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T
he Facebook post 
(of March 2, 2016) 
by one Ayo Yemof-
ic, was headlined, 
in capital letters, 

‘MOTORIST, BEWARE OF 
FAKE ROAD SAFETY.’ The 
body copy read: “When-
ever you see someone in 
FRSC uniform carrying arms 
(guns) on the highway, know 
it that such is not a genuine 
FRSC staff. Genuine FRSC of-
ficers and men DONT carry 
ARMS.”

ANYONE YOU SEE IN 
THE FRSC UNIFORM CAR-
RYING GUNS ON THE 
HIGHWAY IS AN ARMED 
ROBBER! PLS TAKE NOTE!”

Central to the post was 
the photograph of a man 
believed to be of the Fed-
eral Road Safety Commission 
(FRSC), because he wore the 
FRSC uniform and stood by 
an FRSC vehicle. 

But the journey of this 
photograph might have 
started much earlier: one 
blogger, Anyaorah Queend-
lin, had used it in February 
2016, in her Queen’s News 
Blog, with the question: 
“WHEN DID ROAD SAFETY 
STAFF START CARRYING 
GUNS?” She stated that one 
unidentified “Facebook user 
who shared the photo online 
spotted the man on a busy 
road wielding the rife (sic).” 
Posting as queenlinda, she 
would, perhaps same day or 
later, start a thread on the 
discussion forum, Nairaland 
(#7 on Top Nigerian sites 
on Alexa.com), headlined 
“Road Safety Officer Carry-
ing Guns?”  We would return 
presently to one or two of the 
responses in the thread.

 Now, trying to find 
its original source is getting 
complex; so, let’s just move 
on to the present.

But, before then, see these 
two responses on the Naira-
landthreadthat could kick 
any trace of recession out 
of you.

This (no editing):
“Oh yes they do carry 

guns but its rear. They are 
called “the combatants”

*Modified*
Please for those quoting 

and saying am lying, I didn’t 
read it anywhere that they 
do carry gun (who get time 
to go read about road safety 
officials?) But in 2015 when 
I was working in a shop op-
posite their office I saw some 
of them with Ak47 and they 
were heavily built at first 
I was shocked but as time 
goes on I became aware that 
that’s what they are called 
cause it was written in their 
polo shirt!

So abeg make nobody cru-
cify again if una never see 
ham no mean say I never see 
ham by the way, I’m FTC!” 

And, this (also unedited):
“Road safety don’t use 

guns or any weapons at dat. 
He probably used d rifle to 
pose for a photograph consid-
ering the parked police van 
nxt to theirs. They don’t need 
guns to check vehicle license 
and registration.”

Quickly, let’s go back to 
2010.

During a visit by FRSC 
officials and World Bank 
consultants to the Emir of 
Bida (Niger State), AlhajiYa-
hayaAbubakar (by the way, 
he retired from the Nigerian 
army in 2003 as a retired 
army brigadier-general), he 
“advocated the need for Of-
ficers and men of the Federal 
Road Safety Corps to undergo 
routine training on the use 
of arms in order to ensure 
their safety in the course of 
discharging statutory func-
tions.”

Of the 11 reactions to the 
Facebook note (by the FRSC 
itself) where the quote was 
extracted, seven supported 
the carrying of arms. One 
Suleiman DenjaAbdullahi, 
whose profile says “worked 
at FRSC” said: “When you are 
exposed to dangers of our 
roads day in, day out, you def-
initely agree with the emir.” 
(sic). Another poster, Eyong 
Ebri, said: THE SECURITY 
OF NIG. SHD BE IN MANY 
HANDS. SO FG SHD GIVE 
ARMS TO FRSC AS IS PRO-
VIDED IN FRSC ESTABLISH-

MENT ACT 2007. 
Ebri should know: he is 

an FRSC marshal, or at least, 
as at 5 July 2016, when he 
posted his reaction. Indeed, 
Section 19 of the FEDERAL 
ROAD SAFETY COMMIS-
SION (ESTABLISHMENT) 
ACT, 2007 provides that: “For 
the purpose of carrying out 
or enforcing the provisions 
of this Act, such members of 
the Corps as may be deter-
mined by the Commission, 
exposed to high risk in the 
enforcement of the provi-
sions of this Act, shall have 
the same powers, authori-
ties and privileges including 
power to bear arms as are 
given by law to members of 
the Nigeria Police.” 

A layman’s interpretation 
of this provision is that only 
members “exposed to high 
risk” situations in the perfor-
mance of their duties shall 
bear arms. And, that will be 
“determined by the (manage-
ment of the) Commission.” 
There was a reference in one 
of the reactions to the Naira-
land thread on “combatants”. 
By press time, inquiries made 
to FRSC spokesmen were not 
replied, otherwise we would 
have confirmed if there are 
such categories of person-
nel in the Commission and 
the operational definition of 
“risky situations.” To digress a 
little, a story is now making 
the rounds of how an FRSC 
operative on a highway in 

Sokoto hauled a big stone 
into a car because the driver 
purportedly refused to stop 
after being asked to; result-
ing in all the passengers, 
including an eight-year-old 
girl, receiving injuries, after 
the driver reportedly lost 
control. 

In the absence of a rifle, 
use a stone?

But, how did the frenzy 
about the FRSC bearing 
arms resurface?

Apparently, a newspaper 
had on 2 December, pub-
lished a report quoting Bob-
oye Olayemi Oyeyemi, Corps 
Marshal and chief executive 
officer FRSC, as saying, at the 
Commission’s end-of-year 
management strategy meet-
ing, that “FRSC now to bear 
firearms.” 

And, yes, that same pic-
ture of the lone FRSC man 
wielding an assault rifle was 
used to illustrate the story. 

 The gist was that the Fed-
eral Government “approved” 
of arms-bearing by FRSC per-
sonnel “following upsurge in 
violent attacks and killing of 
some of its operatives during 
legitimate duties.” In 2016 
alone, (still quoting Oyeyemi) 
“the Commission lost over 
70 of its personnel”in these 
attacks. He cited a “recent oc-
currence…in TalataMafara, 
Zamfara State, where a mo-
torist ran into (a) mobile court 
in session, killing three op-
eratives almost instantly…” 

To arm or not to arm
Channels TV also aired this 
report on its nightly news.

You can watch the FRSC 
CEO in this vide o clip: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=iFoorefQj8w#. A 
question we had sent to the 
FRSC spokesman was: “How 
would bearing arms have 
saved these attacks?”

By the way, you might 
hear Oyeyemi saying “the 
man is not an armed robber.” 
That should clear the doubts 
whether the man in the pic-
ture belonged in the FRSC or 
the underworld.

Of course, the social me-
dia took it from there, with 
more (and fiercer) “nays” than 
“ayes”; which led the FRSC to 
issue a statement, suggesting 
that Oyeyemi’s statement was 
“taken out of context” by “ir-
responsible” “wicked” people 
“to suit their agenda.” Stating; 
“that there is no immediate 
plan to implement the law 
allowing officials to carry 
arms.” The spokesman al-
lowed, however, that: “We’ve 
been undergoing (firearms) 
trainings on regular intervals 
since 1992 when (military 
president) Ibrahim Babangida 
was in office.” Oyeyemialso 
stated that “5,000 of our per-
sonnel have been trained” 
and “we are just waiting for 
the validation of the earlier 
approval.” Our inquiries to 
the FRSC sought to find who 
is validating what approval.

Well, would you approve 
of this tweep, AdaNwaAda@
cremechic11, as the star of 
the saga? In the hurly burly, 
she posited on her Twitter 
account that she “can’t wrap 
(her) head around” why Road 
Safety officials should be 
armed. She then adds that 
the “Things FRSC actually 
need to do their job: Alcohol 
breathalysers, speed track-
ing devices, city cams, mo-
bile first aid clinics, etc. NOT 
GUNS!” 

Going by AdaNwaAda’s 
submission, shall we ask the 
Federal Government to flood 
the FRSC with Radar Guns? 
No harm in that.

Check out a few responses 
to her tweet, which trended: 

• Problem: “Nigerians don’t 
respect government agen-
cies”

Solution: GIVE ALL OF 
THEM GUNS. Nigerians re-
spect guns

• If you had a usable data 
base they won’t need to jump 
in front of vehicles, they 
won’t get killed, they won’t 
need guns.

• Do they even have the 
proper records of all the ve-
hicles?

• You forgot to add “A Di-
rect Line of Communication 
With The Police in case of a 
Hot Chase”

OK: Add yours.  

 Mabel Dimma contributed 
to this report.

By Our Special cOrreSpOndent

Making sense of all the frenzy around federal road marshals bearing firearms
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W
i t h  C h r i s t m a s 
barely 14 days 
a w ay,  A g at h a 
Ihiminre, a fed-
eral civil servant 

and mother of three who lives with 
her family in Benin, the Edo State 
capital, is certain that her home will 
not witness the traditional slaugh-
tering of chicken and other exciting 
things that accompany the annual 
Christian festivity this year.

Her reason is simple: Times are 
hard and things may get tougher 
in 2017.

“The economy is bad and there 
are no signs that things are about to 
get better. Things are too costly in 
the market. Perhaps with the excep-
tion of tomatoes and onions, every 
other commodity in the market is 
now beyond reach,” Ihiminre tells 
BDSUNDAY in a telephone conver-
sation.

“A four-litre bottle of palm oil 
now sells for between N4,000 
and N5,000, a bag of rice between 
N22,000 and N24,000, a live chicken 
between N7,000 and N8,000; and 
even children’s clothes, both new 
and fairly used, are also out of reach 
for countless families,” she says.

Having taken stock of these reali-
ties, Ihiminre says she has already 
told her children to forget Christmas 
clothes, chicken and any outing this 
year.

“It’s not our fault; things are hard. 
N7,000 is not a small amount of 
money to be spent on a single live 
chicken. How many chickens will I 
buy that can serve all of us and visi-
tors who may be hoping that there 
would be food in my house as usual? 
Things have never been this unbear-
able in my entire life,” she says.

Christmas is usually a special sea-
son for Nigerians, as it heralds the 
end of an old year and the beginning 
of a new one. In times of economic 
boom, by now the signs would have 
been glaring as many families would 
have gone on shopping spree in 
preparation for Christmas and New 
Year celebrations.

This year, however, amid biting 
economic recession that is showing 
no signs of ending soon, many Ni-
gerians, like Ihiminre, are facing the 
economic realities on ground and 
adjusting their spending patterns. 
Those who spoke to BDSUNDAY 
said they are spending cautiously as 
they foresee an even tougher 2017. 
While the not-so-rich folks say they 
are more concerned about children’s 
school fees, house rent and other 
heavy expenditures that come with 
January, wealthier Nigerians are 
spending cautiously lest they should 
attract resentment from those who 
don’t have.

 Low-key preparation
 “From my own experience, 

Christmas is a special time for Nige-

rians and by now people would have 
started buying and exchanging gifts 
to friends and relations, but I don’t 
see that happening,” a marine project 
management consultant and char-
tered engineer, who does not want 
his name in print, tells BDSUNDAY.

“Even as I speak to you, with my 
position in society, everybody is 
watching what is going on; you can’t 
spend anyhow. The funds are not 
there, people need assistance all over 
the place, and even those who have 
are sceptical about spending now. It 
is a big problem really,” he says.

Indeed, our visit to some markets 
across the country shows that trad-
ing activities are very slow, even 
though those goods that hallmark 
the season, such as Christmas lights, 
trees, red hats with a tinge of white, 
children’s clothes and shoes, etc, have 
flooded the markets.

At Balogun Market in Lagos, 
traders complained about low sales 
while buyers complained about high 
cost of goods in the market. Many 
prospective buyers were seen hag-
gling over prices from shop to shop 

but ended up leaving the market 
empty-handed.   

John Okwuchukwu, a dealer on 
jewelleries who complained of hard 
times, says there is no Christmas 
celebration in his home this year 
as well. His jewellery shop, which 
used to be filled with stock, is virtu-
ally empty. A well-known importer 
who used to go to China to buy 
goods at least six times in a year, 
Okwuchukwu’s capital has been 
depleted by the foreign exchange 
crisis which has meant that he has 
not visited China this year. He now 
picks whatever goods he can get 
from his neighbours to put in his 
shop.

“Travelling home for Christmas 
is also out of the question, unless it 
is to relocate my family to the East 
and then come back and continue 
the hustle. Man must survive. We 
pray that next year will be better,” 
he says.

 Burden from dependants
 Some Nigerians are also com-

plaining that the task of carrying 
financial burden of close and ex-
tended relatives is becoming too 
much to bear, saying they may not 
be able to do anything for these 
dependants this Christmas going by 
the current economic situation. This 
will definitely affect their Christmas 
celebration as well as that of their 
dependants.

“My situation is worsened by 
several unemployed relatives that 
their numbers have continued to 
increase on my list of those I plan 
to give something. What do you 
expect in a situation where those 
fully employed in a family are few? 
Many of them are out of job because 
they were affected by the economic 
downturn. It is a hard thing for me 
these days thinking about buying 
clothes,” says Andy Udoma.

“As Christmas approaches, the 
names of those asking me for pres-
ent increase. It is not a funny situa-
tion at all. I may consider the option 
of switching off my phone this 
season because the pressure is just 

too much,” he says.
 Analysts’ view
 The low-key celebration of this 

year’s Christmas, however, tallies 
with the expectations of some ana-
lysts who spoke with BDSUNDAY. 
This is in light of the economic re-
cession that the country is currently 
mired in.

“It is tough really. What should 
average Nigerians be doing right 
now? We should go back to learn-
ing to save frankly. I think this 
year should be a very low key cel-
ebration, no doubt about it. For two 
things: even those who have money, 
in my opinion, it will not be good to 
be seen splashing money; doing so 
would fuel resentment,” says a big 
player in the oil industry, who asked 
not to be named.

“So, all of us – those who can af-
ford it and those who can’t afford 
it, everybody should be low-keyed. 
And we should see how we can 
manage the little we have because 
2017, I expect it’s going to be tough. 
Or don’t you think so?” he adds.

A female player in the health sec-
tor, who pleaded anonymity, thinks 
the celebration needs to be low key.

“I am not sure there’s a lot of mon-
ey. This is the time people should 
tighten their belt. If they do have 
some funds, they need to do more 
saving rather than spending at this 
point in time. At the same time we 
all should give thanks for getting to 
the end of the year, looking forward 
to a better new year. Basically, I 
think it is time for saving and plan-
ning for the New Year,” she says.

 Cheaper rice brands to the res-
cue

 But while many Nigerians are 
decrying the high cost of food items, 
especially rice which is a staple and a 
major player in Christmas festivities, 
some cheaper options have emerged 
in many parts of the country.  

In Edo State, there is a brand 
called ‘Hausa rice’, which several 
Edo residents are said to have re-
sorted to. A bag of ‘Hausa rice’ sells 
for between N18,000 and N19,000, 
while a paint bucket of it is sold for 
N900. The downside, however, is 
that the rice has some stones in it, 
although it is said to be better than 
some expensive brands.

In Ebonyi State, three grades of 
Abakaliki rice are available at the 
different rates. The lowest grade, 
R8, sells for N5,000 per bushel and 
N10,000 per 50kg bag; the higher 
grade, 306, sells for N7,000 per 
bushel and N14,000 per 50kg bag; 
while the highest grade, Mass, sells 
for N8,000 per bushel and N16,000 
per 50kg bag.

In Lagos, the state government 
has announced that the locally-
produced LAKE rice, a product of 
collaboration between Lagos and 
Kebbi States, will be available for 
Christmas at the cost of N13,000 per 
50kg bag.

And there is also Anambra rice, 
which sells for N15,000 a bag.

CHUKS OLUIGBO, NATHANIEL AKHIGBE 
& SEYI JOHN SALAU

I think this year 
should be a very low 
key celebration, no 
doubt about it. For 

two things: even those 
who have money, in 

my opinion, it will not 
be good to be seen 
splashing money; 

doing so would fuel 
resentment
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Lagos in partnership with CIBN to host WCBI
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A
k i n w u n m i 
Ambode, gov-
ernor of Lagos 
State, has ex-

pressed his willingness 
to partner the Chartered 
Institute of Bankers of 
Nigeria (CBIN) in hosting 
the 22nd edition of the 
World Conference of 
Banking Institute (WCBI), 
saying that it would be 
a veritable vehicle for 
promoting investment 
potentials in the state.

“Lagos is going to be 
50 next year and Presi-
dent and chairman of 
Council of CIBN, Profes-
sor Segun Ajibola, has 
talked so much about the 
hosting right of the con-
ference,” Ambode said.

“As a government, we 
are also trying to brand 
Lagos as a world class 
city to live in, and so we 
will partner and support 
the conference and list 
it as part of the events 
to celebrate Lagos at 50 
and use it as a platform 
to promote financial 
tourism for the state,” he 

further said.
T h e  c o n f e re n c e , 

which is scheduled for 
April 24 – 28, 2017 at Eko 
Hotel, Lagos, is a biennial 
global forum that brings 
together professionals 
from the financial ser-
vices sector and other 
stakeholders engaged 
in banking operation, 
education and training.

Since its inception in 
the United Kingdom in 
1975, the major objective 

of the conference has 
been to provide a global 
platform for the review 
of achievements and 
emerging challenges 
concerning the func-
tioning of Banking and 
Finance Institutes and 
their role in effectively 
supporting the Financial 
Sector’s Performance 
and Profitability. This 
will be the first time 
Nigeria is hosting the 
global conference.

R-L: Akinwunmi Ambode, governor, Lagos State and Segun Ajibola, a 
professor and chairman of Council of the Chartered Institute of Bankers 
of Nigeria (CIBN).

Tributes rain as Michael Ibru’s 
funeral commences

A
s the funeral 
rites of the late 
Nigeria’s busi-
ness mogul 

and elder statesman, Ol-
orogun Michael Christo-
pher Onajirhevbe Ibru, 
commenced on Tuesday 
in Lagos, eminent Nige-
rians from the political, 
business and religious 
community, have been 
pouring tributes and 
encomiums on the de-
parted national.

At the commendation 
service held on Wednes-
day, at the Cathedral 
Church of Christ, Dio-
cese of Lagos, Marina, in 
honour of the deceased, 
Most Reverend Adebola 
Ademowo, the Bishop of 
Lagos and Dean Emeri-
tus, Church of Nigeria 
Anglican Communion, 
described late Michael 
Ibru as an essential na-
tionalist and a foremost 
philanthropist.

Ademowo said, “He 
was a symbol of humil-
ity per excellence. Papa 
Michael Ibru was simple, 
dogged and indefatiga-
ble. He was a statesman, 
a detribalised Nigerian; 
a humble personality. 
Any time he met a man 
of God, he would doff 
his cap and pay respect 
to him.

“I was supposed to be 

in a meeting at Ikeja, but 
I decided to personally 
come and pay my last 
respect to Papa Ibru. He 
used his businesses to 
benefit all and sundry.”

The clergy, who drew 
his sermon from the 
parable of the talents in 
Mathew chapter 25:21, 
maintained that Ibru 
was faithful with his 
own talent, saying, “He 
did not bury his own tal-
ent; he used it profitably.”

He urged the living to 
remember that the day 
of reckoning was com-
ing, and therefore should 
use the talents they have 
to glorify God as late Ibru 

did. 
“In our country today 

millions of people are 
misusing their talents. 
Nigeria has bad users of 
their talents. Nemesis 
will catch up with such 
people who are bad us-
ers of their talents. The 
God of retributive justice 
will surely visit them”, 
he noted. 

He added that for Ni-
geria to witness national 
rebirth, it with has to 
begin the people.

Meanwhile, in a com-
prehensive book of trib-
ute distributed at the 
Service of Songs held 
on Tuesday, at the Har-

bour Point Event Center, 
Victoria Island, Lagos, 
which marked the com-
mencement of his funer-
al Olusegun Obasanjo, 
former President and 
elder statesman, joined 
other top personalities 
to pay glowing tribute 
to him.

Obasanjo said, “Olo-
rogun was somebody 
I knew very well from 
the early years of his en-
trepreneurship. Oloro-
gun was one of the very 
few who can be said 
that their lives brought 
a blessing to their gen-
eration. I recall his inspir-
ing career as a frontline 

Stories by CHINWE AGBEZE

Rullion to train 5,000 youths on vocations, 
skills acquisition in first quarter 2017

V
ocational skills 
trainers, Rul-
lion Capacity 
Builders, an 

approved Ministry of 
Labour & Productiv-
ity Trade Testing Cen-
tre that offers complete 
Small and Medium

Scale Enterprise sup-
port services said it 
has devised a model to 
train 5,000 youths in 
the first quarter of 2017 
in order to make them 
self-sufficient amidst 
the dwindling Nigerian 
economy.

Oluwatoyin Egedi, 
the coordinator, gave 
the hint at a recent press 
conference in Lagos, 
where she said that Rul-
lion is ready to coach, 
tutor & empower the 
youths, middle-aged 
and in-between school 
population of Nigeria 
in Skills Acquisition 
and Entrepreneurship 
in order to impact and 
resuscitate the ailing 
economy. 

According to her, 
“the private sector has 
a major role to play; 
that is where Rullion 
Capacity Builders falls 
in. We are ready to 
give intensive, short 
training programmes 
in courses such as cake 
baking and decoration, 
confectionaries, events 
planning;  s l ipp ers, 
sandals and bag mak-
ing and photography 
among others.”

She noted that if the 
government could put 
a lot of effort into skills 
acquisition and voca-
tional training, it has 

the capacity to improve 
on the economy, as well 
as creating more jobs 
for the teeming unem-
ployed Nigerian youths. 

Oluwatoyin lament-
ed that in Nigeria, Uni-
versity graduates are 
not skillful, saying; “you 
leave university and the 
next thing that occurs 
to you is that you need 
white-collar job; these 
white collar jobs are 
not available anymore 
in Nigeria. In civilised 
countries, you see such 
economies emerging 
because of skills acqui-
sitions and vocational 
training, and this is what 
the governments of to-
day are very passionate 
about. Entrepreneurship 
is the future of any de-
veloping economy such 
as Nigeria. ”

“We have the man-
power, we have all that 
are required to train Ni-
gerian youths in a lot 
of areas, and the arti-
san training can create 
a lot of jobs for Nigerian 
youth. We are about to 
develop a model that has 
the capacity to take mil-
lions of Nigerian youths 
out of the job market.” 
she revealed.

Oluwatoyin revealed 
further that Rullion has 
the capacity to train the 
youths to become inde-
pendent and entrepre-
neurs. “Our facility has 
the capacity to take in 
about 5,000 youths in 
batches, which we have 
the capacity to train 
within a period of three 
weeks in different areas,” 
she revealed.

Odu’a advised to carry out proper 
oversight on subsidiaries

T
he manage-
ment of Odu’a 
Investment 
C o m p a n y 
Limited has 

been advised to carry 
out proper oversight on 
its subsidiaries to avoid 
waiting till they become 
comatose before taking 
steps to remedy the situ-
ation.

This is coming as the 
conglomerate is current-
ly holding talks with 
different partners and 
funding agencies to ac-
tuallise its strategic plan.

The conglomerate is 
talking to Bank of In-
dustry, Bank of Agricul-
ture or African Develop-
ment Bank for long-term 
funding.

Speaking at the 40th 
anniversary of the com-
pany held at Premier Ho-
tel, Ibadan, Wale Omole, 
former Vice Chancellor 
of the Obafemi Awolo-
wo University, Ile-Ife, 
regretted that over the 

years, many of the con-
glomerate’s subsidiaries 
had died while others 
had become enfeebled.

While saying that 
company should lead 
the development of the 
Yoruba nation, he noted 
that “there is work to be 
done in order not to turn 
Odu’a Investment into a 
decaying heritage.”

Omole said: “As we 
are today, with reces-
sion around us, with 
inadequate fund, salaries 
poorly paid and at times 
unpaid, with inflation 
surging higher and the 
purchasing power of 
individuals diminishing, 
a properly thought and 
well planned integrated 
package will take us off 
recession than we can 
hardly envisage.

“All that we require is 
good planning. The more 
the success we achieve, 
the more the skeptics 
about true federalism 
will be convinced of 

the value of our endow-
ments to individually 
become agents of hope, 
agents of hard work, so 
that we complain less 
and less, noting that all 
things are bright and 
beautiful because the 
good God made them all”. 

Earlier in his address, 
Chairman Board of 
Directors of the com-
pany, Isaac Akintade 
remarked that the event 
will provide the oppor-
tunity for the stakehold-
ers to aware their con-
sciousness as he said the 
largely dependence on 
oil has made many state 
grounded. 

“Our long years of de-
pendence on Abuja and 
the monthly dole out of 
‘Allocation’ has made us 
lazy and spoon-fed. It 
has made us to under-
mine our intellectual ca-
pability to think through 
and deliver solutions 
for our socio-economic 
problems. 

L-R: Children of the late Olorogun Michael Ibru, Christianah, Oskar, his wife, Wanda, Peter and  Widow, Mama 
Oyenike Ibru, at the service of songs for the late Ibru in Lagos, recently.      Picture Alawale Amoo
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Nigeria’s economic recession offers opportunity for reforms, experts say

L-R: Toun Okewale-Sonaiya, CEO, WFM 91.7, Sola David-Borha, chief executive, Stanbic IBTC Holdings plc; and Mrs. Folarunso Alakija,  executive 
vice chairman, FAMFA Oil,  at the 2016 edition of WFM 91.7 Voice Of Women Conference And Awards in Lagos on Friday, 9 December, 2016.

E
conomic experts 
at the annual 
Hubert H. Hum-
phrey Fellow-

ship Alumni Program 
Lecture held in Lagos on 
Thursday said the pres-
ent economic recession 
in the country offers the 
government an opportu-
nity to embark on over-
due economic reforms, 
even as they suggested 
ideas on how to get out 
of the recession. 

The annual lecture 
aims to create aware-
ness of issues of social 
concern in Nigeria with 
a view to finding solu-

tions through the pro-
motion of democracy 
and good governance, 
national development 
and a commitment to 
public service.

Drawing less ons 
from the United States 
of America, which he 
said has experienced as 
many as 47 recessions 
since 1790, F. John Bray, 
Consul-General, US Con-
sulate, Lagos, said while 
there was no one-size-
fits-all solution, mon-
etary policy and fiscal 
policy are the two sets of 
tools to foster economic 
recovery.

He emphasised the 
need for economic re-
forms, legislative and 

policy changes, open 
rather than isolationist 
economy, increased for-
eign direct investment 
inflows, among others.

“As in the case for the 
U.S. economy, FDI of-
fers much to contribute 
to Nigeria’s ability to 
grow its economy and 
increase its global com-
petitiveness,” said Bray 
in a keynote address 
tagged ‘The Challeng-
es and Opportunities 
of Managing a Reces-
sionary Economy: The 
American Experience’.

“I hope that Nigeria 
will use the current re-
cession as an opportu-
nity to adopt and imple-
ment economic reforms 

to address challenges 
that existed before the 
current recession began 
but that will still need 
to be met and overcome 
after the recession ends, 
which we all know will 
happen, in order to set 
this country on course 
for long-term sustain-
able development and 
help it to bring greater 
prosperity to all the peo-
ple of Nigeria,” he said. 

Ayo Teriba, CEO, Eco-
nomic Associates, said 
Nigeria at the moment 
does not have enough 
foreign exchange to meet 
the import demand nec-
essary to sustain the high 
level economic activities 
in the country and sug-

Foundation calls for reshape of global 
cooperation to tackle humanity risks

T
h e  S t o c k -
holm-based 
Global Chal-
lenges Foun-
dation has 

launched the Global 
Challenges Prize 2017, 
which offers US$5 mil-
lion for bold ideas to 
remodel global gover-
nance for 21st century.

The Foundation is 
seeking to identify new 
models of global coop-
eration capable of han-
dling the most serious 
threats to humanity in-
cluding climate change, 
weapons of mass de-
struction and extreme 
poverty.

It was set up in 2012 
with the aim of deep-
ening understanding 
of global risks and gal-
vanising more effective 
responses. The prize 
competition is based 
on the premise that 
the current system 
of global governance 
that has evolved since 
World War II is no lon-
ger equipped to deal 
with 21st Century risks 
that transcend national 
borders and can affect 
populations anywhere 
in the world.

“Today’s risks are so 
dangerous and so glob-
al in their nature they 
have outrun the inter-
national system’s abil-
ity to deal with them,” 
said Global Challenges 
Foundation founder 
Laszlo Szombatfalvy, 

an investor, author and 
philanthropist who built 
his career in Sweden 
through the successful 
analysis of financial risk.

 “We’re trying to solve 
today’s problems with 
yesterday’s tools. We 
believe a new shape of 
collaboration is need-
ed to address the most 
critical challenges in 
our globalised world,” 
he said.

The New Shape Prize 
will ask entrants to de-
sign frameworks for 
international decision-
making equipped to 
address today’s global 

institutions such as the 
United Nations.

The Global Challeng-
es Foundation empha-
sised the prize competi-
tion was not seeking so-
lutions to the individual 
risks in question, but 
for the global decision-
making structures that 
would allow the world 
community to tackle 
them more effectively.

The c omp etit ion 
is open until May 24, 
2017. Entries will be 
evaluated by a panel 
of academic experts. 
The best proposals will 
then be judged by a high 
level international jury 
comprised of respected 
figures of global stat-
ure. Final awards will 
be made in November 
2017.

The Global Chal-
lenges Foundation said 
it was committed to 
promoting the winning 
ideas following their 
announcement in or-
der to generate debate 
around how they could 
be implemented and to 
support promising en-
trants to develop their 
ideas where appropri-
ate. Through its ‘A New 
Shape’ award, the Glob-
al Challenges Founda-
tion hopes to stimulate 
urgent global debate at 
the highest levels about 
how the world com-
munity manages global 
risks and to contrib-
ute to the reshaping of 
global governance in 
order to safeguard fu-
ture generations.

The Global Chal-
lenges Foundation is 
publicising its competi-
tion worldwide, part-
nering with respected 
institutions on multiple 
continents in an effort 
to reach the brightest 
minds and most vision-
ary thinkers whether 
they come from aca-
demia, policy-making, 
civil society, business, 
technology or law. This 
outreach effort includes 
collaborating closely 
with experts and prac-
titioners currently 
working within exist-
ing global governance 

challenges with a fo-
cus on climate change, 
major environmental 
damage, violent con-
flict (including nuclear 
and other weapons 
of mass destruction) 
and extreme poverty. 
Entrants are also asked 
to consider the implica-
tions of a rising world 
population, forecast by 
the United Nations to 
reach eleven (11) billion 
by 2100. The prize is 
open to anyone – indi-
viduals, groups and or-
ganisations – anywhere 
in the world.

“We believe that 

the human ingenuity 
that has allowed us to 
eradicate diseases, bring 
down poverty levels 
and stabilise the hole 
in the ozone layer, can, 
if properly channeled, 
play a role in averting 
the greatest risks to our 
survival,” said Szombat-
falvy. “If we can tap this 
creativity and apply it 
to designing a better 
decision-making system 
for the world commu-
nity, then we will have 
a chance of preserving 
our world for future 
generations,” he further 
said.
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gested that the only way 
out was to undertake 
external adjustment.

“Nigeria needs to read-
just to several financing, 
attract most foreign di-
rect investment, reform 
this economy. And Nige-
ria needs infrastructure 
because most infrastruc-
tures in Nigeria are under 
government monopoly,” 
he said.

Olabintan Famutimi, 
patron, Hubert Hum-
phrey Fellowship Alum-
ni Association, who not-
ed that recession was a 
universal phenomenon, 
however, said that Nige-
ria’s current economic 
recession was self-in-
flicted.

Famutimi said that 
Nigeria had over the de-
cades depended solely on 
revenue from crude oil, 
whose price was being 
determined by fluctuat-
ing international market 
forces, adding that while 
crude oil boomed, Nige-
rian governments paid 
lip-service to economic 
diversification and ne-
glected other sectors of 
the economy.

“Recession is a uni-
versal phenomenon and 
almost all countries have 
had times weathering 
the storms of it, includ-
ing the countries that 
are regarded as the most 
prosperous today,” he 
said.

…US Consul-General draws lessons from America’s experience
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T
he last may not have been 
heard on the ban last Mon-
day, by the Federal Govern-
ment, on the importation of 
vehicles through the land 

borders. Since the pronouncement, 
there have been divergent views, 
with the House of Representatives 
urging a stay of action on the ban.

Issues around importation of cars 
have been old story in Nigeria.

The Goodluck Jonathan adminis-
tration came up with a new automo-
tive policy that raised the duty paid 
on imported vehicles from 20 percent 
to 70 percent, covering 35 percent 
duty and 35 percent levy, and this 
took effect in 2014.

The policy, which aimed to dis-
courage importation and increase 
patronage for locally assembled cars, 
as Nigeria is yet to join the league of 
countries manufacturing cars, be-
came counterproductive as many Ni-
gerians who could not afford to buy 
‘expensive’ locally assembled cars, 
abandoned the seaports, and started 
patronising port in the neighbour-
ing countries of Benin Republic and 
Togo, where it was cheaper to import 
and bring into the Nigerian markets 
through the land borders.

Many investors that built roll-out, 
roll-off (RORO) terminals, which spe-
cialise in handling imported vehicles, 
were out of business as over 60 per-
cent of their cargoes were diverted 
to the above mentioned ports. This 
also led to massive loss of jobs for 
employees of these roll-roll ports and 
revenue for the port owners and the 
Federal Government.   

Worried by these loses, the Fed-
eral Government last Monday took 
the decision to ban importation of 
vehicles through the land borders. 
The new policy, which was highly 
welcomed by stakeholders, especially 
terminal operators under the aegis 
of the Seaport Terminal Operators 
of Nigeria (STOAN), was also seen to 
be ineffective in bridging the already 
existing gap.

Vicky Haastrup,  chairman of 
STOAN, said the new policy if well 
implemented by Customs will reduce 
the smuggling of vehicles into the 
country and revive the operations 
of Roll-on-Roll-off (RORO) terminals 
that handle all types of vehicles, some 
of which are at the verge of shutting 
down since the implementation of 
the new auto policy took effect.

“We are confident of the ability of 
Mr. President to turn the economy 
around. The earlier ban on impor-
tation of rice through land borders 
and now of vehicles is a welcome 
development. We are happy that 
the President has listened to our 
appeal to reverse incongruous poli-
cies inherited by his government 
from the former administration and 
which have deprived Nigerian ports 
of cargo,” she said.

Haastrup further requested the 
Federal Government to take a step 
further and scrap the high import 

Understanding the FG’s ban on importation 
of vehicles through land borders

duty regime imposed on vehicles by 
the administration President Jona-
than in 2013.

“In addition to this, we appeal to 
Mr. President to return the import 
duties on vehicles to 20 percent from 
the prohibitive 70 percent tariff 
imposed by the former administra-
tion. The reversal will serve as an 
incentive for Nigerians to import 
legitimately through the seaports 
and make appropriate payments to 
government. This will boost revenue 
collection by the Customs and also 
lead to the return of lost jobs at the 
affected ports,” she further stated.

While appealing to Customs of-
ficers at the border posts to support 
the Federal Government by ensuring 
that no smuggled vehicle finds its 
way into Nigerian market through 
the land borders from 1st January 
2017 when the new policy is expect-
ed to come into effect,” Haastrup said.

Asconio Russo, managing director 
of PTML, Nigeria’s notable Roll-on 
Roll-off said that his company is in 
full support of the new policy, which 
according to him, will increase the 
revenue of vehicle handling termi-
nals and that of the Federal Govern-
ment.  He however expressed hope 
for downward review of the duty 
payable on imp orte d vehicles to 
spur Nigerians to import through 
the seaports.

Jonathan Nic ole,  president of 
Shippers Association of Lagos State, 
who noted that since 2014 when 
the current auto policy that brought 
about 70 percent hike in the tariff of 
imported vehicles came into effect, 
that Nigeria had lost 80 percent of 
its vehicles to ports in neighbouring 
countries of Benin republic and Togo, 
said that Nigeria loses over N800 mil-
lion annually to the policy.

Nicole further commended the 

new policy on ban in importation 
through land borders, even as he 
added his voice to request the Fed-
eral Government to slash the current 
import duty on vehicles, to increase 
volume.   

Another school of thought be-
lieved that if the policy was not well 
handled, it could be counterproduc-
tive, such that it would only become 
rewarding to corrupt government 
officials operating at the border posts, 
who would utilise the situation to 
prey on Nigerians and jettison na-
tional interest.   

Tony Nwabunike, former chair-
man of Council for the Regulation 
of Freight Forwarding in Nigeria, 
(CRFFN), who commended the ban, 
however, expressed fears that cor-
ruption among customs officers at 
the border posts of Seme and Idiroko 
might make it difficult for the policy 
to thrive and deliver on its objectives.

The ban, according to him, may 
end up failing as that of rice has 
continued to fuel smuggling of rice 
through the land border for the sole 
benefit of the importer and corrupt 
customs officers. “Let me be honest 
with you, now that government 
has banned vehicle import through 
the borders, it is going to be more 
business for some of the officers at 
the  border, now smugglers would 
no longer pay N1million to the gov-
ernment any more but themselves 
alone,” he added.

Noting that except Innosons Mo-
tors, there has not been any seri-
ous car manufacturer in-county, 
Nwabunike called on the Federal 
Government to reduce the tariff on 
vehicles coming through the ports, 
to make importation through the 
seaport very attractive to people.

“It does not make any sense to hold 

on to high tariff since we have not 
started producing cars in Nigeria. 
Government can review the tariff 
downward and can reintroduce that 
when we start producing to protect 
the indigenous companies”, he said.

Imp orters of vehicles through 
the land borders were requested to 
utilise the grace period up till 31st 
December 2016 to clear their ve-
hicle imports landed in neighbouring 
Ports. However, the House of Repre-
sentatives has given a directive to Mr. 
President to suspend the proposed 
ban on importation of new and used 
cars through land borders, due to take 
off from January 1, 2017.

The lawmakers, who described 
the policy as “too harsh” owing to the 
fact that it will add to the economic 
miseries being faced by Nigerians 
in this time of economic recession, 
was prompted by the adoption of a 
motion by Abdulahi Salame (APC, 
Sokoto), who was of the view that 
many Nigerians cannot afford lo-
cally assembled cars. He stated that 
the declined value of naira, inflation, 
unemployment and high cost of liv-
ing have forced over 80 percent of the 
population to live below $200 a day.

“It is worrisome that the ban will 
cause more harm than good as it will 
certainly lead to increased smug-
gling, deprive poor Nigerians of ac-
cess to acquiring vehicles, skyrocket 
the price of cars cleared at the wharf, 
increase inflation and further mount 
pressure on the already weak naira 
and lead to idleness, insecurity and 
criminality at the border points”.

The Federal Government, accord-
ing to him, has not put alternative 
measures in place to ensure that 
Nigerians have access to affordable 
cars. Buttressing his point, Salame 
said, similar policy on importation 
rice has brought hardship on Nige-
rians as a bag of rice now goes for 
between N20, 000 and N23, 000 
as against N8,000 few months ago. 
“These policy makers have failed to 
patronise made-in-Nigeria goods, 
especially Nigerian assembled ve-
hicles which is unaffordable to over 
80 percent of Nigerians.”

Before the motion was unani-
mously adopted, lawmakers also 
argued that the ban was against 
the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) Protocols 
on movement of goods and services 
within the states.

Countering the argument of non-
payment of duties, as responsible for 
the ban, the House argued that such 
was not enough to punish the entire 
country, given the fact that such il-
legal act is done in connivance with 
corrupt government officials at the 
border posts.

In addition to this, the House urged 
the Federal Government to ensure 
that the agencies at the border posts 
are diligent in their duties and that 
they ensure that import duties are 
paid and remitted to the government. 
The House committees on Govern-
mental Affairs and Customs and 
Excise, were mandated to see to the 
execution of the resolutions.

8 Sunday 11 December 2016SUNDAYBD C002D5556

AMAKA ANAGOR-EWUZIE



New life for Almajiri boys, 
girls in Yola

U
ntil he was enrolled in 
the ‘Feed and Read’ pro-
gramme, 17-year-old Ab-
dulmalik Adamu had at-
tended no school and so 

had no formal education. All he did 
was study Arabic writings and recite 
verses from the Quran in his native 
Adamawa State. His dreams were dif-
ferent.

Today, thanks to the ‘Feed and Read’ 
programme, Adamu has new dreams. 
He hopes to become a medical doctor 
someday.

Unlike Adamu, who is fortunate to 
have been pulled out of the dungeon, 
there are thousands of young people 
in Northern Nigeria who may never 
have the opportunity to dream. Their 
situation has been compounded by the 
deadly insurgency that has ravaged 
that part of the country in the last eight 
years, particularly in the North East.

The murderous activities of the 
Islamist sect have not only left several 
thousands of Nigerians dead but have 
also created a large population of wid-
ows, widowers and orphans. The over-
crowded Internally Displaced Persons’ 
(IDPs) camps in Borno, Yobe, Adamawa 
States and Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT) Abuja bear eloquent testimony 
to Boko Haram’s bloody campaign and 
the devastations it has wrought.

Beyond the four walls of the IDPs’ 
camps are other numerous victims 
who decided to hit the streets where 
they barely survive on alms from 
good-spirited fellow Nigerians. The 
forceful displacement of these children 
has punctuated their future.

Today, in many parts of the North, 
there is an army of vulnerable children 
who roam the streets during school 
hours fending for themselves. While 
some of them are victims of the insur-
gency, some others are from very poor 
homes where they have no access to 
good things of life.

Naturally, they are physically mal-
nourished and psychologically trau-
matised. They are called the Almajirai. 
Sometimes, some of these boys and 
girls are removed from their native 
states to a totally strange environ-
ment and placed under a mallam (an 
Islamic cleric) who is not a relative. 
Such children are abandoned without 
provisions for their food, clothing or 
accommodation. And the mallam, who 
teaches them Quran, does not have the 
capacity to cater to their needs.

It appears, however, that attention 
of good-spirited members of the pub-
lic is being drawn to the plight of the 
Almajiri, and efforts may have also 
been put in motion to give those in this 
class a new lease of life.

One such effort is the ‘Feed and 
Read’ programme of the American 
University of Nigeria (AUN), which 

has already graduated about 50 pupils.
“We picked the children from the 

streets – children that roam the streets; 
some of them are from the Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs’) camp and 
some of them are those whose parents 
cannot afford to send them to school,” 
Nkem Uzowulu, executive director, 
AUN schools and coordinator of the 
‘Feed and Read’ (boys and girls) pro-
gramme, tells BDSUNDAY in Yola.

“Madam President (Margee Ensign) 
was the first to notice these children 
roaming the streets last year and 
started asking, ‘Who are these children 
carrying plates and going about?’ So 
they explained to her that these are 
the Almajirai; some of them have no 
parents or their parents are not around 
or so poor that they can’t even feed 
them, but they’re staying in the care 
of some mallams who teach them 
Quranic education and they fend for 
themselves, that’s why they carry 
their plates looking for food,” Uzowulu 
narrates.

She explains that thereafter, the 
AUN president began to consider the 
possibility of giving these young ones 
one good meal a day.

“That’s how the teaching started 
and it has a big impact on these chil-
dren. So many of them are turning up 
and they are so happy about it. And 
they are telling you that as far as they 
are coming here, they don’t have any 
business with Boko Haram,” she says.

“The children stay in their different 
homes and posts. They gather here 
from wherever they stay. The pro-
gramme starts by 4 o’clock but you will 
be surprised as early as 2 o’clock they 
are here. Some of them live far away 
and they walk down even under the 
rain, they make it down here. When 
it is raining and you’ll be thinking 
they wouldn’t come, but no, they come 
under the rain because they hunger 
for education. Like President Ensign 
will always say, every child has a 
right to education,” she further tells 
BDSUNDAY.

As an appeal, she says that now 
that the first set has graduated from 
the programme, they are expecting 
that they will join the normal primary 
school system because they have got 
the right foundation.

“We shall be taking in another batch 
by January. We hope that now that 
they have graduated, people will be 
touched to adopt them, not adoption in 
the sense of keeping them in their own 
homes, but being able to take care of 
their education while the children stay 
with their parents. We will monitor 
what they do. And we are hoping that 
many good-spirited Nigerians will be 
touched to adopt these children. I just 
want to place on record that the Irish 
Government gave some grant to take 
care of about 50 of the pupils. Some 
other forms of assistance have also 
come from America,” she says. 

Below are brief profiles of some of 
the beneficiaries

Idrisu Mohammed
Age: 10 years
His life before Feed and Read: No 

school or formal education; just study-
ing Arabic writings and reciting verses 
from the Quran. His dreams: Hopes to 
become a teacher in future.

Garba Abubakar
Age: 16 years
His life before Feed and Read: Fetch-

ing water for his family which was his 
domestic duty at home. No school or 
formal education; just studying Arabic 
writings and reciting verses from the 
Quran.

His dreams: Hopes to become an 
engineer in future.

Danladi Ismaila                                                              
Age: 14 years
His life before Feed and Read:  At-

tended a formal school up until his 
Primary 6 before his family quit paying 
his school fees. He is also just studying 
Arabic writings and reciting verses 
from the Quran.

His dreams:  Hopes to become a doc-
tor in future.

Mustapha Abu
Age:  16 years
His l ife b efore Fe e d and Read:  

A subsistenc e farmer,  attende d 
p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  b e fo re  h e  qu i t 
a n d  b e c a m e  a n  A l m a j i r i .  N o 
s c h o o l  o r  fo r m a l  e d u c at i o n  a f -
t e r w a r d s ;  j u s t  s t u d y i n g  A rab i c 
writings and reciting verses from 
the Quran.

His dreams:   Hop es to b e c ome 
a do ctor.

Abbass Muhammadu                                                               
Age: 33 years
His l ife b efore Fe e d and Read:  

A  s h e p h e r d  w h o  re a re d  h i s  f a -
ther’s  flo ck and cattle;  has never 

attende d any formal s cho ol,  just 
s t u d y i n g  A r a b i c  w r i t i n g s  a n d 
re citing vers es from the Quran.

His dreams:   Hop es to b e c ome 
a suc c essful cattle farmer in fu-
ture.

‘Kinji  Abdullahi                                                           
Age: 15 years
His l ife b efore Fe e d and Read:  

A  s h e p h e r d  w h o  re a re d  h i s  f a -
ther’s  cattle;  has never attende d 
a ny  fo r m a l  s c h o o l ,  j u s t  s t u d y -
ing Arabic writings and re citing 
vers es from the Quran.

His dreams: Hop es to b e c ome a 
teacher in future.

Kabir Yaro                                                           
Age: 10 years
His l ife b efore Fe e d and Read: 

A  s h e p h e r d  b o y,  re a r i n g  c at t l e 
for his family;  has never b e en to 
a formal s cho ol.

His dreams:   Hop es to b e c ome 
a p olic eman in future.

Danladi Ahmadu
Age: 13 years
His life before Feed and Read: At-

tending a formal school and quit in 
Primary 4.

His dreams: He hopes to become a 
soldier one day.

Habib Nuhu                                                            
Age: 19 years
His life before Feed and Read: A shep-

herd who reared his father’s flock and 
cattle; has never attended any formal 
school, just studying Arabic writings and 
reciting verses from the Quran.

His dreams: Hopes to become an en-
gineer.

Nasir Abubakar
Age: 22 years
His life before Feed and Read: Farming 

and rearing of cattle, no formal education.
His dreams: Hopes to become a doctor 

someday.
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Some of the beneficiaries at the learning centre
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Life in the camp

Z
achariah Ibrahim 
dreams of becom-
ing a pilot in the 
f ut u re .  B ut  t h at 
dream is fast fad-

ing away as he lives through 
daily sad realities of never 
being able to complete his 
education that could raise 
hope for the future let alone 
actualise that dream.

Ibrahim, 14, and the last 
of the seven children of his 
now helpless parents, lives 
in the Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs) camp in Du-
rumi, Area 1, Abuja where 
each day reminds of hunger, 
struggle, penury, dejection 
and hopelessness.

Ibrahim sees the urgent 
ne e d for Nigeria to have 
more aerial combatants to 
effectively protect the na-
tion from the invaders, hav-
ing witnessed his own entire 
local government Gwoza, in 
Borno State, sacked by the 
Islamic s e ct,  Boko Haram 
about three years ago.

For days, he recounted, 
they had nothing to eat or 
drink. They roamed through 
the bush t i l l  they got  to 
the neighboring Cameroon 
v il lage where they were 
rescued and later conveyed 
to the Durumi IDP camp 
where their suffering has 
neither ended nor subsided 
despite the over-dramatised 
a s s i s t a n c e  f ro m  g o ve r n-
ment, Charity organisations, 
C h u rc h e s ,  i n t e r n at i o n a l 
bodies and even individuals.

Recounting their journey 
into the IDP camp,  Ibra-
him, the promising boy who 
envisions a time when he 
will grow up to protect his 
c ommunity from further 
attacks, said his family and 
friends were all living hap-
pily in Gwoza, before mem-
bers of the Boko Haram sect 
stormed their village.

“They came with mask 
a n d  w e a r i n g  a r m y  u n i -
forms, they scattered our 
village, with guns and all of 
us jumped into the bush and 
ran away out of the village. 
Now all my family people 
are here in this camp,” he 
narrated. 

A visit by BDSUNDAY to 
the camp located at the heart 
of the town in Area1, Abuja, 
last We dnes day reveale d 
that a lot more needs to be 
done to alleviate the poverty 
and poor living standard of 
the displaced persons as well 
as avert the social danger 
posed by the negative con-
sequences of neglecting the 
welfare of the teeming popu-
lation of embittered children 
and youths in the camp.

Beckoning on the general 
public to come to their aid 
in the camp, little Ibrahim 

 A day at Durumi IDPs camp, Abuja

pleaded: “I want government 
and other people to come 
and help our people here, 
to reduce this suffering we 
are in, to provide us with 
things l ike fo o d,  clothes, 
water, money and books for 
our school.”

“Also we don’t have toi-
lets, we go to the bush to 
poo-poo (open defecation) 
and sometimes we see big 
black snakes in the bush.”

“We need boreholes. We 
don’t have water, we buy 
water every day. Also, they 
should come and give our 
people work and money to 
start small business,” Zecha-
riah further pleaded.

While urging government 
to res olve the ins e curity 
problem in the North East, 
he b e ckone d on the Boko 
Haram sect to desist from 
their hostilities and inflic-
tion of pain on helpless and 
innocent people.

Every rising of the sun in 
the camp at Durumi which 
is just a 5-minute drive from 
the Old Federal Secretariat 
complex, is a sad reminder of 
another day of squalor.

Amirah,  another aver-
age teenage girl, lives in the 
camp where the living con-
ditions further exposes the 
vulnerability of girls like her 
to different kinds of abuses. 

Imagine a situation where 
everybody who intends to 
use a “near conducive/con-
venient” toilet is required 
to pay the sum of N50 for 

access to the toilet or choose 
to go far deep into the bush 
to ease themselves.

Bathing in the public bath-
room located at the extreme 
part of the camp requires 
the deposit of a N30 fee for 
access; else you are left with 
the choice of bathing in one 
of the nearby bushes or the 
makeshift bathrooms.

“Thos e are s ome of the 
challenges we women es-
pecially young ladies like 
my daughter Amirah face 
here on daily basis. Imagine 
how they struggle to cope 
with these challenges during 
their monthly cycle, hon-
estly it’s really embarrass-
ing,” Aja, Amirah’s mother 
lamented.

“Our c ondit ion in  this 
camp has  made s o  many 
people here do some things 
I  am ashame d of  saying. 
Imagine staying from week 
to week, no money to even 
buy drugs, sanitary wares, 

little food rations, no por-
table water to drink or bath, 
we buy water every time, 
N10 per gallon, so imagine 
how families are surviving 
here,” Aja lamented.

Ac c ording to statist ics 
provided by one of the camp 
officials, a total of about 2226 
IDPs are encamped in Duru-
mi camp which was specially 
designated for the displaced 
people of Bama and Gwoza 
Local Government Areas of 
Borno State.

About a total of 277 wom-
en, 12 orphan children, 46 
breastfeeding, 657 youths 
amongst others are encamp-
e d in Durumi camp, with 
limited facilities provided 
for them. This is contrary to 
the report by Government 
agencies  ab out how well 
they have trie d to  e quip 
the camp with ne c essary 
facilities to alleviate their 
suffering.

T h e  c a m p ,  c o m p r i s i n g 

about 11 different clusters 
of shabbily-made cubicles/ 
kiosks scattered around the 
large expanse of land, poorly 
secured by perimeter fenc-
ing, has no presence of secu-
rity personnel to safeguard 
the lives and property of the 
IDPs in the camp.

Although one of the IDPs 
c l a i m e d  t h at  s o m e t i m e s 
plain cloth security opera-
tives are posted within the 
camp to ensure there is no 
bre e ch of  law and order 
within the vicinity,  even 
though our Correspondent 
could not spot any sign of se-
curity consciousness within 
the camp, considering the 
easy access he got into the 
camp without even being 
asked to provide any means 
of identification. 

B D S U N D AY  o b s e r v e d 
how high level of insecurity 
there may be aiding the pur-
ported cases of abduction, 
prostitution, child lab our 
and other forms of abuses 
in the camp and of course 
attacks by insurgents.

Recall that the media was 
recently awash with reports 
of how some women in some 
IDP camps have resorted to 
prostitution, Sex-for-food 
and other forms of social 
vices out of desperation and 
survival moves, instead of 
just sitting idle and die of 
hunger.

The same can obviously 
be said of the Durumi camp 
as confirmed by Layatu Ayu-

SpecialFeature   

“We don’t have toilets, we go to 
the bush to poo-poo (open def-
ecation) and sometimes we see 
big black snakes in the bush.”
“We need boreholes. We don’t 

have water, we buy water every 
day. Also, they should come and 

give our people work and 
money to start small business”

continues on page 11
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Make-shift shelter

Relaxation time in the camp

Make-shift shelter

 A day at Durumi IDPs ...
ba, the Woman Leader of 
the camp, who complained 
bitterly how the IDPs in the 
camp have unfortunately 
b e en abandone d and ne-
glected by the government 
despite several promises.

 “If not for the once-in-a-
while help from NGOs, we 
would have all either died 
here of hunger or total ne-
glect,” she added.

Ayuba, while bemoaning 
their  c ondition,  stress e d 
that the camp cannot even 
boast of basic drugs in its 
clinic which was recently 
donated by the wife of Tu-
kur Buratai, Nigeria’s Chief 
of Army Staff.

She narrated how with 
h e r  b a re  h a n d s ,  s h e  h a s 
assisted women in labour 
to  take delivery of  their 
babies on several occasions, 
stressing that the camp has 
inadequate health facilities 
and officials to attend to the 
health and hygiene needs of 
the camp community which 
is populated with women 
and children.

Contrary to reports, the 
purp orte d daily distribu-
tion of relief materials by 
authorit ies  is  a  hoax,  as 
BDSUNDAY confirmed. For 
days ,  there  has  b e en no 
single distribution of any 
relief material, be it food or 
clothing in the camp, our 
investigation revealed.

The plight of these IDPs 
under the current climatic 
c ondition,  esp e cially the 
rising temperature of the 
weather in Abuja, is better 
imagined than experienced. 
The situation is worsened by 
the makeshift kiosk/batch-
ers constructed with zincs 
and other abandoned iron 
and p olythene materials 
that they live in.

Furthermore, not only is 
the camp bereft of hygiene 
and sanitation faci l it ies , 
manageable ac c ommo da-
tion,  s e curity and s o on, 
the only educational centre 
instituted inside the camp is 
now a shadow of itself.

Investigation shows how 
enrolment rate of the school 
has drastically reduced from 
about 900 to 300 pupils; this, 
some respondents attributed 
to a lot of factors ranging 
from poor feeding condition, 
inadequate teaching staff, 
poor funding and a myriad 
of other reasons.

“ T h e  s c h o o l  i s  n o w  a 
shadow of itself and lacks 
teaching aids like textbooks, 
markers, writing materials 
and so on,” Aminu Abubab-
kar, a volunteer worker and 
headmaster of the school, 
said.

Sadly too, there is no pro-

vision for Secondary educa-
tion within the facility for 
the pupils who will graduate 
from primary six soon which 
means an obvious drop out 
and joining their peers to 
roam about the camp aim-
lessly.

Abubakar, who disclosed 
that the makeshift school 
which now has a population 
of  ab out 300 pupils  us e d 
to have about 11 volunteer 
teachers, but now has only 
three volunteer staff, due to 
inadequate finance.

Abubakar said: “They can 
barely transport themselves 
here every school day. No-
body is encouraging them, 
they ran out of resources, 
so they stopped coming. As 
for me, it is my passion for 
the children and the urge to 
help them that has kept me 

going in this project which 
drains at least N300 from 
my pocket as transport on 
daily basis.

“Most times, I trek from 
very long distance to this 
p l a c e  w h e n  I  d o n’ t  h ave 
money, just to make sure I 
am available to help teach 
these children. Many people 
from different organisations 
have come here to ask us 
about our needs, they take 
pictures and interview us, 
but they never come back 
to help or give us anything 
despite their promises, later 
on we hear and see in the 
media lies about things they 
said they gave to us. It’s all 
pure deceit. Many of them 
are fake.”

“Although we have some 
faith-bas e d organisations 
here from both the Chris-

tian and Muslim sides that 
have all at one point or the 
other done one project or the 
other, it is not enough. A lot 
still needs to be done. We 
don’t have adequate books 
to teach these pupils. The 
structures here are not near 
c onducive ,  teaching and 
learning materials are inad-
equate. Also no convenience, 
the children go to the bush to 
ease themselves and it is not 
safe,” he stressed.

Another major problem 
highlighte d by the Head-
master is the fact that many 
o f  t h e  c h i l d re n  c o m e  t o 
s cho ol without breakfast 
and no hope for lunch. “So 
you can imagine trying to 
keep and teach a hungry and 
distracted child in the class-
room; it is very difficult,” he 
stated.

In the course of investi-
gation, our Correspondent  
learnt that previously, the 
children usually got snacks 
and other forms of refresh-
ment in s cho ol,  but pres-
ently, there are no resources 
to cater for such sensitive 
venture which helps attract 
and retain the attention of 
the pupils in school, conse-
quently that has affected the 
number of pupils who turn 
up for school.

Asked if the school has 
a sickbay or clinic, in case 
of emergencies, Abubakar 
shrugged and stated that the 
school shares the only avail-
able small  health facility 
with the entire camp. “If you 
go in there, not even a single 
tablet of Panadol is there.”

When BDSUNDAY vis-
ited the clinic, neither was 
a single sachet of Panadol, 
other cheap pain killers nor 
any drug at all sighted on 
the drug shelves. Not even 
a single health worker was 
sighte d.  A glanc e around 
the clinic  shows inactiv-
ity, to further confirm the 
statements of Ayuba and 
Abubakar.

Yakubu Binbas, a 21-year-
old indigene of Bama, Borno 
State, whose eyes were grad-
ually filled with tears while 
explaining his predicament, 
also lives in the camp.

 He narrated how he man-
aged to learn and set up a 
vulcanizer workshop along 
Jabi road only for the over-
zealous officials of Abuja 
Environmental Protection 
Board (AEPB)  to displac e 
him from the place and cart 
away his tools, which now 
led to his eventual return to 
the camp in Durumi three 
months ago.

Binbas said armed with 
the technical know-how of 
vulcanizing skills,  he left 
the camp when he saw that 
t h e re  w a s  n o  s e c o n d a r y 
school for him to continue 
his education in the camp 
which according to him was 
cut short by the attack of 
Boko Haram in Gwoza while 
he was still in his first year 
in college.

BDSUNDAY observed that 
there are young boys like 
Binbas in the camp who are 
very handicapp e d,  henc e 
they resort to other anti-
social vices and lifestyle, like 
marijuana smoking, which 
most times influence them 
into going into crime.

As the nation gradually 
begins to enter into the fes-
tive Christmas mood, one 
can only but imagine what 
a gloomy season it would 
b e for thes e families and 
indiv iduals  encamp e d in 
this pitiable condition inside 
Durumi, Area 1, IDPs’ Camp.

continued from page 10
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F
arida Waziri,  a former 
chairperson of the Eco-
n o m i c  a n d  F i n a n c i a l 
Crime Commission (EFCC), 
stirred the hornet’s nest 
recently when she took a 

swipe at Nuhu Ribadu, her predeces-
sor, following an earlier claim by the 
latter that the commission is yet to 
recover from the damage done to it 
under her leadership.

Ribadu had at an annual lecture 
organised by the Law Chambers of 
Joe Kyari Gadzama in Abuja on De-
cember 1, 2016, themed: ‘Corruption 
and the Nigerian Economy: Lawyers 
as Change Agents’, fingered Wazri;  
Michael Aondoakaa, a former justice 
minister and attorney-general and 
Ben Nwabueze, a professor of law, as 
those that frustrated the fight against 
corruption.

But Waziri would have none of 
that and quickly released her own 
verbal salvo against the Adamawa 
State-born ex-police officer.

In a statement signed by Omolara 
Oluremi,  her p ers onal assistant, 
Waziri asked Ribadu to explain to 
Nigerians what happened to billions 
of funds the EFCC recovered under 
him as chairman.

She said: “My attention has been 
drawn to a reckless and irresponsible 
statement credited to Nuhu Ribadu at 
a function on Wednesday in Abuja, 
where he, as has been his rhetoric 
since 2008 when I succeeded him 
as the EFCC chairman, attempted to 
malign me by accusing me of being 
part of his imaginary enemies who 
frustrated the nation’s anti-graft war.

 “My first inclination was to ig-
nore Nuhu Ribadu since I know he 
is always obsessed with dropping 
my name into his script any time 
he needs public pity or political rel-
evance. But, on a second thought I 
felt I should advise him to leave me 
out of his frustrations and face life.”

“There should be a life after EFCC. 
If after eight years of being removed 
as EFCC chairman, he is yet to move 
on with life, even after two succes-
sive chairmen had occupied the same 
seat and moved on with their lives, 
then his problem may be psychogen-
ic. He needs help elsewhere, certainly 
not from me”, Waziri further said.

Waziri did not stop there; she went 
on to remind Ribadu of his ill-fated 
outings as presidential candidate in 
2011 and as gubernatorial contender 
in his native Adamawa State in 2015,

She scoffed that Ribadu could one 
day wake up to blame her for such 
disastrous outings.

“I equally suspect that Nuhu may, 
sooner than later, blame me for his 
penchant to jump from one party 
to another like a political prostitute; 
from the defunct Action Congress 
of Nigeria (ACN) to PDP and now to 
All Progressives Congress (APC). It is 
his lust for power, inordinate ambi-
tion and desperation for political 
relevance that continue to push him 
to dine and wine, and even enjoy the 
wealth of those he had labelled as 
corrupt yesteryear. He can’t hold me 

responsible for his double face, lack 
of principle and complex contradic-
tions in his character,” she fumed.

Waziri was not yet done as she 
clawed deeper: “There is also the 
need to remind Ribadu that before 
he succumbs to another logorrhea, 
he should avail himself a copy of the 
investigative report on recovered as-
sets during his tenure as EFCC chair-
man and use the opportunity of the 
next naming ceremony or birthday 
party he is invited to, to explain to 
Nigerians what happened to billions 
of funds and assets recovered from 
suspects under him, with no records 
or do cumentation. He should b e 
grateful to me that I cleaned his mess 
by creating an Asset Forfeiture Unit 
to put the records straight and do 
things rightly.

“No matter how hard Nuhu tries to 
obliterate my tenure with his numer-
ous lies, the record of over 450 con-
victions secured during my three and 
a half-year sojourn in EFCC remains 
indelible. Though I inherited about 10 
high profile cases from him in 2008, 
we took over 75 of such high profile 
cases to courts, with another 1,500 
low profile cases pending in courts as 
at my exit in November 2011.

“We initiated and commenced 
work on the permanent office com-
plex of the EFCC sitting on 5.5 hect-
ares of land along Airport Road, 
Abuja, in addition to setting up of-
fices in Maiduguri, Borno State and 
Ibadan, Oyo State to expand the Com-

travel to South Africa, they can’t 
stay there so they lodge in hotels. 
So, what is the aim? What goes on in 
their minds? And that is why I said 
that before the government employs 
anyone to positions of authority, let 
them be medically examined. They 
need psychiatric tests. Some corrupt 
politicians own houses on every 
continent in the world while some 
others do not know how much they 
are worth”, she said.

 
Profile 
Farida Mzamber Waziri was born 

on 7 July 1949 and raised in Gboko, 
Benue State. She obtained her law 
degree from the University of Lagos 
and obtained a Masters degree in Law 
from the Lagos State University. In 
1996, she gained a Masters Degree in 
Strategic Studies from the University 
of Ibadan. She is the author of Ad-
vance Fee Fraud, National Security 
and the Law.

Farida Waziri was enlisted in the 
Nigeria Police Force in 1965 and rose 
to the position of Assistant Inspec-
tor General of Police. She held the 
positions of Assistant Commissioner 
of Police (Operations), screening and 
selection, Assistant/Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police Force C.I.D Alagbon, 
Lagos, Commissioner of Police, Gen-
eral Investigation and Commissioner 
of Police in charge of X-Squad. She 
was at a time responsible for han-
dling cases of bribery and corruption 
within the police force. 

mission’s scope of operations. I can 
go on and on, on my achievements. 
I have decided to mention just a few 
for now to discourage Nuhu from 
claiming the credit for them when 
next he wants to make himself happy 
or seek political relevance.”

She got pissed off last week also 
at the way things have been going 
wrong in the country, particularly, 
the thieving lifestyle of some poli-
ticians and so-called leaders. At an 
event to launch the Women Against 
Corruption Project, organised by 
the EFCC and Aisha Buhari, wife 
of President Muhammadu Buhari, 
Waziri counselled that people in-
tending to o c cupy public offic es 
should be checked for psychiatric 
problems.

 “I sit down sometimes and wonder 
what corrupt Nigerians are thinking 
of. Somebody gets a big position and 
thinks he needs a big house in the 
United States and then jets off to buy 
a mansion. He comes back and then 
wants a house in Europe. He jets off 
to the UK to buy one and then thinks 
of the UAE, he jets off to Dubai and 
buys one and he is not satisfied.

“He then jets off to South Africa 
to buy one. I went to Pretoria and I 
was taken to a street which was va-
cated by De Boers, the white farmers 
who had left South Africa and I was 
shown houses owned by Nigerians. 
They looked like cathedrals to me 
and in fact they looked like haunted 
houses and when these Nigerians 
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That Nigerian breed of politicians 
is special in every respect is reaf-
firmed by the belief that those 

aspiring to how political offices deserve 
to pass through some form of psychiatric 
evaluation before they should be allowed 
to step into such offices.  Someone, who 
has had a long period of research and in-
vestigation on politicians, Farida Waziri, 
a former chairman of the Economic and 
Financial Crime Commission, (EFCC), be-
lieves that many of them are psychiatric 
patients. Waziri did not say anything 
different from what many Nigerians 
already knows about the ruling class, 
but the only thing added is her courage 
to call for their proper investigation by a 
psychiatric personnel. She said the waste-
ful lifestyle of the nation’s politicians and 

Last week, the Federal Government 
alleged that a Justice of the Supreme 
Court spent N500million between 

January and October 2016, despite his total 
annual legitimate earnings, including his 
allowances being N24million. The Judge 
is currently facing some allegations over 
corruption. The prosecution alleged that 
from the N500million, the Supreme Court 
Justice transferred dollars equivalent of 
N313million to a building contractor within 
the period of nine months; between Janu-
ary and September2016 to “develop several 
landed properties” for him. It was also said 
that earlier in 2015, the defendant, within 
a period of one month made various cash 
payments totalling $180, 000 to the building 
contractor. It also alleged that during the 
raid on the defendants Abuja house by the 
operatives of the Department of State Ser-
vices in October 7, 2016, total sums of N38, 
358million, &319, 596 and £25, 915 were 
found in his possession. Well the judge has 
not yet stated his own side of the story, how 
he came about the huge sums of cash alleg-
edly traced to him. But pray, is it possible 
that he may have made some instant hit in 
one of these fly-by-night money making 
machines in the mode of MMM scheme? Is 
it not possible that he made the stupendous 

Waziri & psychiatrics test for politicians

El-Rufai and Shiite conundrum

I
t is becoming very frightening the 
dimension the impasse between 
government and the members of 
the Islamic Movement of Nigeria 

(Shiite) is taking. It is said that caution 
must always be applied when trying 
to kill a fly perching on an open sore or 
a tse-tse-fly on the scrotum of a man 
with elephantiasis. But it appears that 
both the Federal Government and the 

Magician Judge!

Why militarise the South East?

Animalistic!!!

N
ot one, not two, but three 
soldiers, two policemen, 
a  p r i s o n  o ff i c i a l  a n d 
some other uniformed 
men are under scrutiny 

over their animalistic behaviours. 
They are said to have converted 
some girls and vulnerable women 
at the Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDPs) camp in Borno, Yobe and Ad-
amawa states into sex mates. They 
would brazenly go into the camps 
in uniform in the guise that they 
have the interest of the displaced 
people at heart and lure these girls 
and women into unholy acts. They 
may be having their way by just 
buying some loaves of bread, which 
is a scarce commodity in the camp, 
and they could also drop some few 
naira notes for their victims to buy 
water; but they are still under in-
vestigation and the true positions of 
the things are not yet determined. A 
case in particular was mentioned. In 
the IDP camp in Maiduguri, Borno 
State, a serving senior non-com-
missioned officer was said to have 
assaulted a 10-year-old girl. Come to 
think of it, how could these men do 
these type of things? Or is it because 
they see many girls and women in 
the camp and felt that they are for 
picks? These women and girls did 

not just elect to shift their abode to 
the IDPs camp, they were pushed 
by circumstanc es  b eyond their 
control to take that hard choice, and 
now they are falling prey to those 
who should protect them. If this 
kind of assault is still happening 
in the camp, what is the difference 
between the camp and the Boko Ha-
ram den where over one hundred 
of the Chibok girls are still being 
held? Here is pleading with soldiers, 
policemen and all other uniformed 
people whose daily duties revolve 
around the IDPs camps, to please 
see it as a missionary work, and 
serve with integrity.

their mindless attitude to the poor masses 
qualified them to be in an asylum for 
some time. The former EFCC boss said 
some of the politicians had stolen so much 
that they no longer quantify their wealth. 
Some owned houses on every continent 
of the world because they did not know 
what to do with the stolen money.

Waziri said: “I sit down sometimes 
and wonder what corrupt Nigerians are 
thinking of. Somebody gets a big position 
and thinks he needs a big house in the 
United States and then jets out to buy a 
mansion. He comes back and then wants 
a house in Europe. He jets out to the UK 
to buy one and then thinks of the UAE, 
he jets out to Dubai and buys one and he 
is not satisfied.

“He then jets out to South Africa to buy 
one. I went to Pretoria and I was taken to 
a street which was vacated by De Boers, 
the white farmers who had left South 
Africa and I was shown houses owned 
by Nigerians. They looked like cathedrals 
to me.

“They looked like haunted houses and 
when these Nigerians travel to South 
Africa, they can’t stay there so they lodge 
in hotels. So, what is the aim? What goes 
on in their minds? And that is why I said 
that before the government employs 
anyone to positions of authority, let them 
be medically examined. They need psy-
chiatric test.” Very sad indeed.

T
he South East geo-political 
zone is not known to be 
violent. What we hear 
from time to time is the 

peaceful protest by some pro-Biafra 
groups, who are essentially seek-
ing the inclusion of the Igbo in the 
scheme of things in the country. But 
over the years, security operatives 
have turned the area into a battle-
ground, always claiming that the 
pro-Biafra agitators are now violent 
and bear arms. 

The situation appears to have gone 

out of hand since the inception of the 
current administration. The allega-
tion is that government is determined 
to clamp down on the Pro-Biafra 
proponents by every means possible. 
But many intellectuals from the zone 
have counselled the government at 
the centre to be more accommodat-
ing by giving the Igbo nation its due. 

They argue that it is the seemingly 
policy of exclusion of Ndigbo by the 
current administration that may have 

El-Rufai administration in Kaduna State 
are not conscious of that aphorism. 
For several months now, members of 
the movement and government have 
been at daggers drawn. The leader of 
the group, Sheik Ibraheem ZakZaky, 
has been in incarceration gong to one 
year now, but there is freedom of wor-
ship, though within the ambit of the 
law. Government and the Shiite must 
as a matter of urgency have a serious 
dialogue to draw a line, and to spell out 
certain things so that each party will 
know its boundaries. President Mu-
hammadu Buhari must also as a matter 
of urgency act on the advice given to 
him by the Borno Elders Forum, warn-
ing him that delay may be dangerous. 
The elders, who are witnesses to similar 
scenario in Borno State that gave rise 
to the Islamic sect, Boko Haram, noted 
that it all started the way Shiite crisis is 
going. They advised based on their own 
experience. Why waste time when we 
can begin to seek the black sheep now 
that it is daytime for doing so at night 
may prove futile.

wealth out of careful investment or he 
made the money when stocks were hot, 
and decided to lie low before spending the 
windfall? Is it not possible that he has a 
family business besides his official job that 
someone else is managing for him, where 
these monies are coming from? It may not 
be proceeds of graft, but the man at the 
centre of it all should be able to provide the 
right answer. My only concern is that the 
prosecution said the respondent has not 
yet given any satisfactory explanation for 
the huge sums of money allegedly found in 
his possession. But come to think of it, this 
craze for acquisition of landed properties 
and building of mansions by public office 
holders who are over 60, 70 years, what 
manner of vanity! How many more active 
years do they have to enjoy all the vanities? 
I am just wondering.

irked the people the more, forcing 
them to scream the more to the high 
heavens. 

The recent inauguration by the Ni-
gerian military of Operation Python 
Dance has been viewed as govern-
ment’s further move to terrorise the 
zone. But SKETCHES believes that the 
Federal Government has the solution 
to all these unnecessary agitations. 
What is lacking is just the political 
will to do the needful.
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A
t the recently concluded 
A f r i c a n  W o m e n 
Championship, AWC, 
the Super Falcons of 
Niger ia  emerged as 

African champions again. In a tensed 
final match at the Ahmadou Ahidjo 
Omnisports Stadium in Yaoundé, 
Cameroun, against the host nation’s 
Indomitable Lioness, who were 
backed by an understandably 
hostile 40,000 full capacity crowd, 
the Super Falcons fought gallantly to 
win 1-0 and remain worthy African 
Champions. With the feat, the Super 
Falcons have won the coveted title for 
an unprecedented 10th time.

Not only did the team emerged 
African champions for a record ten 
times, five of its players including 
tournament highest goal scorer, 
Azeezat Oshoala, were selected 
in the championship’s team of 
the tournament. Also, by leading 
the Falcons to victory, coach 
and former captain of the team, 
Florence Omagbemi became the 
second person in Africa to win the 
AWC as a player and a coach. The 
outcome of the tournament roundly 
authenticates the Falcons credential 
as the power house of African female 
football.

Super Falcons as unsung heroes
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The victorious Falcons side has 
since arrived Nigeria amid little or 
no fanfare befitting of a side that 
has attained such a remarkable 
accomplishment. According to reports, 
the all conquering team was received 
on arrival, by the Nigeria Football 
Federation (NFF) President, Amaju 
Pinnick and other board members, 
including Alhaji Ibrahim Gusau. The is 
now in Abuja, where the players expect 
that Sports Minister and the NFF will 
make good their promises of settling 
their outstanding allowances.

Reports have it that the Falcon 
players are being owed outstanding 
allowances totaling $16,500 each. 
Character ist ical ly ,  the team’s 
preparation for the tournament wasn’t 
as top notched as it ought to be as it 
merely made do with playing local 
sides to keep in shape before jetting 
out to Cameroun for the tournament. 
Indeed, it was alleged that it was due 
to the persuasion of the team’s Chief 
Coach, Omagbemi that the players 
were able to concentrate on winning 
the championship.

As usual, the NFF blamed the 
untidy Falcons situation on lack of 
funding.

It is, however, instructive to note 
that the Sports ministers and his 
entourage consisting of top Sports 
Ministry officials  and NFF chieftains 
were ferried to Yaoundé to watch 
the final match in a chartered flight. 
Definitely, such luxurious travelling 
arrangement does not portray a 
Federation or Sports ministry that is 
experiencing financial crunch. Well, 

it could be argued that the trip was 
made possible through corporate 
sponsorship. Assuming this is true, 
it remains a mystery as to why same 
corporate sponsorship was not made 
available for the team to have a smooth 
preparation. Indeed, it was reported 
that as soon as the Sports Minister 
and NFF officials were done with the 
usual victory razzmatazz after the 
final match, they headed straight to 
the airport to board their chartered 
aircraft, leaving the victorious ladies 
to sort themselves out.

What kind of a nation treats her 
heroes with such outrageous disdain? 
Considering the consistency of the 
Super Falcons in emerging victorious 
over the years on the African female 
football scene, players and officials 
of the team certainly deserve a much 
better treatment. It doesn’t really speak 
well of us as a nation to send athletes to 
a major sporting event without making 
adequate preparation for the payment 
of their entitlements?

According to an unconfirmed 
report, the defeated Camerounian 
team was promised 22 million CFA 
(N20 million), to win the trophy. 
On the contrary, our players were 
promised nothing while their 
legitimate allowances for taking part 
in the competition are yet to be paid. 
How else can a nation mock her 
heroes/heroines? For the record, 
the Falcons ought to be paid $3,000 
each for every win secured in the 
group stage of the tournament while 
semi-final and final triumphs were 
to earn them  will $4,000 and $5,000 
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per player respectively. This implies 
that each of the players is being owed 
$16,500, since they won two of the 
three group fixtures ($6,000) and drew 
the remaining one ($1,500). Similarly, 
the players are yet to receive winning 
bonuses for the two qualifiers against 
Senegal, as well as camp allowances 
for the tournament. The coaches of 
the team are equally being owed their 
monthly salaries and camp allowances 
as well as match bonuses since March.

Presently, reports have it that 
the players are poised for a major 
confrontation with officials of the 
nation’s football federation.

Sadly, a few of them who ply their 
soccer trade abroad ought to have 
returned to their respective base. But 
they are hanging around due to the 
whole issue of nonpayment of their 
outstanding entitlements.

In as much as it remains a rare 
honour for anyone to represent the 
nation in any capacity, it is, however, 
important to stress that it is the 
responsibility of the nation to take 
adequate care of her athletes. The 
issue of shoddy treatment of our sports 
men and women has become a nasty 
reoccurrence that must be tackled 
once and for all.

It doesn’t really speak well of our 
pedigree as a leading African nation 
to continue to indulge in such messy 
business. If pubic officials are not 
denied their estacodes while of foreign 
duties, it is only normal that athletes 
who bare all the odds to fly high our 
national flag at major sporting events 
should be treated fairly.
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W
a r n i n g s  o f  t h e 
rise of so-called 
s u p e r b u g s  – 
disease-causing 
microbes that are 

resistant to many (or all) antibiotics 
– have been coming thick and 
fast in recent years. What many 
people seem not to realize is that 
superbugs are already here – and 
they are already killing people. A 
prime example is Candida auris, a 
multidrug-resistant fungal infection 
that is emerging as a serious global 
health threat.

C.auris was first identified 
in Japan in 2009, in the ear of a 
patient who complained of an 

Stalking a killer fungus

We cherish readers’ reactions to stories and articles published in BusinessDay. All such reactions, which must not be more than  250 words, 
should be sent to bdsundayletter@businessdayonline.com with names and addresses of writers.  The star letter every week will be rewarded.  

infection. (Auris is Latin for ear.) 
Since then, C. auris has been 
documented as the cause of wound 
infections, bloodstream infections, 
ear infections, and respiratory 
infections in countries across four 
continents, including India, Kuwait, 
Pakistan, South Africa, South Korea, 
and countries in South America.

In the United States, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
reports that the fungus infected 13 
people from May 2013 to August 
2016, four of whom have died. While 
it remains unclear whether those 
deaths were due to the C. auris 
infection or to underlying health 
conditions, the need to address the 
scourge of C. auris – which has led 
to the deaths of up to 70% of those 
infected – cannot be disputed.

There is evidence that C. auris 
is spread in health-care settings. 
Indeed, the fungus seemed to have 
a greater effect on people with 
serious long-term conditions. As 
they frequent hospitals, and nursing 
homes, they come into contact with 
many health-care professionals, 
caregivers, and pieces of medical 
equipment, all of which could 
spread the fungus onto their skin 
or into their bodies.

In the United Kingdom, 50 
C. auris cases were reported at 

(damaging to the kidneys), and 
echinocandins are hepatotoxic 
(damaging to the liver). Most are 
also fungistatic, meaning that they 
stop fungi from replicating, but do 
not kill them. And they interact with 
drugs that patients may be taking 
for other long-term conditions, 
such as chemotherapy agents and 
immunosuppressants.

Moreover, developing new 
antifungal drugs is not a priority 
for pharmaceutical manufacturers. 
Antifungal drugs are more difficult 
to develop than antibacterial 
drugs, because fungal cells are 
eukaryotic, like human cells, rather 
than prokaryotic like bacterial 
cells. As a result, drugs must be 
selective enough to work on the 
fungal cells, without damaging 
human cells. And, while the global 
market for human antifungal 
therapeutics is worth over $6 billion 
and growing, owing to population 
aging and growing risks from fungal 
infections, generic competition 
is strong. So even if companies 
do invest in breakthrough drugs, 
cheaper options will soon be 
available, reducing profit margins 
considerably.

In lieu of effective treatments, 
controlling the spread of C. auris 
becomes all the more critical. This 

requires, first and foremost, better 
diagnosis.

C. auris is not easy to identify. 
Because biochemical-based tests 
cannot differentiate between C. 
auris and other invasive Candida 
infections, several cases of C. auris 
were initially misidentified as C. 
haemulonii. Many microbiology 
laboratories currently do not 
routinely differentiate Candida 
isolates or use yeast identification 
methods. Hospitals and medical 
centers need molecular techniques 
to identify C. Auris accurately.

O nce diagnosed,  C .  aur is 
patients need to be isolated; medical 
equipment must be thoroughly 
disinfected; and strict precautions 
need to be enforced for health-
care workers. Otherwise, outbreaks 
among already vulnerable people 
could become even more common.

The spread of C. auris highlights 
the need for coordinated local 
and international public-health 
initiatives to address the emerging 
p r o b l e m  o f  d r u g - r e s i s t a n t 
infections in hospitals. If private 
pharmaceutical companies are not 
going to invest in the development 
of novel or more effective drugs 
and new and better diagnostics, the 
public sector has to step in. The rise 
of the super-fungi must be stopped.
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London’s Royal Brompton Hospital 
alone from April 2015 to July 2016. 
Of the 13 US cases, four – two in 
Illinois, one in Maryland, and one in 
New Jersey – occurred at the same 
health-care institutions at different 
times, and genome sequencing 
showed that patients treated in the 
same hospital in New Jersey had 
nearly identical strains.

Not only are Candida infections 
particularly common in hospitals, 
but their fatality rates also seem 
to be higher among patients in 
h o s p i t a l s  a n d ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y , 
intensive-care facilities. After all, 
such patients are already in an 
immune-compromised state, and 
have been using antibiotics, which 
can kill off healthy bacteria.

But the main reason C. auris 
represents such an acute threat 
is that treatment options are 
severely limited. While most C. 
auris infections are treatable 
with a class of antifungal drug 
called echinocandins, some have 
demonstrated varying levels of 
resistance to echinocandins, as 
well as to the other two classes 
of antifungal drugs, azoles and 
polyenes.

Even when the drugs do work, 
they are relatively toxic: azoles 
and polyenes are nephrotoxic 

O
f late, plying the Lagos 
-Ibadan expressway 
has become a torment 
f o r  c o m m u t e r s , 
e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e 

residing along the Mowe-Ibafo 
axis of Ogun State. It is rather 
sad that a journey that should 
ordinarily not take more than 
15 -20 minutes now takes over 4 
hours and even more. Recently, 
a fatal road accident involving 
multiple vehicles occurred on 
the road, claiming three lives. 
This unfortunate incident caused 
a serious gridlock that almost 
brought the whole of Lagos to a 
standstill.

Being a major road that links 
Lagos, the commercial nerve 
center of Nigeria to other parts of 
the country, it is of course one of 
the busiest roads in the country. 
The situation of the road becomes 
even more complex with the 
growing population of residential 
communities along the Mowe-
Ibafo axis. This greatly increases 
vehicular movement along the 
route.

However, ongoing repairs on 

FG and the agony of Lagos-Ibadan expressway
some critical sections of the road, 
which began about six months ago, 
have enormously compounded 
the situation. It is disconcerting 
that the repairs of a major exit 
route with economic relevance 
and implication is taking so long. 
Julius Berger Plc which handles 
the repairs has been foot dragging 
on the job to the consternation 
of  many.  Init ial ly,  when the 
construction firm began the work, 
it didn’t give commuters sufficient 
reason for optimism, considering 
its lackadaisical approach. Though, 
the firm has since relatively braced 
up, but the agonies and frustrations 
of commuters along the road linger 
on.

A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  o n - g o i n g 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o r k  w h i c h 
necessitated the narrowing of a 
long section of the road, especially 
the popular Long Bridge, gridlock 
lingering into the dead of the night 
has become a usual episode. Many 
residents are now compelled by the 
traffic situation to sleep outside 
their homes in order to avoid 
the terrible gridlock. The sorry 
sight of school pupils trekking 
hazardously home, sometimes 
through the scorching Lagos sun 
due to shortage of public transport 
since they were all trapped in traffic 
while transport fares tripled, would 
make even a heart of stone to melt.

Aside the niggling gridlock 
on the road and resultant stress, 

are done with civility and human 
considerations.

Sadly, Julius Berger plc doesn’t 
seem to care a hoot about the 
condition of commuters and 
residents along the route. There 
are even unconfirmed reports that 
in spite of the much anticipated 
Yuletide season traffic rush along 
the route, Julius Berger’s staff 
working on the road would soon 
embark on their annual end of year 
vacation. If this were to be true, it 
only goes to show that our nation 
has become a banana republic 
where anything goes! 

Recently, there was a colossal 
road collapse in one of the Asian 
countries aired on CNN, where 
a major part of an express way 
collapsed leaving a gaping hole 
that claimed almost the entire 
road. Interestingly it was fixed 
within 3 hours and opened for 
people to traverse without any 
problem. That is how things are 
done in developed and progressive 
societies. There is a consciousness 
of time and conservation of energy 
and resources. Nigeria cannot 
afford to lag behind in science 
and technology, we must move at 
the same pace with the developed 
world if we want to discard the 
status of a third world country. It 
is quite unfortunate that such a 
repair work could take well over six 
months to complete. And no one is 
even sure of how long the work is 

going to take. Initially, the FG said 
work would end by last November. 
This, of course, remains a mirage.

It  is  t ime for  the Federal 
Government to pay close attention 
to the activities of the Company 
handling the project as it is taking 
rather too long for its completion. 
More importantly, there is need for 
quality control as one side of the 
bridge that is recently completed is 
already developing potholes; this 
is between Wawa ends of the Long 
Bridge while coming to Lagos. It is 
important that the Federal Ministry 
of Works steps in right now to 
ensure proper assessment of the job 
so that it won’t be a case of a shoddy 
job; a situation where Nigerians will 
be left to suffer the same cycle of 
hardship on the road all over again.

Perhaps, more importantly, 
it becomes imperative to have 
alternative routes connecting other 
parts of the country to Lagos. The 
fact that the nation cannot boast 
of other such routes is, indeed, the 
shame of a nation. Also, special 
consideration should be given to 
the grading and tarring of access 
roads on both sides of the Long 
Bridge as this will also a long way in 
reducing stress on the road.

If, indeed, we are concerned 
about human lives as a people, 
now is the time for the FG to pay 
better attention to the Lagos-Ibadan 
expressway and other such critical 
roads across the nation.

security of lives has also become 
a serious concern. Since the road 
has been narrowed and traffic 
now move at snail speed, that 
is if it is even if it moves at all, 
robbers and other evil minded 
people now daily unleash terror 
on commuters along the route. 
In the last few weeks there have 
been numerous cases of daring 
gangsterism on the road in which 
commuters lose several valuables 
such as handsets, wrist watches, 
money, lap tops among others. One 
of such incidences that is still very 
difficult for one to hurriedly forget 
involved a middle-aged woman 
who was thrown down the bridge 
by these dare devil hoodlums. The 
fear of hoodlums along the route 
has now become the beginning of 
wisdom. To worsen things, security 
personnel rarely patrol the road, as 
bad as things stand.

 The manpower lost to the traffic 
jam per hour, per day and per week 
is unquantifiable and irrecoverable 
as time and resources are daily lost 
to the traffic. It has been alleged 
that there are lots of intrigues 
behind government contracts and 
construction. Or how does one 
explain a construction work that 
has affected millions of lives and 
little seems to be achieved in terms 
of concrete results. The snail pace 
with which the company is working 
is not in tandem with the realities 
of the 21st century where things 
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I
n The Republic, 
the great philoso-
pher Plato made 
t h e  p o i n t  t h at 
“the fate of good 

men who refuse to be-
come involved in poli-
tics is to be ruled by 
evil men”.

The 18th Century 
British statesman, Ed-
mund Burke, echoed 
t h e  s a m e  t h o u g h t 
w h e n  h e  w r o t e  i n 
his ‘Thoughts on the 
Cause of Present Dis-
contents’, “All that is 
necessary for the forc-
es of evil to triumph is 
for enough good men 
to do nothing.”

Theodore Roosevelt, 
Jr., the 26th President 
of the United States, 

Why ‘good men’ must 
join politics

put in more elaborate-
ly and explicitly in his 
April 23, 1910 speech 
at the Sorbonne in Par-
is, France, titled ‘Citi-
zenship in a Republic’.

“It is not the critic 
who counts; not the 
man who points out 
how the strong man 
stumbles, or where the 
do er of de e ds c ould 
have done them better. 
The credit belongs to 
the man who is actual-
ly in the arena, whose 
face is marred by dust 
and sweat and blood; 
who strives valiantly; 
who errs, who comes 
short again and again, 
because there is no ef-
fort without error and 
shortcoming; but who 
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do es actually strive 
to do the deeds; who 
knows great enthusi-
asms, the great devo-
tions; who spends him-
self in a worthy cause; 
who at the best knows 
in the end the triumph 
of high achievement, 
and who at the worst, 
if he fails, at least fails 
while daring greatly, 
so that his place shall 
never be with those 
cold and timid souls 
who neither know vic-
tory nor defeat,” Roos-
evelt had said.

J o h n  E i d s m o e , 
A m e r i c a n  p r o f e s -
sor of constitutional 
law who previously 
taught at the Thomas 
Go o de Jones Scho ol 

of Law, Faulkner Uni-
versity, Montgomery, 
Alabama, narrows it 
down to Christians in 
his God and Caesar: 
Christian Faith and 
Political Action, where 
he encourages Chris-
tians to join politics.

Against the back-
drop of the oft-stated 
excuse that politics is 
a dirty game, Eidsmoe 
agre es that  p olit ics 
may indeed be dirty, 
but  adds ,  however, 
that  s o  is  business , 
law, labour, education, 
sports, and just about 
every other imagin-
able human activity 
under the sun.

“But if  p olit ics  is 
dirty (and it is), is that 
any reason not to get 
involved? If Christians 
stay out of p olitics , 
they remove the light 
of the gospel from the 
political arena and ab-
dicate their responsi-
bility to be the salt of 
the earth that savors 
and pres erves s o ci-
e t y. . .  t h e  C h r i s t i a n 
who refuses to become 
involve d in p olitics 
consigns the realm of 
politics to the secular 
and the unregenerate,” 
he writes.

Eidsmoe quotes Sen-
ator Mark Hatfield, the 
late American p oli-
tician and educator, 
who onc e said,  “For 

the Christian man to 
reason that God does 
not want him in poli-
tics because there are 
to o many ev il  men 
in government is as 
ins ensitive as  for a 
Christian do ctor to 
turn his back on an ep-
idemic because there 
are too many germs 
there. For the Chris-
tian to say that he will 
not enter politics be-
cause he might lose his 
faith is the same as for 
the physician to say 
that he will not heal 
men because he might 
catch their disease.”

That Nigeria is cur-
rently enveloped by 
a cloud of bad gover-
nanc e is a sign that 
the ab ove warnings 
by great sages over 
t h e  a g e s  h a ve  n o t 
been heeded. How a 
country of 170 million 
people; a country that 
has produced legends, 
both living and dead; 
a country that boasts 
of the richest man in 
Africa and many inter-
nationally-recognised 
b u s i n e s s  m o g u l s ;  a 
country that boasts of 
some of the best brains 
in all fields of human 
endeavour came to be 
governed by folks who 
seem grossly unable to 
differentiate their left 
from their right is still 
a mystery.

Though it is not a 
smooth sail yet for 
the Nigerian Mort-

gage Refinance Company 
(NMRC), the company is 
not resting on its oars. 
Riding on the relative 
successes it has achieved 
in the past couple of years 
of its establishment, the 
company is out on an 
aggressive drive towards 
the adoption of a model 
mortgage and foreclosure 
law by their pilot states.

As part of efforts at 
growing a mortgage sys-
tem that will drive af-
fordability, the company 
is presently driving a 
legislative reform in the 
mortgage sector by pro-
posing a model mortgage 
and foreclosure law by 
key pilot states including 
Akwa Ibom, Anambra, 
Bayelsa, Delta, Edo, Enu-
gu, Kano and Ogun states.

What the company is 
driving at, according to 
one its directors whose 
primary mortgage bank 
is a major shareholder 
in the company, is to get 
various states houses of 
assembly to pass foreclo-
sure laws as a prelude to 
mortgage-backed afford-

“The desire of NMRC, 
the Primary Mortgage 
Banks (PMBs) and the 
Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) is to achieve single 
digit interest rate, but we 
are not there yet because 
the market does not al-
low single digit interest 
rate”, says its CEO, add-
ing, “as it is today, we 
cannot meet the single 
digit interest rate until 
we are able to reach that 
point where the market 
allows it”.

R i g h t  n o w ,  t h e 
comp[any is working un-
der market conditions 
hoping that, over time, as 
the market deepens and 
grows, the issue of single 
digit interest rate will be 
expected. The CEO as-
sures that whatever the 
rate is today, their desire 
is to drive it down to 
single digit.

able housing delivery.
This is good news for 

home seekers who may 
be needing mortgage fa-
cility because foreclosure 
law, upon adoption, aims 
to fast tract the process 
for creating legal mort-
gages, ensuring timely 
resolution of disputes 
and creating an efficient 
foreclosure process.

According to the au-
thorities of the mortgage 
refinancing company, 
the model mortgage and 
foreclosure law is in its 
final form for engage-
ment with 21 pilot states 
committing to the imple-
mentation of an enabling 
environment for the de-
velopment of the mort-
gage market.     

The company hinted 
that it would be focusing 
on building capacity and 
completing outstanding 
operational activities.  
“We will be embarking 
on an aggressive drive to-
wards the procurement 
of an ICT Infrastructure 
for the mortgage indus-
try, the completion of our 
second tranche equity 
capital raise, and most 
importantly the comple-

tion of our first round of 
mortgage refinancing; we 
will work hard to meet 
our mandate to revo-
lutionize the Nigerian 
mortgage landscape”, its 
CEO, Charles Inyangete, 
assured.

In the past 12 months, 
the company has dem-
onstrated uncommon 
resolve to live out its 
mandate with refinanc-
ing of some mortgage 
institutions including  
Imperial Mortgage Bank 
Limited- a primary mort-
gage bank- whose ex-
isting mortgages were 
refinanced to the tune of 
N1 billion.

Mortgage operators 
have described this re-
financing as a milestone 
and, according to Ben 
A k a n e m e ,  I m p e r i a l 
Mortgage’s managing 
director, “this is an out-
standing achievement 
in the march towards 
the realisation of af-
fordable and single-digit 
interest rates for mort-
gages in Nigeria, and 
assured that the bank 
would continue to strive 
to achieve its mission 
of enabling easily ac-

cessible and affordable 
mortgages to Nigerians 
in order to ensure hous-
ing for all.

NMRC seems to be 
c ons cious of  the de-
mands and obligations 
inherent in the Nigerian 
business environment. 
“We will continue to 
anchor all our services 
on global best practices, 
good corporate gover-
nance and strict risk 
management practices,” 
Inyangete assures.

By now, the company 
might have got from its 
Shareholders the ap-
proval to, among other 
things, increase their 
capital base for three 
main reasons including 
capital adequacy, mort-
gage refinancing and 
procurement of neces-
sary infrastructure.

As at the time when 
this request was made, 
the shareholders who 
saw the need for capi-
tal ade quacy for the 
company, especially for 
its mortgage refinanc-
ing function, could not, 
however, come to terms 
with the management‘s 
explanation on the is-

sue of infrastructure and 
therefore insisted that 
the capital raise be put 
on hold until the manage-
ment was able to spell out 
those items of infrastruc-
ture that made the capital 
raise necessary.

NMRC came into the 
Nigerian mortgage mar-
ket on a very high ped-
estal, promising a major 
shift in the interest rate 
regime in the market. 
But the authorities of the 
company have said that, 
though it is a partnership 
between the government 
and the private sector, 
the company operates 
as a private sector-led 
institution, relying on 
the market to determine 
interest rate on mortgage 
loans, meaning that the 
rate that applies to com-
mercial loans also applies 
to its mortgage.

As Alex Otti, a for-
mer group managing 
director/chief execu-
tive officer of Diamond 
Bank plc, said at the 
launch of Dynamics of 
the Nigerian Financial 
System: Essays in Hon-
our of Phillips Oduoza, 
in Lagos in August, 
Nigerian professionals 
must join politics now 
or watch the country 
further descend into a 
cesspool.

“Quite frankly, we 
need to get involved 
in how this country 
is run, and the more 
of us that get in there 
the better. Otherwise 
we will be left with 
nincompoops, medio-
cre people who will be 
answering governors, 
d e p u t y  g o v e r n o r s , 
Hous e of  Ass embly 
members. As we know, 
everything is garbage 
in, garbage out. If you 
garbage in, you will 
garbage out,” Otti said.

One cannot agre e 
more. Indeed, as 2019 
draws near, the time 
has come for success-
ful professionals in dif-
ferent fields of endeav-
our to get involved in 
politics to rescue this 
country and its citi-
zens from the present 
quagmire. The conse-
quences of not doing 
so will be dire.

NMRC and drive towards model mortgage Talking Mortgage
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While the battle be-
twe en s ome prin-
cipal officers of the 

Hous e of Repres entatives 
and the embattled former 
chairman of the House Com-
mittee on Appropriations, 
Ab dulmumin Jibrin lasts, 
Wilson Uwajaren, spokesman 
to the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) at 
the weekend dismissed the ar-
gument that the Commission 
freezed the accounts. During 
the legislative week, the House 
via motion sponsored by the 
chairman, House Committee 
on Ethics and Privileges, Os-
sai Nicholas Ossai, resolved 
to give another opportunity 
to Jibrin to response to the 
petitions bordering on absen-
teeism, under-representation 
of his constituency as well as 
ownership of foreign accounts 
contrary to the Code of Con-
duct Bureau (CCB). The group 
alleged that Jibrin breached 
the Fifth Schedule, Paragraph 
3 of the 1999 Constitution 
which prohibits categories of 
public officers including mem-
bers of the National Assembly, 
from maintaining or operating 
foreign accounts in any coun-
try outside Nigeria. These 
were contained in the peti-
tions of the National Youth 
Council of Nigeria (NYCN). In 
a document attached by the 
youth organisation, Jibrin 
only attended plenary session 
for 60 days before his suspen-

sion contrary to the 180 days 
requirement stipulated in 
the Constitution; hence they 
demanded that Independent 
national Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) should declare his 
seat vacant and conduct fresh 
election for his replacement. 
Possibly this will serve as de-
terrent to other law breakers. 
I see this as well-crafted move 
to finally nail Jibrin who fell 
out of favour with the power 
that be in the House. Like I 
stated at the inception of the 
brouhaha, Jibrin is the first 
casualty. I was surprised to 
see the group displayed such 
a sensitive document that has 
never been provided to the 
Media despite so much pres-
sure mounted on the Nation-
al Assembly bureaucracy. 
But this must be sustained 
by Speaker Yakubu Dogara 
should ensure that the at-
tendance register of each 
legislative year is made pub-
lic for Nigerians to assess the 
performance of the member 
of the House. Likewise, the 
CCB needs to go all out and 
enforc e its c onstitutional 
p owers ,  not  only on the 
Legislature but the Execu-
tive and Judiciary. Going by 
the available documents, all 
the five accounts and some 
of the properties acquired in 
choice areas of Kaduna and 
Abuja in his Asset Declara-
tion form No. MHR 002400. 
No doubt, most of the politi-

cal and public office holders 
are guilty of all these allega-
tions.

During the we ek als o , 
the former First Lady, Pa-
tience Jonathan petitioned 
the House of Representa-
t i ve s  s e e k i n g  p ro t e c t i o n 
from the Economic and Fi-
nancial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC). Jonathan in a peti-
tion laid before the House 
by Lovette Idisi, accused the 
Commission of incessant ha-
rassment. She also accused 
operatives of Department 
of State Security (DSS), Na-
tional Drug Law Enforce-
ment Agency (NDLEA) of 
breaking into  her  Abuja 
home in her abs enc e and 
without prior notice. Madam 
never stopped there but re-
counted how her children’s 
accounts and that of close 
relations were frozen by 
EFCC, adding that the repu-
tation of her husband has 
been negatively affected by 
media reports orchestrated 
by the agency. According to 
her, four corporate accounts 
have so far been frozen by 
the anti-graft agency but 
noted that her lawyers had 
filed a suit against EFCC in 
which she/they s olicite d 
that the accounts should be 
de-freezed within 14 days. 
These and other issues were 
looked into during the week. 
Anyway, her petition had 
been referred to the Com-

mittee on Public Petitions 
chaire d by Uzoma Nkem-
Abonta for consideration.  

Likewise, the House con-
sidered a bill which seeks 
to give deserving Nigerian 
States with a population of 
10 million the needed sup-
port to develop their critical 
infrastructures and cater for 
their rising population as oc-
casioned by daily influx of 
Nigerians either for business 
or permanent residency. The 
bill provides that “any State 
with Special Economic con-
sideration shall be granted 
20 percent of all proceeds 
accruing to the Federal Gov-
ernment from the state to 
mitigate the pressures of 
urbanisation, overcrowding 
and decaying infrastructure 
thus reviving the economic 
potentials of such states to 
contribute significantly to 
economic prosperity of Ni-
geria.” The bill when passed 
into law will see Lagos, con-
sidered to be the economic 
hub of Nigeria and provides 
60 percent of Nigeria’s gross 
domestic product, a higher 
status alongside African cities 
like Cairo, Johannesburg, and 
Cape Town. Other states ex-
pected to enjoy similar status 
are: Kano, Abia and Oyo.

Let me quickly reflect on 
the ongoing Constitution 
amendment. Several issues to 
be considered by the Special 
Ad-hoc Committee include 

the recent bill which seeks 
to grant states in the coun-
try control over minerals 
resources. 

The bill which was spon-
sored by Leo Ogor, Minority 
Leader seeks to alter the 1999 
Constitution by empowering 
States to control revenues de-
rived from minerals, mineral 
oils, natural gas in, under or 
upon any land within their 
jurisdictions. Looking at what 
transpired in the seventh As-
sembly when the State House 
of Assemblies finally submit 
their positions on the Consti-
tution review to the National 
Assembly, the lawmakers on 
their own rejected the pro-
posed autonomy and Local 
Governments. So I won’t be 
surprised if they also decline 
to embrace the proposed con-
trol of revenue derived from 
the mineral resources within 
their domains.

Too many contentious issues

Assembly Watch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

W
ednesday this week, 
President Muham-
madu Buhari will 
present a budget of 

N7.281trillion for the 2017 finan-
cial year to a joint session of the 
National Assembly.

The proposed budget repre-
sents an increase of 20 percent 
over the 2016 appropriation of 
N6.06trillion.

The President said he would 
use the budget presentation to lay 
his administration’s plans to lead 
Nigeria out of economic reces-
sion. This would be the President’s 
second budget since assumption of 
office on May 29, 2015.

Progressively, our national 
budget has grown in volume from 
2015 to 2017. The nation’s budget 
was N4.5trillion in 2015 and N6.06 
trillion in 2016. In 2017, Federal 
Government has proposed a bud-
get estimate of N7.281trillion.

Some questions begging for 
answers include: has the budget 
increase translated to putting food 
on the table of ordinary Nigerians? 
How did the record breaking 2016 
budget trillion affect the mekunus 
(the ordinary man)?

Ironically, while we grow the 
volume of our budget, this has 
not translated to positive growth 
in our activities. It is a well estab-
lished fact that more Nigerians 
are living in abject poverty today 
than in 2015. Abuja - the nation’s 
capital - is not exempted; there 
are more beggars in the streets 
of Abuja today than in 2015. The 
number of professional beggars 
in the lobby of the National As-
sembly has increased in geometric 
progression. So many families will 
celebrate this Yuletide without a 
cup of rice.

With the high rate of unem-
ployment, job losses and pressing 
financial needs in the country, 
many Nigerians now patronise 
sports betting and Ponzi scheme, 
Mavrodi Mondial Moneybox 
(MMM) as last resort. In fact, some 
senators, legislative aides and 
highly placed staff of the National 
Assembly have been bitten by 
the MMM bug... That is a story for 
another day.

Not only is the country in 
economic recession and heading 
towards depression, inflation rate 
has risen from 9 percent in May 
2015 to 18.3 percent in October 
2016.

Early passage of the budget will 
also play a key role in getting the 
country out of the current eco-
nomic woes, considering the fact 
that President Buhari submitted 
the 2016 budget on December 22, 
2015, while he assented to it five 
months later - specifically second 
quarter (Q2) 2016. It would be in-
teresting to see if the controversy 

of budget padding and missing 
budget that characterised the 2016 
appropriation would rare its head 
in next year’s budget.

During the Executive/Legisla-
ture face off over the 2016 budget, 
I recall how Information Minister, 
Lai Mohammed, promised Ni-
gerians that they would feel the 
impact of the budget once the 
document was passed but went 
ahead to launch the ‘Change Be-
gins With Me’ campaign, months 
after passage of the budget.

Already, there are strong indi-
cations that the 2017 budget may 
be embroiled in more controver-
sies, just like its predecessor - the 
2016 appropriation.

This is because while the Red 
Chamber has formally agreed to 
receive the President to address 
a joint session of the National As-
sembly on Wednesday, December 
14th, to present the 2017 budget, 
the 2017 to 2019 Medium Term 
Expenditure Framework (MTEF) 
and Fiscal Strategy Paper (FSP) is 
yet to be approved.

Section 18 (1) of the Fiscal Re-
sponsibility Act, 2007 states that: 
“Notwithstanding anything to the 
contrary contained in this Act or 
any other law, the Medium Term 
Expenditure Framework shall 
be the basis for the preparation 
of the estimates of revenue and 
expenditure required to be pre-
pared and laid before the National 
Assembly under Section 81 (1) of 
Constitution”.

The implication is that if the 
budget is presented by the Presi-
dent before the consideration of 

the MTEF, next year’s appropria-
tion would face more bumpy road 
than the 2016 budget, especially 
if the approved MTEF by the Na-
tional Assembly is not in tandem 
with the President’s assumptions.

Some of the assumptions in the 
MTEF document kicked against by 
the senators at the debate on MTEF 
were the 2.2million barrel per day 
oil production as against 1.6million 
barrel per day production at the 
moment, exchange rate of N290 
to a U.S dollar as against N305 to 
a dollar officially announced by 
the Central Bank Governor, God-
win Emefiele; 3.02percent GDP 
growth rate for 2017 as against 
-2.44percent growth rate in the 
third quarter.

Last week was the busiest in 
the lifetime of the 8th Senate, with 
record-breaking nine public hear-
ings. The legislative body moved 
a step closer to passing half of its 
historic economic reform package 
as six of the 11 priority economic 
growth and reform bills were 
scrutinised by stakeholders in the 
relevant sectors. 

They include the National De-
velopment Bank of Nigeria Bill, 
intended to provide short, me-
dium and long term financing to 
participating financial institutions 
for loans to small scale, medium 
and industrial enterprises in agro 
allied businesses, manufacturing, 
mining; the National Road Fund 
Act to fund the rehabilitation and 
maintenance of the national road 
system; Federal Roads Authority 
Act which is to manage the federal 
roads network so that it is safe 

and efficient, with a view toward 
meeting the socio-economic de-
mands of the country; the Customs 
and Excise Reform Act which 
seeks to reform the administration 
and management of the Customs 
Service for greater accountability 
and revenue generation; National 
Transport Commission Act, which 
establishes a National Transport 
Commission as an effective, inde-
pendent and impartial authority 
in the transport sector.  

In the same token, the Joint 
Committee on Upstream Petro-
leum, Petroleum Downstream and 
Gas held a three-day public hear-
ing on the long-awaited Petroleum 
Industry Governance Bill (PIB).

Nine bills were presented for 
First Reading. They include: the 
Federal Scholarship Board (Est. 
Etc) Bill, Federal University of 
Education, Zaria (Establishment, 
etc) Bill, Host Communities Entitle-
ment and Protection Bill, Federal 
University of Education Kabba 
(Establishment, etc) Bill, Revised 
Laws of the Federation Bill, Nige-
rian Security Systems Surveillance 
Regulatory Commission (Establish-
ment, etc) Bill, Chartered Polymer 
Institute (Establishment, etc) Bill, 
Adeyemi Federal University of 
Education Akure (Establishment, 
etc) Bill and National Youth De-
velopment Commission (Establish-
ment, etc) Bill.

The upper chamber is expected 
to screen the Acting Chairman, 
Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) on Thursday 
and wind down activities for the 
year, same day.

Will the 2017 budget put food on our table?



Interview
‘Intelligent use of data will drive next wave of economic revolution’

Y
o u  r e c e n t l y 
launched a book 
and unveiled Data 
Science Nigeria ini-
tiative. What is the 
correlation? 

The book, ‘The Future is Shared’, 
is a research-based discourse on 
the disruptive implications of 
the sharing economy as the new 
business frontier, particularly 
from an emerging market per-
spective. The book thus focuses 
on ‘dataconomy’ businesses, such 
as Uber, Airbnb and others, and 
how they rely heavily on the 
use of data to profile, incentivise, 
match-make, predict risk, quantify 
value and distribute opportuni-
ties on a real-time basis. In this 
way, data is the oil that fuels the 
sharing economy. Algorithms are 
utilised to verify users, and they 
also offer personalised sugges-
tions and propositions based on 
past and anticipated behaviour. 
In the same vein, intelligent use 
of data will drive the next wave of 
the economic revolution, through 
FinTech, e-commerce and other 
digital offerings, and we thus have 
to consider these two initiatives 
as two sides of a double-edged 
sword. When one drives front-end 
opportunity, the other must neces-
sarily fuel the back-end engine, 
in order to make the front-end 
function in a dynamic close-loop. 
It must thus be reiterated that 
future businesses will soar on the 
wings of advanced data applica-
tion – I am talking about monthly 
Excel-based descriptive reporting 
or performance dashboard data, 
but synthesised data that com-
bines both the structured and 
unstructured data to effectively 
drive prescriptive and predictive 
insight generation. High level 
data application, where we can 
accurately predict next products 
that customers would buy in the 
next 5-10 years, extrapolateshow 
social changes will drive consump-
tion, how tweets will inform stock 
price growth or decline,and how 
weather data will inform market 
opportunities. 

In essence, we can only maxi-
mise the sharing economy busi-
ness model and other emerging 
digital disruptions if we are able to 
build world-class local capacity in 
data science, to make sense of our 
data. Of course, there are offshore 
solutions that are ready-made but 
they will fail to understand the 
context that uniquely definesNige-
rians. No online sentiment miner 
can interpret our nuances with 
precision by using algorithms built 
for developed markets. We have to 
build our own, one that is true to 
our reality. For example, we are go-
ing to see a huge revolution in out-
of-bank lending due to the growth 
of FinTech peer-to-peer social 
lending opportunities, which rely 
on an aggregation of customers’ 
social reputation built on social 
footprints like Facebook, Twitter, 
LinkedIn, and Instagram. It will 
use customer’s social network 
size, followers’ ratings,engagement 
rate based on how many of their 
followers respond to posted com-
ments, textual analysis of senti-
ment expressed in posts, types of 
pictures posted, places checked 
into, career history, types of events 
attended, types of groups followed 
and many others complex factors 

in order to determine whether a 
customer will qualify for a loan 
or not, and also to determine their 
propensity to default. This type of 
analysis is not copy-and-paste, and 
instead it requires understanding 
of the Nigerian mind-set in order 
to build these models.

Why did you decide to invest 
in Data Science Nigeria as CSR 
initiative rather than a business?

There are two dimensions to 
every initiative: First,the imme-
diate social impact, and next, the 
long-term economic return. Any 
meaningful initiative must not be 
built as an instant money machine, 
and should recognise that talents 
abound across all socio-economic 
classes. It must thus start by creat-
ing an open source model, where 
young passionate graduates with 
potential are exposed to the world 
of data science tools at no cost. It 
may interest you to know that 
an average introductory training 
course in data science costs tens 
of thousands of US dollars. How 
many Nigerian undergraduates, 
graduates and young analysts 
can afford this? For this reason, it 
is a non-profit venture – at least, 
for now.

How does Data Science Nigeria 
benefit the country and individu-
als?

I have previously stated how 
huge the market size of data sci-
ence and big data are. Even if we 
are only able to access 2 percent 
of that, it is still of huge value to 
Nigeria. It will mean more than 
N1 trillion in economic return. 
Can you imagine the implications 
of injecting this amount of money 
into our economy, both for direct 
beneficiaries as well as the many 
ecosystems of new businesses that it 
will create? I am sure you know how 
many international companies have 
set up their offices in Bangalore, 
India, because of the fact that it has 
become a concentrated domain for 
IT. Our travel, hospitality, and even 
educational institutions will be 
indirect beneficiaries of this huge 
growth. It will naturally attract 
serious investment in other sec-
tors, because the intellectual capital 
required to power emerging oppor-
tunities in power, manufacturing, 
digital innovations and many other 
sectors will find maximum expres-
sion in Nigeria.  

For the individuals who lead 
this revolution, they become the 
crème-de-la-crème of the new 
knowledge-driven economy. Not 
only will this revolution drive 
massive overall social benefits for 
Nigeria, but these individuals will 
also lead in value ownership by 
default, to a largeextent. Today, 
all existing research data indicates 
that data science is the number 
one career in ICT, and the Harvard 
Business Review even recently 
described it as the ‘sexiest job of 
the 21st century’. It’s not difficult 
to imagine the potential return 
of being a part of this league of 
experts, possessing exclusive skills 
that command huge premiums. 
This can also reverse the dam-
aging ‘brain drain’ phenomena, 
because an ecosystem of experts 
is built and many Nigerians in the 
diaspora can see more compelling 
reasons to return home. Yaba is al-
ready emerging as our own Silicon 
Valley, and I am convinced that 
our country is bound for greatness 

in the emerging ICT sector. 
The inaugural workshop is out 

of the way. How does the DSN run 
going forward?

Data Science is a practitioner-
led model, which explains its level 
of proactiveness and its minimal 
dependency on external grants 
or financial support. We also have 
partners who understand our 
need to raise Nigerian-centric data 
scientists, in order to help drive the 
emerging market. OneFi is a good 
example of this, and they have 
committed to this initiative with a 
sense of utmost urgency.  Our first 
boot camp runs in January, and it 
will be a full weekend of hands-on 
learning, with experts on ground 
and offshore experts dialling in 
to teach. We shall also promote 
a range of MOOC- based training 
initiatives, like Coursera and IBM 
Data Science University.However, 
all members will be held account-
able, because we track their learn-
ing growth and whether they 

achieve requisite developmental 
milestones. A website to support 
this self-development tracking 
will be up and running soon.

Of course, engagement at a 
senior level will continue through 
seminars and paper presentation, 
so that more strategic decision-
makers are apprised of these 
emerging trends. 

One of the submissions in the 
book says your future as a nation, 
company or individual depends 
on you optimising your assets 
including manpower. How does 
this work?

The world’s natural resources 
are not available in infinite quanti-
ties, and they are in fact depleting 
at an alarming rate. We need to 
be concerned about our depleting 
assets, and our increased waste. 
We must be conscious of the 
need to preserve our planet for 
the next generation, and the fol-
lowing generation after that. We 
cannot continue to consume and 

produce arbitrarily, when mecha-
nisms exist to recycle, reallocate 
and reconfigure previously used 
products to serve more people, at 
a lower cost, with minimal impact 
on the environment. This is what 
sustainable consumption refers to. 
We all have underutilised assets 
around us, which double as raw 
materials for the emerging circular 
economy, the intent of which is 
to extend product life cycles via 
the recirculation of goods. Goods 
that would otherwise have been 
thrown away are given new life, 
through access to second-hand 
markets. Right now, on a global 
level, the earth’s resources are 
being consumed in unsustainable 
ways. Production is encouraged 
in excessive quantities, which 
causes excess wastage, but even 
if the quantities produced were 
adequate rather than excessive, 
appropriate methods of dispos-
ing by-products remains a huge 
problem.
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Bayo Adekanmbi

Bayo Adekanmbi, a C-Level Executive at MTN Nigeria, recently launched a book entitled ‘The Future is Shared’, which underlines the critical importance of data 
science in the 21st Century economy. In this interview, he tells ODINAKA ANUDU that Nigeria has what it takes to raise a new generation of world-class data 
scientists capable of playing in the $125-billion big data analytics market.
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‘Those who accuse Atiku of being ambitious are not sincere’

T
he man Atiku Abubakar 
means different things to 
different people. As one of 
the closest confidants, who 
actually is Atiku?

You know before I joined His Ex-
cellency, Atiku Abubakar, in 2010, 
following a career in journalism that 
culminated in my editorship at ThisDay, 
I had known this country very well. I 
attended Federal Government College 
Okigwe in Imo State. The values of unity 
in diversity were established in me. As 
a journalist, I have travelled the length 
and breadth of Nigeria. For one, Atiku 
Abubakar happens to be a practical post-
graduate studies in what it means to be 
a true Nigerian in the midst of diversity 
we have had. Having observed him at 
a close range, I have seen that this is a 
man that has matched his words and his 
antecedents and that he truly represents 
the very best; he personifies the best in 
what it means to be a Nigerian. His abil-
ity to seek and get talents far beyond his 
enclave puts him in a special role and 
defines his person and underscores the 
fact that he continues to be a rallying 
point and he looks far beyond his im-
mediate environment to embrace people 
of other faith; people of other ethnic 
backgrounds and people of opposite 
views and persuasions. Actually, that’s 
the Atiku Abubakar that I have come to 
know in the last six years or thereabout.

There are difficult principals; how is 
it like working with Atiku Abubakar?

The truth was that I never wanted 
to work for a politician. I was interested 
with the reportage, in covering the poli-
tics. I never had the desire until I had to 
leave ThisDay. The opportunity came 
for me to work with him. 

Again, I never had a relationship with 
him; of course, I had interviewed him 
a couple of times. At the height of the 
third term ambition, I was in the This-
Day team that interviewed him. When 
I came on board, I didn’t know the man. 
But the job, for six years now, has given 
me a front seat to observe the man. I can 
say, it is perhaps one of the most robust 
and rewarding working relationship I 
have had. It’s been made so easy because 
of the nature of the man and his work 
ethics. I used to joke with my wife that 
anytime I send a memo to my boss, no 
matter the place he may be, in a flash 
the reply comes. 

So, that makes my work very easy. 
There is spontaneity and when you 
work with such a person, he makes your 
day and you will enjoy working with 
him. If you send him a memo, even if it 
is 100 pages, he will read line by line and 
anything he doesn’t understand and he 
wants you to explain more, he will put 
three question marks.

Some people describe him as a phi-
lanthropist who has a large heart to 
bear other people’s burdens. Can you 
say anything on this aspect of his life?

You know at times, when I reflect, I 
begin to wonder if the man is human. I 
have come to realise that it is not about 
politics, it is about the person. This is 
who he is, it is about a life of giving and it 
is not about resources. God has endowed 
us with resources; I am not sure Atiku 
Abubakar is the most endowed, but he 
is the one that has endowed the most. 
So it is a function of his humanity, his 
ability to recognise that he has been 
blessed and is meant to be a blessing 
to others, not only his family but also 
to his community. I think that is what 
drives him; he has told me several times 
in unmistakable terms that he has long 
received his reward and that God has 
blessed him, and that what he is doing 

is a manifestation of the covenant that 
he has with him (God). That’s the man 
we are talking about; his commitment 
to touch lives is unwavering.

Some people see his philanthropic 
gestures as a way of pushing his politi-
cal ambition; some critics of your boss 
say there’s no big deal in what he is 
doing because according to them, he is 
merely giving back to the society that 
made him wealthy in the first place. 
What is your take on these?

Let me start from the second part 
of the question. We are all ambitious 
people; a reporter desires to become an 

editor. As an editor, you probably want 
to be an editor-in-chief; or the managing 
director. As human beings, we always 
want to rise in life and get to the next 
level. You know Atiku is a mere mortal 
like all of us. He is flesh and blood; he has 
desires and aspirations, but you need to 
understand his ambitions against the 
backdrop of where the man is coming 
from. Here is a man who has repeat-
edly been saying how this country has 
helped him. He went to school in North-
ern Nigeria where he got free education, 
and so he believes he has the responsibil-
ity to give back to the same society that 

has given him so much. He believes by 
his training, exposure and by his experi-
ence he has garnered skills that put him 
at an advantageous position to be able to 
impact on the society; to transform lives 
by people. I think that it is legitimate if it 
is done within established rules. There’s 
nothing wrong for him to be ambitious. 
Even those who say he is ambitious are 
also ambitious. Perhaps, their ambition 
is in reverse of his; just to ensure he does 
not achieve his own ambition.

Some people say it is time for the likes 
of Atiku to stay on the side and play 
the role of statesman, nurturing young 
leaders…

(Cuts in…) well, there’s nothing wrong 
with nurturing young leaders, but you 
should also know that one of the things 
Turaki is passionate about is mentor-
ship. But you can’t put forward people 
who have not been well schooled; well 
tutored in the act of leadership.

Why is it that he seems to be having 
serious oppositions from other politi-
cians whenever he puts his ambition 
forward?

Everybody cannot be on the same 
page with you; there are people who 
are for and those who are against. The 
important thing is that the man is fo-
cused; he knows where he is headed. 
An American president ran for the same 
office several times and failed until he 
got it; it is not how long, it is how well. 
The man has also learnt something; he 
learnt early in life that no matter how 
many times you fall, the question to ask 
is how many times did you pick yourself 
up? Nothing has ever come easy to Atiku 
in life. Everything has been a struggle; 
his father died early in life, it has been 
struggle all the way.

There is this thinking that Atiku 
has not fully reconciled with Olusegun 
Obasanjo his former boss. Do you think 
if Atiku should step out today to contest 
the presidency he would enjoy the sup-
port of the former president?

I will not speculate, but let me tell 
you what I know and that underscores 
the essence of the politics of Atiku 
Abubakar- a man that is very tolerant 
and more than any politician else; he 
promotes politics of accommodation. If 
you are on the front line like me and you 
see when these people are coming and 
the way they are received, I don’t think 
it is about politics. It is about his ability 
to receive people. It could be a minus 
but it could be a plus, but the reality is 
that for Atiku it has been his staying 
power; his ability to clearly embrace 
people despite the fact that these may 
be some of the people who have been 
on the opposing side.

At a time people are advocating that 
power should shift to the younger gen-
eration, are you advocating that people 
of 70 and above should continue to 
rule Nigeria?

The question I throw back to you 
is; what has age got to do with it? Is 
the man qualified, does he have the 
intellectual capacity to carry out the 
duties of office in such a way that will 
benefit every citizens, does he have the 
experience? 

What about Donald Trump? He is 
70. Like Atiku Abubakar, he has run 
businesses; he has been successful and 
has created thousands of jobs to citizens. 
Atiku has returned huge benefits to 
stakeholders in his business; billions of 
naira as tax to the state; a man of great 
compassion, a man of unparalleled hu-
manity; a man who can bring people 
together. Now if he has these traits how 
would that impact the society? That is 
the question.

Paul Ibe is the director, Atiku Media Office (AMO). On the sidelines of a recent event in Yola, Adamawa State, Ibe spoke 
with ZEBULON AGOMUO, Editor, on the person of Atiku Abubakar, his philanthropy, politics, among other issues. Ex-
cerpts:
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‘Government must review the TSA 
issue to save economy from suffocation’
Amadi Oguerinwa Dennis, member representing Udi, Ezeagu Federal Consistency of Enugu State in the House of Representatives, in this 
interview with KEHINDE AKINTOLA, speaks on the urgent need for upgrade the facilities at the Akanu Ibiam Airport Enugu and other airports; 
the negative implications of the TSA on the economy, among other issues. Excerpts:

W
hat’s your assessment 
of the state of infra-
structure at the nation’s 
airports?

The state of infra-
structure at Nigeria airports as you’ve wit-
nessed, there are lots of motions coming up 
on the floor of the parliament on the issue 
of security at our airports. We discovered 
that there is need for due diligence and 
surveillance on air passengers and people 
who are likely to be threats to air flights 
in the course of transit. And I would like 
to say that, it’s quite necessary that that 
motion on the floor of the House we shall 
take it to logical conclusion so that respec-
tive agencies in the aviation industry 
will ensure that security is strengthened 
immediately because when you hear of 
terrorists you can never predict where it 
can come from. Secondly, on the issue of 
Akanu Ibiam Airport at Enugu, just simi-
lar to what you noticed that the runway 
at airport still needs to be resurfaced and 
put in proper shape because most of the 
control structures that are there need to 
be enhanced. Landing in the night is dif-
ficult in most of the airports that are not 
within the FCT or Ibadan and Lagos. So it’s 
important that the Minister of Aviation 
takes note that the infrastructure, both the 
physical and technological structures that 
are needed are available.

What can we do to attract investment 
into the aviation sector?

Coincidentally, the airline business is 
expensive in terms of private sector par-
ticipation, and about two airlines land con-
currently at Zaki Ibiam airport daily and 
that is still not sufficient enough and you 
hear most of us talking about the interven-
tion of aviation catchment for part of Kogi, 
Anambra state. It’s also an intervention to 
augment the in-roads of some other play-
ers to come and invest in our economy to 
ensure that there are enough fleets to cater 
for the teeming passenger crew within the 
airports in Nigeria. Like the Enugu airport 
we have a major regional station catching 
some parts of Kogi, Ebonyi, Abia and co. So 
the number of flights that go in there and 
out is still insufficient for people, so we put 
it that in due course. The motions are taken 
into consideration by the Executive arm of 
the government. We should be able to put 
in place so that we can enable the in-road 
of more airline operators to come in.

Unfortunately as the case may be, the 
economy is in recession and we are go-
ing to pay for where we find ourselves, 
whether we like it or not, the government 
needs to put in place good roads that are 
more meant for a quick-win. FERMA 
needs to be well funded and equipped to 
ensure that in the short run, they move 
into various, trunk A road B of Nigeria to 
do some maintenance work that would 
give a level of safety that would not give 
a commonest safety within the interim 
between now and the next three months.

What in your opinion is required to 
address the recession challenge?

We are actually in recession because of 
the fall in the price of crude oil and what 
we are producing today is being exchanged 
in our local market near a parallel market 
rate, in terms of volume in naira, we have 
a lot of naira to operate within the country. 
What has happened is that there are some 
fiscal measures that have been taken that 
are not good for the size of our economy  
of about 180-190 million people.

Amadi Oguerinwa Dennis

What’s your view on the implementa-
tion of Treasury Single Account?

Like the TSA which you know we are 
implementing, that single funnel for each 
of the ministries and MDAs create a lot of 
bureaucracies on the movement of fund 
as from the central governance to the last 
man on the street. So, the problem people 
are experiencing now in accessing funds 
has to do with government business is 
affecting the private sector, both SMES, 
manufacturers, as well as contractors. You 
find it difficult to have access to your fund 
on timely basis and also if you are selling 
goods and services, you will not patronise 
the contractor that does not come to you 
to buy. When you have over 600 MDAs 
and you configure them to single trea-
sury account without regimenting it to 

ensure that efficiency is done. The man at 
Damaturu, if there is a crisis there; it takes 
him 21 days to have access to government 
fund to do an intervention that govern-
ment needs to do quickly. With the BVN 
most practised in most banks now, I think 
the Federal Government remains the 
implementer of TSA and that is actually 
causing more problems, trying to inflate 
the economy on negative side. Inflation 
is being induced daily because of the gov-
ernment activities to the common man 
on the street.   

What informed the sum of N25 billion 
payment of debts to local contractors, 
which was added to the N180 billion 
virement?

It is a lead question to what I have said 
earlier, on the issue of tagging of national 

fund in the name of TSA. In the last phase 
of the last regime before this government 
came into being, a lot of contractors tried to 
do jobs to optimal level of satisfaction that 
have certificates that they have generated, 
let me quickly do these jobs and they do it 
from banks, they borrowed from finance 
houses and what not; some have to get 
materials from suppliers on credit, so this 
job they have done, some of them have 
other milestones to achieve but they can-
not continue. Talking about roads, the man 
who has done 10 kilometers about 3 years 
ago and was not paid will not continue on 
a 50 kilometer road, so if some indigenous 
contractors are being owed, those whom 
their debt have been dully verified with-
out being paid there wouldn’t be a way 
forward to put the infrastructures in place.
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S
ome critics say that it is the National 
Assembly that’s frustrating the pre-
sentation of the 2017 budget. What’s 
your reaction to that?

All over the world, the basic issue 
that leads to conflict between the executive 
and legislature is budget. And because we 
do not have sufficient interface between 
the legislature and the executive, we will 
continue to have that. If you look at it, bud-
gets are being tailored in the past and I say it 
shouldn’t continue according to the desires 
of those who design the budget first. And 
when it comes to the legislature and you try 
to tinker so much with it, they cry and ac-
cuse you of all what-not. Therefore, trying 
to work within their presentation, you are 
limited. They’d tell you they came with an 
envelope, don’t tamper with their envelope; 
and you try to play with the envelope. But 
whereas the executive ought to sit down and 
think; what is the need of Nigerians? If we 
identify food to be our greatest need, then 
you budget adequately for food and food 
production and processing, preservation and 
export and all what-not. Get those who are 
master of thoughts in it. If you identify now 
that education is one of our biggest prob-
lems, you design some educational policies 
and programmes that would stand the test 
of time. We’ve had 3-3-3, 3-4-2 and all that, 
but no one is standing. Now we are about 
to witness another somersault of policy in 
the education sector, because what we have 
now cannot maintain our industries. What 
we have is a mere intellectual exercise that’s 
flying, it’s not grounded. It would surprise 
you to know that most Americans and Brit-
ish don’t go to school. Many are drop-outs 
because they don’t go to college. But at the 
level of their secondary (high) school which 
is our intermediary here, they are technically 
balanced and known. That even if they don’t 
go to university which they call college, they 
still fit in into what they are doing. Your HND 
now from technical schools are not even 
recognised. Years back, we had trade schools. 
Those trade schools, are they still existing? 
They teach you the basic substance like 
carpentry, wood work, brick-laying, metal 
fabrication and all what-not, that makes you 
fit into the society. In Abuja for instance, any 
good technician here are trained by Julius 
Berger. They employ and train for their basic 
use. Then as a person you need to plaster a 
house, you have Togolese here, Ghanaians, 
because they had gone to their own trade 
schools. If you have any good finished house 
in Asokoro, in Maitama, anywhere, find out 
who did it, they are from Togo. Are we not 
having capable Nigerians? But because our 
education system failed to provide for such 
kind of people, there are no technical, trade 
schools where they can learn these things. 
Agreed, they go to secondary schools where 
they write their WAEC and NECO and pass, 
but yet they cannot construct a complete 
sentence. They are not even fit for office assis-
tant or messenger jobs, but they are looking 
for jobs. Therefore, if education is an area you 
think you need more effort; you should train 
people in that area.  If infrastructure is what 
you are lacking, you can now plan and say, 
let us have a tarred road of so-so kilometres 
per budget year. And you do them to stand 
the test of time. You must identify your need, 
because a situation where by 70 percent of 
the budget goes to recurrent, how can you 
grow? A situation where the greater amount 
of money goes to payment of emolument, 
that’s failing to plan. If you get a yam tuber 
and you boil everything to the head and eat, 
it goes to waste. But when you preserve the 
head and plant, you will get another yam to 

eat. We are not preserving, we are not plan-
ning; and that’s what recession and Buhari is 
going to teach us. We should begin to plan, 
look inward; we should begin to develop 
indigenous ideas suitable for Nigeria. We 
should begin to balance the market. Reces-
sion will now tell us to moderate our taste. 
Are you surprised to know that Nigerians 
rank among the highest champaign consum-
ers? Nigeria has ranked the highest amongst 
countries that import and consume the best 
of red wine. South Africa that produces the 
best red wine in Africa doesn’t rake up to 
one-third of the wine they bring to us. The 
Italians, the French or Russians who pro-
duce the highest quality that sell N60,000 
a bottle of Champaign, check their export 
record, Nigeria ranks the highest consumer 
of such Champaign. You throw a party and 
it’s not flowing with Champaign, it’s not a 
good party. Now recession has taught us to 
rethink. Now when you go to such parties, 
you see more of Heineken and red wines. So 
is recession now not a blessing? It’s a blessing 
in disguise. So, recession is now teaching us 
how to manage what we have, to structure 
our budget according to what we want. So it 
comes hard, and I want it to comer harder, 
so that we may come out taller from it, pro-
vided we learn our lessons from it. Before 
now, you’ll see a man, three vehicles, one 
would take the children to school, the other 
one takes the wife to the market, and the 
man takes the other one to work, but now, 
no; it’s trimmed. You monitor how it moves, 
because the inflow is being cut, therefore, we 
must look inward. 

What about the allegation that the Na-
tional Assembly is the cause of the budget 
delay?                    

Yes, the National Assembly is not the 
cause of the delay, because whatever you 
bring to the National Assembly must be thor-
oughly looked at. When you spot a fault, and 

you take that and re-work before you return 
it, is that a delay? Are we supposed to rubber 
stamp whatever is brought to us? So when 
we get anything from the executive, we 
must study it, and when we discover there’s 
need for amendment, we emphasise it. So if 
there’s need for amendment, it’s either you 
call their attention to it, or you do it yourself. 
In other climes, such as Europe and America, 
they have congressional budget system, 
executive budget system where things are 
being reviewed; looked at critically before it 
comes this way, and when it comes this way, 
it’s now fine-tuned and sent back. So that’s 
why when you appoint, you should be able 
to get ‘appointable’ persons who can do the 
job into a particular, proper office. Not based 
on party patronage, friendship, brotherhood; 
but your ability and capability and a proven 
worth in what you do, what you’ve done 
should take you to what to do. And these are 
lessons from recession. 

Now how can we come out of recession if 
we buy more than we sell? What’s our eco-
nomic policy? What’s the Export Promotion 
Council doing? How are they getting people 
to export things? How are they showcasing 
Nigeria? Today, if you go to Aba, you can see 
where they write made-in-Aba proudly. It 
should be made-in-Aba, the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria. And we should export that. I will 
ask Buhari and I say it openly, in as much 
as I believe in the market forces of demand 
and supply, certain items should be banned 
or heavily taxed in Nigeria. Consumption of 
high level alcohol should be taxed heavily 
so we can think twice, whether you want to 
buy cartons of Champaign for Christmas or 
red wine. If you look at the amount of money 
spent to import Champaign into Nigeria 
every year, it’s enough to set up factories. It 
will turn around the agricultural sector. It’s a 
staggering sum. Now let me tell, before 2016 
and the recession, we saw cars of 2016. By 

now you would have seen the 2017 range 
rover waiting to be unveiled. They are not 
there again. Go to the Wharf and enquire 
from the customs to see, they have not im-
ported them. Go to Coscharis motors, by now 
you would have seen 2017 cars waiting to 
be unveiled, nobody is unveiling anything 
in Nigeria again, it is part of lessons from 
recession. Therefore, we must manage. We 
must learn to work within what we have to 
get what we need. 

The recent electoral outcome in Ondo 
State didn’t favour your party, the PDP. And 
going by the crisis rocking your party, don’t 
you think that Nigeria might be heading 
towards a one-party state?

Not at all. But I can to tell you that there 
is no house without mosquito. But don’t let 
the mosquito give you malaria. Tell me which 
party that is not having crisis, is it the APC? 
Their acclaimed leader has gone somewhere 
else. The other day he said it’s only Atiku that 
can give us joy. Oyegun is battling to keep 
his chairmanship position. Buhari said that 
there are several leaders of the APC. And as 
I’m speaking to you now, there are negotia-
tions, alignment and realignment going on. 
No party is without crisis. 

Is it APGA that is without crisis? As we 
speak, we heard their national chairman 
has been driven away and they are in court. 
Would lawyers starve? So, what is happen-
ing is political carrot and stick and band-
wagon effects. Nigerian politicians don’t do 
opposition. I’m happy to be in the opposition 
and a credible opposition at that. I will tell 
Buhari what he should do to better Nigeria, 
because I’m not going to criticise him due to 
the fact that I’m in the opposition. Nigeria 
belongs to all of us. So I will support him 
to succeed. So PDP should engage in cred-
ible opposition. For me, the party I always 
reckon with is the opposition, because they 
are on the guard.

Politics
‘Recession is teaching Nigerians a 
lesson in moderation’
Uzoma Nkem-Abonta (PDP-Abia) is chairman, House Committee on Public Petitions in the lower house of the National 
Assembly. In this interview with KEHINDE AKINTOLA, Nkem-Abonta spoke on the oft rift between the Executive and 
Legislature in relation to budget presentation and passage; the benefits of the recession, among other issues. Excerpts:

Sunday 11 December 2016 SUNDAYBD 21C002D5556

Uzoma Nkem-Abonta



22 Sunday 11 December 2016SUNDAYBD C002D5556

Introduction
 

T
he much talked-about 
rerun elections in Riv-
ers State b egan with 
all  the intrigues and 
fireworks. Transporta-
tion Minister (the im-

mediate past governor of the state), 
Rotimi Chibuike Amaechi, stormed 
the state four days to D-Day, but his 
arch-rival and former ally, Nyesom 
Wike (state governor), seems ever-
ready for him. A mega-rally has been 
held at the Liberation Stadium (now 
named Yakubu Gowon), but con-
struction work seemed to block free 
way to the venue. The 28,000-strong 
police squad that arrived days ear-
lier seems ready to open fire, but the 
Judiciary is already fired up, having 
issued frequent injunctions. Law-
and-order system says it is alert, but 
thugs seem to have all the alertness 
with stronger firepower, having 
already razed down a village in a 
part of Ogoni, Magnus Abe’s home 
town. Now result sheets controversy 
and other controversies took over 
long ago.

To most Nigerians outside Riv-
ers State, the rerun elections were 
merely to select some national and 
state parliamentarians in a country 
where lawmakers hardly make laws. 
Some p ers ons,  even within Riv-
ers State, think it is just to employ 
persons into vacant positions in 
the various parliaments in the land. 
Many believe that once a governor 
or president has been elected, the 
rest elections are formality. This, in 
the case of Rivers State at the mo-
ment, is the opposite.  

 
Vacancies, size and scope of elec-

tions: 
The elections will hold all over 

the state because the entire three 
senatorial seats are up for grabs in 
Rivers West, Rivers East, and Rivers 
South-East. There are nine House of 
Reps seats vacant still from Khana/
Gokana, Okrika/Ogu-Bolo, Emuoha/
Ikwerre, Akuku-Toru/Asari-Toru, 
Etche/Omuma, Tai/Eleme/Oyigbo, 
Degema/Bonny, and Andoni/Op-
obo-Nkoro federal constituencies. 
The 32-member Rivers State House 
of Asembly still needs nine more 
members from Andoni, Asari-Toru, 
Bonny, Eleme, Etche, Gokana, Ikw-
erre, Khana, and Tai local council 
areas or state constituencies. 

Real reasons they fight-to-finish
in Rivers rerun elections
- Impeachment battle already under way
- Need to cover up so many wrongs

- Who controls Rivers for 2019?

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

So, in terms of geographical spread 
and impact, all the 23 local councils 
would be shut down all day for the 
exercise because of the senatorial 
aspect. Those that have already got 
House of Reps and State House of 
Assembly members such as Obio/
Akpor and Port Harcourt would still 
have to file out to choose a senator. 

Impeachment battle: 
Amaechi and Wike were known 

to be very strong allies who were 
respected and also feared within 
the then larger Peter Odili political 
family for their vehemency on is-
sues. They both broke off from the 
camp during the Celestine Omehia 
saga in 2007, and emerged victorious 
from the Supreme Court (October 25, 
2007) to become the new lords of the 
manor in the oil-rich state. When 
the camp broke into two in 2012, 
flinging Amaechi (then governor) 
and Wike (then minister) in opposite 
directions, the next plot was to im-
peach Amaechi for two urgent rea-
sons; one to stop him from massing 
a front against Goodluck Jonathan 
(Wike’s new boss) for 2015, and to 
pave the way for Wike in the Brick 
House come May 29, 2015.

 This plot led to the Abuja high 
court judgment that swept the PDP 
executive council in the state to 
Wike and Jonathan while Amaechi 
held onto the government appoin-
tees. From that moment, it was al-
most a daily battle to unseat Amae-
chi, a plot a police commissioner was 
said to have been sent to supervise.

It exploded in a fight in the House 
of Assembly where five lawmak-
ers led by one Bipi Evans took over 
and announc e d imp eachment of 
Amaechi, only for Amaechi’s team 
led by Chidi Llyod to bounce back 
few hours later in a mace-swinging 
escapade to win back power.     

The f ight  s o on move d to  the 
state’s Judiciary where Wike pushed 
up Daisy Okocha of the High Court 
with federal might including the 
NJC while Amaechi put forward 
Peter Agumagu of the Customary 
Court of Appeal, each said to be the 
‘most senior judge in the state’ (as 
required by the Constitution and the 
law for appointment as chief judge 
of a state). The federally backed NJC 
chose whoever seemed to be the true 
‘most senior judge’, but this choice 
had to wait for one year until Wike 

become governor.
By the time Wike was being ele-

vated as chief executive in Port Har-
court, Amaechi was being equally 
elevated as king in Abuja with a new 
president as his biggest asset, just the 
way Wike was in Abuja before the 
great exchange.

Of a truth, many b elieve that 
Amaechi tried everything in the 
books to stop Wike from winning 
the governorship election in the 
field. Some also believe that he tried 
to stop Wike from winning at the 
tribunal, even from being sworn 
in at all. The moment Wike scaled 
through, however, he quickly set up 
the Omereji panel to nail his political 
arch-enemy. 

This thus proved to many persons 
that the reason why each of them 
seems to fight with every drop of 
blood is that whoever takes control 
must sink the other as the only way 
to rule and live in peace. Many now 
call it a game of victory by elimina-
tion.

For instanc e,  the N150bil l ion 
monorail project initiated by Amae-
chi has been stopped; the N160Bn 
UST relocation project has also been 

Governor Wike
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jettisoned; the N400Bn Greater Port 
Harc ourt (megacity)  proje ct  has 
practically been halted though some 
skeletal rustlings seem to go on. 
Students sent overseas by Amaechi 
have been deported to look for local 
schools, and the most viable agency 
Amaechi used to make waves, the 
RSSDA, has been grounded without 
salaries for many months. Contrac-
tors that worked for the state under 
Amaechi have the rest of the story 
to tell, and some top appointees that 
made waves such as in UST, RIRS, 
UOE, say they have been thrown 
out without payment. Some are in 
court right now, it is learnt. This 
is the nature of vicious acrimony 
in the bitterness between the two 
kinsmen and former allies. The only 
viable word between them seems to 
be ‘impeachment’.

It is therefore, logical that if APC 
secures majority in the Rivers House 
of  Ass embly in the rerun,  they 
would quickly impeach Wike. Even 
if they should get a mere foothold in 
the House, many say they could with 
federal power re-enact what Bipi did 
with the aid of the police and FG to 
attempt to impeach a governor with 
five lawmakers out of 32. They could 
hope to win over some other law-
makers as time goes on and secure a 
voting majority.

Wike seems to know all of this 
and many say he would stop at noth-
ing to ensure that APC did not get 
any lawmaker in the House in the 
first place. Even if they win some 
seats, the House may never get to 
swearing them in as has already 
happened, except some force of a 
torpedo from the outside. So, those 
who think this is a mere parliamen-
tary election are mistaken. It looks 
more of an impeachment battle. In 
so, in such a war, nobody fights and 
looks back.

 
Who controls Rivers for 2019? 
Politicians, like poolstakers, are 

believed to be incurable optimists. 
When they lose, they quickly con-
vince themselves that they would 
definitely win the very next one. 
The APC in Rivers State still do not 
believe how they lost at the Supreme 
Court to Wike in the governorship 
diadem. Now, they think it’s a few 
months to  another big  ele ction 
(2019).

In the beginning, it was Amaechi 
who led Wike to Obio/Akpor local 
c ouncil  to b e c ome chairman for 
two terms; led him to become Chief 
of Staff in Govt House in 2017; and 
led him to become minister in 2011. 
Amaechi may still feel it’s his duty to 
lead Wike out to the cold whenever 
he wished.  

For this reason, observers say 
Amaechi would stop at nothing to 
wrest Brick House out of the hands 
of his former subordinate.

Wike on the other hand is said to 
regard himself as the force that made 
Amaechi governor in 2007 when 
Amaechi was in self-exile (in Ghana), 
made him governor again (campaign 
DG) in 2011, and above all, was the 

only one that accepted to march 
down from Abuja to chase Amaechi 
out of power in Port Harcourt. Wike 
is said to feel strong enough not 
only to keep APC and Amaechi out 
of Brick House but to stop APC in 
Aso Rock in 2019. There, the battle 
line is drawn. Those who ignore this 
and think it is mere rerun elections 
should think twice.

 
Need to cover up so many wrongs
 When Amaechi was speaker of 

the Rivers State House of Assembly 
and number two man in Rivers pow-
er equation under Odili, he was said 
to vehemently object to the biggest 
racket of that era, paying militants 
and cult kings for some peace. When 
he miraculously emerged governor, 
Amaechi ordered a stop to the prac-
tice and said vehement no to mili-
tants and their go-between agents. 
He soon acquired an resented image 
in the region because it was a huge 
racket. Instead, he gave a chance to 
militants to recant without pay or 
face the gun. He carried his threat to 
the letter and most godfathers fled 
away from Rivers State only for the 
federal amnesty to come to their aid.

 When trouble came for Amaechi 
in 2013, the fleeing militants and 

cultists, now called ex-militants, 
took sides. It is therefore said to be 
a slogan in their camps that allow-
ing Amaechi control of Rivers State 
amounted to suicide to the boys. 
Thus, each time elections were an-
nounced, most groups would to the 
occasion. What is at stake, to them, 
is hardly about parliament but about 
something greater than the gavel.

Also, Amaechi has always called 
Wike names in terms of schools and 
roads contracts given when both 
men were chummies ,  but  Wike 
has always dared him to call in law 
enforcement agencies if the then 
governor meant the charges. On 
the other hand, Wike has severally 
accused  A m a e c h i  o f  l o o t i n g .  H e 
w e n t  a h e a d  t o  s e t  u p  a  p a n e l 
t o  i n d i c t  h i s  f o r m e r  b o s s ,  b u t 
A m a e c h i  s a i d  t h e  p a n e l  d i d  n o t 
suc c e e d in  i ts  miss ion.  The mat -
t e r  t o o ,  i s  s t a l l e d  at  t h at  p o i n t .

S o ,  i t  i s  b e l i e ve d  a ro u n d  t h e 
s t a t e  t h a t  w h o e v e r  s e c u r e d 
f i n a l  v i c t o r y  a n d  c o m fo r t ab l e 
m a j o r i t y  i n  t h e  H o u s e  o f  A s -
s e mb l y  w o u l d  l i ke l y  m o ve  fo r 
t h e  f i n a l  k i l l  a g a i n s t  t h e  o t h e r. 
I t  i s  a l s o  b e l i e ve d  t h at  w h o e ve r 
c o n t r o l s  t h e  R i v e r s  c a u c u s  i n 
t h e  N at i o n a l  A s s e mb l y  w o u l d 

u s e  i t  t o  m o b i l s e  s e r i o u s l y 
a g a i n s t  t h e  o t h e r.  T h e  e x - m i l -
i t a n t s  m a y  h a ve  t h e  f e a r  t h at 
i f  t h e  w ro n g  p e r s o n  t a ke s  o ve r 
t h e  s t at e ,  t h e i r  c r i m e s  m ay  b e 
re o p e n e d ,  o r  t h at  t h e i r  p re s e n t 
m ay  b e c o m e  p a s t  t e n s e ,  j u s t  a s 
A m a e c h i  m ay  f e a r  t h at  i f  W i ke 
c a p t u re s  f u l l  p o w e r,  h i s  a s s e t s 
and thos e  of  his  supp orters  may 
b e  forfeite d to  the  state  govern -
m e n t .

 
C o n c l u s i o n 
M a n y  s a y  t h e y  a r e  t i r e d  o f 

t h e  v i o l e n c e  a n d  i n t r i g u e s  b ut 
the end s e ems far from over.  The 
o ut c o m e  o f  t h e  S at u r d ay  re r u n 
ele ctions may never b e an end to 
the  p ol i t ical  torture  in  the  state 
b ut  m ay  o n l y  b e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g 
o f  a  t h o r n y  c r o w n .  I n  a  c o c k -
fight,  only one fowl c omes out of 
t h e  p i t c h  a l i ve .  I f  i n  d o ub t ,  a s k 
C h i c ke n  G e o r g e  ( Ro o t s ) .

O n l y  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f 
s t r o n g er and outside forc es can 
fo rc e  t h e  t w o  t o  a  n e g o t i at i o n 
table,  and then p eac e can c ome. 
Those who shout that they should 
settle seem to be masters in wishful 
thinking. For now, both men seem 
unable to help.

Rotimi Amaechi
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terpretation of laws, determination 
of disputes, restitution for victims 
and punishment of offenders”.

(22) “We will re-introduce mobile 
and assize courts to expedite dispen-
sation of justice”.

(23) “We will reduce the strain on 
our courts of superior record”.

(24) “We will support the police 
and other state-sponsored agents 
in various capacities including the 
infrastructure that supports them 
in the work they do”.

(25) “We will restore Edo State 
as the Number One state in sports 
in Nigeria, especially in football 
where we once held sway as a tal-
ent ground”.

(26) “We will publish a template 
to be jointly used by the public and 
the civil society to track the achieve-
ment of this objective”.

(27) “We will give loans to SME at 
single digit interest rates”.

(28) “We will build a more virile 
and mobile business and learning 
environment”.

(29) During the campaign in 
Ekpoma on August 3, 2016, Obaseki 
promised to re-introduce scholar-
ship and payment of bursary in all 
state-owned higher institutions.

(30) He pledged to collaborate 
with the new investor who acquired 
the Ewu Flour Mill to boost the 
economy.

(31) “We will reduce the cost of 
governance”.

(32) “We will not sack workers”.
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(33) “Many Edo people will 
generate wealth by keying into 
our value chain development 
of oil palm, cassava, cocoa, 
grains, rubber, fruits and veg-
etables”.

(34) “We will create over 
150,000 jobs within the next 
four years under a farm own-
ership and management model 
or out-growers’ scheme”.

(35) In his acceptance speech, 
he promised to work tirelessly 
to transform the state.

(36) “We build a state which 
will be anchored on a produc-
tive economy that will trans-
form and empower our citizens 
to the best level”.

(37) He promised that his 
administration would strive 
to deliver on all the promises.

 
Promises under review 
With these promises now 

under review, Edo residents 
are raising questions on wheth-
er Governor Obaseki’s prede-
cessor, who ensured his vic-
tory at both the primary and 
main elections, did not inform 
the new governor about the 
true financial position of the 
state when he was making 
the promises. Some, however, 
say it is not surprising that 
Obaseki would undertake to 
review his electoral promises, 
arguing that the governor may 
have inherited more liabilities 
than assets.

A concerned Edo citizen, 
who pleaded anonymity, said: 
“When you are blindfolded, 
you cannot see anything. God-
win Obaseki was blindfolded 
by his ambition to become gov-
ernor that he chose not to see 
what was glaring to everyone 
– that the state has been raped 
and left desolate.”

“The allure of power was 
so strong, otherwise Obaseki 
would have seen through the 
shenanigans that were shown 
to him as the true picture of 
things about Edo State. I have 
no sorry to tell him. I am only 
sorry for the masses of the 
state who are in it again,” said a 

member of the opposition PDP.
For Adesuwa Glory, a fe-

male student of the College of 
Education, Ekiadolor, Okaka, 
near Benin City, the governor’s 
decision to review his electoral 
promises after assuming office 
was ill-advised as it has created 
the perception that the new 
government has started on the 
wrong footing. She argued that 
the governor was an integral 
part of the Adams Oshiomhole 
administration and thus was 
privy to relevant information 
on the state’s finances.

She further said students of 
the state-owned higher institu-
tions and their parents are ea-
gerly waiting for the governor’s 
promise to pay bursary to stu-
dents in all state-owned higher 
institutions and the promise to 
create 200,000 jobs in his first 
term in office.

“Oshiomhole was on the stage 
with him when he was making 
all the promises, so why the 
sudden review? If Oshiomhole 
could not stop him from making 
the promises because there is no 
money, then they knew what 
they were saying to the people 
of Edo State,” she said.

Obaseki with President Muhammadu Buhari...making promises at rally

Obaseki being declared winner of  the election

Obaseki being sworn in

Obaseki in a motor-cade greets the people, acknowledging cheers

...governor’s 37 electoral pledges under review

O
n November 12, 
2016, the day he 
fo r m a l l y  t o o k 
over the mantle 
of Edo State lead-
ership from Ad-

ams Oshiomhole following 
his victory at the September 
28 gubernatorial poll, Godwin 
Obaseki of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) promised to 
fulfil all promises made while 
campaigning for the position.

Indeed, while he traversed 
the 192 wards in the 18 local 
government areas of the state 
canvassing for votes from the 
over 1.9 million eligible voters, 
Obaseki made many mouth-
watering promises, drawing 
joyful cheers from citizens 
who saw in him a man of the 
people who would wipe away 
their tears.

But in what many have 
termed “backtracking”, Gov-
ernor Obaseki, barely a week 
after he took office, announced 
that he was taking stock and 
reviewing his electoral promis-
es to see whether the resources 
available would be enough to 
meet them.

“I want to use this opportu-
nity to inform you that since 
we took over government last 
week, what we are trying to do 
is stock-taking to understand 
how things are in the Govern-
ment House, to understand 
what is going on in each minis-
try, to review the promises we 
made during our election and 
to see whether the resources 
we have are enough to meet 
those promises,” he said during 
a meeting with the state APC 
leadership and executive mem-
bers in Benin, the state capital.

In order to put issues in prop-
er perspective, BDSUNDAY has 
rummaged through the gover-
nor’s campaign speeches, social 
media comments, personal 
manifesto, inaugural speech 
and comments he made on his 
first day on the job to extract 
some of these promises.

 
The 37 promises 
(1) Construct thousands of 

kilometres of roads into rural 
communities and farms. He 
said this in his campaign inau-
guration speech.

(2) In his manifesto tagged 
“Achieving Economic Prosperi-
ty for Edo State”, Obaseki prom-
ised to create over 200,000 
new jobs in four years.

(3) “Within the first year in 
office, we will restructure and 
resolve all outstanding debt ob-
ligations with Bendel Brewery, 
Edo Line and any other State-
Owned Enterprise”.

(4) “We will attract private 
capital into all State-Owned 
Enterprises under privatization”.

(5) “We will conclude ongo-

ing efforts to complete and 
commission industries initi-
ated by the PDP government 
but abandoned before com-
missioning including Uromi 
Cassava Factory and Fertilizer 
Factory in Auchi”.

(6) “We will extend road 
networks to connect new ar-
eas not previously linked with 
the road infrastructure grid to 
facilitate the movement of peo-
ple and produce to markets”.

(7) “We will identify the 
most disadvantaged neigh-
bourhoods in the state and 
those at the greatest risk of 
flooding and channel resources 
into building necessary in-
frastructure to cater for their 
needs”.

(8) “We will determine the 
most accident-prone areas and 
provide adequate safety and 
traffic management solutions”.

(9) “In pursuit of our col-
lective desire to develop a 
competitive knowledge econ-
omy, we will introduce the 
development of broadband 
infrastructure into our road 
infrastructure and transporta-
tion network”.

(10) “We will redevelop the 
Ikpoba River valley projects 
not only to generate electricity 
but also as a source of water 
supply for industrial and do-
mestic user”.

(11) “We will provide the en-
abling environment for wom-
en to achieve their highest po-
tential by taking our initiative 
beyond the phase of empow-
ering women to empowering 
society as a whole through the 
women-in-business”.

(12) “We will invest in our 
eight technical vocational edu-
cation and training institu-
tions”.

(13) “We will create direct 
jobs for our youth through 
skills in engineering, building 
technology, agriculture, food 
sciences, and hospitality under 
entrepreneurship schemes or 
industry employment”.

(14) “We will support at least 
20,000 entrepreneurs over the 
next four years to stimulate 
the economy through Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) development creating 
no less than 50,000 additional 
jobs”.

(15) “Healthcare infrastruc-
ture will receive a boost by 
focusing government financ-
ing at the Primary Health 
Care level across the state and, 
where there is the business 
case, a mix of public and private 
capital at the tertiary levels”.

(16) “Visual and dental 
health will be integrated into 
the healthcare policy and mas-
ter plan”.

(17) “We will complete the 
renovation of school infra-

structure already commenced”.
(18) “We will introduce a 

continuous maintenance cul-
ture to ensure the sustain-
ability of the education infra-
structure”.

(19) “We will turn the Civil 
Service into a world-class work 
environment powered by in-
formation and communication 
Technology (ICT)”.

(20) “Taxation is a major 

source of government revenue but 
we will ensure a pocket-friendly tax 
regime in our drive for Internally 
Generated Revenues (IGR)”.

(21) “We will strengthen the Crimi-
nal Justice System to expedite the in-

“The current position to re-
view all the promises betrays 
the governor and the APC lead-
ers as agents of deception who 
deceived the people by making 
unrealistic promises to them,” 
she added. 

But Obasuyi Imuentiyan, a 
staunch supporter of Obaseki, 
told BDSUNDAY that review-
ing of electoral promises after 
assumption of office was now 
a global phenomenon by politi-
cians. He cited the example of 
United States President-Elect, 
Donald Trump, who has dropped 
some of his policies considered 
controversial by a section of 
American public even while he 
is yet to take oath of office.

According to Imuentiyan, 
it was possible that Adams 
Oshiomhole, who handed over 
to Godwin Obaseki, may not 
have told the new governor the 
entire truth regarding the state’s 
finances for political reasons, 
adding that if the ongoing re-
view was in the interest of the 
state, the electorates should be 
carried along.

“Donald Trump said he would 
investigate Hillary Clinton if 
elected president, but you and 

I know his new position on the 
matter. There are other prom-
ises he made during campaign 
which he has backed down 
from,” he said.

“If Obaseki gets to office and 
finds that what is on ground 
does not match his projection, 
he is free to review; that is not 
to say he is cancelling promises. 
Review would help him to prior-
itise. As far as I am concerned, he 
has not done anything wrong by 
saying he is reviewing electoral 
promises. It is better to review 
and perform than to pretend all 
is well,” he said.

Committed to fulfilling 
promises

 John Mayaki, Governor 
Obaseki’s chief press secretary, 
told BDSUNDAY that the review 
of electoral promises by the 
governor was mainly to refresh 
himself with all promises made 
and better position his govern-
ment to intelligently utilise 
available resources, adding that 
Governor Obaseki has already 
mandated some people to search 
for all the promises made during 
campaign in the 18 local govern-
ments.

“By saying he needed to re-
view electoral promises, it is to 
get people who can help fulfil 
them into government. The 
governor is ready to fulfil all the 
promises he made to the people 
of Edo State. He is not cancelling 
any of them. He will create jobs 
as he promised, and other prom-
ises. He will not renege on his 
promises. He just needs time to 
settle down, know what is avail-
able, where to appoint people, 
and reorganise the system to 
meet the present challenges,” 
Mayaki said.

“By January, appointments 
would be made, but for now he 
needs time to settle down and 
clean up a lot of issues. Governor 
Obaseki has asked somebody 
to put down everything he said 
while campaigning for office in 
each of the wards and local gov-
ernments so that he can match 
them with the budget. That is 
what he meant by reviewing 
electoral promises,” he said.

IDRIS UMAR MOMOH & NATHANIEL AKHIGBE
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Unfortunately, while 
these ladies lament their un-
paid allowances, the leader-
ship of the nigerian Football 
Federation (nFF) and the 
Sports Minister Solomon 
Dalung were shamelessly 
flown to watch the finals, 
thereafter leaving the team 
to cater for themselves. i 
can only imagine the anger 
welled up in those girls as 
they have now declared for 
a show down with govern-
ment. if this were you, what 
would you do?

on the other hand, min-
isters are busy pushing and 
shifting blames with the most 
annoying being the declara-
tion by the sports minister 
that adequate provisions 
were not made because they 
had not expected the girls to 
win. how sorry that sounds. 
it says a whole lot about the 
sort of people we are trusting 
for a better future right?

Simply put, the minister 
had no faith in the girls. he 
doesn’t even have faith in the 
system that produced him. 
it would seem the minister 
needs to be schooled in the 
art of public speaking as his 
words most times leaves ni-
gerians wondering.

how convenient that the 
minister also blamed the 
nFF leadership structure 
and called for an “immediate 
surgery” of the sports sector 
to save the country more of 
these kind of embarrassment 
in the future.

Who should carry out the 
surgery and what is his job as 
an overseer or administrator 
of the ministry? a comment 
from an exasperated reader 
online clearly asked “so this 
is what we waited for the 
President to search for in six 
months?”

on its own the sports sec-
tor has been wrought with 
all sorts of irregularities es-
pecially as relates to finances. 
it is expected that the all 
proclaimed changE wind 
would have touched the sec-
tor by now. but not so.

So Mr. Minister asked for 
a surgery and an overhaul 
right? Mr. President Sir, i 
guess it is time you carry your 
chisels and hammer and least 
i forget your magic broom 
and sweep out all the corrup-
tion and those responsible for 
the inept handling of things 
in the sector including our 
good friend Dalung out.

him to the sports community 
as one with love for the game 
and the people in it. he had 
also announced various cash 
rewards for the country’s 
sportsmen and women, who 
excelled in various competi-
tions in 2015. and that has 
been it.

at least, the subsequent 
winning teams like the rio 
Paralympics team who won 
eight gold, two silver and 
two bronze medals and the 
Super Falcons both got con-
gratulatory messages from 
the President sent out as press 
statements.

in his latest congratula-
tory message for the Falcons, 
the President, who described 
the hard-earned victory over 
the cameroonians as “very 
sweet and well-deserved,” 
particularly commended the 
nigerian women for their 
“indomitable spirit, resil-
ience and team work” which 
spurred them to victory in 
spite of a vociferous home 
crowd.

according to the state-
ment which was signed by 
the Special adviser to the 
President on Media and Pub-
licity, Femi adesina, Presi-
dent noted that the nigerian 
team achieved “this feat of 
being african champions for 
the 8th time,” a development 
he said has lifted the spirits of 
sports-loving nigerians.

he enjoined other nige-
rian sports men and women 
to emulate the exemplary 
attitude of the Super Falcons 
who placed the interest of 
the nation above personal 
interests, while assuring that 
the Federal government will 
not relent in doing its best to 
promote sports within “avail-
able resources”.

i don’t think it is too much 
for the teams to have been 
received by the President 
even if he was not ready to 
dole out cash to them for lack 
of “available resources”. Just 
maybe the meet, greet and 
cheers alongside photo ops 
will have given them some 
sense of belonging, perhaps 
they may understand our 
current situation.

according to reports the 
Falcons are owed $16,500 
each. reports also say the 
players have yet to receive 
winning bonuses for the two 
qualifiers against Senegal, as 
well as their camp allowances 
for the tournament. how did 
they cope while in camp? 
their coaches too are still be-
ing owed their monthly sala-
ries and camp allowances as 
well as match bonuses since 
March. how do you begin to 
put your best and your life on 
line for a country that doesn’t 
appreciate what you do?

l
adies and gentlemen, 
you’re welcome on 
board the Dalung 
goof airways, cruis-

ing at an unprecedented 
level of ineptitude, misplaced 
priorities and failed promises. 
Please adjust your seat belts 
once again because unfor-
tunately we are experienc-
ing some turbulence but we 
hope to take you safely to 
nowhere.

once again, it’s another 
Solomon Dalung moment 
as is the case between the 
government and the victories 
Super Falcon. it’s one horrific 
comical movie too many. on 
the one hand, some blame 
this latest misstep on the re-
cession. others say it is failure 
to plan. however, we watch 
the inglorious smear on the 
country’s image. but espe-
cially, the disappointment 
for our girls that have done 
us proud once again.

the Super Falcons, ni-
geria’s female football team, 
won the just concluded af-
rica Women cup of nations 
championship in cameroon 
for a record eight times! Yet 
they got no recognition at 
home or even a heroine’s 
welcome. instead they are 
still being owed allowances. 
how nice.

i returned from my vaca-
tion just in time to grab a seat 
to watch the whole exchange 
playing out like an old nol-
lywood movie, except that 
some of the features in it are 
still archaic.

You see, i can excuse the 
fact that nigerians are cur-
rently too engrossed in find-
ing solutions to the stom-
ach infrastructure problems 
we all face especially with 
the yuletide season right 
next door to go cheering at 
the airport the way they 
enjoyed the football match 
itself. What is government’s 
excuse for not rolling out 
the carpet? Perhaps, that is 
asking for too much? What 
is the excuse for not paying 
the ladies their entitlements?

in protest, the players 
have decided to hold on to 
the trophy until they receive 
alerts for a job well done. 
Smart right? i thought so too.

in the past when teams 
achieve this kind of feat, the 
team is usually treated to a 
dinner or cocktail with the 
President who then receives 
the trophy. this time the 
girls are holed up in a hotel 
in abuja.

on January 20th, the 
President kept a 31 year old 
promise U-16 male football 
team that won the 1985 FiFa 
championship when he was 
still in office as head of state. 
this gesture had endeared 

Dalung and his never 
ending embarrassing 
sports drama

Udom flags off 5000bpd 
modular refinery in A/Ibom

M
embers and 
re s i d e n t s 
of Umuosu, 
laguru and 

amino Ubakala com-
munities in Umuahia 
South local govern-
ment area of abia State 
now stand the risk of 
developing cancer of the 
skin and other health-
related diseases in the 
years ahead due to their 
inability to adhere to 
the healthy advice of 
relocating from under 
a 330KVa high tension 
lines that traverse the 
communities.

recall that Vice Presi-
dent Yemi osibanjo re-
cently commissioned 
the power line in akwa 
ibom State and the im-
pact of the power surge 
is already being felt in 
these communities, but 
especially in Umuosu 
where almost major-
ity of the residents live 
under the high tension 
lines.

Shortly before the 

commencement of the 
project by niger Delta 
Power holding com-
pany limited which be-
gan in 2007, the affected 
families and corporate 
bodies were notified of 
the need to move away 
from the power lines 
for the sake of safety 
and of the impending 
demolition of their an-
cestral homestead; even 
as they were assured 
of adequate compensa-
tions.

but during the assess-
ment and valuation, it 
was gathered that the 
consultants, Way leave 
consultants, reportedly 
did not do a thorough 
assessment of the prop-
erties which resulted 
in under-valuation of 
properties located under 
the power line.

When the assessment 
and valuation were 
completed, the affected 
families said they were 
handed over cheques 
considered unreason-
able, as compensations 
for their landed and in-
frastructural property 

even as it was further
gathered that the 

money released was 
grossly inadequate to 
relocate the hapless vic-
tims which hampered 
their relocation.

according to an es-
tate surveyor and val-
uer, Emeka nwaobiala 
who adopted the open 
market approach, the 
properties were greatly 
undervalued even as 
it was found out that 
Way leave consultants 
used the depreciative 
replacement method 
which was a rip off on 
the victims.

a victim, Friday ari-
wodo cyril, disclosed 
that the people were 
paid monies which 
make it impossible for 
them to relocate since 
they would still buy 
land before erecting 
their houses just as he 
insisted that what the 
consultants did was a 
rip off on the hapless 
owners who just ac-
cepted the money of-
fered them in order not 
to lose out.

Abia residents live in fear as NDPHC 
energises power transmission lines

g
o v e r n o r 
Udom Em-
manuel of 
akwa ibom 
State has per-

formed the foundation-
laying ceremony for the 
establishment of a 5000 
barrel refinery located 
in ikwe community, in 
onna local government 
area of the state.

re epres ente d by 
chairman, Foreign Di-
rect investment com-
mittee, gabriel Ukpeh, 
the governor lauded the 
management of ikwe-
onna refinery limited 
for keying into his vision 
to industrialise the state.

“i have always said 
that though government 
plays key role in the lives 
of the people it is not the 
only source of growth 
and development. gov-
ernment’s role is to 
provide social services 
and ensure that people 
have a conducive envi-
ronment to aspire and 
achieve their dreams. So 
far, we have done that,” 
Emmanuel said. 

according to him, 
“What we are witness-
ing today represents a 

concrete move in that di-
rection. i will personally 
visit the place to see how 
it is progressing. When 
completed, this project 
will open up this area 
to a wide range of eco-
nomic activities. it will 
also create jobs for the 
teeming youths of this 
area and its environs.

“i, therefore, urge 
the youths of this com-

munity to maintain the 
peace and deep sense 
of cooperation with the 
contractors and be good 
ambassadors of this 
community. We have 
endeavoured to keep our 
campaign promises by 
executing a number of 
laudable projects in in-
frastructure, agriculture 
and in investment. We 

shall continue to keep 
our eyes on the ball. no 
one can pull us down.”

in his remarks, the 
Managing Director of 
ikwe-onna refinery 
limited, Daminabo og-
aji, said the project was 
designed as a model to 
encourage local refinery 
development and peace-
ful operation aimed at 
ensuring an end to the 
incessant short supply 
of petroleum products 
causing a huge drag on 
nigerian Forex reserve.

“We are determined 
and ready to use our 
p osition to drive a 
unique industrial revo-
lution, being one of the 
foremost local content 
refinery promoters in 
nigeria and in West af-
rica to deepen refining 
capacity of nigeria and 
indeed africa.”

Earlier, founder and 
chairman, board of the 
company, bassey rex, 
said: “With a start up 
capacity of 5,000 barrels 
per day, to be beefed up 
to 20, 000 bpd in the me-
dium term, and further 
to at least 100, 000 bpd in 
the long term. a total of 
50.1 hectares of land has 
been earmarked for the 
purpose of the project.”

Udom emmanuel
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Kano manufacturers accuse banks of sabotaging 
CBN`s directive on forex disbursement     

I
ndustrialists in Kano State 
have alleged that the latest 
move by the Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) to allocate 
60 percent of all forex al-

locations to the manufacturing 
sector as a way of assisting them 
to augment productivity is being 
sabotaged by some commercial 
banks.

The manufacturers noted 
with concern that some of the 
banks are fraudulently diverting 
the forex allocated to them to 
other purposes rather than al-
locating them to those it is meant 
for.      This observation was the 
dominant issue during the 43rd 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
of the Manufacturers Association 
of Nigeria (MAN), held in Kano, 
recently.         

Speaking at the AGM with 
the theme ‘Present Dispensation 
and Socio-Economic Challenges 
to Manufacturing Sector’, Ali 
Madugu, deputy-president of 
the association, who represented 
the national president at the 
association, Frank Udemba Ja-
cobs, personally confirmed the 
unwholesome activities of some 
of the banks as regard forex dis-
bursement.

Madugu disclosed that he re-
ceived an electronic mail from an 
Agent of one of the commercial 
banks involved in the alleged 
diversion of the forex, asking him 
if he was interested in making a 
purchase.

Although Madugu did not dis-
close that identity of the bank, he 
however, revealed that the Agent 
of the bank, who pretended to be 
operating offshore offered to sell 
forex to him beyond the CBN-ap-
proved buying price, urging the 
CBN to take note of the situation.

“We are worried that while 
government, and the CBN, in 
particular, are trying to ensure 
that emphasis is given to manu-
facturers in the disbursement of 
the forex, some banks are making 

it difficult for those that the policy 
is meant for to get them.

“Some of these banks have 
resorted to diverting the forex al-
located to them to other purposes. 
We even have situations where 
some of these banks are charging 
extra amounts from the approved 
rate from us. The CBN must look 
into this,” he noted.            

BSUNDAY observed that the 
dominant complaint that char-
acterised the annual meeting was 
the outcry by most members of 
the association of their inability to 
secure forex for their operations.

The Nigeria’s apex bank, the 
CBN since the advent of the 
present administration has in-
troduced several policy directive 
guiding the disbursement Foreign 
Exchange to end users in the 
country.

One of the directives was con-
tained in a circular TED/FEM/
FPC/GEN/01/007, issued three 
months ago which stipulated that 
60percent of all forex disburse-
ment should be allocated to the 
manufacturing players in the 
nation`s economy.

Under the directive, the CBN 
mandated that the balance of 

40percent of the allocations be set 
aside to meet all trade obligations, 
and visible as well as invisible 
transactions.

Indications have emerged 
that the CBN had released about 
$414 million out of $500 million 
for allocation to manufacturing 
and other critical sectors, but the 
banks are not co-operating in dis-
bursing the fund to the targeted 
end users thereby frustrating a 
critical policy.

In the address delivered on 
behalf of Frank Udemba Jacobs, 
national president, MAN, he said 
that the resource-based indus-
trialisation policy adopted by 
the Federal Government is one 
of the creative moves capable of 
re-positioning manufacturing 
activities in the country.

The trade group expressed 
support for the initiative, believ-
ing that the policy would assist in 
reducing the demand for forex to 
import essential raw materials for 
production, which has been a ma-
jor challenge in the recent times.

He said: “As we have always 
said, the manufacturing sector 
remains the most viable ally of 
government in this regard, as it 

creates wealth, generates em-
ployment, and engenders skills 
acquisition.

“The resource-based industri-
alisation policy which involves 
the utilisation of the nation’s 
abundant natural resources in 
producing the products that the 
country needs would not come 
without a cost for some manu-
facturers as such manufactur-
ers may have retooled existing 
technologies and production 
processes.” Commenting on the 
AGM, the chairman of the Bom-
pai branch of Kano MAN, Sulei-
man Umar, who presided over 
the ceremony, disclosed that the 
event was an occasion set aside 
annually to review and reflect 
on the performance of manufac-
turing and the general economic 
outlook in the state.

“The AGM is a time to review 
and reflect on the performance of 
manufacturers in particular and 
the real sector in general over the 
last one year. The performance 
of the manufacturing sector in 
Kano for the last one year can-
not be isolated from the general 
economic outlook in the coun-
try. The real sector provides the 

foundation for industrial growth 
and the economy of the country,” 
Umar said.

“Our hope is that the present 
administration will create an 
enabling environment that will 
attract investment, both foreign 
and domestic by eliminating un-
necessary taxes that have become 
a burden on manufacturers,” he 
further said, adding: “You may re-
call that Federal Government has 
already taken bold step of ban-
ning the use of Tax Consultant in 
collection of taxes as it is contrary 
to the provision of Taxes and Lev-
ies Act. We hope that Kano State 
Government will follow suit.”

According to him, “MAN has 
since been championing the 
campaign for government to en-
courage Ministries, Departments 
and Agencies, to patronise made-
in-Kano goods. We hope that 
government will make a policy 
of utilising domestic products a 
priority.

“The empowerment of youth 
through skills acquisition is a 
necessary pre-requisite for em-
ployment generation in most 
companies. Government should 
take a bold step by establishing 
skills acquisition centres to help 
the teeming youth. In this regard 
we will like to laud the govern-
ment on its planned multi-skills 
acquisition centre

“Ensuring electricity is gener-
ated and distributed effectively 
is the key to the development 
of manufacturing sector. We 
hope that the Government will 
speed up the completion of the 35 
mega watt hydro power plant at 
Tiga/Challawa George Dams and 
the signing of power purchase 
agreement with manufacturers 
to boost power production in the 
state,” Suleiman added.

Kano State Governor, Abdul-
lahi Umar Ganduje, was repre-
sented at the occasion by the 
Commissioner for Commerce, In-
dustry, and Tourism, Rabiu Bako, 
while, the Emir of Kano, was 
represented by the District head 
of Tudun Wada, Aliyu Dankadai.                

Tiwa Savage, Funke Akindele joins Sunny On Sunday performers’ list

M
avin Records 
Q u e e n , 
Tiwa Savage 
is the latest 

addition to the roll call 
of performers for the 
Sunny On Sunday con-
cert commemorating the 
70th birthday ceremony 
of Juju music icon, King 
Sunny Ade.

She joins a star-stud-
ded list of artistes includ-
ing the likes of Awilo 
Logomba, Onyeka On-
wenu, Sir Shina Peters, 
Darey, Omawumi, DJ 
Jimmy Jatt, Iyanya, Jeff 
and Tyson Noir.

Similarly, Temple 
Management Company 
who are the brain behind 
the event have also un-
veiled the Jenifa’s Diary 
duo of Funke Akindele  
and Lolo Omotunde to 
join Tee A as hosts for 
the night. 

Packaged by lead-
ing talent agency and 
event management firm, 
Temple Management 
Company, the world-
class concert holds this 
Sunday, December 11 
at the Temple Balmoral 
Marquee, Federal Palace 
Hotel, Victoria Island, 

Lagos. It will be shown 
live by Multichoice Ni-
geria on DStv Channel 
198 and GOtv Channel 
29 on Sunday, December 
11, 2016.

Speaking on her per-
formance, Tiwa Sav-
age enthused, “Person-
ally, I have been looking 
forward to honouring 
King Sunny Ade and 
when this chance came, 
I grabbed. Long before 
I dreamt of pursuing a 
music career, King Sunny 
Ade has paved the way 
for us especially on the 
international stage. On 

a personal note, I still 
remember how he can-
celled other requests to 
perform at my wedding 
ceremony and I will nev-
er forget his that rare act 
of graciousness”

Another major high-
light of the event will be 
the auction of one of King 
Sunny Ade’s famous gui-
tar masterfully painted 
award-winning artiste, 
Victor Ehikhamenor. Ac-
cording to Terfa Tilley-
Gyado, Director Commu-
nication, Temple Man-
agement, the master-
piece is a collector’s item 

AdeolA AjAkAiye, kano

and has been receiving 
anonymous bids. The 
section will be moder-
ated by United Auction 
House.

A n  e c s t a t i c 
Ehikhamenor said, 
“When you are given the 
opportunity to add a line 
to the history of a legend, 
you’d better ask God to 
take your hand and guide 
your senses. I’ve loved 
King Sunny Ade’s music 
for the longest time and 
his rhythm is one of the 
best companion in my 
studio when working.

He added, “it was a 

pleasure creating on 
this guitar for his 70th 
birthday concert coming 
up this December. I just 
heard him say on TV “I 
have many guitars, but 
this is my favourite. I call 
it my baby.” Now Bellagio, 
Italy just got warmer for 
me this winter morning.

On a radio appear-
ance, King Sunny Ade 
has promised his fans 
one of the biggest gifts. 
“This is one of my biggest 
nights ever and I prom-
ise to give my audience 
something to remember 
for a long time to come.” 
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BB Buzz: The king of publicity

O
ver the last one or 
two years, some 
of the most inter-
esting campaigns 

that have been on social 
media had the inputs of BB 
Buzz.

“Nobody handles cam-
paigns effectively like we 
do”, says Yomi Olaniwun, 
during a chat with BD SUN-
DAY, and boasts that “Most 
of the trends for brands that 
you notice on Twitter were 
actually handled by us. We 
know how to make stories 
trend and have a couple of 
brands whose social media 
space we manage from the 
back end. Though we start-
ed with the blog as an entry 
strategy, we now handle 
back ends for brands on the 
digital platform”.

 Olaniwun is the founder 
of BB Buzz, (Bold Brand 
Buzz) and has been in mar-
keting communications 

most of his career life; man-
aging both local and global 
brands at different times in 
the process.

 “I was the project head 
for the launch of Guinness 
New Pack (Colourful world 
of More Concert). I managed 
the project from ‘the Pitch to 
the Execution phase’; one of 
the high points of my career. 
I left SO&U as head of the 
Guinness team to resume 
at BB Buzz as the Chief En-
gagement Officer”.

BBB is a digital marketing 
agency that used blogging as 
an entry strategy, offering 
online campaign manage-
ment and help brands speak 
the language the youths 
understand.

 “The agency was pas-
sionately established to 
get brands to relate with 
their online consumers in 
a relatively informal but 
interesting manner. In the 
past, brand stories have 
been found to be boring, 
filled with too much gram-
mar and less of lines that 
would connect to consum-
ers; Online consumers are 
human beings, why com-
municate with them like 
they were robots. That was 
what gave birth to BBBUZZ 
There should be a blog that 
would sell brand stories in 
the most conventional and 
interesting manner.

“Our target audience 
have always been tertiary 
students, fresh graduates 

and young entrepreneurs. 
BB Buzz was registered as 
a business on the 5th of 
November 2012 but it didn’t 
become operational until 
two years after- 2014. Even 
after the two years, it was 
mainly the blogging arm 
of the business that was 
functional. We needed the 
acronym BB, because it was 
the most attractive “digital 
speak” as at then and most 
people still think BB stands 
for Blackberry,” explained 
Olaniwun.

With this objective in 
mind, he says, BBB chose to 
go the digital way because 
of the future ofwas the 
project head for ‘Maltina 
Dance All’ a few years ago, 
during the project, I pushed 
a lot of communication 
materials on my personal 
social media accounts and I 
saw the mileage in terms of 
talk-ability for the project, 
also the traffic it pulled to 
the show gave me a strong 
insight into the future of 
what “Pop Culture” would 
be. It would be centred 
about the digital world; 
that is why we are the 
number one agency when 
it comes to making events/
topics trend on Twitter. We 
are extremely good at it”, 
he said.

After these few years of 
observing the business, the 
agency’s vision is to become 
the most reliable digital mar-
keting agency.

The Future Awards Africa recognises 5 young trailblazers 
in business, made-in-Nigeria consumer products

T
he #BuyNige-
riantoGrow-
t h e N a i r a 
c a m p a i g n 
has got a ma-

jor boost from Africa’s 
biggest youth event, The 
Future Awards Africa. 
This is as five young Ni-
gerians who have ideat-
ed and created thriving 
homegrown products 
have been nominated 
(in the business catego-
ry) for this year’s award.

The nominees are Af-
fiong William of Reel 
Fruit, Seyi/Seun Abo-
laji of Wilson’s Drinks, 
Seun Sangoleye of Baby 
Grubz Nigeria, Ifeanyi 
Orajakar of GVE Proj-
ects, and Yasmin Belo-
Osagie/Afua Osei of She 
Leads Africa.

The Future Awards 
Africa recognizes talent, 
hard work and achieve-
ment in young people 
aged 18-32 across the 
continent. It has done so 
for 11 years now.

This year, its focus 
from has returned from 

bridge of innovation 
between disconnected 
Nigerians and power. 
Through partnerships, 
GVE Projects has in-
stalled a cumulative ca-
pacity of 500 KW, gen-
erated 1GWhrs of clean, 
reliable and affordable 
electricity impacting 
1,320 households, cre-
ated 500 jobs, trained 
260 young people and 
created N16 million in 
wealth in the communi-
ties affected.

The Future Awards 
Africa,  in bringing 
young Nigerians such 
as these five business-
people to the fore, as-
sures us that even in a 
difficult recession year, 
hope springs eternal. 
Indeed, these are the 
ones shaping our eco-
nomic future. With their 
businesses continuing to 
thrive, wealth will grow 
and stay within Nigeria’s 
borders to be enjoyed 
and shared by citizens. 
And that is the kind of 
future we want shaped. 
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a continental one to a 
country-specific one: 
Nigeria. It has identified 
about 105 key players 
shaping the future in 
their various industries.

Perhaps the most no-
table of the nominees 
are the brother busi-
nessmen pair of Seun 
and Seyi Abolaji, who 
recently won the All 
Africa Business Leaders 
Awards (AABLA) for 
Young Business Lead-
er of the Year – West 
Africa. Their business 
solves a simple problem. 
It created a non-fizzy, 
non-concentrate, ultra-
healthy drink from a 
fruit that’s become a cul-
tural sensation thanks to 
a record-shattering al-
bum of the same name: 
lemonade!

The brothers’ rise to 
success is also one of 
inspiration. They started 
their business with just 
N2,000. Their base is 
in Iju Ota, Ogun State, 
where they hire entirely 
local hands and talent 

MaBel DiMMa

to grow, harvest, pro-
cess fresh produce. They 
have changed a nation’s 
mindset about its choice 
of refreshing drinks.

Similar to Wilson’s 
Drinks are Baby Grubz 
and Reel Fruit. The for-
mer is a business of baby 
food sourced from lo-
cally-grown, harvested 
produce. Sangoleye’s is 
another simple but fairly 
innovative product for 
the market. Before her 
business came along, 
baby food was strictly 

an importer’s market. 
There were no options 
for made-in-Nigeria 
baby food. All that has 
now changed.

Reel Fruit by Affiong 
Williams also fills in 
a gap: for indigenous 
snacks. Her trump card 
is her snacks aren’t just 
that but they are healthy 
as well. They are dried 
fruit and come in quan-
tities most doctors will 
recommend per con-
sumption of fruit every 
day. Hers is probably the 

business that has most 
potential for export. For 
decades, the West has 
shipped its snacks to us 
to buy. Now, we have a 
chance to return the fa-
vour and make a killing.

Rounding up the 
nominee list is She Leads 
Africa and GVE Proj-
ects. She Leads Africa 
is in a class of its own 
as it has built the clout, 
means and resources 
to empower, acceler-
ate, invite funding for 
the other businesses in 
this category. She Leads 
Africa is an incubator 
of inspiration, training 
and empowerment that 
helps African women to 
build the career of their 
dreams.

GVE Projects, on the 
other hand, is trying to 
help us all live better 
quality lives. Orajakar, 
its 28-year-old CEO, is a 
visionary who plans to 
bring clean energy to a 
critical mass of people. 
He is a social entrepre-
neur who has been a 

Yomi Olaniwun

Stanbic iBTC Pension managers highlight 
benefits of micro pension scheme

S
tanbic IBTC Pension 
Managers Limited, a 
member of Stanbic 
IBTC Holdings PLC, 

has described the proposed 
micro pension scheme 
as having the capacity to 
deepen asset accumulation 
in Nigeria, which will also 
provide the vital capital 
required for investment 
in critical sectors of the 
economy.

Chief Executive, Stanbic 
IBTC Pension Managers 
Limited, Eric Fajemisin, said 
as an initiative designed to 
cover over 70 percent of 
Nigeria’s working popula-
tion in the informal sector, 
the mini or micro pension 
scheme offers enormous 
benefits to the society, even 
though there are also some 
challenges.

Fajemisin, who spoke 
during an interactive ses-
sion with the media in La-
gos on December 1, 2016, 
also reviewed some provi-
sions of the 2014 Pension 
Reform Act and the impact 
on the Contributory Pen-
sion Scheme (CPS).

The micro p ension 
scheme, when finalized, 
would ensure improved 
standard of living for the el-
derly, guarantee the safety 
of funds and may provide 
access to other incentives, 
such as mortgage facili-
ties and health insurance, 
Fajemisin stated. Other 

benefits would likely in-
clude flexible contribution 
remittances, the opportu-
nity to make withdrawal 
prior to retirement and the 
enhancement of financial 
inclusion and attainment 
of economic stability objec-
tives.

On the other hand, 
the initiative faces such 
challenges as insufficient 
awareness and negative 
perception towards pen-
sions, modest financial 
literacy in the country, 
the high cost of carrying 
out awareness of the CPS, 
lack of reliable data on the 
informal sector and low 
buy-in by unions in the 
sector, among others. These 
challenges, he noted, are 
expected to be addressed 
prior to commencement of 
the scheme and thereafter.

On the enabling law, the 
Stanbic IBTC helmsman 
noted that the introduction 
of more stringent penalties 
for erring operators and 
directors, especially as it 
relates to mismanagement 
of funds, has engendered 
greater corporate gover-
nance, making it almost 
impossible to misapply pen-
sion funds by anyone. By 
increasing the contribu-
tions of the employer and 
employee to 10 and 8 per-
cent respectively, Fajemisin 
said the Act has ensured the 
availability of more benefits 

to contributors at retire-
ment. In addition, the Act 
makes the non-remittance 
of employees’ contribution 
by the employer an offence 
which the National Pension 
Commission (PenCom) can 
prosecute in court.

Amongst its provisions, 
which expanded the cov-
erage net, private sector 
organizations with just 
three employees or more 
are now free to register 
under the scheme; while 
the law also compels an 
employer to open a Tem-
porary Retirement Savings 
Account (TRSA) on behalf 
of an employee that fails 
to open a Retirement Sav-
ings Account within three 
months of being employed.

Fajemisin restated that 
the CPS, with 7.3 million 
registered Retirement Sav-
ings Account (RSA) holders, 
presents a clear path for 
employees to maintain and 
enjoy a life of comfort in re-
tirement.  He said as people 
head towards retirement, 
a decision about the type 
of life they wish to live in 
retirement should not be 
made from the hip, but rath-
er through a well-structured 
financial planning process. 
The process, he said, should 
commence from the day 
one takes on a first job and 
involves setting aside part 
of current income into a 
retirement savings account.
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Marketplace: World effect

T
he design of man 
according to God 
is for man to get 
his nourishment 
from the WORD, 

because man is a product of 
the WORD (1pet.1:23, James 
1:18). Your sustenance is a 
product of your essence, what 
you are made of. Beyond the 
parlance of man being physi-
cal, man is a spirit, he has a 
soul and he lives in a body. 
Because the body of a man 
is formed from the soil, his 
sustenance physically comes 
from the soil. But the most 
important part of a man is 
his Spirit, the communica-
tion point between himself 
and God. For God is a Spirit...
The WORD of God is the 

food of the Spirit, our spirit, 
it contains our essence (...the 
WORD that I speak, they are 
Spirit and life, John 6:63). So 
our mainstay as believers is 
the WORD of God. As physi-
cal food is to our body, so is 
the WORD of God to our spirit 
man. We are never designed 
to live outside the WORD; we 
are never supposed to live 
daily without the WORD of 
God. If indeed that is true and 
it is, then every area of our 
lives should be governed by 
the word of God, whether it 
is our career or business they 
are all inseparable. While this 
is true in itself, it is not true in 
the lives of every believer do-
ing business or in one career 
or the other. There is a dis-
connect, because of a general 
perception that God sleeps in 
church and can only be met 
or visited on Sunday, so His 
reality is far from us.

If for whatever reason we 
dare to call his name in the 
course of our business or in 
the office it doesn’t neces-
sarily mean we believe Him 
to come through for us, it is 

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org

just a cliché that we are used 
to. Our hopes and trust are 
not in Him.

Many may debunk this 
assertion but it doesn’t make 
it to be untrue. Many will 
remain in the same position 
throughout life because their 
trust and faith is either in 
their ability, or in another 
man. The consequence of 
this out rightly WOEFUL. 
As carrier of God, at no point 
must God be left out of our 
consciousness as our helper 
and deliverer. Our place of 
security is in God. The world 
we live in is the one which 
the devil has taken time to 
establish his systems and 
processes before Jesus came. 
Our adversary, the devil is al-
ready defeated but not caged. 
He still parades himself to the 
whole world as though he is 
still in charge, and most times 
it appears so. Except there is a 
koinonia between us and the 
Holy Spirit to keep the fire 
of God in our lives burning 
bright, we are preys in his 
hands and have no solution 
to his antics.

So knowing God inti-
mately is not an alternative. 
My life as a businessman 
adhered closely to God, as 
I consider it impossible to 
survive in business without 
God in an environment like 
ours. If you choose not to 
know and serve God, then 
you have no choice but to 
serve the devil and he would 
enslave you and make your 
life miserable. In business 
each day churns out its own 
challenges these challenges 
we are confronted with are 
out of this world, and you 
are expected to resolve them 
otherwise they bury you. If 
you don’t have God on your 
side, then you would face 
a free fall and you will be a 
prey in this fallen world. Our 
prayers should be that God 
Will open eyes to know the 
purpose of His word on our 
lives and that we may work 
worthy of it.

As we dumb down to-
wards the end of the year 
make the WORD of God your 
priority.

 Remain blessed.

F
or those that would 
love to learn the ru-
diments of writing 
a good and com-

prehensive business plan; 
here are the steps

 Business plan:
Executive Summary
• Vision and Strategy
• Business Description
• Your Customers
• The Market Place
•  Marketing and Sales
• The Team
• Operations and Infra-

structure
• Legal
•  Financial and Fund-

ing.
- Action Planning.
Let’s get into these de-

tails and discuss, before I 
would elaborate the vari-
ous steps, application and 
use.

 How many of us have 
wondered why the banks 
and notable investors in 
Nigeria have refused to 
deal with startups, and 
why it has remained a 
myth for the MSMEs to 
grow beyond the one man-
business status, and to 
really to get into  big time 
businesses. 

Banks  and any notable 
investor is into serious  
business and has several 
options for their funds;  
so they are not guided by 
hearsay, opinions, senti-
ments or emotions when 
putting the money into 
any venture or business 
activity.  The standard rule 
is to be well guided and fol-
low well tested principles 

and data. If you have no 
facts to substantiate your 
requests and claims, then 
your application will be 
relegated to the bin.  This 
could be why all those 
proposals and requests to 
the banks, etcetera have 
refused to yield fruit, even 
those requests to uncles 
and the likes. 

Ask yourself, if some-
one should come to you 
and demand to see your 
business records, what you 
have got to present.  What 
if an investor shows up 
with an interest in your 
business, or a big time sup-
plier or an associate comes 
along, what transactional 
story of your business or 
the road map of your en-
terprise have you got to 
show.

There are things we 
need to understand and 
get right before getting 
into the art of business 
writing - because they 
are predicated upon those 
things. You must under-
stand the enormity of the 
importance of business 
writing , especially a busi-
ness plan and feasibility 
studies to know why you  
must have it first sorted 
out before getting into that 
business of yours, and if 
you are already operating 
the business, you need to 
understand why a well 
written and mapped out 
plan for that business is 
needed, and why you have 
to quickly prepare one im-
mediately in order to  get 

Business writing for entrepreneurs (1)
your bearings right (you 
can contact me for the 
writing of your business 
plan, feasibility studies, 
etcetera)

 You must understand 
that your credit worthi-
ness, investment adequacy 
and credit supplies are 
based on how much your 
business is well structured 
and working a planned 
rope.

Here is a model of credit 
worthiness measurement: 
The Three C’s of Credit

Character: refers to how 
a person has handled past 
debt obligations: From the 
credit history and personal 
background, honesty and 
reliability of the borrower 
to pay credit debts is de-
termined.

Capacity: refers to how 
much debt a borrower can 
comfortably handle. In-
come streams are analyzed 
and any legal obligations 
looked into, which could 
interfere in repayment.

Capital: refers to cur-
rent available assets of the 
borrower, such as real es-
tate, savings or investment 
that could be used to repay 
debt if income should be 
unavailable. 

CAMEL is a tool some-
times used for assessing 
credit-worthiness of a bor-
rower. CAMEL refers to

•  Capital •  Assets• 
Management • Equity • 
Liquidity. 

Must one have a busi-
ness plan and conduct a 
feasibility studies before 
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n idea is a thought, 
concept or inspi-
ration in the mind 
of a man which 

addresses a particular need 
or defines a course of ac-
tion. Ideas are potentially 
domiciled in the mind, and 
hidden from the full glare of 
the outside world.In under-
scoring the power of ideas, 
Robert Schuller in his book, 
Tough Times Never Last, 
But Tough People Do,asserts 
that ‘greatness does not de-
pend upon your position in 
life, but upon your respect of 
the positive ideas that flows 
into your imagination.’ Ideas 
help us to explore our men-
tal productivity. No man 
can function or produce 
optimally without a good 

idea. One of the challenges 
we face as humans is how to 
bring out our ideas from the 
realm of the unseen to the 
physical realm. Except there 
is a deliberate and conscious 
effort to turn your ideas 
into wealth, it would be as 
though you never had one.

To create wealth from 
your idea, you must give 
it a commercial value by 
translating it into a product 
or service. Before this can be 
achieved, you have to test 
the commercial viability 
of your idea vis-à-vis the 
location, marketability, need 
and contemporariness. You 
must ascertain whether 
your idea is contemporary, 
original and marketable. 
You have to find out if your 
idea is going to provide any 
solution to a particular hu-
man need.

 four Basic ingredients 
of a Good idea are:

• Practicability - Will it 
respond to a basic human 
need?

• Creativity- can it be 
done beautifully and better?

•       Uniqueness- can it be 
done differently to be able to 
stand out from all others?

•       Excellence- can it be 
a little better than anything 
else that is being offered?

 To turn your ideas into 
a product that can generate 
wealth, the following strate-
gies are beneficial:

• Test the market - do not 
assume that your products 
would sell, simply because 
you have a product. Before 
you churn out your product 
in large numbers into the 
market, you should find out 
if customers are willing to 
buy the product at the price 
slated for it.

• Create the demand- 
having ascertained that 
customers need your prod-
uct, you have to create the 
demand by making the 
product accessible to those 
who need it.  Define your 
market properly and seg-
regate the wider market to 
ascertain the areas where 
your product is needed and 
the areas where they are 

not. Make sure your busi-
ness or marketing plan is 
good enough to generate 
enough demand for the 
product for optimum profit.

 •  Assemble a team- 
every idea needs a team 
to make it a reality. Every 
product needs a team to 
make its demand effective.  
According to Cooper Smith, 
‘Build the team early, and 
build it around shared val-
ues. Because if you bring 
on employees and partners 
and you agree upon com-
mon values, you can use 
those values to come to 
decisions.’ Your team must 
be pro-active, pragmatic and 
performance oriented.

•  Operational policy- 
your business must have its 
own operational philosophy 
and policy. There should 
be a laid down business 
policy and philosophy that 
should form the basis for 
decision making. The busi-
ness should define its budget 
and implementation plans, 
structure, profit policy, re-
cruitment policy, and so on.

• Innovational- entre-
preneurs are innovators. 
Innovation makes entrepre-
neurs stand out, either by 
introducing new products 
into the market or improv-
ing on existing ones.

•     Branding- make your 
product a brand customers 
would be proud to spend 
their money on. Product 
excellence and customer 
satisfaction is the key to 
branding. 

 Robert Schuller says: 
“Don’t allow lack of money 
to determine your dreams 
or your goals.Nobody has a 
money problem; it is always 
an idea problem.Poverty 
is not lack of money, but 
lack of idea. Get a good idea 
first! Money flows to good 
ideas.”According to profes-
sional boxing manager Cus 
D’Amato:“The hero and the 
coward both feel exactly 
the same fear; only the hero 
confronts his fear and con-
verts it into fire. So, CON-
VERT YOUR IDEAS INTO 
WEALTH.

Turning your ideas 
into wealth

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.
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getting into any business? 
My sincere answer is YES, 
because no matter how 
sure you are of yourself, 
your experiences and 
competence, nobody will 
follow you if you are not 
certain of your destina-
tion and the road leading 
to that point.

Don’t expect any in-
vestment or credit from 
anybody without a clear 
display of your business 
journey, a good structur-
ing and a lay out of its 
processes. 

We would continue 
with this article next week 
as we discuss further, 
however you can contact 
me for business advisory 
services and training - 
send me a message via 
WhatsApp or SMS..
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I
f a party to a land in dispute 
has produced and tendered the 
survey plan showing the area 
it is claiming with certainty 

and ascertainable boundaries, that 
party needs not call a surveyor to 
testify before the courts.

It should be noted that if the 
defendant fails to raise the issue of 

M
uch more should 
be done than said 
by governments 
and their agencies 
when it comes to 

the role of research institutes and 
the diversification of economy 
to agriculture. For instance, only 
recently, the Senate Committee on 
Science and Technology,  led by its 
Chairman, Senator Ajayi Boroffice 
paid a working visit to the Federal 
Institute of Industrial Research, 
FIIRO, Oshodi and praised the 
efforts of the Institute for coming 
up with 250 technologies waiting 
for commercialization and good 
enough to assist the country in 
that regard.

Boroffice said: “FIIRO is capable 
of contributing to the development 
of the economy this time the 
country is in dire need to diversify 
the economy.

“There is no country in the 
world that has made it without 
science and technology. If we 
are serious about it we should 
commit more money on science 

and technology. The level of 
industrialisation is commensurate 
with the percentage of the GDP of 
science and technology”. Well said!

B u t  h o w  mu c h  o f  t h e 
previous and next budget is 
devoted to agriculture, science 
and technology as well as the 
cash-strapped research institutes, 
including FIIRO? That is the 
million-naira question.

Yet,over the years the Institute 
has put the results of its Research 
and Development ( R&D) at the 
disposal of interested Nigerians, 
using technology transfer services 
to enable them exploit such results 
for better living and economic 
benefits. Towards this end, it 
transfers the process technologies 
of its ready-for-commercialisation 
projects to the public, through 
scheduled training courses, 
technical assistance services, 
acquisition of machinery and 
equipment as well as licensing.

The technologies for which 
training courses are organised 
include: Mechanised cassava 
flour production, mechanised 
production of fufu, cassava chips 
and pellets production, palm wine 
bottling and preservation, edible 
mushroom production and dry 
milling of grains and legumes.

O t h e r s  i n c l u d e  i n s t a n t 
pounded yam flour production, 
fruit juice extraction, Zoborodo 
drink production, and essential 
oils extraction (from lemon grass, 
eucalyptus and citronella leaves). 
Some interesting technological 
breakthroughs which Nigerians 
can delve into for both food 
security and employment/wealth 
generation are: Cassava-wheat 
flour composite bread production, 
mechanised production of gari, 
lafun, fufu and starch from 

cassava roots. Beneficial also are 
the production of glucose syrup 
from cassava starch, production of 
noodles from cassava, mechanised 
production of cassava flour, 
production of cassava chips and 
pellets.

In fact, the Institute has 
gained popularity from soy-ogi 
production using local cereals, 
fortified with soybean (a weaning 
food for infants as substitute for 
imported baby food), production 
of potable alcohol from palm wine 
and other fermentable worts.

In a similar vein, there are other 
areas of agriculture and its allied 
products that job seekers could be 
trained in for self actualisation. 
These include the production of 
table vinegar from fermented 
palm wine, preservation and 
bottling of palm wine, improved 
traditional fish and meat smoking 
techniques.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  s e v e r a l 
industrialists have gained from 
the production of brewer’s malt 
and malt beverage from sorghum, 
production of ale from sorghum 
malt and the production of 
livestock feed antibiotics. Not 
left out are the development of 
composite flour from local cereals 
and wheat for confectioneries 
baking, production of ethanol 
from cassava peels, detoxification 
of cassava starch for use in the food 
and pharmaceutical industries, 
and edible mushroom production.

Research and development (R 
& D) projects

The Institute’s  res earch 
projects have relevance to the 
technological and economic 
problems of the nation. They are 
initiated in-house in pursuance 
of the Institute’s mandate and as 
a demonstration of its problem-

solving posture. Such projects 
are in consonance with the set 
objectives of the Institute and are 
embarked upon after thorough 
investigations of the desirability 
through market research and 
enquiries. Results are documented 
and can be obtained by interested 
individuals. Those that have high 
potentials or commercial prospects 
are transferred to entrepreneurs.

 Biotechnology R & D projects
 Soy-Gari production
Gari is a cassava product that 

serves as a staple food for most 
Nigerians. It is in the form of tiny 
granules which can be consumed 
directly, or after soaking in water, 
with or without any supplement. 
In order to make it more nutritious, 
its protein level could be raised 
from about 1% to 10% by enriching 
it with soy beans. The Institute 
successfully carried out research 
into the production of a high 
protein gari using soybean. This 
will reduce the incidence of 
protein deficiency diseases among 
the consumers.

 Detoxified Cassava starch 
production

The biggest shortcoming of 
cassava starch is hydrocyanic acid, 
which limits its use in industries 
especially the pharmaceutical 
industries. Detoxification is 
the process through which it is 
removed and the starch becomes 
safe for use, not only in the textile 
industry but also in the food and 
pharmaceutical industries.

 
Production of glucose syrup 

from cassava starch
The production of glucose syrup 

from cassava starch using gluco-
amylase which was obtained by 
solid state fermentation of rice 
bran with the fungus Aspergillus 

niger on laboratory scale has 
been established. The enzymic 
hydrolysis of cassava starch gave 
glucose syrup which has a pH 6.0’ 
specific gravity 1.0’ total reducing 
sugars 30.4%, total solids 80% 
and dextrose equivalent 38%. 
Glucose syrup is a sweetener 
used industrially in Nigeria, for 
example in the food, soft drink 
and confectionary industries. 
The establishment of a process 
for conversion of cassava starch to 
glucose syrup would enhance the 
local capability of glucose syrup 
production.

 Soy dawadawa
Microbiological, biochemical, 

chemical and nutritional studies 
have been carried out on this food 
condiment made from soy and 
locust beans. Other studies on it 
include investigation of enzymes 
of significance in the fermentation 
p r o c e s s e s ,  f e r m e n t a t i o n 
equipment and control system 
for optimization and scale up 
of traditional fermentation 
technology.

 Production of clarified fruit 
juice

The production of clarified 
fruit juices from mango, apple, 
banana, pawpaw, cashew and 
guava using locally produced 
pectinase enzymes have been 
successfully established at pilot 
scale level. The biochemical and 
microbiological safety of bottled 
clarified juices were analyzed 
and found satisfactory. The pH of 
the fruit juices were in the range 
of 4.0-4.8 and the sugar level 
8-150 brix. The bottled clarified 
fruit juice has a longer shelf life 
compared to cloudy juice.

a survey plan at the trial when he 
had the opportunity to, it becomes 
unfair to deprive the plaintiff of 
the benefit of the judgment in his 
favour.

Inaccurate descriptions in the 
survey plan hold its implications, 
and may throw the judgment 
against the applicant. It is therefore, 
essential that a surveyor prepares 
plans which will not only capture 
the details of what their clients 
show them but also features which 
will help the court to form a good 
picture of the land and unless it is 
meant to fulfill the said function it 
would be useless to the court in fol-
lowing the party’s case. Surveyors 
will do well to bear in mind the 
provisions of section 8(1) of the 
Survey Act by which they will lose 
their licenses, if they make false or 
incorrect surveys or untrue report 
or plan. But more than that, the 

court has the power, if satisfied 
that the surveyor has made an in-
accurate plan to punish him as for 
contempt of court.

In circumstances where having 
found a possible discrepancy in 
the two plans tendered and as no 
expert was called to explain the 
discrepancy, the trial court will 
not enter judgment in favour of the 
plaintiff for his claim.

Also, the court will not ascribe 
probative value to a survey plan 
which is bereft of features which 
can give the boundaries in it the 
character of certainty.

If an inaccurate plan is adduced 
in the court or the plaintiff’s evi-
dence is at variance with his plan, 
the court will not make a declara-
tion of title.

However, it is submitted that 
the proper order for the trial court 
to make in such circumstance is not 

one of dismissal of the plaintiff’s 
claim but a non-suit with liberty 
to the plaintiff to take fresh action 
after rectifying the survey plan.

The production of a survey 
plan is one of the ways in which 
evidence can be led to prove the 
identity of a person’s land.

A survey plan prepared by a 
licensed surveyor is the best way of 
discharging the onus of establishing 
an entitlement to a piece of land.

The above detailed presentation 
is expected to drive home the very 
importance of Survey Plans.

Property owners should know 
that the value of property owner-
ship is highly influenced by the 
strength of its Title.

However, it is very important 
to note that Deed of Survey is not 
the Ultimate of the Proof of owner-
ship. It is a component of the entire 
Ratification process and a very im-
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portant part of the documentation 
towards the Perfection process. 
Property owners are therefore, not 
enjoined to hang the boots at the 
level of Survey Plans or better put, 
Registered Survey Plans.

 



BrandsOnSunday
SPOTLIGHTING BRAND VALUE

Y
ears of consistent 
high quality, con-
stant innovation and 
a commitment to 

keeping its brand promise by 
ensuring that consumers are 
offered quality, healthy re-
freshing fruit juices and dairy 
products has paid off as Chi 
Limited has received awards 
for two of the brands on its 
stable at the Global Qual-
ity Excellence Awards 2016 
which was held in Lagos re-
cently.

Chivita 100%, the compa-
ny’s flagship brand in the fruit 
juice category, was named as 
winner of the ‘Best Quality 
Fruit Juice Excellence Award 
2016’ for the Juice category 
while Hollandia Yoghurt, 
won the ‘Best Quality Yoghurt 
Excellence Award 2016’.

Organized by the African 
Quality Institute as part of 
this year’s World Quality Day 
celebration and in line with 

CHI grabs two trophies at global 
quality excellence awards 2016

prosperity.
According to Desmond 

Esorougwe, a member of 
the Organizing Committee 
for the Awards, “in a global 
economy where success de-
pends on quality, innova-
tiveness and sustainability, 
the award is our chance to 
reinforce these virtues as the 
foundation of organizations 
and brand’s requirement 
for achieving improved 
business performance. Af-
ter a painstaking review of 
brands in the fruit juice and 
yoghurt categories, Chivita 
100% fruit juice and Hol-
landia Yoghurt came tops in 
recognition of their capacity 
to deliver authentic consum-

T
he world today is 
being driven by 
highly intuitive 
technological de-
signs to help con-

sumers perform optimally. 
Ideally, products are designed 
to help create the best possible 
user experience and enhance 
consumers’ daily lives, by 
solving basic needs as well as 
boost their productivity. In Ni-
geria as well as other leading 
world countries, consumers 
are now demanding for prod-
ucts that are capable of deliv-
ering on varied levels- beyond 
the basics. With newer tech-
nological designs springing-up 
consumers now make pur-
chase based on a variety of 
criteria looking beyond just 
usability alone. Consumers 
are now looking for striking 
designs that are practical and 
visually appealing to commu-
nicate their status.

 It is a known fact, that the 
world is full of cool and in-
novative products. The battle 
to differentiate them and 
gain advantage in the mar-
ket should be remembered 
as coming not only from the 
design features, but also the 
manufacturing processes that 
make them possible, differen-
tiated and affordable. LG Elec-
tronics  said most of its  prod-
ucts are designed with glass 
coating over black stainless 
steel; this has clearly given the 
brand an edge over competi-
tion in terms of its creative de-
sign layout.

 “Far more than simply 
sculpting a device’s exterior 

appearance, designers apply 
expertise from multiple disci-
plines; choosing the right ma-
terials, offering ergonomic in-
sight, boosting efficiency and 
creating the ideal user experi-
ence. In addition to weighing a 
number of important priorities 
at every stage of the manufac-
turing process, designers must 
also anticipate the future use 
patterns that consumers will 
adopt. For consumers’ who are 
passionate about exceptional 
designs, there is no need to 
look any further  as very LG 
appliances are crafted from 
the highest quality, premium 
materials and meticulously de-
signed to incorporate thought-

ful, innovative features your 
home”.

LG Electronics said in a 
statement that in its quest to 
satisfy the yearnings and as-
piration of consumers, it has 
embraced design as a way to 
distinguish its products from 
competing brands, as well as 
provide tangible user benefits 
to consumers. “It strives to give 
all of its products a premium 
look with a class of its own, 
clearly setting the pace in the 
Electronics market. LG has 
long won the heart of consum-
ers with its ever human-cen-
tric innovative designs; this 
has kept consumers salivating 
for more of their products. De-

LG ELectronics declares edge over competition 
with glass coating, creative design

er experiences”, he said in a 
statement.

Speaking on the awards, 
Managing Director of Chi 
Limited,  Roy Deepanjan, in 
the statement said “we are de-
lighted with this honour from 
the organizers of the Global 
Quality Excellence Awards 
2016.The award underscores 
our dedication to giving 100% 
to every stage in the produc-
tion process of our brands 
from sourcing of raw materi-
als to packaging and delivery.
We constantly review our 
processes to ensure that only 
the best quality of our prod-
ucts in the Fruit juice and 
dairy category finds its way 
to shelf”
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signed with elegant LG line-up 
products which includes; 4K 
HDR enabled OLED TV; Twin 
Wash; Door-in-Door refrigera-
tor; Hybrid Air Purifier; Turbo 
Steam dish washer etc are all 
carefully crafted to meet the 
needs of consumers all the 
time.

The company further said 
that it did not come to many 
observers as a surprise when 
LG grabbed the 2016 CES “Best 
of Innovation” award with its 
OLED TV that boasts of the 
ultimate in elegant simplic-
ity by eliminating all unnec-
essary elements that distracts 
viewer’s immersive experi-
ence. “LG Signature OLED TV 

features the company’s unique 
picture-on-Glass design, which 
boasts of an ultra-thin 2.57mm 
OLED panel with a translucent 
glass back and forward-facing 
sound bar speaker system.

Head of Corporate Mar-
keting, LG Electronics West 
Africa operations,  Rajesh 
Agnihotri in the statement 
said: “LG has built a reputa-
tion for excellence, with lead-
ing premium products from a 
variety of different business 
units. The recently released 
LG SIGNATURE collection ex-
emplifies LG’s commitment to 
creating stylish, sophisticat-
ed products that seamlessly 
blend into any setting while 
performing at the highest 
levels”. He stated further “We 
are more than ever commit-
ted to satisfying our teeming 
consumers with state of the 
art innovative technological 
designs in all our products, 
interestingly the best is yet to 
come from LG.”

The exquisitely designed 
LG SIGNATURE Air Purifier 
allows the cleaning process to 
be a visual experience with its 
innovative transparent panel. 
Equipped with an advanced 
Aqua-Cyclone feature, this air 
purifier harnesses the power 
of water to filter out harmful 
chemicals and contaminants 
while quickly bringing the 
room to comfortable humid-
ity levels. The unit is equipped 
with LG’s Semi-Permanent Fil-
ter System, allowing consum-
ers to remove wash and re-use 
the filters for up to 10 years, 
saving both time and money

the resolution of the United 
Nations, the Global Quality 
Excellence Awards 2016 has 

the objective of ensuring that 
quality remains an important 
tool for national growth and 



Balogun Market; Gearing up for the yuletide

F
amed as one of the 
biggest open markets 
in West Africa, Balo-
gun market located 
on Lagos Island is rec-

ognised as the best place to 
buy fabrics, shoes and all sorts 
of wears. My visit to Balogun 
market on Tuesday December 
6, 2016, was anything but fun 
filled. Most Nigerians know 
that within the 36 states of the 
federation, Lagos has some of 
the cheapest markets for goods 
and products, and so, I went 
to Balogun market; a market 
known to have no particular 
address as it criss-crosses sev-
eral streets.

Of course, it was not my 
first visit to the market but all 
my previous visits have been 
before recession began making 
its rounds in Nigeria. Before 
leaving for the market, I had 
bragged that I would be done 
with my shopping and home 
before anyone could blink be-
cause with all the screaming 
and shouting about the cur-
rent economic situation in the 
country, the markets would 
be bare or witness very low 
patronage.

But I was in for a surprise. 
The crowd was almost over-
whelming, and making obvi-
ous the resilience of Nigerians.  
Right from the Marina/Ak-
pongbon section where com-
mercial buses discharged their 
passengers, the crowd was 
intimidating. The sight was 
almost like when the children 
of Israel were leaving the land 
of Egypt, as recorded in the 
Holy Bible; as the sea of heads 
all had one goal-shopping for 
the yuletide. Some came alone, 
others came in pairs; with fam-
ily or friends, ready to shop 
either with their eyes or with 
the cash they were ready to 
part with in these trying times.

The banks located around 
the market which had Auto-
mated Teller Machines (ATMs) 
had long queues and crowds 
in front of them as customers 
were waiting to withdraw, and 
so I had to stay in line. That is 
one of the secrets of Balogun 
market; do not take cash to the 
market from home if you can 
help it – use an ATM as that is 
safer and surer. But imagine a 
situation when the network is 
down; that could be a terrible 
situation for any person.

Balogun market has its own 
pulsating life and unwritten 
constitution; if you are stepped 
upon, do not bother check-
ing who it was- just move on 
as the press is always much. 
If you are window shopping, 
do not haggle price of items 
and be careful which trader 
you approach because your 
reluctance to patronise such 
a person will only give you 
rains of abuses. Do not go to the 
market with a big handbag – a 
long strap purse which you can 

cross around you will do just 
fine. Shoes are preferable to 
slippers as you might go home 
without the pair intact as many 
people would step on you from 
behind.

On this particular day, the 
roads leading up to the market 
itself were not spared from 
goods on display, as every 
single ground space was oc-
cupied by traders and their 
wares. Most of the products on 
sale which had high patronage 
were clothing items, footwear 
and fashion accessories for 
male, female, children, babies 
and adults.

The cacophony that accom-
panied the display of goods 
such as shoes, clothes, belts, 
makeup, jewelleries, fabrics, 
hair extensions and accesso-
ries among others displayed 
in an eye-catchy way was 
something else; several ven-
dors were shouting out their 
products at the top of their 
voice, while some others rang 
bells, announcing their goods 
as well as bargaining prices 
for the season. Both high and 
low quality goods had the 

one was sure of taking home 
some goods.

Though this major market 
which seems to have more 
hawkers and free traders when 
compared to store owners 
has come online, via a newly 
launched eCommerce plat-
form, the crowd is still the 
same. Yinka Oluwakuse, the 
brain behind the online plat-
form for the market obviously 
went through the trouble to 
convince traders there, via the 
traders’ associations to buy into 
the idea and come on board, 
but it is still alien to many.

 “Wouldn’t it have been 
easier to simply get the Balo-
gun market traders to list their 
wares on well-heeled online 
marketplaces like Konga or 
Jumia that have spent much 
of the past four years build-
ing the end-to-end processes, 
systems and logistics networks 
required for ecommerce to 
succeed at scale?”, A report 
queried.

Be that as it may, Balogun 
market still enjoys a lot of foot 
traffic, it was bustling with 
trading activities such that 

choir.”
While at her shop, several 

of her neighbours who were 
not so occupied with stringing 
beads were fiddling with their 
phones; some were awaiting 
alerts from those they were 
partnered with to pay money 
into their account and for 
them to also pay into some-
one’s account. It was there I 
found out that they are MMM 
converts and Tuesdays’ and 
Thursday’s are Mavro days 
(when people are paired to ei-
ther pay or receive cash). One 
particular lady was restless 
and kept saying “Lord, take 
control,” reason being she was 
awaiting payment from some-
one she was paired with. Most 
of them seem not concerned 
about the slow pace of busi-
ness as all their attention is on 
MMM and its appetite wetting 
30 percent interest.

After chilling for a few 
minutes, I started my market 
rounds again; a visit to the 
commodities and household 
sections was where I saw the 
effects of the recession as peo-
ple were hardly patronising 
the traders; some of whom 
were napping and others do-
ing ‘gossip catch up’ with their 
neighbours. Another section 
that had low patronage were 
those places where Christmas 
decorations and accessories 
were being sold; the message 
was like ’we can celebrate 
and mark the festive season 
even without the usual pomp 
and pageantry.’ Even Christ-
mas carols that would usually 
accompany shoppers, while 
blaring from speakers was con-
spicuously absent. The many 
company cars which usually 
lined up the streets to pick up 
different sizes of hampers were 
not in sight! The baskets where 
there, the gift wraps and the 
products where at hand but 
demand was just not forth-
coming.

Indeed to know how Lago-
sians are gearing up for the fes-
tive season, a trip to Balogun 
market any day between the 
first few weeks of December 
is in order.

I was able to get all the 
items I set out to buy from the 
market as well as other things 
I did not bargain for because 
several things seemed to be on 
bargain. By the time I finally 
got home later that evening, I 
was worn out, but my Christ-
mas shopping experience at 
the market was one I would 
not forget in a hurry. 

But sure enough, Balogun 
market can still get its groove 
back, its usual sights and 
sounds of Christmas (Christ-
mas carols blaring from speak-
ers, decorations and accesso-
ries recording heavy sales as 
well as hefty hampers waiting 
to be delivered!) because hey 
its 13 days to Christmas and 
this is Lagos, anything can hap-
pen at anytime!

ping, I remembered a friend of 
mine, Doris Nyang had a shop 
where she made and sold beads 
and wire-work accessories and 
so I called her up. After receiv-
ing directions, and missing my 
way several times, I located 
and headed to the plaza on 
Martins Street (one of the 
many streets Balogun market 
spills unto) where she was.

On getting into the plaza, 
I was confronted with a dif-
ferent scenery - traffic and 
the crowds were almost non-
existent as all the activities 
seemed to be outside the differ-
ent plazas scattered all over the 
market. I narrated my ordeal 
to Doris who quickly retorted 
that there are three categories 
of people who visit the market; 
“some come for shopping, oth-
ers come to sightsee, while the 
third set come to steal.”

“I know first-hand because 
my money (over N30, 000) was 
stolen from me when my purse 
was sliced open in December 
2014. I was sent by my church 
choir to get accessories for 
the members because of our 
upcoming Christmas carol; so 

BeatTheStreet
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same publicity as one could 
not tell the difference from one 
to the other. Prices of goods 
on display ranged from N200 
upward, so with any amount, 

the four-lane road shrunk so 
much that even a motorbike 
had to labour its way out of the 
multitude.

In the course of my shop-

the money was from the choir, I 
had to report the theft to them. 
What saved me was that was 
not the first time I had been 
assigned to buy things for the 



B
eing told you’re ap-
preciated is one of 
the simplest and most 
uplifting things you 
can hear but the fact 

is, not everyone will appreci-
ate your good heart. Some will 
accept your kindness and disre-
spect you in return but Victor 
Moses, a 37-year old business-
man who got treated badly for 
his kindness says he won’t let 
that make him bitter and cold.

Below is Victor Moses’ story 
as told by him:

My name is Victor Moses and 
I’m a Nigerian. I grew up in Pla-
teau State, Jos city to be precise, 
but had to relocate to Lagos in 
search for greener pastures. Jos 
had the finest pastures but they 
weren’t green enough for one to 
make a decent income. In a state 
where one could secure a posh 
two bedroom flat for a paltry 
N50, 000, you can imagine what 
the income there looked like. As 
a businessman, if the residents 
make so low an income, how 
would they patronise me? So, I 
left Jos for Lagos, the commercial 
nerve centre in 2010 despite 
pleas from family and friends 
not to.

I was no JJC (Johnnie Just 
Come) in Lagos because I had 
visited the city twice before my 
relocation. I had this close friend 
in Lagos and he allowed me stay 
with him until I got enough 
money to rent an apartment 
for myself. Being a big believer 
in putting my best in all I do, I 
worked so hard avoiding women 
and liquor and within seven 
months, I got some money to 
rent a three bedroom flat in 
Mafoluku area of Lagos away 
from the Agege area of the state 
where my friend resided. I went 
for three bedroom flat so there 
would be enough rooms in case 
my family wanted to visit.

I had a shop in Computer 
village where I sold electron-
ics and with time, I created a 
small space for repairs because 
I noticed that most people only 
went for new ones when their 
electronics had spoilt beyond 
repairs. My business flourished 
because I treated my customers 
like kings and queens.

On my way to work every 
morning, I usually stopped at 
a Newspaper stand not too far 
from my place of residence to 
have a glimpse of what was go-
ing on in the country and also 
to enjoy the interesting heated 
debates which is usually com-
mon around newspaper stands. 
Sometimes, I participated, other 
times; I just stood back and 
watched. It was during one of 
my mornings at the stand that 
I met Derek.

Derek was one of those peo-
ple that are easily noticed even 
in a crowd not because of his 

looks but his voice. His intona-
tion alone told everyone that 
listened that he had lived most 
of his life either in the United 
Kingdom or States. He not only 
spoke like the British but ev-
ery word that oozed out of his 
mouth made huge sense. The 
first day I saw him, I ended up 
staying longer at the stand and 
we got acquainted before I took 
my leave.

The following day, I saw 
Derek at the stand and the days 
that followed, he was there as 
well. Some mornings, I got to 
the stand before Derek and at 
other times, he got there before 
me but I only ended up leaving 
before him because I take my 
job seriously.

One morning, I got to the 
stand but I didn’t see Derek un-
til I left. This continued for the 
next four days and was forced 
to ask the regular faces about 
Derek but they had no clue why 
he was missing at the stand. 

Three weeks later, I saw 
Derek around my office. I had 
closed for the day’s work and 
was heading to where I packed 
my car when I sighted Derek 
sitting beside a woman sell-
ing food. I walked up to him, 
greeted him and asked why he 
had stayed away from the stand. 
It was then that Derek told me 
life had not been easy on him. 
According to him, he was stay-
ing with his friend and recently, 
his friend decided that he had 
overstayed his welcome and 

decided to eject him. I couldn’t 
believe my ears. So, Derek was a 
‘Squatter’ as polished as he was? 
Unbelievable! All that glitters 
are truly not gold. Since I was 
lonely then and needed some 
company, I decided to shelter 
him.

Derek was a jolly good fellow 
and we had great times together. 
He told me he worked in one of 
the consulting firms in Ikeja but 
I never had the time to go see 
where he worked or maybe I 
never saw the need to. Anytime 
we talked about life and family, I 
noticed that Derek avoided talk-
ing about his family even when I 
pushed him to. When I asked him 
why, he usually said that some 
things were better left unsaid.

My mother visited two weeks 
later and she was sore with me. 
She said I was insane for accom-
modating a total stranger. ‘‘Are you 
stupid? At your age and size, don’t 
you have common sense or are you 
trying to get yourself killed? What 
do you know about this man? 
Nothing!’’ my mother said with a 
mixture of fear and anger.

She begged me to send Derek 
away before I got myself into 
some serious trouble but I saw 
no trouble coming and besides 
Derek was a wonderful com-
pany.

Not too long after my mother 
travelled back to Jos, Derek fell 
very ill. I exhausted all I had 
taking him from one hospital to 
another and even had to borrow 
money at some point. When his 

condition wasn’t getting any 
better, I told him it was time to 
reach out to his family but he 
wouldn’t hear of that. Even in 
deep sleep, Derek would hold 
unto his phone as if his life de-
pended on it. I tried taking his 
phone one day while he was 
asleep but his grip tightened.

When we c ould no lon-
ger pay the bills, Derek was 
discharged to go home and 
probably die. It was then that 
my fears tripled. My mother’s 
words echoed loudly in my ears, 
‘Are you trying to get yourself 
killed?’ What if something hap-
pens to Derek now, what will I 
do? I thought to myself. Who 
would believe my story? …And 
the police? They would just 
put me behind bars for a crime 
I never committed. To make 
matters worse, Derek was not 
willing to produce his family. He 
had become an entirely differ-
ent person, not the jolly fellow 
I knew anymore. How could he 
be this wicked? He was not even 
thinking about what would be-
fall me if he gave up the ghost 
or maybe he believed he would 
survive it. I did initially but not 
anyone. His sickness has gulped 
my savings. I was spending it all 
and borrowing more because I 
believed he would pay me back 
when he regained his health but 
now no one is willing to lend me 
some more. Who knows, words 
might have gone round com-
puter village that I owed so many 
people and there was no hope of 

I almost got myself into trouble for being kind
paying them back anytime soon. 
What kind of problem have I 
gotten myself into? Who do I 
run to now? It was at that point 
that I remembered his church. I 
bundled Derek inside my car and 
drove him to his church. I was 
afraid he would give up the ghost 
if I came back for him after see-
ing his pastor. The moment his 
church accepted him, I heaved 
a sigh of relief.

With the help of the church, 
we started calling all the num-
bers on his phone until we called 
one that said she was his elder 
sister. She told us she lived in 
Lagos and I was shocked to the 
marrow. So, this man had a rich 
sister living large in Lagos and he 
chose to suffer? The sister came 
to the church that same day in 
the company of her husband and 
driver. Derek was taken to a hos-
pital far better than the one I had 
taken him to. I stayed with them 
for about an hour, we exchanged 
contacts and I left. The following 
day, I called to know how he was 
doing and was told that he was 
doing fine. I could not visit that 
day but promised to visit the fol-
lowing day, I needed sometime 
for my work since Derek was in 
good hands now.

I was preparing to visit Derek 
the next day when I saw the sis-
ter. I gave her my address quite 
alright but I never thought she 
would visit without notifying 
me. She was not alone. She came 
in the company of someone 
who I later got to know was 
her younger sister. They told 
me they had come for Derek’s 
belongings. I was surprised! No 
‘greetings’ and no ‘thank you’ 
for taking care of their brother. I 
told them I was surprised at their 
behaviour. These people were 
not nice at all so I told them to 
pay me all I had spent on their 
brother’s hospital bills before 
I would allow them to take his 
belongings.  In response the 
younger sister said, ‘‘after killing 
our brother, you still want us to 
give you money for doing that? 
You must be a heartless man!’’

At that point, I broke down 
and wept like a baby. So, Derek 
was dead? I just opened the room 
and allowed them moved his 
belongings as I watched in tears. 
I later learnt from Derek’s pastor 
that Derek had died that night 
we took him to the hospital and 
his family took him to the village 
the following morning. Derek 
was a good person and I miss 
him greatly. Although his family 
did not appreciate my kindness 
towards their brother, I will not 
be weary in showing kindness 
to anyone that comes my way. 
Derek’s family didn’t appreciate 
my kindness, some people might 
in the nearest future. Either way, 
I’m just grateful that my kind-
ness did not send me to a place 
of no return because I almost 
got myself into trouble for be-
ing kind.
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The Worshippers

Archbishop Ojo of Calvary Kingdom Church (CKC), Lagos, in this interview with SEYI JOHN 
SALAU spoke about the role of the Church in larger society; the need for those who have 
been endowed by God to endow others; God’s ability to meet the need of His people even in 
difficult times and the necessity of thanksgiving to God in the midst of challenges. Excerpts: 

In times like these, the just 
shall live by faith - Ojo

The scripture talks about the church 
standing out, what clarification do you 
have on this?

T
he word of God says we are 
a royal priesthood, peculiar 
people, chosen to show forth 
the praise and glory of God. 
So, I think the understand-

ing of the persons concerned is very 
important in this area, it depends on 
somebody’s definition of peculiarity. I 
have not seen the church fall short of 
being peculiar; if God’s word says we are 
royal priesthood, peculiar people, I be-
lieve that’s what the church stands for, 
but these days with different doctrinal 
backgrounds from different churches, 
some people interpret to be peculiar to 
mean to dress very differently; you are 
not of the world, you are in the world 
and things like that. The understanding 
of being peculiar is very important, but 
I believe that the church remains what 
God says the church is. We are a royal 
priesthood, peculiar people, so special 
because the church is a called out body, 
we are called out of the world, called 
out of slavery like Egypt held Israel, and 
Israel was called out of Egypt, so Chris-
tians are called out, we are living for 
Christ, we are living like Christ and that 
is a peculiar people. Also, another thing 
that makes the church peculiar is that 
Christ is in us, Christ is in the believer, 
that’s something special – the unbeliev-
ers can’t understand it; you are looking 
at me, you are seeing my physical body 
but the real me, Christ is inside of me 
that’s what makes us peculiar.

In Ephesians 5:27, the bible also 
made mention of presenting a glorious 
church: what is a glorious church?

I believe a glorious church is a church 
of His vision, I mean the church of Jesus 
vision, the church He anticipated, the 
church He desired, and the church that 
recognises that Christ is the head of the 
church. He said I will build my church 
and the gate of hell cannot prevail 
against it. Again, this also depends on the 
peoples’ understanding of what glori-
ous church is, some will think a glorious 
church is a church where everything is 
pure, everything is clean, everything is 
perfect, and everything is done accord-
ing to old time religion. I was preaching 

in Abuja recently – it was a Holy Com-
munion service, I said in that church and 
I believe every word of it, I said the bible 
calls this feast Communion; Paul said in 
Corinthians – the cup of blessing whose 
we bless, is it not the communion of the 
blood of Jesus Christ; the bread we break, 
is it not the body communion of the body 
of Jesus Christ? There is nowhere in the 
bible that it is called the Holy Commu-
nion, it’s we that have added that toga to 
it to frighten people, to make sure some 
people see themselves as unholy and not 
qualified to take it, and the people who 
say things like that are just hypocrites. 
They say this Holy Communion now, 
except you search your heart – except, 
except, and people will be withdraw-
ing, when you give to some people, they 
say no ‘I am not qualified’; they are con-
demning people. I said, listen the night 
Jesus instituted the Holy Communion, 
that same night Judas betrayed him, that 
same night Peter denied him,  but He 
gave them, they ate. A week after, Thom-
as doubted him, he said no, no, no, I don’t 
believe until I see it - but He gave them 
and they all ate; if it were for perfection 

to take the Holy Communion, the disci-
ples were not qualified because the day 
it was instituted they failed: so, it is the 
doctrine that  preachers have brought 
out to make others feel inferior where 
they are, so I believe a glorious church is 
a church bought, washed by the blood of 
Jesus Christ, it is the blood of Jesus Christ 
that makes us glorious; it’s not the way 
and manner we dress, we speak, no.

At a time like this when recession 
is biting hard, hardship everywhere, is 
the church doing enough in comforting 
one another?

If you do not understand it, you will 
find yourself in self-pity, criticising and 
condemning others; but your under-
standing of what the bible says about it 
is very important, in II Corinthians 1: 3-4, 
it said ‘Blessed be God, even the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies, and the God of all comfort; who 
comforted us in all our tribulation, that 
we may be able to comfort them which 
are in any trouble, by the comfort where-
with we ourselves are comforted of God’, 
somebody who is not comforted cannot 
give out what he does not have. The situ-
ation in the country is biting everybody; 
my counsel is those who have received 
comfort from God and from other people 
should reciprocate, what you get you 
give, those who say they are not able to 
comfort other people, maybe they have 
not been able to receive comfort, but if 
God has used somebody to comfort you, 
you should be a source of comfort to 
other people – that’s what the bible says. 
If you have received comfort you should 
be able to be humane enough to give 
comfort to those in need of comfort.

While some are talking of recession, 
you are celebrating ‘Thanksgiving of 
Abundance’; how would you explain 
that?

This year we celebrated God’s prom-
ise of abundance of peace, abundance of 
supply because in recession God promise 
to meet our needs even in times of reces-
sion like the times we are in now. If you 
are believing and trusting God for some-
thing you will begin to understand that 
God doesn’t fail; there have been times 
in the bible when things were tough, 
that’s when God shows up, so we believe 
we are not just celebrating abundance 

of life, we are celebrating God’s faithful-
ness; God has been faithful and God will 
remain faithful. In a recession, you will 
smile when others are crying, and I be-
lieve it as a Pastor and I believe God will 
bring it to pass. In Job 5: 22, it says ‘at de-
struction and famine thou shalt laugh: 
neither shalt thou be afraid of the beasts 
of the earth”. What is ravaging Nigeria 
today is famine, and God’s word is say-
ing at destruction and famine you will 
laugh, it only takes someone with faith 
to believe this is God’s word; we believe 
in it and want to key into it. Is not that 
we are buying from another market but 
that we believe that God can bring His 
word to come to pass. We believe this 
our thanksgiving is a double thanksgiv-
ing because I have my own thanksgiv-
ing in our corporate thanksgiving; Sun-
day marks our 41 years of marriage, it’s 
worth thanking God for - 41 years of be-
ing a father;  I am a grand-father, God has 
so much helped us, we need to appreci-
ate and give God all the praise, so I be-
lieve that at times like this people need to 
have faith in God because the just shall 
live by faith.

As we count down to end of this year, 
how will you review the year 2016?

I will say 2016 has been an outstand-
ing year in many ramifications; nobody 
thought that Nigeria will cross 2015, 
God’s faithfulness saw us through, the 
way God took absolute control for Jona-
than to concede; if he had said no: Baba-
ginda did it before he would have been 
able to do it and said  I am not accept-
ing,  I am not sure we would have been 
where we are now, what we are crying 
over now is recession, hardship, but the 
war would have been worse than this 
but, God who took us to cross 2015 to 
2016, is still going to take us into 2017. 
First and foremost, 2016 has been a very 
outstanding year, the year after the ex-
pectation and prediction of people who 
had thought that Nigeria was finished 
by 2015, at least we have lived another 
year and Nigeria is still standing; so to me 
it’s an outstanding year, it was the begin-
ning of the beginning and the Lord who 
has done this  I am sure is leading us into 
2017; that is going to be somehow shaky 
at the beginning but will stabilise at the 
end; I am very sure of that.

T
he Christian Association of Ni-
geria (CAN) Eti-Osa Chapter has 
inducted new officers to direct 
the affairs of the organisation 

within the Eti-Osa Local Government 
Area of Lagos State. The event took 
place at the secretariat of the World 
New Jerusalem Spiritual Church of 
Christ (C&S), Lekki.

Prophet M.O. Abikoye, newly in-

CAN Eti-Osa inducts new officers
ducted coordinator for CAN, Eti-Osa, in 
his keynote address reassured members 
of the body of God’s promise of new and 
better things for the association.

Taking his quote from Isaiah 43: 18-
19, which read “Remember ye not the 
former things, neither consider the 
things of old. Behold I will do a new 
thing, now it shall spring forth, shall ye 
not know it, I will even make way in the 
wilderness, and rivers in the deserts,” he 
said.Abikoye urges Christians in Nige-

ria to look beyond human capacity and 
build their trust in God as the source of 
their strength.

The newly inducted CAN Eti-Osa 
Chapter exco are Prophet M.O. Abikoye, 
Coordinator CAN, Eti-Osa, Reverend 
Jonathan Imogu, Assistant Coordinator 
CAN, Eti-Osa, Pastor Seun Adebimpe, 
Secretary CAN, Eti-Osa, and Alexander 
O. Nwajei, Treasurer Can, Eti-Osa.

Also inducted were Elder Dawodu 
Samuel, Director of Strategic Plan-

ning and Research ECWA/TEKAN, 
Ldr. Kolawole Oyekunle, Director of 
Local Government and Social Welfare 
OAIC and Pastor Vern Ngwu, Director 
of Ecumenism and interfaith, CPFN/
PFN, for the Directorate CAN Eti-Osa 
Chapter.

Apostle Alexander Bamgbola, Chair-
man CAN, Lagos State, and Baba Ala-
dura Israel S. Akinadewo (omoeri), Sec-
retary CAN, Lagos State was there to 
witness the induction.

SEyi JOhN SAlAu
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TechCulture
Do not throw that PC away! What 
to do with your old computer

I
f you have a few outdated 
computers collecting dust in 
your home, you are not alone. 
Putting an old PC out with the 
bins is not the best use for a 

piece of technology that was once 
at the cutting edge.

Buying a new PC is an exciting 
business, but it also poses a prob-
lem - what do you do with your old 
one? Throwing away a working PC 
is a bit of a waste, though, so here 
are some options for putting it to 
good use.

Sell It
Selling something you no longer 

use makes a lot of sense, but do 
some research before trying to sell 
yours. Believe it or not, there is a 
robust market for old tech gadgets. 
Between Jiji, OLX, and  Facebook 
Marketplace, you should have no 
trouble finding someone to take an 
unwanted computer off your hands.

Online marketplaces make it 
really easy to list items, offering in-
tuitive step-by-step instructions to 
help you sell your wares. And even 
though some online marketplace 
takes a small cut of the sale price, I 
have found that it still yields a big-
ger sum than some of the buy-back 
sites out there.

Before you sell a digital device to 
someone you do not know, though, 
take a few precautions to protect 
your privacy. You do not want bank 
account info, personal images, or 
your browsing history lingering on 

the machine.
With a tablet, a factory reset 

(activated through the Settings 
menu) will wipe the slate clean. For 
a laptop, you are better off removing 
the hard drive. (Just be sure to note 
that it is gone when you place the 
item on sale.) 

Recycle It
If where you live does not spon-

sor a collection day for old electronic 
products, you can find a state-by-
state listing of organizations that 
will accept them by going online. If 
you opt to recycle it, keep in mind 
that some recyclers will simply 
take your old machine and ship it 
over to developing nations where 
children are often used to scavenge 
piles of e-waste looking for valuable 
components.

Donate It
It’s always nice to give back—

especially during the holiday sea-
son—and a used computer is a 
valuable tool to a family without the 
resources to buy one. If you would 
like to contribute a laptop to a fam-
ily in need, some online programs 
such as the National Cristina Foun-
dation  and the  World Computer 
Exchange  can help you make that 
happen.

To locate a nearby nonprofit in 
need of equipment, you can check 
out the hundreds of pre-screened 
organizations listed on the National 
Cristina Foundation website.

Upgrade It
And, finally, if you have a child or 

a friend in need of a computer, you 
might consider giving the one you 
have outgrown a quick tuneup. If it 
was purchased in the last few years, 
you can make it run faster with a 
couple of tweaks.

MacBooks are notoriously diffi-
cult to upgrade because their parts 
are usually soldered or glued into 
the body. But models made by other 
manufacturers like HP, Lenovo, Dell, 
Samsung, etc., let you add more 
memory and replace an old hard 
drive with a quicker, more efficient 
solid state drive (SSD). If that is too 
costly, lower-priced hybrid drives, 

which combine a hard drive with 
solid-state memory, represent a 
good compromise.

But adding more memory (or 
RAM) can improve a computer’s 
performance as well, allowing you 
to multitask with greater speed—
particularly if you are the sort who 
likes to keep a lot of tabs open on 
your browser.

Can you think of even better 
ways to use an old computer or 
laptop? Let me know, by sending an 
email to mike@businessdayonline.
com
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A city of griots

P
eople visit Owerri for differ-
ent reasons. For the hard-
working, busy-busy folks 
caught in the never-ending 
hustle to make ends meet, 

the Imo State capital is where they 
go to relax, unwind, and indulge 
themselves a little. With its innumer-
able hotels, night clubs, bars, eateries 
and other recreation spots, the city 
no doubt is the quintessential city 
of enjoyment, a place of “ngwori” 
in local parlance. The ubiquity of 
willing female indulgees – most of 
them young undergraduate students 
of some of the institutions of higher 
learning that dot the city – is the icing 
on the cake.

For business-minded people with 
investible capital, the city’s growing 
real estate industry is a powerful at-
traction, though they also occasion-
ally stop by to indulge themselves and 
share in the enjoyment galore that 
the city has in store. Movie-makers 
and musicians equally find the city’s 
beautiful landscape alluring. And 
there are those who return to Owerri 
occasionally simply because it is their 
home.

But there is an aspect of Owerri 
that is little known or celebrated. It is 
the fact that the city also harbours a 
vibrant – and still growing – literary 
community. For the few who know 
this, Owerri is some sort of sanctu-
ary where they go to revive their 
creative spirit via communion with 
the creatives that inhabit that space.

That was what my recent trip to 
Owerri did for me, simply by bring-
ing me face to face with some key 
members of that creative community.

I met Nnenna Ihebom, a multiple 
award-winning author who writes 
prolifically in both Igbo and English 
languages. Ihebom has published in 
all three main genres of literature, 
although she says her forte is prose. 
Apart from her monolingual Igbo 
dictionary titled Okowata (Oba Mk-
puruokwu Igbo) which she presented 
to the reading public on March 31 this 
year, she has published The Rejected 
Stones (2007), Odogwu Be Anyi (win-
ner, ANA/Ken Nnamani Prize for Igbo 
Writing 2007), Pendulum (poetry), 
Open Secret, Rampaging Silence, 
Folly is a Dance, Igirigi Ututu, Egwu 

a Gwara Ogwa, Mkpanaka Igbo Maka 
Umuakwukwo, Akamkpo Chinedu, 
Omaricha Abu Umuaka, and The 
Web (winner, ANA/Chevron Prize 
2008).

Her other works are The Lunar 
Princess (runner-up, ANA Prize for 
Children’s Literature 2011), A Brand 
New Day, Sacrilege, The Magic Mir-
ror (winner, ANA Prize for Children’s 
Literature 2015), Crown Unseen, The 

Candy Tree, Shackles and Tackles (a 
collection of short stories), and her Pa-
triots and Sinners was among 10 Ni-
gerian novels recently published by 
the Association of Nigerian Authors 
under the Nigerian Writers Series.

I met Chioma Shedrack Enwerem, 
author of As The Sun Rises (2009), 
When Clouds Gather and When 
Morning Comes (both in the mak-
ing). A poet with deep-seated passion 

Though mostly known as the city of enjoyment because of 
its thriving hospitality industry, Owerri boasts of an equally 
vibrant but unsung literary community.

Arts

whose deeply-engaging but fear-
less verses are constantly upsetting 
established norms, her works have 
also been anthologised in reputable 
journals.

An entry on her on the website 
of the Directory of Nigerian Female 
Authors (DINFA) says: “Whether it 
is issues as personal as love relation-
ship, sex, or as general as the rain, En-
werem frames these issues in peculiar 

Ihebom Enwerem Chukwubuike
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poetic language that distinguishes her 
poetry as one of the emerging new 
voices in frontiers of 21st century 
Nigerian female poetry.”

“Writing poetry, to me, is like 
an elixir,” Enwerem, who describes 
herself as “a Nigerian female writer 
whose major preoccupation is po-
etry”, tells me in a chat. “It soothes 
my soul.”

In recognition of her poetic strides, 
ANA Imo, as part of the 2015 World 
Poetry Day celebration, honoured her 
as its “writer-in-focus”, describing her 
as “a fine poet”.

I met Chidozie Chukwubuike, a 
former chairman of Association of 
Nigerian Authors (ANA), Imo State 
chapter. He is a poet, theatre artist, 
and author of The Poet Wept and 
Other Poems, The Day the Owl Died, 
On the Brink of Doom, among others.

Chukwubuike firmly believes in 
the role of the poet as “town crier” 
who has a sacred duty to, in the words 
of Andrew Motion, Poet Laureate of 

the United Kingdom 1999-2009, “tell 
the truth about humanity whatever 
those in authority have to say”. As a 
testament to this, the theme of the 
2014 ANA-Imo convention he or-
ganised – which was partly aimed at 
repositioning Imo as the nerve-centre 
of creative writing in Nigeria – was 
‘Contemporary Nigerian Poetry: The 
Poet and Speaking Truth to Power’.

“We want to hush contemporary 
poets and stop them from falling into 
Charles Nnolim’s labelling of them as 
fleshly. We do not want our poetry 
to go the way of our contemporary 
music that doesn’t seem to have a 
soul. Poetry must be forced back to 
remain that mask with which that 
seemingly unapproachable tyrant-
king can be confronted,” he said in an 
interview preceding the convention, 
which coincided with the 2014 World 
Literacy Day.

Though I didn’t get to meet them, I 
was told of Uche Peter Umez, award-
winning author of Dark through the 

Delta (2004), Tears in Her Eyes (2005), 
Aridity of Feelings (2006), Sam and 
the Wallet (2007), The Runaway Hero 
(2011), The Boy Who Throws Stones at 
Animals and Other Stories (2011), Tim 
the Monkey and Other Stories (2013), 
etc. Even though he has recently 
proceeded to Canada for a doctorate 
degree in Creative Writing, Umez, a 
prominent name in Nigerian literary 
circles who has twice come close to 
winning the NLNG Prize for Litera-
ture, has his roots firmly established 
in Owerri.

I learnt about Patrick Amanze 
Njoku, author of The Wrath of War, a 
novel based on the Biafran War, who 
currently chairs ANA Imo.

I learnt about Camillus Ukah, na-
tional vice president of ANA. Ukah, 
also a former chairman of ANA Imo, is 
the author of Diary of Two Lovebirds, 
When the Wind Blows, among other 
books.

I was told of Chukwuma Ibezute, 
author of Goddess in the Cathedral 
(2003), Dance of Horror (2004), Stain 
on a White Coat (2004), Time Will Tell 
(2004), Rake Rambling Lovers (2005), 
Prison Memoirs of Gerald Williams 
(2007), The King of Alandu (2007), 
among others.

I heard of Charry Ada Onwu-Otuy-
elu, the first female director of Imo 
State Council for Arts and Culture. 
An active member of ANA national, 
Onwu-Otuyelu’s works include If-
eanyi and Obi, Our Grannies’ Tales, 
Catastrophe, Triumph of Destiny, 
One Bad Turn, Revenge of Uche, Ad-
aobi, among others. Her works were 
also published in Anthology of New 
Nigerian Writings edited by Cyprian 
Ekwensi.

I also learnt of names like Blessing 
Osuagwu, Sylvester Nwokedi, James 
Uwaleke, Ikenna Ebuenyi, among 
several others. And from within the 
academic circles, I learnt of promi-
nent literary scholars like Isidore 
Diala, J.O.J. Nwachukwu-Agbada, 
Chidi Osuagwu, Gbenga Ajileye (a 
former chairman of ANA Imo), ABC 
Duruaku, Ukachi Wachuku, and a 
host of others.

And guess who else is in the fold 
– Nkechi Okorocha, wife of the state 
governor. She is a writer, too, al-
though I could not readily get some 
of her titles. And I’m told she is now 
a registered member of ANA.

Sadly, I narrowly missed an in-
cisive lecture on “Biafra, Historical 
Insights and Quo Vadis?” delivered 
by Gerald Oluchi Ibe, author of Road 
To Biafra, at Mbari Literary Society’s 
5th commemoration of the demise of 
the great Igbo leader, Chukwuemeka 
Odumegwu-Ojukwu. Ibe himself is a 
powerful force in the Owerri literati.

Bearing eloquent testimony to the 
presence of a thriving writing com-
munity in Owerri is the abundance 
of publishing houses. There are Edu-
Edy Publications, Alphabet Nigeria 
Publishers, Cape Publishers, and 
many more, while Evans, Africana 
First, Lantern Books and some other 
big names have outposts in Owerri. 
More interesting is that some of the 
publishing houses are owned and run 
by authors. For instance, Camillus 
Ukah owns Liu House of Excellence, 
Chukwuma Ibezute owns Cel-Bez 
Publishers, and Chidozie Chukwu-
buike owns Loneranger Publications.

In the area of literary activities, 
ANA Imo holds its meetings/read-
ing sessions once every month, state 
convention annually, and publishes 
Ogele, an anthology of creative writ-
ing. On its part, Mbari Literary Society 
(MLS), which was formed between 
July and August 2008 by mostly up-
coming writers in search of vent, has 
since its formation held weekly read-
ing/critique sessions every Saturday, 
first at the Mbari Cultural Centre, and 
now at Alliance Francaise.

MLS, which prides itself as “an 
independent society of like-minded 
writers and creative artists”, also oc-
casionally invites resource persons 
to deliver lectures on key national is-
sues, just like the recent one delivered 
by Gerald Ibe, a lecturer at Gregory 
University, Uturu, Abia State.

Sometimes too it organises liter-
ary contests among its members. 
For instance, in 2010 when Nigeria 
marked the golden jubilee of its politi-
cal independence, the society staged 
a mini poetry contest around the 
theme of Nigeria at 50, which saw an 
overwhelming literary output.

The society in 2010 also launched 
an anthology of poems titled Aja 
Mbari (Mbari Sacrifice), which was 
described in a review as “not only a 
showpiece that displays the colours 
and contours, warring and work-
ings of young creative minds of this 
generation; it is also an offering at the 
shrine of creativity: a true sacrifice of 
words” at the Mbari shrine.

For the few 
who know this, 

Owerri is some 
sort of sanctu-
ary where they 

go to revive their 
creative spirit via 

communion 
with the 

creatives that 
inhabit that 

space



W
i t h  a n  e x t e r i o r 
that is shaped like 
a military hat, a 
5000-seater main 
hall with a collaps-

ible stage, and two 700-800 capac-
ity cinema halls, all of which are 
equipped with facilities for simulta-
neous translation of eight languages, 
among others, the National Arts 
Theatre, Iganmu, Lagos is the largest 
in Africa, bigger than that of Durban 
and Cape Town in South Africa.

When it was opened on January 15, 
1977, as part of the activities marking 
the spectacular FESTAC ’77; the fa-
mous arts festival, bright light shone 
brilliantly on guests as they walked 
into the newly completed theatre. 
That day, every guest was eager to 
catch a glimpse of the activities on 
stage, and from then, the theatre built 
by the military regime of Olusegun 
Obasanjo became the primary centre 
for the performing arts in Nigeria.

However, the story is different to-
day as the National Arts Theatre has 
over the years become a ruined site 
and has not been fully utilised since 
it was completed in 1976.

It is sad that after its glorious open-
ing 39 years ago, the cultural place has 
gradually sunk into a ruin. Moreover, 

Arts
There was a theatre

OBINNA EMELIKE

reason they hardly visit the theatre to 
see stage performances.  Hence, mod-
ern cinema houses such as SilverBird, 
Filmhouse and Genesis keep wooing 
them in their thousands, especially 
on weekends to watch blockbuster 
movies.

Probably, it was due to the neglect 
and huge cost of full restoration of 
the theatre that Ministry of Tourism, 
Culture and National Orientation, 
under Edem Duke considered leasing 
a section of the edifice to a firm based 
in the United Arab Emirate for $40 
million. Then, the minister described 
the leasing plan as a rumor due to the 
many protests it generated from arts 
and theatre lovers across the country 
who see the National Arts Theatre as 
a monument that has been synony-
mous with the Nigerian state since it 
was built in 1977.

The theatre is still witnessing inter-
vention and restoration efforts today; 
from rugging, fixing chandeliers, 
chillers, sound and stage equipment 
among others. But the efforts are 
yielding less result as over 90 percent 
of theatrical performances in Lagos 
takes place outside the National Arts 
Theatre Iganmu.

Although the doors of the halls in-
side the National theatre are still open 
to theatre lovers, most visitors prefer 
to enjoy the serenity of the green 
lawns around the national edifice, or 
hang around Abe-Igi, a popular joint 
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Art Theatre.
Beyond the huge capacity that is 

grossly underutilized, some portions 
of the large expanse of land that hous-
es the theatre have over time become 
sanctuary for hoodlums, especially 
from Ijora area of Lagos; a situation 
some theatre lovers attributed to the 

despite a couple of interventions, the 
huge 7000 sitting capacity main bowl 
of the theatre still remains decrepit, 
while theatre practitioners patron-
ize other  theatres with less capacity 
and serene environment because of 
the modern equipment they offer, 
which are still lacking at the National 

within the main complex, for snacks 
and drinks, especially alcohol from 
the stable of the neighbouring Nige-
rian Breweries.

While all the past ministers and 
managers of the National Arts The-
atre keep calling for concerted efforts 
at restoring the past glory of the the-
atre with little or no response, the cur-
rent plan by the Lagos State govern-
ment to pass a Light Rail through the 
National Arts Theatre seems to draw 
attention to the edifice at least for the 
Federal Government to include it on 
the list of public buildings it plans to 
refurbish.

While stakeholders of the arts and 
culture industry believe the urban 
renewal project embarked on by the 
Lagos State government will open up 
the theatre for business, it is neces-
sary to make theatrical shows one of 
the businesses that will attract invest-
ments around the complex and not 
just transportation.

Private sector should be allowed 
to participate in reviving theatre 
culture among art-loving Lagosians, 
market the edifice as tourism at-
traction, while government ensures 
conducive business and leisure en-
vironment thrives for both investors 
and visitors. Of course, there will be 
tax to collect, but government needs 
to ensure there is adequate security, 
especially make sure hoodlums are 
far from sight.
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E
tisalat Nigeria, has un-
veiled the Top 50 stories 
for the 2016 edition of 
its literary initiative, the 
Etisalat Flash Fiction 

Award.
The Top 50 stories were selected 

based on votes, which commenced 
November 7 and closed December 
3, 2016. Prior to this stage, the call 
for entries for the Flash Fiction 
Award category had opened on 
September 1 and closed on Octo-
ber 14, 2016.

The judges at this stage are 
required to vet the entries and 
choose the Top 3 finalists that will 
be announced January 11, 2017. 
The winner of the Etisalat Flash 
Fiction Award will thereafter be 
announced at the Grand Finale 
of the Etisalat Prize for Literature 
which will take place in March 
2017.

Speaking about the Etisalat 
Flash Fiction Award and the 
milestones achieved so far, Head, 
Events and Sponsorship, Etisalat 
Nigeria, Modupe Thani, expressed 
delight at the interest and enthusi-
asm that this year’s edition of the 
Etisalat Flash Fiction Award has 
generated among writers and lov-
ers of literature from across Africa.

“We feel elated that Etisalat has 
continued to provide platforms for 
African people to express their 
creativity and to celebrate our 
icons. With the interest and fol-
lowership already generated by 
the Etisalat Flash Fiction Award, 
this stage is certainly getting more 
intense as we anxiously await the 
list of the three finalists to be cho-
sen by the judges”, she said. 

The panel of judges for the 
Flash Fiction Award includes; 
Abubakar Adam Ibrahim, Chair 
of Judges from Nigeria, Ndinda 
Kioko from Kenya, Odafe Atogun 
from Nigeria and Tendai Huchu 
from Zimbabwe.

The annual Etisalat Flash Fic-
tion Award is open to all African 
writers of unpublished short 
stories, resident in any part of the 
world. Entries for the prize are 
submitted online and the short 
stories submitted do not exceed 
300 words. Each year, the prize 
winner receives a cash prize of 
£1,000 while the two runners-up 
get £500 each in addition to mobile 
devices.

Modupe Ojuolape Kuti won the 
2015 edition of the award for her 
short story ‘Gone’ while Jacqueline 
Uche Agweh and John Chidi, the 
two runners-up, were honoured 
for their stories, “Invincible” and 
“Madness in Degrees” respectively.

Glo Campus Storm receives 
commendations from Ebonyi students

T
he ongoing Glo Campus Storm 
moving round Nigerian uni-
versities has been described 
as a commendable initiative 
by the students of Ebonyi 

State University, Abakaliki.
 The students, who experienced the 

show on the school campus in Abakaliki 
on Friday, December 2, 2016, were full 
of praises for Globacom for initiating the 
youth-focused music concert. 

The now widely popular campus 
concert was held at the Law Faculty 
auditorium of the institution, attended 
by hundreds of excited students.  A 
300-level Food Science and Technology 
student, Amarachi Mba, said, “The Glo 
Campus Storm is such a great idea. It 
is only Glo that organizes this kind of 
concerts here in Abakaliki. They really 
know what we students want.”

A talented singer and student of 
Geology, Benedict Chikaodinaka, said, “I 
have never been given an opportunity 
to perform at any show. I never knew I 
had such great skills until I was asked to 
perform at the Glo Campus Storm. Glo 
has helped me discover myself even 
more and I appreciate them for this.”

 As usual, the Ebonyi State University 
edition of Glo Campus Storm opened 
with performances by aspiring singers, 
most of whom gave their colleagues a 
nice time.

 It was also participatory as many 
members of the audience had oppor-
tunities to showcase their talent in 
dancing, singing, comedy and poetry, 
as well as a beauty pageant in which 
the audience were allowed to judge 
the contestants and produce winners 
by voice vote.

The main performances commenced 

with Reekado Banks serenading the 
audience with some of his hits including 
‘Katapot’, ‘Oluwani ni’ and ‘Sugar baby.’ 
He was followed by Korede Bello, his 
Marvin Records label mate who took 
the show to the next level.

The fast rising star sang his monster 
hit ‘Godwin’ and ‘Mungo Park’ among 
others, before yielding the floor to Run-
town, who brought the show to a close 
in a blaze of glory.

While the show lasted, 15 young 
ladies and 15 young men competed 
to emerge the best Diva and Dude on 

campus. In the end, Nkasiobi Muon-
eke, a 400-level Medicine and Surgery 
undergraduate, emerged as winner of 
the coveted “Glo Campus Data Diva” 
competition, while Gabriel Ogbonna 
Ajah, a 300 level History and Inter-
national Relations student, emerged 
as the Glo Campus Data Dude. Both 
winners carted home N100,000 each, 
while the runners-up in both catego-
ries won N50,000 each. A total of eight 
university campuses have hosted the 
show so far.

S
amsung’s commitment to producing innova-
tive, life-changing products and services will 
be on display in its new campaign tagged, 
“Open Your Mind.” Samsung Electronics West 

Africa stated that the campaign will demonstrate 
Samsung’s commitment to innovation, quality and 
service to its consumers. The campaign will also 
serve as a reminder to consumers of Samsung’s 
unflinching support in the provision of world class 
devices that would help them in realizing their 
dreams and potentials.

Emmanouil Revmatas, director and business 
leader, Information Mobile and Technology, Samsung 
Electronics West Africa, said that as the market 
leader in smart devices and solutions, “Samsung will 
continue to bridge consumer expectations of what 
a premium mobile experience should feel like with 
a readiness to delivering the best-in-class solutions 
that combine the strengths of Samsung’s mobile 
innovations.”

The “Open Your Mind” campaign will feature 
celebrities such as popular Nollywood actresses, 
Joke Silva and Funke Akindele; celebrated radio 
personality, Tolu Oniru Demuren popularly known 
as Toolz; comedian, Ali Baba and a host of others. 
In the course of the campaign, Nigerians will be 
availed the opportunity to know and understand 
the inspiration, dreams and the place of innovation 
in the accomplishments of the respective careers of 
the celebrities. These celebrities inspire people every 

Nigerian celebrities  headl ine 
Samsung’s Open Your Mind

Etisalat unveils Flash 
Fiction Award ‘Top 
50 Stories’

day and innovation is at the heart of what they do to 
remain engaging and inspirational to their teeming 
fans. This is similar to the nexus that exists between 
Samsung and its consumers.

Samsung’s culture of innovation transcends high-
quality product offering; it includes services, which 

are geared towards making a difference in the lives 
of consumers. “Samsung will continue to provide 
cutting edge technology enabling consumers realize 
their potentials through innovation and technology. 
We hope to inspire progress and spur dreams to suc-
cess through this campaign,” says Revmatas.
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Return of Music’s Most Controversial List 

A
frica’s hottest mu-
sic television net-
w o r k ,   M T V  B a s e , 
h a s  a n n o u n c e d 
t h e  r e t u r n  o f 

the MTV Base Roundtable, the most 
hotly debated music list in Nigerian 
entertainment. Tagged #BaseHot-
testNaijaTracks2016, the 2-part 
show is programmed to debate 
and showcase the best Nigerian 
songs of 2016 before 10 will be 
picked in the year’s ultimate 
music countdown.

 To decide the year’s biggest 
tracks, MTV Base has put to-
gether a panel of music indus-
try heavyweights and taste-
makers, including influential 
radio presenters, journalists, 
bloggers and social media 
influencers.   On this year’s 
panel are:  Senior Associate, 
Pulse NG, Ayomide Tayo; Pub-
lisher, Mystreetz Magazine, 
Sesan Adeniji; OAP 97.3 Classic 
FM, Buki Sawyerr Izeogu; OAP 
Beat 99.9 FM, Douglas Jekan; 
A&R Entertainment Consultant, 
Bizzle Osikoya; Artiste Manager & 
CEO Stargaze Management Com-
pany, Asa Asika and former MTV 
Base and OAP of City FM, Cynthia 
“Cvon” Okpala.

 To qualify for inclusion in this 
year’s list, songs must have been 
released no earlier than Novem-
ber 2015; and will be weighed ac-
cording to a range of criteria - from 
impact in the media, to level of 
“buzz”, and longevity (this is a very 
important feature as some music 
are like flash in the pan). The final 
selection is sure to elicit response 

MABEL DIMMA

All set for Beat FM Christmas concert

2
015 BET Awards Best Group 
nominee, Migos alongside 
UK rap group, Krept & 
Konan and WSTRN are 
set to storm Nigeria this 

December for the BEAT FM 2016 
Christmas concert.

Set to take place on the 20th De-
cember 2016 at the Federal Palace 
Hotel, the show promises to be a 
remarkable one for music lovers as 
these celebrated International acts 
will be joined by a host of Nige-
ria’s most iconic artists like 2Baba, 
Davido, Phyno, IcePrince. Falz, Lil 
Kesh, Adekunle Gold, Chidinma, 
Patoranking, Burna Boy, Seyi Shay, 
Praiz, Wande Coal, Ycee, Skales, 
and Simi

Other acts listed to perform in-
clude Koker, Sugar Boy, Lola Rae, 
Shaydee, Maleek Berry, Mayorkun, 
Dremo, Niniola, Aramide, Terry-
Apala, Zorro, Lax, Kach, Moelogo, 
Dotman, Ike Chuks and more.

Alex Okosi, senior vice president 
and managing director, Viacom 
International, speaking on how 
the panellists were chosen said, 

“There are no better peo-
ple to select to pick the 

biggest songs of 2016 
than the OAPs, A&R 

executives, story 
tellers and VJs. 

They are mu-
sic’s biggest 

critics who, 
every day, 
hear and 
vet these 
s o n g s .  
As usu-
a l ,  o u r 
p a n e l s 
a l w ay s 
s p a r k 
conver-
s at i o n s 
and we 
h o p e 

that this 
show will 

help lovers 
and critics 

of Nigerian 
music see and 

improve on the 
t y p e  o f  mu s i c 

they release and 
listen to.”
  MTV Base Round-

table: Naija’s Hottest Songs 
of 2016  will be unveiled ex-

clusively on  MTV  Base  in two 
parts, on  15 and 16 December at 
16:00 WAT. 

WSTRN is a West London based 
group made up of Akelle Charles, 
Haile and Louis Rei. Their debut 
single ‘In2’ was released in October, 
2015 and it peaked at number 4 on 
the UK Single List.

Krept and Konan are two South 
London rappers. Their real names 
are Casyo Johnson (Krept) and Karl 
Wilson (Konan). Their first major re-
lease was the mixtape Young Kingz, 

which was released in September, 
2013.The pair are known for making 
an impact on the UK underground 
scene with their music, punch lines 
and metaphors.

The concert will be a memorable 
way to commence the Christmas 
celebration as these top artistes are 
set to delight music fans.

Migos is an American hip-hop 
group that is composed of three 
family members known by their 
stage names:  Quavo, Takeoff, and 
Offset. Their breakthrough single 
‘Versace’ in 2013, from the mixtape 
Y.R.N (Young Rich Niggas), caught 
the attention of Drake who went 
on to remix it. The group released 
their debut studio album Yung Rich 
Nation in 2015.

year 
f o r 
the  Ni-
gerian mu-
sic industry, 
amidst the cur-
rent recession being 
faced in the country, with 
artists receiving massive interna-
tional recognition, signing global 

Wande Coal, Pa-
toranking and Tekno  walked 
away with honours.

and emotion from viewers, music 
lovers, and even the artistes them-
selves.

  The news comes in what has 
b e e n  a 
m a s -
s i ve 

deals, and featuring on huge inter-
national hits.   At this year’s  MTV 
Africa Music Awards (MAMA), Ni-
gerian artistes Wizkid, Yemi Alade, 
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The jewel in Debre Zeyit

W
hile Ethio-
pia holds 
swell  as 
A f r i c a ’ s 
m e e t i n g 

arena and in recent time, the 
transit hub for air passengers, 
especially those connect-
ing Asia and Middle East, 
the country is also a tourist’s 
haven.

A visit to Debre Zeyit city, a 
flourishing tourist destination 
in Ethiopia, is what you need 
to discover how hospitable 
and unique the people and the 
tourism offerings are.  How-
ever, a visit to Debre Zeyit 
city is not complete without 
experiencing Adulala Resort 
and Spa.

About 45km from Addis 
Ababa, the capital city, Adu-
lala Resort and Spa is a spa-
cious, nature flavored, unique 
and luxurious resort.

Set along the bank of Babo 
Gaya Lake (Bishoftu Guda), 
the resort offers a range of 
services with magnificent 
environment and ambiance.  
The breathtaking landscape 
has special appeal on its own. 
From the name ‘Adulala’ 
meaning “see the sun” in the 
local language of Orommifa, 
guests are easily set in the 
mood for pleasure on a vast 
area on a hill along the Babo-
gaya Lake.

Embarking onto Adula-
la, visitors are met with a 
complete sense of tranquility 
that feels worlds away from 
the daily routines. Comfort-
ably situated on a hill with a 
vantage to the surrounding, 
Adulala embraces the flora 
richness of the surrounding 
and offers a wide variety of 
bungalows with core value 
of maximizing guests’ privacy 
while rendering a spectacular 
view of the lake.

On offer at the resort are 
spacious bungalows with 
different traditional designs, 
modern furnishing, and bal-
conies that provide guests 
with a great level of privacy 
for maximum comfort and 
relaxation.

Guests can also choose 
from one of the normal bun-
galows with twin or king sized 

double beds, honeymoon suite 
or luxury suites with up to 
three bedrooms and spacious 
terraces.

Apart from its unique loca-
tion, one thing that marks the 
resort out is the spa, which 
is simply a leisure sanctuary 
that continually indulges visi-
tors. Manned by renowned 
therapists, and Asian mas-
sage maidens, the integrated 
spa facility at the resort has 
everything guests need. At 
the spa, guests are guided by 
the therapists in choosing the 
appropriate treatments rang-
ing from different massages, 
sauna and steam, manicure, 
pedicure, hand and feet care 
procedures, facials and more.

For those looking to shade 
weight after days of sumptu-
ous meals and quality relax-
ation, there is a fully equipped 
gym right outside the spa, 
which complements the spa 
service.Besides the spas and 
gym, there is a selection of 
activities to indulge discern-
ing guests.

The sport enthusiasts 
among guests can go horse 
riding through the magnifi-
cent and suitable surrounding 
of Adulala.  The magic is that 
the horses know the routes 
and take guests round the 
beautiful landscape with little 
guidance.

If you are a nature person 
and like to explore, the resort 
management recommends 
bird-watching in the nearby 
mini vegetation.  The vast 
compound is rich with bird 
life, but do not forget to bring 
your binoculars and cameras.

But the more adventurous 
ones can go skateboarding, 
while those that prefer indoor 
games can engage in ground 
tennis, volleyball among oth-
ers. However, boat trips and 
fishing on Babo Gaya Lake 
make Adulala a favorite place 
for people fond of water life. 

Guests are free to try their 
hands on fishing accessories 
at no cost.

As well, on request, the 
resort management arranges 
within the Adulala facility 
a unique possibility to get 
insight into the livelihood of 
neighboring farmers.

Dining is a full celebration 
at the resort’s European and 
Ethiopian restaurants. After 
diverse set of leisure activi-
ties guests are welcomed to 
windup their day in the res-
taurant where the executive 
chef and his team take you 
on a culinary journey that 
leaves all palates satisfied.  
Alternatively guests can opt 
for an impeccable evening at-
mosphere with the beach side 
grill restaurant and campfire.

But one attraction that also 
excites guests a great deal is the 
resort’s recreation center. Set 
on the highest point of Adula-
la, the recreation center offers 
guests a relaxed environment 
with magnificent view of the 
Babogaya Lake where they 

will find a bar, pool table and 
more. It is simply an excellent 
spot to regroup and relax with 
friends or acquaint oneself 
with other guests throughout 
the evening.

There is also an office cen-
ter located here, where guests 
can access Internet, and do 
related activities.

As part of effort to make 
guests’ stay flawless, there is a 
team of dedicated baby sitters 
and animators for children ex-
clusive entertainment. There 
is a separate play ground that 
offers children an exciting 
time as pleasurable as their 
parents. Specially trained to 
deal with children behavior, 
the baby sitters keep a close 
eye on children guaranteeing 
maximum safety, while the 
parents enjoy without watch-
ing their back.

After an experience at the 
resort, guests testimonials 
keep pouring in, especially the 
ones reflecting the resort’s ide-
als; harmony with nature and 
local community engagement.

If you are looking for an exclusive hideout that is in harmony with nature 
and local community engagement, especially this festive season, OBINNA 
EMELIKE recommends Debre Zeyit city’s Adulala Resort.
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TrekBuyFly,  Africa’s first 
social travel App goes live

B
usiness Travel Manage-
ment Limited, a travel 
solution company, has 
unveiled to the Nige-
rian travelling public 

TrekBuyFly, a travel application 
that enables seamless travel-from 
wishing to actualise their dream 
memorable trips just by a simple 
swipe of the phone.

Speaking during the official 
unveiling of the travel App at 
Tivoli Gardens in Ikoyi recently, 
Lola Adefope, general manager, 
Business Travel Management 
Limited, developer of the app, 
noted that TrekBuyFlyTM app 
was specifically built for the Ni-
gerian and African market and it 
helps users get off the beaten track 
or find the most pocket friendly 

you these answers”, says Lola.
 On the rationale behind the 

name of the Social Travel APP, 
she replied, “Let’s face it, Africans 
are social, we like doing things 
together or carrying each other 
along! It’s the African way; it is es-
pecially the way we are in Nigeria! 
So when we built this, we decided 
to make group trips and hanging 
out doing other activities a lot less 
complicated.”

Among the long-term goals of 
developing the TrekBuyFlyTM 
app, according to Lola, is to en-
courage Nigerians to travel and 
experience their own country and 
the world beyond the borders as 
well as utilising the app to improve 
internal tourism development in 
Nigeria.

The Application is available for 
download in the Google Playstore 
and the Apple App Store.

OBINNA EMELIKE
trips, with student discount op-
tions and last moment sales, whilst 
keeping friends updated through 
social media.

Explaining how the app works, 
she noted that by just swiping 
across the phone or a click, the app 
satisfies all travel needs of the user, 
rip and group hangout wishes.

“Today’s traveller wants imme-
diate answers. We want to know 
who’s in town when we arrive, 
what there is to do? We want to 
know the coolest places to hang 
out, the secret bars and see a little 
of the city too.

“We first came up with the idea 
when our classic clients kept call-
ing us from their destinations after 
their meeting was done or shopping 
was completed, they would ask, 
‘What else can we see, where can 
we just relax? What is outside the 
hotel?’ TrekBuyFlyTM app gives 

Ahead of the yuletide, new family 
fun centre opens in Abuja

F
un seekers in Abuja, espe-
cially families will be expe-
riencing a new spice in the 
entrainment and leisure 

offerings in the Nigerian capital 
city this festive season as MandK 
Activity Center (MACL) launches 
its outlet on December 20, 2016 at 
Jabi Mall.

With the new outlet, MACL; an 
entertainment company offering 
addictive fun-filled experiences in 
a safe and thrilling environment for 
kids, teens and adults, hopes to offer 
home-groomed entertainment amid 
world-class recreational facilities.

With a successful flagship outlet 
in Lagos, the entertainment centre 
that was established in 2011 offers 
products and services such as inter-
active family entertainment, Family 
Entertainment Centre (FEC), Xhibit, 
Edutainment through travels, exhi-
bitions and extravaganza; a seasonal 

event/variety show.
At a media parley heralding the 

Abuja opening, which held in Lagos 
recently, the founding partners of 
MACL, Kemi Osinibi, chief executive 
officer and Mope Abudu, chief oper-
ating officer, said the company was 
established to provide world class 
services that redefine the business 
of leisure and recreational services 
in the country.

Explaining the rationale behind 
the new entertainment center 
with family in mind, Osinibi said, 
“MandK Activity Center is set up to 
become the preferred provider of 
interactive family entertainment 
in Sub-Saharan Africa. It is created 
to revolutionize the leisure industry 
and offer addictive fun experiences, 
using entertaining, interactive at-
tractions for kids, teens, and adults”.

The chief executive officer of 
MACL further disclosed that Max-

tivity is a flagship brand of the 
new entertainment center, with a 
multi-anchored Family Entertain-
ment Centre (FEC) and that the 
outfit hopes to expand to other states 
within the country in the nearest 
future.

On its opening, Osinibi assured 
that the Abuja outfit would offer 
one-stop-shop entertainment for 
families in a secure, well designed 
environment comparable to the 
highest safety standards around 
the world.

In the same vein, Abudu, the 
chief operating officer of MACL, as-
sured that the new outlet in Abuja 
would stand out as a platform that 
thrills, engage all age groups, inspire 
with fun filled interaction and create 
memories for families and fun seek-
ers who patronize its services.

As well, the new center is creat-
ed from the dream of two women. 
“We are living experiences of hard 
times in Nigeria and despite chal-
lenges we are able to come up with 
this magnitude of project.” Abudu 
further said.

On her part, Osinibi said they got 
the motivation to drive their dream 
to reality from families and friends.

Interestingly, both Osinibi and 
Abudu have good backgrounds in 
the entertainment business. 

The former acquired 25 of in-
ternational and local experience in 
the entertainment, consumer and 
service industries, while Abudu has 
been involved in the entertainment 
industry particularly in the last 
five years. This led her to work and 
design appropriate business models 
for key stakeholders and business 
in the entertainment value chain 
such as GMedia in film distribution, 
DKM Media in music publishing and 
various tourism related businesses.

M
otherland Beckons has 
stepped up its quest for 
the development of Af-
rica through its various 

engagements, as it has signed a pact 
with MUSIAD in Koinya, Turkey, 
which is targeted at poverty eradica-
tion and ushering prosperity to the 
continent through the promotion of 
tourism and other businesses.

MUSIAD Group is a conglomer-
ate of 11,000 businesses and consists 
of 50,000 members, with presence 
in 175 countries across the world. 
It is arguably the biggest business 
group in the world with consider-
able presence in 175 countries while 
Motherland Beckons is a creation 
of Wanle Akinboboye, dedicated 
to opening Africa to the world and 
attracting Africans in Diaspora to 
motherland.

Turkey with its sights on Africa 
as the next destination to impact 
positively through contribution to 
its growth and development, has 
found Motherland Beckons a wor-
thy alley, which offers it a template 
to connect the whole of Africa 

under one umbrella.
 It is an obvious fact that poverty 

is prevalent in Africa, with majority 
of its citizens living on less than two 
$2 a day, and Motherland Beckons 
has over the years contributed to 
the wellbeing of Africans in no small 
way by offering a veritable platform 
to the Africans in the Diaspora and 
lovers of Africa to visit, invest and 
possibly come back to settle down 
in Africa.

 Akinboboye, founder, Mother-
land Beckons, decried the poverty 
level saying, “The second largest 
continent that is richly blessed 
more than any other one should not 
be the poorest, hence Motherland 
Beckons has stepped in to explore 
the opportunities that the conti-
nent offers for wealth creation. The 
various activities and activations of 
Motherland Beckons over the years 
have, no doubt, attracted attention 
and global applause, resulting in 
many bilateral agreements and 
Memoranda of Understandings 
(MoUs) in tourism, entertainment, 
culture and business”.

Motherland Beckons partners 
MUSIAD for Africa’s development

Lola Adefope and Kofo Asuni at the launch in Lagos recently

MandK Activity Centre Ltd 

Mootherland beckons MUSAID 
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Air Freight in Africa up by 7.4%, 
leverage on long-haul expansion

A
f r i c a n 
c a r r i e r s ’ 
freight de-
mand in-
creased by 

7.4% in October 2016 
compared to the same 
month last year. How-
ever, capacity surged 
by 24.7% on the back of 
long-haul expansion, in 
particular by Ethiopian 
Airlines. International 
freight demand for Af-
rican airlines slowed 
in October, but still re-
mained robust at 7.7% 
year-on-year.

This was contained 
in the data released 
by the International 

Air Transport Associa-
tion (IATA) for global 
air freight markets in 
October 2016 showing 
that demand, measured 
in freight tonne kilome-
ters (FTKs), rose 8.2% 
year-on-year in Octo-
ber. This was the fastest 
pace of growth seen 
in 18 months. Freight 
capacity, measured in 
available freight tonne 
kilometers (AFTKs), in-
creased 3.6% over the 
same period.

“Global air freight 
markets look set to end 
2016 on a high note. 
Demand is growing at 
its fastest pace in 18 
months. It remains to 
be seen how long this 
growth trend will en-

dure after the year-end 
peak period and we still 
face headwinds from 
weak global trade.

“But there are some 
encouraging signs. The 
peak has been stron-
ger than expected. And 
purchasing managers 
are reporting a pick-
up in new export or-
ders. So we will enter 
2017 propelled by some 
much-needed positive 
momentum,” said Alex-
andre de Juniac, IATA’s 
Director General and 
CEO.

Some one-off factors 
are likely impacting 
October’s positive re-
sults: there is potential 
modal shift to air cargo 
following the collapse 

Ethiopian Airline wins Airline of the year award for the 5th time

E
thiopian Airlines, has 
won Airline of the 
Year Award, for the 
fifth year in a row, by 

the African Airlines Associa-
tion (AFRAA) during its 48th 
Annual General Assembly 
held on November 21, 2016, 
in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe.

T h e  A F R A A  a n n u a l 
awards recognise excellence 
in service delivery, innova-
tion and competitiveness in 
airlines, individuals and ser-
vice providers in the African 
aviation industry.

Ethiopian has been ap-
plauded for its outstanding 
financial performance, tech-
nological leadership and in-
vestment in modern fuel 
efficient fleet, exemplary co-
operation with other African 

Mariam, Ethiopian Group 
CEO,  remarked, “We are 
highly honore d for  this 
recognition by fellow sis-
terly airlines in Africa, for 
the fifth consecutive year. 
T h e  aw a r d  u n d e r s c o re s 
the continuous efforts and 
hard work of  Ethiopian 
employees who are striving 
day and night to surpass 
customers expectations.

“Ethiopian is also grate-
ful to its loyal customers for 
giving us the opportunity to 
serve them, for travelling on 
Ethiopian in great numbers, 
for their continued feedback 
and support which, in turn, 
assisted us in enhancing the 
airlines service excellence.

He added that “Although 
Africa is registering rapid 
economic and travel growth, 

this growth is primarily ben-
efiting non-African carriers. 
I would like to remind fel-
low African Airlines that 
African aviation holds a very 
strong future with vigorous 
fundamentals for aviation to 
thrive, only if, we Africans 
look inwards in the continent 
to leverage on the available 
internal resources to create 
synergy through collabora-
tive partnerships in areas of 
training, technical and man-
agement support.

“Most of all, realizing one 
single unified market without 
any restriction for African 
airlines is no more an option.

This is a testimony of the 
soundness of our Vision 2025 
fast, profitable and sustain-
able growth strategy and once 
again, Ethiopian welcomes 

this award with great pride.”
Ethiopian is a multi-award 

winning airline, including 
Best Airline Staff in Africa 
by SkyTrax, Best Airline in 
Africa by APEX, Passenger 
Choice Award and CAPA 
Airline of the Year Award are 
few to mention.

Meanwhile, the airline 
has announced that it will 
start four weekly flights to 
Victoria Falls, site of the most 
spectacular waterfalls in the 
world, as of March 26, 2017, 
with the latest B737-800 New 
Generation with Sky Interior.

Victoria Falls, one of the 
Seven Natural Wonders of 
the world, is the only water-
fall in the world with a length 
of more than a kilometer and 
a height of more than hun-
dred meters.

M
anaging finances 
has b e c ome a 
rather pertinent 
issue for many 

businesses at this time of re-
cession. As a way of helping 
its customers achieve their 
objectives, British Airways, at 
the recently held On Business 
Breakfast Event 2016 which 
held at Eko Hotel and Suites 
in Lagos, Nigeria, enlightened 
top business travellers on how 
to manage their travel budgets 
through the On Business Loy-
alty Programme, with the aim 
of helping them adjust their 
travelling plans, through the 
challenges of recession.

The British Airways On 
Business is a loyalty pro-
gramme for savvy business 
travellers, and it is available 
through free membership. By 
registering, the On Business 
Loyalty Programme offers its 
members an option to choose 
either a discount on selected 
flights or to earn points as 
they book eligible American 
Airlines, British Airways, Ibe-
ria and partner airline flights 
with a British Airways flight 
number.

Those in attendance at 
the Eko Hotel event include, 
top business executives, CEOs 
and other stakeholders from 
diverse business sectors in 
Nigeria among which were 
Bolaji Balogun, chief executive 
officer, chapel Hill Denham 
and John Woodruff, deputy 
director, department for In-
ternational Trade; who gave 
speeches respectively at the 
event.

Kola Olayinka, British 
Airways Regional Commer-
cial Manager at his opening 
speech said, “The event was 
about the attendees, their 

British Airways implore 
savvy business travellers to 
Manage Travel Budgets

businesses and how to make it 
all better by taking advantage 
of On business loyalty pro-
gramme to cleverly save and 
manage their travel budget 
especially now that Nigeria 
is going through tough times 
with the recession.”

According to the National 
Association of Nigeria travel 
Agency, NANTA, Nigerians 
spent over 5 billion dollars in 
2015 on travel expenses.

In 2016, the aviation in-
dustry has been affected by 
the recession and this has 
reduced travel expenses for 
business owners. With On 
Business, it is also very easy 
to manage your travel with a 
simple online tool.

The online management 
information tool helps you 
keep track of your On Busi-
ness travel including who is 
earning points and when. You 
can also redeem On business 
points against reward flights 
and upgrades. In addition to 
this, you can also earn person-
al Avios for the same flights.

Adetutu Otuyalo, British 
Airways Corporate Sales Man-
ager, during her presentation 
said that, “On business was 
actually created for business 
owners who want to get more 
from traveling and now travel 
can be more rewarding.” Those 
that attended were given dis-
counts off their next flights on 
British Airways. There was 
also a raffle draw with free 
Business Class ticket won by 
one of the guests at the event.

British Airways says it 
will  continu to appreciate its 
esteemed customers and will 
continue to offer unparalleled 
services that is suitable and 
advantageous to the Nigerian 
business community.

SToriES By ifEoMA okEkE of the Hanjin Shipping 
Company in August and 
there could be some last 
minute reliance on air 
transport as companies 
exercised caution in 
ordering as a result of 
weak market conditions 
earlier in the year.

Structural market 
shifts are also likely un-
derpinning a portion 
of the stronger perfor-
mance. This includes 
strong growth in cross-
border e-commerce and 
pharmaceutical flows. 
Preparation for the 
increasing popularity 
of sales events such as 
Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday may also have 
contributed to the in-
creased demand peak.

…airline commences flight services to Victoria Falls
carriers, significantly expand-
ing route network in Africa 
and beyond, growing cargo 
operations with the largest 
cargo fleet on the continent 

and huge investment in MRO 
and training facilities to sup-
port the African Aviation.

W h i l e  re c e i v i n g  t h e 
award,  Tewolde  G ebre-
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Health experts explore response to chronic 
illness in poor countries 

C
hronic conditions 
such as heart dis-
ease and cancer are 
a growing threat in 
the world’s poorest 

countries and public health 
experts from around the world 
met November 29 to explore 
ways of tackling this silent 
epidemic.

Participants at the event, or-
ganised by Novartis, discussed 
an array of solutions that will 
likely be needed to mount an 
effective response.

Some of the most important 
steps could include improving 
access to affordable medicines, 
supporting better education 
about chronic diseases, using 
technology in new ways to aid 
awareness and treatment, and 
building effective partnerships 
between the public and private 
sectors. 

The new enemy
The scale of the challenge 

was outlined by Peter Piot, Di-
rector of the London School of 
Hygiene & Tropical Medicine. 
A few years ago he revisited 
the African hospitals where he 
worked when AIDS was at its 
height in the 1990s, and found 
very few patients who were 
suffering from the disease.

“Now they’re treated as out-
patients, thanks to antiretrovi-
ral drugs. Instead the hospitals 
were full of men in their 40s 
and 50s with stroke – the result 
of hypertension that’s out of 
control.”

As death rates from infec-
tious diseases have fallen, the 
populations of low-and middle-
income countries are growing 
older and more vulnerable to 
chronic illnesses, which may 
have no immediately appar-
ent symptoms, making them 
harder to diagnose. They also 
typically require years of treat-
ment and monitoring. 

Just one of these diseases 
– hypertension, or high blood 
pressure – now kills as many 
people as all infectious diseases 
combined. That’s one reason 
the Novartis Foundation has 
focused on finding new ways 
to help people with hyperten-
sion in its work in Ghana and 
Vietnam. 

Chronic conditions such as 
heart disease and cancer are a 
growing threat in the world’s 
poorest countries and public 
health experts from around 
the world met November 29 
to explore ways of tackling this 
silent epidemic.

Participants at the event, or-

ganized by Novartis, discussed 
an array of solutions that will 
likely be needed to mount an 
effective response.

Some of the most important 
steps could include improving 
access to affordable medicines, 
supporting better education 
about chronic diseases, using 
technology in new ways to aid 
awareness and treatment, and 
building effective partnerships 
between the public and private 
sectors. 

Focusing on education
Education is crucial, since 

patients have sometimes never 
heard of the diseases they 
are suffering from, and even 
healthcare professionals may 
have limited knowledge. 

Truong Bui, Project Director 
of the Communities for Healthy 
Hearts project in Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam, explained how 
their program, run jointly with 
the Novartis Foundation, is 
focused on better training for 
community health workers 
and volunteers. The goal is to 
teach them about personalized 
care, and encourage them to 
provide better quality screen-
ing and support for hyperten-
sion patients.

Just one of these diseases 
– hypertension, or high blood 
pressure – now kills as many 
people as all infectious diseases 
combined. That’s one reason 
the Novartis Foundation has 

focused on finding new ways 
to help people with hyperten-
sion in its work in Ghana and 
Vietnam. 

Affordable medicine
One fundamental need is 

for wider access to affordable 
medicines that can treat chron-
ic ailments. Novartis is helping 
to address this through an in-
novative program to supply a 
portfolio of 15 medicines at a 
monthly cost to governments 
and other public-sector cus-
tomers of USD 1 per treatment. 

The program, called Novar-
tis Access, was launched just 
over a year ago and today op-
erates in Kenya and Ethiopia, 
with Rwanda just getting un-
derway. The aim is to expand 
the program to about 30 coun-
tries in the next few years.

Harald Nusser, Head of No-
vartis Social Business, said 
the program was designed to 
be financially self-supporting 
over time and stressed: “This 
is a long-term commitment.”

Richard Laing, Professor of 
International Health at Boston 
University, said it was also the 
first drug access program to be 
rigorously evaluated, with a 
study in progress to assess its 
impact in Kenya.

However, health experts 
at the conference agreed that 
providing low-cost drugs was 
only a small part of the solution 
to such a complex problem.

A friend in technology
Many participants said they 

believe innovative use of tech-
nology has an important role 
to play in addressing the chal-
lenges of chronic diseases. 

Edward Kelley, Director of 
the Department of Service De-
livery and Safety at the World 
Health Organization, said: “In 
this idea of providing more care 
that’s better tailored to people 
and their needs, we have a 
friend in technology.”

In particular, a number of 
speakers said the widespread 
availability of mobile phones, 
even in relatively poor com-
munities, provides a ready plat-
form for gathering and sharing 
information.

Alma Adler of the London 
School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine said mobile phones 
played an important role in 
ComHIP, another project sup-
ported by Novartis Founda-
tion, which aims to improve 
the management of hyperten-
sion in Ghana. Patients are en-
couraged to manage their con-
dition through regular voice 
or text messages reminding 
them to take their medication, 
attend appointments, exercise 
regularly, and avoid fatty or 
salty foods.

Another approach was out-
lined by Paddy Partridge from 
microinsurance specialists 
BIMA, who provide low-cost 

health insurance to 25 million 
people worldwide using mobile 
phones to collect subscriptions 
and pay claims to customers, 
even if they have no bank ac-
count.

The need to come together
Given the scale and com-

plexity of the threat posed by 
these long-term diseases, it is 
clear that no single organiza-
tion, company, or even national 
government is capable of tack-
ling them alone.

Most of the projects de-
scribed at the event were the 
result of collaboration between 
multiple groups, each con-
tributing their own skills and 
resources.

Harald Nusser said this was 
vital for the success of a project 
such as Novartis Access: “A 
multiplicity of partners need 
to come together, not only from 
the pharmaceutical industry 
but also from academia, from 
NGOs, and particularly from 
government and the public 
sector.” 

Novartis Chairman Joerg 
Reinhardt summarized the 
challenge: “All stakeholders 
need to participate if we want 
to stand a chance of achieving 
universal health coverage, and 
help developing nations ease 
the pressure from the double 
disease burden of infectious 
and chronic diseases.”



ECOGAS partners Lions Club to curb 
prevalence of sight defects in Ogun 

A
pparently dis-
turbed by preva-
lence of sight de-
fects and other 
eye problems in 

Public Primary schools across 
six local government areas 
that make up Ogun Central 
Senatorial District, ECOGAS, 
an LPG Refilling Plant has 
expressed readiness to partner 
Abeokuta Coral Lions Club for 
screening and treatment. 

The partnership for which 
ECOGAS seeks from Abeokuta 
Coral Lions Club, according 
statement made available to 
journalists in Abeokuta, State 
capital, indicated that screen-
ing and treatment of pupils 
defective eye sight in Public 
Primary schools would be 
undertaken as well as provi-
sion of education uplift the 
less-privileged within same 
juridiction. 

Speaking at the investiture 
and public presentation of 
the Millennial President of 
the Club, Olujimi Adekunle 
Desmond over the weekend, 

Sina Luwoye, Chief Executive 
Officer of the ECOGAS, said 
that eclectic efforts are needed 
to give opportunities to those 
who seem not to have and 
those who outrightly do not 
have in our society.

At the forum where Lekan 
Adesoye Foundation (LAF), 

also showed interest in collabo-
rating with the Lions on Wom-
en Empowerment, Education 
Aid, Health Aid, Food Bank 
and Wardrobe and Shelter, 
the ECOGAS boss declared his 
firm support to socio-economic 
development of some people, 
especially young ones that are 

in need of assistance. 
Also speaking at the event, 

Ibiyemi Adesoye, Promoter of 
the LAF,  who doubles as Pa-
troness of the Abeokuta Coral 
Lions Club, said that the or-
ganisation which was formed 
to further the interests and 
Investment of her late husband 

RAZAQ AYINLA, Abeokuta 

...moves to launch development programme for less-privileged 

in children, youth and women 
empowerment found a “wor-
thy partner in the Club and 
most importantly, in the per-
son of the President - Olujimi 
Adekunle Desmond.”

She however, listed the ar-
eas of intervention of LAF to 
include provision of Shelter, 
Health Aid, Wardrobe Allow-
ance, Education Aid, just as the 
President promised to ensure 
collective decision-making 
process as a dependeble vehicle 
of success through which the 
projects and programmes of the 
Club for the Lionistic year will 
be achieved. 

Meanwhile, Waheed Kadi-
ri, District Governor, Lions Club 
International District 404B-1, 
Nigeria has raised an alarm 
over the ravaging recession in 
the country, disclosing “sadly” 
that 19 Clubs under the District 
are facing imminent delisting 
over inability of members to 
pay their dues, thus, inhibiting 
Lions Club International mem-
bers’ contribution to humanity 
and developmental issues for 
posterity.

Nestlé, USAID partner for high quality maize in Ghana

R
ecently, the United 
States Agency for Inter-
national Development 
(USAID) funded Agri-
cultural Development 

and Value Chain Enhancement 
Program (ADVANCE) and Nestlé 
officially signed a memorandum 
of understanding to establish a 
partnership for a regular supply 
of high-quality agricultural com-
modities especially maize in Ghana. 

This event was attended by 
Emmanuel Dormon, Chief of Party 
for USAID-ADVANCE, Freda Du-
plan, Managing Director of Nestlé 
Ghana. 

“USAID-ADVANCE supports 
farmers to increase their produc-
tivity and improve access to high 
end markets. Thus, we see this 
collaboration with Nestlé as an 
excellent opportunity and motiva-
tion for the smallholder farmers to 
further improve their agronomic 
and post-harvest management 
practices to meet the quality re-
quirements of high end industrial 
users’’ shared Emmanuel Dormon. 

‘’We work to instill, spread and 
scale up the adoption of improved 

practices with the ultimate aim 
of increasing incomes and adequate 
access to good quality and safe food 
at all times” he added.

Freda Duplan in her opening 
remarks underlined that the Nestlé 
Cereal Plan is supporting the com-
pany’s commitment to increase 
local sourcing as part of its Creat-
ing Shared Value initiatives. The 
Nestlé Cereal Plan aims at enabling 
farmers to produce better quality 
grain which will generate higher 
revenue for them and improve 
their livelihood. The quality grain 
which is used by the company as 
ingredient for its products, will 
also be used to feed their families 
and this will helps in ensuring food 
safety for the farmers and their 
families, for the community and 
for the consumers. 

Nestlé is committed to creating 
inclusive communities under its 
Rural Development Framework, an 
approach to understand and design 
the immediate supports to farming 
communities and where contribu-

tion is the most needed. 
Through its knowledge leader-

ship in the area of Research and De-
velopment, the Rural Development 
Framework continuously help to 
introduce new farming methods 
and technologies that can ensure 
sustainable grain production. 

Under this new partnership, US-
AID ADVANCE and Nestlé Ghana 

will work together to build the 
capacity of farmers and aggregators 
in the three Northern regions to 
ensure farmers produce maize that 
meets Nestlé’s quality standards. 

The objective of this partner-
ship is to increase the quality of the 
overall grains supply in Ghana, by 
training 113,000 farmers by 2018. 

USAID ADVANCE will train se-

lected farmers and aggregators on 
agronomic, post-harvest protocols 
and good storage practices which 
have been developed by Nestlé to 
reduce the mycotoxins in upstream 
value chain.  

Nestlé Ghana is sourcing 100% 
of its cereals (maize, rice) locally 
from farmers for its Tema fac-
tory. To ensure that the grains 
meet the food safety requirements 
and Nestlé quality standards, the 
company seeks to reduce current 
levels of mycotoxins and other con-
taminants in cereals. Nestlé Ghana 
supports farmers through capacity 
building to improve the quality of 
the cereals they supply. 

USAID is the lead U.S. govern-
ment agency that works to end 
extreme global poverty and en-
able resilient, democratic societies 
to realize their potential. USAID 
supports Ghana in increasing food 
security, improving basic health 
care, enhancing access to quality 
basic education, and strengthen-
ing local governance to benefit all 
Ghanaian people. 
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Sports

T
he lacklustre approach and 
nonchalant attitude by the 
Nigeria Football Federation 
and the sports ministry in its 
handling of female football is 

killing the game and if urgent attention 
is not taken, female football in Nigeria 
will soon go into extinction. 

After playing qualifications games 
in the group stages, quarter final, semi-
final and overcoming the hurdles from 
Cameroon to win the trophy at the just 
concluded African Women’s Cup of 
Nation, it is surprising that the Nigeria 
Football Federation has not paid these 
heroic Super Falcons their winning 
bonuses and allowances. 

It is absolutely disputable to hear 
that a team that did the nation so proud 
is being treated like slaves.

Honestly, Nigerians should rally 
round the Super Falcons and force the 
sports ministry and NFF to pay their 
entitlements. 

Some players came home with inju-
ries and are in dire need of money to 
treat their injuries.

Many of the ladies are regretting rep-
resenting Nigeria, following the poor 
treatment they got from the federation.

It is very sad and dangerous to our 
female football in Nigeria that African 
Champions- the Falcons are still in 
dark over their unpaid bonuses and 
allowances.

Reports had it that the players were 
paid N500,000 each and officials got 
N400,000 for them not to boycott 
their AWCON semi-final against South 
Africa.

It is ridiculous to hear that NFF presi-
dent, Amaju Pinnick and sports minis-
ter; Solomon Dalung took a chattered 
flight to Cameroon and still complained 
the country is financially handicapped.

“They came to Cameroon on a chat-
tered flight and did not consider it fit to 
see us, but left back,” a reliable source 
said

That shows the NFF and sports min-
istry are less concerned about the girls.

Mohammed Sanusi, NFF general 
secretary who met with the players 
and officials at their hotel in Abuja on 
Tuesday, assured the ladies that the 
federation would definitely pay the 
players and officials all their monies.

“I have come to appeal to you, to 
understand the situation of the Fed-
eration, to understand the situation of 
the country at the present and exercise 
patience.

“We will pay you all monies you are 
being owed as soon as we receive same 
from the government, just as we paid 
the U17 boys who won the FIFA U17 
World Cup in Chile last year, after the 
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tournament. And just as we sorted out 
Coach Samson Siasia’s wages as soon as 
we had the funds, after the Olympics.

Sanusi also recalled that the Super 
Eagles were owed monies for the match 
against Tanzania and were paid when 
funds for that match was made avail-
able by Government.

“As I speak with you, we are still 
owing the Super Eagles for the matches 
against Zambia and Algeria, but the 
memos have gone to government and 
are being looked at,” he said.

“We must commend the sports 
minister, Solomon Dalung. He has 
been energetically pushing the cases 
of the various national teams. We did 
the memo for the Women Africa Cup 
of Nations in October and it is being 
processed as we speak.”

Stating that the NFF has embarked 
on aggressive drive to find a permanent 
solution to the issue of owing players 
and coaches, Sanusi said corporate play-
ers are now lending a listening ear to 
the NFF leadership and the Federation’s 
finances would soon improve.

But comments from the minister of 
sports, Solomon Dalung made matters 
worst. Dalung said the Federal Govern-
ment was not expecting the Falcons to 
win the CAF African Women’s Cup of 
Nations in Cameroon.

“Don’t forget that nobody even knew 
the team will emerge victorious.

“If we were confident they will 
emerge victorious, all the federation 
would have done was to plan for pro-
cess of participation and entitlement.

“It is already established in sports 
tradition, when you win this is what 

you are entitled to.
“The situation is highly unfortunate 

and I don’t like it. These girls have given 
confidence to women who want to em-
brace sports, so this will go a long way in 
killing this laudable achievement. It is 
unfortunate but we will make sure the 
right thing is done,” Dalung said.

As at the time of filling this report, 
the players had seized the AWCON 
trophy they won and vowed to hold 
on to the trophy until the NFF offset 
the N238.05m accumulated bonuses, 
which they are being owed.

They had threatened that if Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari refused to 
address their grievances at the Fed-
eral Executive Council’s meeting on 
Wednesday, they would embark on 
protest on the streets of Abuja.

You will also recall that the Nige-
ria’s U-20 women team, the Falconets 
got the same or even worst treatment 
from the NFF, when the team arrived 
Nigeria, after representing the nation 
at FIFA U-20 Women’s World Cup in 
Papua New Guinea. They were left 
stranded as the NFF refused to pay 
them.

Players of the country’s team to the 
FIFA U20 women’s World Cup were 
paid N30,000 each on their return to 
the country as against $2,000 promised 
each player for winning bonuses over 
Canada and Spain.

However, officials of the Nigeria 
Football Federation (NFF) have prom-
ised that their win bonuses of $2,000-a-
player over Canada and Spain will soon 
be transferred to their various bank 
accounts

A breakdown of the 30,000 naira 
stipend showed that they received a 
transport fare of 10,000 naira, while 
20,000 was to cover their camp allow-
ances.

The Falconets had earlier held the 
federation to ransom, when they in-
sisted that they would not vacate their 
hotel rooms unless they were paid all 
their bonuses and allowances.

Falconets, who finished fourth at the 
World Cup, were left to cater for them-
selves on their arrival at the Muritala 
International Airports Lagos.

The question now is when and 
where will NFF get funds to offset all 
the bonuses and allowances owed the 
Falcons and the Falconets?

With the financial constrain the 
NFF is complaining of, the question 
most football stakeholders is asking is 
how NFF will get funds to pay $47,000, 
which is a month salary Gernot Rohr, 
Super Eagles technical adviser, earns.

According to reports, the Super 
Falcons and the Falconets have not 
received their bonuses and alliances 
and the NFF is paying a foreign coach 
$47,000 a month and still complains of 
been broke.

To avert these recurring issues, it is 
time for the sports ministry to make 
public to Nigerians how much allo-
cation it gives the NFF. Also, Amaju 
Pinnick, the NFF president must tell 
Nigerians how much revenue it gets 
from FIFA, CAF, SuperSport and other 
corporate bodies. Then Nigerians can 
tell if the federation is managing its 
finances judiciously.
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Falcons, coaches, officials risk life ban

A
ngry Sup er Falc ons 
have defied the appeal 
from sports minister, 
Solomon Dalung by in-
sisting they be paid their 

entitlements before quitting their 
Abuja hotel.

Dalung visited the new crowned 
African champions and pleaded with 
them to be patient assuring that all 
their monies will be paid to them.

However, assistant captain Osina-
chi Ohale told the minister that the 
team insists on staying put till they 
are paid.

“The NFF only reported the min-
ister’s visit and his reassurances, 
they did not report that the Falcons 
refused to change their position,” an 
official disclosed.

“The minister told the girls his 
doors are open to them should they 
change their mind and go home and 
wait for their monies to be trans-
ferred to their accounts.”

The Super Falcons, coaches and 
officials risk facing a ban from the 
NFF over their refusal to collect their 
entitlements before quitting their 
hotel in Abuja.

Falcons’ striker, Francisca Ordega, 
will among the stars to be axed after 
she said she regrets playing for the 
country.

“I can categorically state here that 
the name Ordega will never be heard 
or seen in a Super Falcons team list 
again. This was told by another top 
official of the football house,” a source 

ANTHONY NLENBEM with Agency reports
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informed.
“No less than 10 of these players 

could be banned for life for ridicul-
ing their fatherland before the inter-
national media and henceforth, the 
NFF may draw up a code of conduct 
to guide against future occurrences.”

“The coaches and officials are not 
left out as they could lose their jobs 
for not standing firm in support of 

the federation when it matters most.”
Nigerian sports minister Solomon 

Dalung visited the team Thursday 
and pleaded with them for under-
standing before their outstanding 
allowances and bonuses.

But the girls have dug in, insisting 
they will only quit their hotel when 
they get their monies.

B
arcelona striker Luis 
Suarez is set to sign a 
new deal until 2022.
The former Liverpool 

player, 29, has won two La 
Liga titles and the Champions 
League since moving to the Nou 
Camp in July 2014 in a £75m 
deal.

“It’s done, just a few small de-
tails need to be sorted and we’ll 
announce it in the next few 

Suarez sets for new Barcelona deal
days or weeks,” said Barca presi-
dent Josep Maria Bartomeu.

“We want Luis Suarez to 
stay at the club for many more 
years. For us, he is an important 
character.”

Uruguay international Su-
arez won last season’s Euro-
pean Golden Shoe - awarded to 
Europe’s top scorer in domes-
tic football - after netting 40 
league goals.

He and fellow forwards Lio-
nel Messi and Neymar scored a 
combined 131 goals in all com-
petitions as Barca won La Liga 
and the Copa del Rey.

Bartomeu, speaking to Uru-
guayan radio station Cadena 
Celeste, added: “It will be a great 
Christmas present, not neces-
sarily for Luis as he already 
knows he’s going to continue 
here, but for football fans.

“He forms part of this spec-
tacular trident we have, which 
helps the entire team function.”

BBC Brit to 
stimulate African 
Footballer of the 
Year Live on DStv

B
BC Brit will simulcast the 
live announcement of 
African Footballer of the 
Year from BBC World 
News for the first time 

on Monday, 12 December 2016 at 
6:30pm

It will broadcast a 15 minute pro-
gramme fronted by World News’ 
Focus on Africa presenter, Peter Ok-
woche, and feature player profiles, 
highlights from the award’s launch 
programme and the live reveal of 
this year’s winner. 

The BBC has run the hugely 
popular award, which celebrates 
the best African footballer of the 
year, for over two decades.

This is the first time that BBC Brit 
has shown the announcement live 
on the channel.  It will be a change 
to the advertised schedule featuring 
a double bill of popular quiz show 
Pointless.

Joel Churcher, Vice President 
and General Manager for BB C 
Worldwide Africa said, “We’re de-
lighted to bring such a key sporting 
moment to the BBC Brit audience 
in Africa. We’re looking to increas-
ingly stretch our channel offering to 
viewers, and this event TV moment 
is a start of more exciting things to 
come.”

Okocha to hang out with StarTimes viewers

S
tarTimes viewers in Nigeria 
are a set for a fabulous time 
out as African football hero 
and icon, Austin Jay-Jay 
Okocha will be in town to 

hang out, play football, sign auto-
graphs, play video games, give foot-
ball gifts, have dinner and generally 
interact with Bundesliga football 
fans between Dec 16 and 17.

“We are very happy that through 
this joint initiative with the Bundes-
liga, StarTimes viewers will get to 
meet and interact with their most 
beloved hero and legend, Austin 
Jay-Jay Okocha in Nigeria shortly 
before Christmas.

Okocha is excited to meet and 
engage StarTimes subscribers and 
Bundesliga football fans through 

various activities like football clin-
ics with grassroot academies; free 
sports gifts and autograph sessions; 
football, hanging out and match 
viewing sessions with fans, selfies, 
video gaming and many more”, said 
Israel Bolaji, PR Head, StarTimes 
Nigeria.

Bolaji added: “This is open to all 
football lovers. To participate you 
can buy a StarTimes decoder if you 
don’t have one and come meet the 
legend at the Lagos Oshodi brand 
hall on Friday morning. You can 
also visit StarTimes website to like 
the campaign and stand a chance to 
be invited for the 5 Aside football or 
the fans hang out, dinner and game 
viewing.



 Published by BusinessDAY Media Ltd., The Brook, 6 Point Road, GRA, Apapa, Lagos.  Ghana Office: Zion House, Shiashie, OIC-Galaxy Road, East Legon, Accra.  
Tel:+ 233 243226596, +233244856806: email: bdsundayletter@businessdayonline.com  Advert Hotline: 08116759801, 08082496194. Subscriptions  01-2950687, 07045792677. Newsroom: 08054691823

Editor: Zebulon Agomuo,  All correspondence to BusinessDAY Media Ltd., Box 1002, Festac Lagos. ISSN 1595 - 8590.

NEWS YOU CAN TRUST    I  SUNDAY 11 DECEMBER 2016

What’s in it for me? (1)

H
oled up in Vladivostok, 
my friend Africa-Man is 
nevertheless surprisingly 
alive to events taking place in 
Nigeria, and calls me down 

periodically on some issue or another. “I 
read BusinessDay Online each and every 
day,” he said.

“But we publish only five days a week,” 
I said.

“No matter. Your Friday Weekend Edition 
takes care of Saturday and Sunday. The paper 
is so rich and vibrant, its shelf life must be two 
weeks or more.”

“Thank you. My editors and entire 
reportorial corps will be delighted to hear 
this.”

“Just be sure to give them good bonuses, 
you old capitalist.”

“I’ll try, I promise. . . . For an absentee 
citizen you seem to know everything that’s 
going on in the homeland.”

“Not everything but just enough. And 
most of it I don’t like.”

“Were our ancestors therefore wrong? Can 
you stay at home and know what’s bought 
and sold in the marketplace and for how 
much?”

“But I’m not at home. In any case, the 
market has gone global. And from what I 

read, some global chickens are coming to 
Nigeria to roost.”

“What do you mean?”
 “I mean this fellow who’s been 

advertising in your paper and a couple of 
other papers, asking people to invest N50.000 
to get a N3 million house.”

“You know that’s impossible. You must 
save for years—or else take a bank mortgage 
loan.”

“That’s exactly the point. But this man 
claims you can get it in a year or even less.”

“Is he a money doubler? I don’t recall seeing 
the advert. What’s the name of his compay?”

“I think it’s called Mango Seedling or 
Mango Tree, something like that. He calls it 
multi-level marketing. I call it 419.”

“Mango Tree?” I was greatly relieved. 
“That’s indigenous. If it’s indigenous it must 
be good,” I said.

“There you go again with that your 
nationalist fetish. If itch ingze-gze-nyash 
itch mush be guud! Blocking all thought 
with jingo.”

I felt hurt. I can’t stand anyone making 
fun of the way I talk. “Africa-Man, how many 
times shall I tell you? You are severely lacking 
in patriotism, I mean love of the fatherland.”

“OJ, sometimes I think you’re the biggest 
fool I know. I sometimes wonder why you 
and I are friends. You’ve got to learn to look 
beneath the surface of things! Otherwise one 
of these days some clever chap will sell you 
horse shit packaged in New South Wales and 
tell you it’s couscous from Kaura Namoda, 
and you’ll buy it out of patriotism. You know 
how you love couscous!”

“OK, OK! You made your point.” I was 
browbeaten. “Please tell me what this is all 
about.”

“Good. Thanks for getting off that low 
donkey-horse of yours.  This 419  scheme 
works like this: you pay N50,000 to join 
Mango Tree. Then you recruit five people who 
will each pay N50,000 to join.”

“Only five people? That’s too easy. . . it 
sounds too good to be true.”

“As the saying goes, if it sounds too good 
to be true, it is. So, Mr & Mrs Buyer, beware! . 
. . Anyway, I’m not finished. . . . As I said, you 
recruit five people. Each of the five will recruit 
five people who will pay the same amount 
to join. Then, each of the new recruits will 
recruit five people to do the same, and so on 
ad infinitum. Just three rounds of recruiting 
will raise over N156 million. Four rounds, and 
if some overzealous recruiters recruit more 
than five, the money goes into the billions 
and becomes uncountable using an ordinary 
calculator.”

I was stunned. “So. . . so, how do you get 
your N3 million house?”

“The company’s owner gives every 
recruiter a portion of the N50,000 registration 
fee paid by their recruits and their recruits 
and their recruits, ad infinitum. And of course 
the portion he keeps for himself is quite 
uncountable.”

“Na wah-o!”
“That’s not all. Naturally, the earlier joiners 

will make more money than the later ones. 
As American fraudsters like to say, a sucker 
(fool) is born every minute, meaning you’ll 
never run out of fools. As long as you’re suave 
and sharp and a good talker, you will always 
find a fool to talk out of his money.”

“What if you’re not suave and sharp and 
a good talker?”

“You get taken, that’s all. You’re left 
holding the empty bag.”

“You mean your money is gone? You don’t 
get the house?”

“It’s a written agreement, a condition for 
joining. If you can’t sweet-talk people into 
giving up their hard-earned N50,000, or can’t 
help your recruits recruit more recruits—if, 
in short, you run out of fools, your money 
is gone. No house, no car, no fancy holidays 
abroad as advertised.”

“Na wah-o!”
“Come on, OJ! You seem so surprised!”
“I am indeed. . . .”

                   •  To be continued
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Week
Quotes of the

Antivirus software depends on the virus 
definitions to identify malware. That is the 
reason it updates on the new viruses defini-
tions. Malware definitions contain signatures 
for any new viruses and other malware that 
has been classified as wild. If the antivirus 
software scans any application or file and if 
it finds the file infected by a malware that 
is similar to the malware in the malware 
definition. Then antivirus software termi-
nates the file from executing pushing it to 
the quarantine. The malware is processed 
accordingly corresponding to the type of 
antivirus software.

It is really essential for all the antivirus 
companies to update the definitions with 
the latest malware to ensure PC protection 
combating even the most latest form of mali-
cious threat. 

Signature-based detection - This is most 
common in Traditional antivirus software 
that checks all the .EXE files and validates 
it with the known list of viruses and other 
types of malware. or it checks if the un-
known executable files shows any misbehav-
iour as a sign of unknown viruses.

Files, programs and applications are basi-
cally scanned when they in use. Once an ex-
ecutable file is downloaded. It is scanned for 
any malware instantly. Antivirus software 
can also be used without the background 
on access scanning, but it is always advis-
able to use on access scanning because it is 
complex to remove malware once it infects 
your system.

Blogs
From the 

“We must deliver on infrastructure that is better than 
what is available in the Federal Capital Territory. We 
must aim at generating revenues much more than 
Lagos without putting unbearable tax burden on our 
people. We must therefore aim at developing our 
institutions because in the cause of this workshop, we 
shall be working on six thematic areas, which are the 
key pillars of our goal for the state.’’ Godwin Obaseki, 
Edo State Governor.
“The seat where Osinbajo is sitting should have been 
Tinubu’s but Nigeria’s political culture frowns at Mus-
lim/Muslim or Christian/Christian presidential ticket; 
that was why Osinbajo was brought in as a necessity, 
not as a foundation. Tinubu projected himself to be 
the Vice President to Buhari. No matter how badly 
the arrangement has now turned, the VP should not 
be treated poorly”. Dotun Hasan, president, Yoruba 
Youth Council (YYC).
“By weathering the storm in all stages of the competi-
tion, the Super Falcons displayed an uncommon spirit 
of patriotism to Nigeria. You have not only earned 
yourself a place in our history and advanced your 
careers as athletes, but your victory today is a vic-
tory to all Nigerians.We are proud of all the players 
and members of the technical crew more especially 
Florence Omagbemi, who made history as the first to 
win the championship as a player and a coach”. Yakubu 
Dogara , Speaker, House of Representatives.

Numbers
N49bn
The ban on vehicle importation through the land 
borders as well as the review of other fiscal items may 
have forced the Federal Government to reduce the 
projected revenue from the Nigeria Customs Service 
by N48.8bn in the 2017 fiscal period.

N47.6m
The Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission 
has slammed a N47.6m fine on the Transmission 
Company of Nigeria for various regulatory breaches.


