
 

           
            
           

              
             

              
  

            
             

              
  

                
    

               
        

               
  

               
           

             
                  

            
            

             
             

             
             

            
              
           

  
                

             
              

  

Recording  Transcript  
Module:  Text  Referencing  

Slide 1. Welcome to the Tar Heel Shared Reader professional development modules. Tar 
Heel Shared Reader, a project funded by the US Department of Education, 
Office of Special Education Programs, is being conducted by the Center for 
Literacy and Disability Studies, a unit in the Department of Health Sciences at 
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. This module, Text Referencing, 
focuses on a way to emphasize the text while making comments as you Follow 
the CAR. 

Slide 2. Find the handout, Student Attention to Text. Pause the recording. 
Slide 3. Text referencing is a technique used during shared reading to encourage 

student attention to and interaction with the text in the books and materials you 
are reading. 

Slide 4. The goal is to increase student knowledge of the forms and features of text, 
which includes print or Braille. 

Slide 5. In text referencing, the adult literally draws student attention to some part of 
the text and often pairs it with a comment. 

Slide 6. In some cases, students need adults to tactually invite them to attend to the 
text or braille. 

Slide 7. In many cases, simply pointing to text and making a comment can draw 
student’s visual attention to the letters and words. For example, this adult 
reading partner is pointing to an upper-case D and saying, “This is a D.” She 
then points to a lower-case d on the same screen and say, “And this is a d.” 

Slide 8. Other times, text referencing may involve pointing word-by-word as you are 
reading without making a specific comment about what you are doing. 

Slide 9. We recommend making comments about text during the Comment step when 
Following the CAR. In this picture, the adult reading partner has read the page, 
“During the winter, the weather turns cold.” She then paused and waited to 
allow the student to initiate and lead the interaction. When the student didn’t 
take the lead, the adult pointed to winter and made the preplanned comment, 
“Look, this word says winter.” Then she paused and waited again, giving the 
student a chance to respond by pointing, commenting, or taking the interaction 
in another direction. 

Slide 10. In this case, the adult reading partner read the title of the book, “Martha the 
Cow.” She then paused and waited. When the student did not comment or 
communicate in some way. The adult said, “That’s an M” while pointing to the 
letter. 



  

             
      

                
            
           

              
            

           
   

              
         

 
               

        
              
       

                 
     

                
               

             
         

             
       

              
             

                
         

          
          

   
 

RECORDING TRANSCRIPT 

Slide 11. As she paused and waited, the student pointed to the M and the adult 
responded, “M. Yes, that is the letter M.” The student then continued the 
interaction by pointing to other letters and the adult labeled each one. 

Slide 12. Text referencing can also involve specific requests. After reading the text on the 
page or screen, then pausing and waiting, the adult might make a specific 
request asking the student to show them a specific letter, word, or other feature 
of the text. 

Slide 13. Find the handout, Text Referencing forms and Example Comments and the 
handout Planning text referencing Comments and Requests. Pause the 
recording. 

Slide 14. As you think about Following the CAR and adding text referencing to the 
comments you make, remember that the Tar Heel Shared Reader interface 
allows you to preplan these comments so that they are displayed on the screen 
for you to use while reading with your students. 

Slide 15. On some pages you can have comments that reflect the content of the text. In 
this case, “She is here.” 

Slide 16. And on other pages you can have comments that reference the text. In this 
case, “Marilla is here three times!” Pointing to the name each time it appears in 
the text. As you go back to the classroom and read with your students, whether 
you use Tar Heel Shared Reader or other books, continue to make comments 
about the content and add text referencing comments and requests as you work 
to Follow the CAR during shared reading. 

Slide 17. As you think about applying text referencing during shared reading, return to 
the form you completed at the beginning of this module. Think about the 
aspects of text that your students do and do not attend to. Make note of these 
aspects and plan to emphasize them in your shared reading interactions. 

Slide 18. Thank you for participating in this Tar Heel Shared Reader professional 
development module. If you have questions email us at sharedreader@unc.edu. 

Slide 19. [disclaimer] 
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