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A good fortune found in zoology is a researcher who knows how to 
sketch his research object. There are few examples of professional art-
ist zoologists in history. I can recall Nikolai N. Kondakov (1908–1999), 
one of the leading animal painters of the USSR and a specialist in 
cephalopods. His drawings were included in dozens of encyclopedias, 
keys, reference books, published in huge editions (e.g., in the USSR, 
the standard circulation of a scientific book was tens of thousands of 
copies). For example, Great Soviet Encyclopedia and the largest pop-
ular science zoological reference manual in the USSR, Animal Lives. 
The circulation of these publications amounted to more than a million 
copies. A significant part of his artistic heritage was made up of draw-
ings of amphibians and reptiles (see Adler [ed.] 2014. Contributions to 
the History of Herpetology, Volume 1 (revised and expanded). Society 
for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles, Ithaca, New York. 172 pp. + 
96 plates). Some of these drawings are now on display at the Zoologi-
cal Museum of the Zoological Institute of the Russian Academy of Sci-
ences, St. Petersburg, Russia (ZINRAS).

Currently, Alexander A. Ostroshabov is working as a senior curator 
of the amphibian and reptile exposition at ZINRAS. He is also a Senior 
Collection Keeper at the Zoological Institute’s Herpetology Laboratory. 
In Russia, and other countries of the former USSR, Ostroshabov is now 
the only professional herpetologist–animal painter. He uses a variety 
of drawing techniques, implementing pencil, brush, and ink. Ostro-
shabov’s expeditions with Dr. Nikolai L. Orlov (his postgraduate su-
pervisor) to Southeast Asia became a powerful impetus for his creativ-
ity. As a result of studies from Vietnam, he described a new species of 
Rhacophorus, R. larissae (Ostroshabov et al. 2013. Russian J. Herpetol. 

20:301–324). Ostroshabov is the author of drawings of amphibians and 
reptiles in Animals of Russia. Keys (2015), Red Book of St. Petersburg 
(2018; Figs. 1, 2), Encyclopedias of Animals of the Moscow Zoo (2019), 
and numerous popular science books by the publishing house AST.

In November 2019, the Zoological Museum opened Ostroshabov’s 
first solo exhibition with the intriguing title “East Asian Eublefars 
– Kings of the Asian Night” dedicated to Goniurosaurus. This 
eublepharid genus currently includes 24 species native to southern 
China, in the northern regions of Vietnam and on the Ryukyu Islands. 
The exhibition includes 15 color images of Goniurosaurus and black 
and white scientific illustrations on the morphology and behavior of 
these animals, produced between 2011–2012 for a book dedicated to 
these unusual and little-studied lizards (Fig. 3). It was timed to coincide 
with the 100th Anniversary of the Department of Herpetology of the 
ZINRAS. The official opening of the exhibition took place on the final 
day of the Second International Conference of Young Herpetologists 
of Russia and Neighboring Countries, dedicated to this anniversary. 
For two International Conference of Young Herpetologists of Russia 
and Neighboring Countries, he drew emblems (Fig. 4). At present 
Ostroshabov is preparing illustrations for the monograph Amphibians 
of Kazakhstan authored by Tatiana N. Dujsebayeva and a new edition 
of the Red Data Book of the Russian Federation.
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Fig. 1. Triturus cristatus; Gouache on paper; 29.5 × 21 cm.
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Fig. 2. Anguis colchica; Gouache on paper; 29.5 × 21 cm.

Fig. 3. Goniurosaurus luii; Gouache on paper; 29.5 × 21 cm.

Fig. 4. Pipa pipa; Pen & ink on Bristol board; 29.5 × 21 cm.


