
Hymns 

Sunday 24th January 2021 

The Third Sunday of the Epiphany 

Opening Hymn 

 
At Cana's wedding, long ago, 

they knew his presence by this sign, 
a virtue none but Christ could show, 

to turn their water into wine: 
and still on us his blessing be 

as in the days of Galilee. 

 
What if the way be far to go 

and life at times a weary load? 
Yet may our hearts within us glow 

as theirs on that Emmaus road: 

the risen Christ become our guest, 
with him to walk, in him to rest. 

 
O Lord of all our life below, 

O risen Lord of realms above, 
eternal joy be ours to know, 

united in the bond of love: 

one in the faith, with one accord, 
one with each other and the Lord  

 
Timothy Dudley-Smith (b.1926) 
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Communion Hymn 

God be in my head, 
and in my understanding; 

God be in mine eyes, 
and in my looking; 

 God be in my mouth, 

and in my speaking; 

 God be in my heart, 

and in my thinking; 

God be at mine end, 

and at my departing. 

Final Hymn 

 
And can it be that I should gain 

An interest in the Saviour's blood? 
Died he for me, who caused his pain? 

For me, who him to death pursued? 

Amazing love! how can it be 
That thou, my God, should die for me? 

 

Tis mystery all! Th' Immortal dies! 

Who can explore his strange design? 

In vain the firstborn seraph tries 
To sound the depths of love divine! 

'Tis mercy all! let earth adore, 
Let angel minds inquire no more.  

 
He left his Father's throne above, 

So free, so infinite his grace; 

Emptied himself of all but love, 
And bled for Adam's helpless race; 

'Tis mercy all, immense and free; 
For, O my God, it found out me. 

 
Long my imprisoned spirit lay 

Fast bound in sin and nature's night; 

Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 

My chains fell off, my heart was free; 
I rose, went forth and followed thee. 

 

No condemnation now I dread; 

Jesus, and all in him is mine! 
Alive in him, my living head, 

And clothed in righteousness divine, 

Bold I approach th' eternal throne, 

And claim the crown, through Christ my own.  

 
Charles Wesley, 1707-1788  



THE COLLECT 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of heaven and earth: 

mercifully hear the prayers of your people, 

and grant your peace to our times; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, world without end. . Amen. 

 

FIRST READING    

Genesis 14.17-20 

17After Abram’s return from the defeat of 

Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the 

king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of 

Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley). 18And King 

Melchizedek of Salem brought out bread and wine; he 

was priest of God Most High. 19He blessed him and said, 

 ‘Blessed be Abram by God Most High, 

  maker of heaven and earth; 

 20and blessed be God Most High, 

  who has delivered your enemies into your hand!’ 

And Abram gave him one-tenth of everything. 

At the end the reader may say  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM    

Psalm 128 

Refrain: How abundant is your goodness, O Lord. 

1  Blessed are all those who fear the Lord,   

and walk in his ways. 

2  You shall eat the fruit of the toil of your hands;   

it shall go well with you, and happy shall you be.  

Refrain: How abundant is your goodness, O Lord. 

3  Your wife within your house 

 shall be like a fruitful vine;   

your children round your table, 

 like fresh olive branches. 

4  Thus shall the one be blest   

who fears the Lord.  

Refrain: How abundant is your goodness, O Lord. 

5  The Lord from out of Zion bless you,   

that you may see Jerusalem in prosperity 

 all the days of your life. 

6  May you see your children’s children   

and may there be peace upon Israel. 

Refrain: How abundant is your goodness, O Lord. 

 

Advent Sunday SECOND READING   Revelation 19.6-10 

6I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great 

multitude, like the sound of many waters and like the 

sound of mighty thunder-peals, crying out,  

 ‘Hallelujah! 

 For the Lord our God 

  the Almighty reigns. 

 7Let us rejoice and exult 

  and give him the glory, 

 for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 

  and his bride has made herself ready; 

 8to her it has been granted to be clothed 

  with fine linen, bright and pure’ –  

for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.  

9And the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are those 

who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’ 

And he said to me, ‘These are true words of God.’ 
10Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said 

to me, ‘You must not do that! I am a fellow-servant with 

you and your comrades who hold the testimony of Jesus. 

Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 

prophecy.’ 

At the end the reader may say  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL READING    

John 2.1-11 

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in 

Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, and Jesus and his 

disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the 

wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no 

more wine.” 

“Dear woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. 

“My time has not yet come.” 

His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells 

you.” 

Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the 

Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty 

to thirty gallons. 

Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so 

they filled them to the brim. 

Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to 

the master of the banquet.” 

They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the 

water that had been turned into wine. He did not realise 

where it had come from, though the servants who had 

drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom 

aside and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first 

and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too 

much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.” 

This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at 

Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his 

disciples put their faith in him. 


