
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 
At the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING of the ELECTORS of CORNSAY PARISH held on 25th May 2016 at 

7.00pm in Woodland Hall, Esh Winning.  

 

Present:  

Councillor Barbara Armstrong (in the Chair) 

and Parish Councillors Joe Armstrong, Kathleen Duggan, Rhoda Makepeace, and Duncan 

Robb 

   

Apologies:  

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors FS Duggan and L McKendrick and 

County Councillors David Bell, Anne Bonner and Jean Chaplow.  

 

Opening Remarks: 

 Councillor Barbara Armstrong welcomed those present to the meeting. 

 

Minutes: 

 The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 27th May 2015 were confirmed as a 

correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

Report of the Chairman of the Parish Council: 

 Councillor Barbara Armstrong gave her report on the Parish Council’s activities during 
what had been another busy and productive year.  
 

Membership of the Council had remained the same during the year, with vacant seats still 

being available.  

 

County Councillors had regularly attended meetings and taken an interest in what we 

were doing.   

 

The highpoint of the year had been the success at Stage 3 of the Big Lottery Reaching 

Community Buildings Scheme, and being awarded £455,000 towards the cost of the new 

building, which together with other funding, meant work on the new building could begin. 

 

As well as the funding for the capital works, the Lottery had also granted us funding to 

employ a marketing and development officer for 2 years.  The recruitment process for the 

role was underway and an appointment would be made towards the end of June. 

 

 Another highlight of the year had been being recognised as Council of the Week by the 

National Association of Local Councils following the successful Lottery bid.  It showed 

what a small parish council could achieve. 

 

It had been a very quiet year for planning applications with only 5 being considered. The 

former school site was to be developed with bungalows and this application was 

supported by the Council. 

 

An increase in the precept of 3% had agreed, mainly due to the reduction in the grant 

received towards off-setting the reduction in our precept following changes to the Council 

Tax support scheme.  This increase left the Council in a similar position to the previous 

year, but with careful financial management the increase had been minimised.  



The youth shelter had been vandalised on two occasions during the year.  On one 

occasion, the young people responsible were identified by the Police and repairs were 

paid for by the Council’s insurance company.  The youth shelter had been asked for by 

the young people and much work went into fund raising.  It was disappointing that a tiny 

minority were spoiling it for others. 

 

Reports from Other Organisations: 

 There were no reports from other organisations.  

 

Issues Raised by Electors: 

  Footbridge opposite Rose Court 

A resident had reported the dangerous condition of the footbridge which lead to the 

allotments on the far side of the beck.   

 

The Clerk had made enquiries with Durham County Council which had advised that there 

was a temporary closure order in place in relation to the bridge due to its unsafe 

condition.  

 

The bridge was well used by local residents and allotment holders and the alternative 

route involved a long walk.  The bridge had been in this condition for a considerable time 

with no sign of repair works being undertaken.  

 

Resolved: That a letter be sent to Durham County Council requesting the footbridge be 

repaired.  

 

 

The meeting closed at 7.15pm 


