currently  
in 8th-12th grade) 

 

This year we're headed to Denver! 

 

Forms and $150 deposit will save 
your spot for this life-changing trip. 
See Caleb for forms and details.  

 

Roots 
July 9-15 

(open to students currently  
in 6th & 7th grade) 

 

We will be going to Charlotte, NC!  
 

Forms and $100 deposit will reserve 
your spot for this amazing trip. See 
Caleb for forms and details.  

Sunday Night Youth 
Group Schedule 

 

Jan. 3 Christmas Break 

Jan. 10 Shine56 6:30-8:00 pm 

Jan. 17 Shine56 6:30-8:00 pm 

Jan. 24 Shine56 6:30-8:00 pm 

Jan. 31 Shine56 6:30-8:00 pm 
 

Feb. 7 No meeting 

Feb. 14 Shine 56 6:30-8:00 pm 

Feb. 21 Shine56 6:30-8:00 pm 

Feb. 28 Special Event  2:00-4:00 pm 
 

All 5th and 6th graders and their 

friends are invited to join us  

for fun and food! 

Winterfest Sled Race! 
 

Come on down Saturday morning, 

January 30 and watch the youth of 

FPC take on the competition! 
 

After a few painful years, this one 

has got to be a winner! (even if it’s 

not, it’s still a blast!) 
 

The sled race starts at 11:00 a.m. 

All I Want for my Birthday is Clean Water... 
 

This month Caleb Zokoe, our youth director, is turning 30! To help make getting older better,  

he has started a Charity Water Birthday Campaign to raise money to get clean water to those  

who don’t have access to it.  
 

To donate to his clean water campaign, visit https://my.charitywater.org/caleb-zokoe/caleb-s-30th-birthday-campaign 
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Family Life Ministries—Children 

 

Hand2Hand Ministries 
Our Cupboards are Bare!! 

 

Thank you to all of you for the extra donations during the 

holidays, but after all of the vacations, our shelves are empty! 
 

If you are able to help us restock our shelves, here is a list of 

suggested food items: 

 

 granola bars 

 applesauce cups 

 fruit cups 

 oatmeal packets 

 juice boxes 

 milk boxes 

 trail mix 

 macaroni and cheese 
 

Donations (in any amount) may be dropped off in the blue bin at the 

Children’s Ministries desk.  

 

Our Hand2Hand program currently serves 103 students in the local schools, 

from elementary to high school. We thank you for your support  

of this important program! 

 cans of soup 

 small boxes of raisins 

 popcorn 

 pasta 

 pasta sauce (cans, no glass jars) 

 peanut butter 

 jelly 

 packets of Carnation Instant Breakfast 

 

What’s Happening in Young Children & Worship? 
 

Beginning in January, children who worship in the chapel will begin the second book from our 

Young Children & Worship program. This book is titled "Following Jesus" and tells the stories of 

Jesus' life, crucifixion and time on earth after the resurrection. The stories primarily come from the 

book of Mark in the Bible. Because these stories are a little more complex, they will be taught to 

children in 1st through 3rd grades worshiping in the chapel. Younger children will continue learning 

the stories & parables from Young Children & Worship (book one).   

 

Below is January's schedule of stories: 

 

                   Room 16/17                                                         Chapel (grades 1-3) 

 

 Jan. 3        Boy Jesus in the Temple  (Luke 2:41-52)               Jesus is Baptized                    (Mark 1:9-11) 

 Jan. 10      The Mustard Seed (Matthew 13:31-32)        Jesus in the Wilderness           (Mark 1:12-13) 

 Jan. 17      The Great Pearl  (Matthew 13:45-46)        Follow Me                               (Mark 1:16-20) 

 Jan. 24      The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37)             Jesus & the Paralytic               (Mark 2:1-12) 

 Jan. 31      The Great Banquet  (Luke 14:15-24)             Jesus & the Tax Collectors      (Mark 2:13-17) 

 

If you have any questions, you can contact Becky Yonan at byonan@fpgh.org, or 842-6760, extension 14. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Make your light shine,  

so that others will see the good 

that you do and will praise  

your Father in heaven.”        

                Matthew 5:16 



 

 

 

 

508 Franklin Avenue 

Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 

 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship: 

Tune your radio dial to WGHN-FM 92.1 

Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. to hear the previous week’s sermon! 

Or, visit our website:  www.fpgh.org  
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First Presbyterian Church First Presbyterian Church   

of Grand Havenof Grand Haven  
 

508 Franklin Avenue 

Grand Haven, MI  49417 
 

Phone: 616.842.6760 

Fax: 616.842.5979 
 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 

8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 

 

OUR VISION 
 

We are called to celebrate God’s grace as a Christ-centered community of acceptance,  

growing in faith and living as Christ’s hands to serve. 


