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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 7th December, 2016, at 7.00pm, in 
Hamsteels Community Centre, Western Avenue, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors J Armstrong, K Duggan, R Makepeace, L McKendrick and D Robb 

and County Councillors D Bell and J Chaplow 
 
87. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
An apology for absence was received from County Councillor A Bonner. 
 
88. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations.  
 
89. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

 Operation Spruce Up was an environmental programme which would involve highways, street 
cleaning and grounds maintenance working together to improve the appearance of villages 
and towns.  Langley Moor High Street had been chosen as the area to be targeted in the Mid 
Durham AAP area.  

 The Council had 42,000 tonnes of rock salt, a fleet of vehicles on standby and preparations 
for cold weather had been underway for some time.  The budget for this year was £5.2m 
which would enable 1700km of roads to be treated. 

 Free parking would be available in Durham City in Council car parks and on-street after 3pm 
in the run up to Christmas.  

 The Council offices would close at 4.30pm on 23rd December and re-open at 8.30am on 3rd 
January.  Over the Christmas period, emergencies could be reported on 03000 260000. 

 Lloyds Bank in Esh Winning would be closing in the New Year.  
 Building works to extend the doctors surgery had begun and patients were being asked to 

bear with them during these works.  
 

Items brought to the attention of County Councillors included: 
 

 Flytipping previously reported had still not been removed and, in some areas, additional 
tipping had taken place.  Councillor Bell had raised the matter and was waiting to hear back.  
In the meantime, County Councillors would arrange for a site visit with the Clean and Green 
team.  

 Repairs were required at the junction of Steadmans Lane and the B6302.  These would be 
reported to the County Council.  

 The barriers which had been placed across the damaged footbridge to the allotments had 
been removed and people were continuing to cross the bridge.  The County Council had 
previously advised that there were currently no funds available for repairs to the bridge and 
an alternative route to the allotment site was available, although this was inconvenient for 
many local residents and allotment holders.  It was suggested that a meeting be arranged 
with the County Council, Parish Council, allotment holders and residents to discuss options to 
find a way forward.  

 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
90. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 26th October, 2016, were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 
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91. MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
92. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £195.86 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for November. 
(ii) £1,239.38 in respect of staff wages. 
(iii) £195.94 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for November. 
(iv) £1.855.00 to Ikea in respect of furniture (Banks Funding).  
(v) £553.92 to Online Reality Furniture in respect of furniture (Banks funding). 
(vi) £398.40 to Projector Point in respect of projector screen and mount. 
(vii) £62.20 to Northumbrian Water Ltd in respect of water bill for community centre. (Direct 

Debit to be set up to cover future payments.) 
(viii) £195.86 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for December. 
(ix) Makepeace Landscapes in respect of grounds maintenance. 
(x) £1,239.38 in respect of staff wage. 
(xi) £195.94 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for December. 
(xii) £4,566.53 to Durham County Council in respect of broadband installation.   
(xiii) £163.35 to the Clerk in respect of reimbursement for costs of stationery. 
(xiv) £484.20 to WJM Quigley Ltd in respect of additional works instructed during the 

community centre building works.  
(xv) £4,506.80 WJM Quigley Ltd in respect of amount due on Final Account for building 

works.  
 

(b) Cheques issued:  
  
(i) 26th Oct 2016 £ 298.52 Clerk’s wages    No. 904 
(ii) 26th Oct 2016 £ 221.54 HMRC     No. 905 
(iii) 26th Oct 2016 £ 106.26 Display Wizard    No. 906 
(iv) 26th Oct 2016 £ 3,056.00 Ikea     No. 907 
(v) 26th Oct 2016 £ 1,980.00 Interplan Signs    No. 908 
(vi) 26th Oct 2016 £ 1,261.00 Makepeace Landscapes  No. 909 
(vii) 26th Oct 2016 £ 25.00 Durham City Homes   No. 910 
(viii) 26th Oct 2016 £ 145.00 Cornsay Village Residents Assoc No. 911 
(ix) 26th Oct 2016 £ 178.00 Makepeace Landscapes  No. 912 
(x) 26th Oct 2016 £ 604.60 Nisbets     No. 913 
(xi) 21st Nov 2016 £ 4,506.80 WJM Quigley Ltd   No. 013 

 
(c) Cash at Bank: 

 
Northern Rock  £32,080.32 
Barclays  £5,913.66 
Barclays (Savings) £7,251.55 

 
93. CORRESPONDENCE 

    
There was no correspondence requiring the Council’s attention.  
 
94. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 
(a) I Stirman West Farm 

Cornsay 
Outline application for detached house with 
all matters reserved 

  
Resolved: That, while the Council has no objection to the principle of development on this 
site, Members would request that the amenity of neighbouring properties be fully and 
carefully considered when determining any future reserved matters application given their 
proximity and orientation.  
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(b) R Suddes South Farm 
Cornsay 

Outline planning permission for 
development on site of former housing at 
Cornsay 
 

 Resolved: That in principle, the Council would support development of the site provided that 
the number and style of properties was in keeping with the village and Conservation Area. 

 
95. PRECEPT 2016/2017 
 
Consideration was given to the report of the Clerk which set out the Council’s current financial 
position, allocated amounts and the Council’s requirements for next year. A number of illustrative 
budget options had been prepared for Members’ information. 
 
Of particular note, although the Council’s tax base would increase marginally, a further reduction on 
the Local Council Tax Support Scheme Grant would result in a reduction in the Council’s income if no 
increase to the precept was agreed. 
  
Resolved: (i) That Council’s current financial be noted. 
(ii) That the funds remaining at the year-end be allocated to the community building and 
miscellaneous budgets on an even split basis. 
(iii) That the community building and play area opt out ringfenced funds be closed and any balance 
remaining be allocated to the community building budget. 
(iv) That the remaining contingency budget at the year-end be ringfenced as a contingency fund and 
carried forward. 
(v) That the Precept be increased by 5% and that the budget option be agreed accordingly. 
 
96. FLYTIPPING ENFORCEMENT CAMERAS 
 
Parish Councils had been asked to identify any flytipping hot-spots at which the enforcement 
cameras could be deployed.  Sites suggested included Rose Court/Newhouse Road and various 
locations around Cornsay.  
 
97. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 

(a) Capital Project Evaluation 
 
The Capital Project Evaluation had now been drafted for Members’ comments.  The Evaluation would 
be circulated by email with any comments to be passed to the Clerk, prior to the document being 
forwarded to the relevant organisations.  
 

(b) Appointment of Cleaner 
 
The Clerk had been in contact with Durham County Council in relation to the Service Level 
Agreement.  The SLA was being drafted for the Council’s approval. 
 
Resolved: That the SLA be circulated to Members when received. 
 

(c) Logo 
 
A number of new options for a logo had now been received and circulated for Members’ comments.  
 
The proposals involved the use of the tree image prepared for use in the business plan and Lottery 
application documents. 
 
After discussion, it was felt that something more original was required. 
 
Resolved: That the requirement for something more original be communicated and further options 
be requested.  
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(d) Marketing and Development Officers  - Update 
 
The Clerk provided a brief update on the work the Marketing and Development Officers had been 
undertaking in relation to generating business, marketing and funding.  
 
The Clerk had obtained details of various online training courses which could be relevant to their 
work, with costs in the region of £20-30 per course.  
 
Discussion took place in relation to the marketing and promotion of the centre, with it being 
suggested that the centre needed to be promoted more in Esh Winning so people were aware of the 
activities on offer.  The Mid Durham AAP’s Head’s Up publication was also suggested as an 
opportunity for awareness raising across a wider area.  
 
Resolved: (i) That the Clerk discuss with the Marketing and Development Officers the training 
courses available and make the necessary arrangements to book appropriate sessions. 
(ii) That the Marketing and Development Officers be asked to look at options and methods for raising 
awareness of the centre and its activities in Esh Winning.  
(iii) That the Marketing and Development Officers be requested to produce a short written report for 
each Parish Council meeting outlining their work and progress.  
 

The Meeting closed at 8.05 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


