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Baker Library, Special Collections

Harvard Business School

25 Harvard Way, Boston, MA 02163

Lauar Linard, Senior Director, Baker Library Special Collections

Rachael Comunale, Dun Genealogy Project Manager, Baker Library Special Collections

rcomunale@hbs.edu

From	its	incep;on,	Baker	Library	has	collected	rare	and	unique	materials	that	focus	on	the	
evolu;on	of	business	and	industry.	Spanning	eight	centuries,	the	collec;ons	include	corporate	
archives,	manuscripts,	account	ledgers,	rare	books,	broadsides,	photographs,	films,	and	
electronic	records.	Baker	Library	also	houses	the	R.G.	Dun	&	Company	Collec;on	of	Credit	
Reports,	which	includes	nearly	2,600	volumes	of	credit	report	books	da;ng	from	the	1840s	to	
the	1890s.	The	collec;on	covers	businesses,	large	and	small,	across	the	United	States	and	its	
territories,	and	offers	unique	insights	into	the	early	U.S.	economy	and	society.

The	Pforzheimer	Fellow	will	research	and	write	four	or	five	short	essays	on	the	most	common	
industries/occupa;ons	in	the	United	States	in	the	mid-19th	century,	as	determined	through	an	
analysis	of	a	large	data	set	compiled	from	the	1850	U.S.	Census	of	Manufactures.	Each	essay	
will	focus	in	detail	on	one	industry	using	both	qualita;ve	and	quan;ta;ve	examples	from	the	
R.G.	Dun	volumes,	demonstra;ng	how	a	data-driven	approach	can	open	new	avenues	of	
research	in	well-known	and	heavily-used	manuscript	sources.

Baker	Library	has	launched	a	genealogy	and	research	service	based	around	the	R.G.	Dun	&	
Company	Collec;on	of	Credit	Reports.	One	integral	part	of	this	service	is	the	short	essays	that	
accompany	genealogy	reports,	providing	historical	contextualiza;on	on	the	history	of	credit	
repor;ng,	the	history	of	the	R.G.	Dun	Collec;on,	and	about	some	of	the	unique	facets	of	the	
nineteenth	century	economy.	These	essays	have	been	frequently	cited	as	one	of	the	most	
valuable	parts	of	the	service	for	patrons,	and	so	as	the	project	con;nues	to	grow,	we	plan	to	
broaden	the	range	of	historical	resources	available.	



!

!

'

'
'
!

!

!

(Project'description'continued'from'page'1:)'

The Pforzheimer Fellow will research and write essays on the most common industries 
and occupations in the United States at the time that R.G. Dun & Company began 
producing credit reports. Each essay will focus in detail on one industry. The Fellow 
should expect to complete four to five essays, depending on pacing. The essays 
should illuminate each industry from both a qualitative and quantitative perspective. 
For example, the essays should speak to the typical capitalization of a firm in the given 
industry, methods of payment accepted, the average amount of credit extended to the 
firm, etc. They should also discuss common struggles faced by firms, the 
organizational form of the business (i.e. proprietorship or partnership), the number of 
employees, etc. The Fellow should synthesize information for each industry across 
states, to create a broad picture of the industry at the national level, and also discuss 
regional variation in how business was conducted.

In order to identify the most common industries, the Fellow will use data compiled from 
the 1850 U.S. Census of Manufactures. This data set documents the number of firms 
in each state by industry, as well as the total capitalization and total size of the 
workforce for each industry (nationally, and by state). This data set will thus serve as a 
launch pad to identify industries to research in the R.G. Dun Collection, and will also 
provide guidance as to which R.G. Dun volumes may have the most records for given 
industries, since the collection is organized geographically by state. The Fellow should 
then use his or her discretion to continue research within the collection on each 
industry, working collaboratively with the Project Manager. 

We seek a Fellow with an interest in the history of American capitalism, and in the 
intersection of nineteenth century American economic, social, and cultural history. 
Experience working with nineteenth century manuscripts is desirable, though not 
required. This position is ideal for individuals seeking library experience and the 
opportunity to contribute to the development of a unique research service at Baker 
Library. 


