
SESSION 3 – SMALL GROUP LEADER’S GUIDE 

John 11:45-57 – What is Our Response to Christ? 

 

Review of Sermon Notes 

Theme of John: To awaken and advance faith by revealing and raising up Christ 
 
1. Is Your Heart HARD Or HUMBLE Towards Christ? 
 
2. Is Jesus A THREAT To Your Kingdom Or The RULER Of Your Kingdom? 
 
3. Will You Trust In YOUR Perspective Or In GOD’S Perspective Of Your Life? 
 

--- 

 

Open in Prayer 

Some thoughts and suggestions for your prayer time:  

• Pray that those at Lighthouse would be a faithful witness at their schools, workplaces, homes, etc. 

• Pray that Lighthouse as a local church would be a light in the South Bay community. 

• Pray that the church universal would be a Christ-like example and beacon of hope in light of the current 

political and social issues. 

 

Time of Worship 

Spend time in musical worship. Some suggestions include:  

• Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus – Sovereign Grace Music 

• Jesus, Thank You – Sovereign Grace Music  

 

Community Building Discussion 

Ask the group either of the following question(s). 

  

What was a “great plan” that you had that turned out badly?  

 

- OR - 

 

What was a bad plan that you had that actually turned out better than you expected?  

 

Transition: One of the beloved verses for Christians is Genesis 50:20 where Joseph says, “As for you, you 

meant evil against me, but God meant it for good.” When things don’t go according to plan (for better or for 

worse), we are reminded that our own knowledge is limited and that we are not in control. We are surprised 

when the outcomes are different than our expectations, but for God, they show that He is sovereign. In our 

passage for this week, John 11:45-57, the religious leaders devise a plan to arrest Jesus and put Him to 

death. However, God uses what they meant for evil and intends it for good, namely the salvation of people 

through the death of one man. 

 

Key Idea: A humble heart submits to God’s agenda and trusts in God’s perspective. 



 

Read the Text 

Have everyone turn to John 11:45-57, and either take turns reading portions, or have someone in the group read it 

aloud. 

 

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him, 46 but some of 

them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered 

the council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, 

everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 49 But one of 

them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. 50 Nor do you understand that 

it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” 51 He did not say 

this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 52 and not 

for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 53 So from that day on 

they made plans to put him to death. 

 

54 Jesus therefore no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from there to the region near the wilderness, 

to a town called Ephraim, and there he stayed with the disciples. 

 

55 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and many went up from the country to Jerusalem before the 

Passover to purify themselves. 56 They were looking for Jesus and saying to one another as they stood in the 

temple, “What do you think? That he will not come to the feast at all?” 57 Now the chief priests and the Pharisees 

had given orders that if anyone knew where he was, he should let them know, so that they might arrest him. 

 

Suggested Order of Questions: 

• With the whole group: Word #1, 2; Work #3 

• In smaller groups: Worship #1, 2, 3 

 

--- 

 

Word: How this truth should be understood 

1. As Pastor Wayne said, we don’t live based on the facts of our experience, but based on our interpretation of 

the facts. In v. 47, the religious leaders affirm that “this man [Jesus] performs many signs.” What kind of 

response would you expect from someone who has witnessed not just one, but multiple miracles from 

Jesus? How do they respond instead? 

 

Answer 

You would expect someone who has witnessed multiple miracles to become more convinced or at least 

perhaps reconsider their view. Even though some of the Jews do believe in Jesus after his miracle, these 

Pharisees can only think in regards to the political ramifications and their own positions of power. They have 

already made up their minds about Jesus and their response reveals their hardened hearts. 

 

2. In vv. 51-52, John points out that Caiaphas the high priest spoke better than he knew. What did Caiaphas 

have in mind when he made his statement in vv. 49-50 and how would his words actually come true? 

 



Answer 

When Caiaphas speaks in vv. 49-50, he is proposing an expedient solution to what he thinks is a largely 

political problem. It’s better for everyone that one man, Jesus, die rather than make Rome upset and put the 

entire nation of Israel in danger. His statement ends up being ironic for a couple of reasons: (1) In just 40 

years, the Romans would crush the nation of Israel and destroy the temple, so from a political perspective, 

Caiaphas’ plan for Jesus’ death failed (2) More significantly, John points out in vv. 51-52 that Jesus, the 

“one man,” did die so that the nation would not have to perish, not politically but spiritually. 

 

Worship: How this truth affects your heart 

1. In their hardness of heart, the Jewish authorities had already decided that Jesus was a blasphemer despite 

the evidence. Rather than being rational, they became rationalizing. Is there an area of your life where your 

heart has also grown hardened towards God and you are prone to respond like the Pharisees did? 

 

Answers will vary 

 

2. The Pharisees ordered Jesus’ arrest in the name of “our place and our nation” (v. 48), but what they were 

really concerned about was their own positions of power. As Pastor Wayne said, Jesus was like the hammer 

threatening to smash their idolatry and they were willing to sacrifice Jesus for the sake of their own desires. 

What are some of your idols that are threatened by Jesus’ kingdom? If you dig further, are there other more 

fundamental desires underneath those idols? 

 

Answers will vary 

For example, we may say that Jesus might threaten our idolatry of our children or education or career (and 

those “good” things can indeed become idols when we value them too much). However, just as the 

Pharisees’ concern for their “place” and “nation” actually meant their own positions of influence, our idolatry 

of our children or career, for example, can actually just mean our own idolatry of personal success or 

achievement. I desire and worship my own sense of achievement and therefore I see my children as an 

extension of fulfilling that desire. 

 

3. Pastor Wayne said that God’s sovereignty and will can either be a comfort or a threat to your life. Consider 

some of the circumstances of your life. How does God’s sovereignty help you see those things as a 

comfort? 

 

Answers will vary 

 

Work: How this truth works out in your life 

1. Name a specific difficulty in your life that you are going through. Write out a prayer from the lens of God’s 

sovereignty. What is one practical way that you can respond differently to your circumstances in light of 

God’s sovereignty? For example, God’s sovereignty enabled Joseph not only to trust, but also to forgive his 

brothers who wronged him (Gen 50:15-21). 

 

Answers will vary 

 



2. In our passage, we see the massive difference between human knowledge and God’s knowledge. Caiaphas 

ironically claims that the other Pharisees “know nothing at all” (v. 49) when in fact he has no idea about his 

prophetic words. God’s knowledge is so much greater than ours, yet He would still choose Jesus crucified 

as the demonstration of His wisdom (1 Cor 1:23-24). For us, there are some things that God does in our 

lives that we simply will never understand, but we’re still called to trust Him. Think of a situation in your life 

that you’re struggling to make sense of. Write down a few biblical truths that you can return to when life 

doesn’t make sense.  

 

Answers will vary 

For example, Romans 8:38-39: “This trial or difficult circumstance is God loving me…” 

 

3. Taking time to remember God’s sovereignty is one way that we can fuel our worship. Think of an example 

from your life when you experienced the truth of Genesis 50:20 (“As for you, you meant evil against me, but 

God meant it for good”). Spend time reflecting on it for your own worship and be ready to share it with your 

fellow small group members. 

 

Answers will vary 

 

--- 

 

Sharing and Prayer 
1. The theme of our study in John is “to awaken and advance faith.” In session 1, we shared one area in which 

we’d like to grow in living out your faith as a result of this season’s study. In what ways were you able to apply 
what you learned in the previous session this past week?  
 
Be sure to follow-up on their prayer requests week to week as a way of tracking and encouraging change! 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What are some ways that you’d like to apply what you just learned to that one area you’d like to grow in living out 
your faith? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Share other prayer requests. 
 
 

   


