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The Pursuit of Excellence 
Phil 1:9  And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in 
all judgment;  Phil 1:10  That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere 
and without offence till the day of Christ; 
 
I. Introduction: 

How many appreciate good quality?  How many like “the best”? 
In the past there was a time we 3 little words were enough to guarantee that any product 
was the absolute best that could be had anywhere.  They ensured that the customer would 
be completely satisfied, and that they were going to get their money’s worth.  They were 
the words “Made in America”.  People bought American cars (Ford, GM & Chrysler) 
because they were the best.  American electronics (RCA, Magnavox, etc.) were prized 
around the world.  People bought these products because they knew what these words 
meant.   

 
It meant that the people who built it …. 
 
A. Had the “know how” – the skills to build it right.  They had the right training.  They 

knew the difference between superior and inferior and had been taught to do the job 
right. 
 

B. Had used the best materials.  There was no skimping just to get by or make a quick 
buck. 

 
 

C. Took the time and had the patience to do a job right.  Time invested was translated 
as lifespan prolonged. 
 

D. Took pride in their work.  They weren’t going to let an unacceptable product leave the 
factory with their company’s name on it. 

 
Today that just isn’t so.  If you want the best car you can get, you have to get one from 
Germany (Mercedes, Lexus, BMW, Audi, or Volkswagen.)  If you want the best 
electronics, you have to get one from Japan or somewhere else in the orient.  
Consequently, America is no longer even considered a manufacturing based country 
anymore.  We are considered a SERVICE based country.  (More people waiting on tables 
than working in factories.)  The #1 reason for this IS NOT cheaper wages else where 
(Germans get paid more!)  The reason: The attitude that says: “That’s good enough!”  
(Even the service we give is NOT THAT GOOD!)  Example… Tips = “To Ensure Proper 
Service”. 
 
Sadly, that same attitude gets into a church.  It can make a great church a mediocre church!  
I don’t want to be a part of a mediocre church!  I want to be part of a great church! 
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Phil 1:9  And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and 
in all judgment;  Phil 1:10  That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be 
sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; 
 
God Is Calling Us To Excellence!   
 Excellence is not just being the best, but doing the best you can do! 
 
Why focus excellence and why now? 
 
There are some words that God has been speaking – at least to me!  I don’t know if you 
have been listening or not, but there are couple of words and phrases that have been giving 
by the spirit to us lately.  (I am trying to be sensitive to the spirit!) 
1. There is a fresh wave of God’s presence coming into the church! 
2. Time of Release!  Release the praise – release the dance – release the joy! 
 
This is our time!  We need to seize the moment and move beyond the normal to the 
supernatural!  If we are EVER going to be a GREAT Church – NOW is out TIME! 
 

II. How Can We Make A GOOD Church A GREAT Church? 
Two Words:  Pursue Excellence! 
Phil 3:13  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, 
forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are 
before,  Phil 3:14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.  Phil 3:15  Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any 
thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. 
 
A. Pursue Excellent in Our Vision! 

Prov 29:18  Where there is no vision, the people perish: 
Prov 29:18  Where there is no (fresh) revelation, the people cast off restraint; 
A statesman once said; “Some people see things as they are and ask why, I dream of 
things that never were and ask why not!” 
God is looking for some visionaries who will say why not!  Let’s do what has never 
been done.  Let’s do what has never been attempted. 
 
7 most deadly words to a church: “We’ve never done it that way before”! 
 
Change your aim!  (Sin = archery term.  “Miss the Mark!)  Remember you get what 
you aim for! 
Stop saying, “We want to be as good as…….”  Start asking: “How can we become 
better than ever before?” 
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God has some big ideas are out there that he is just waiting for the right person to come 
along and bring it to life. 
 
WE NEED TO ALL GET THE VISION OF THE HOUSE! 
Pastor showed us some things in his vision during the dinner we had.  We ALL NEED 
TO CATCH THE VISION. 
Pulling in the same direction!  Some people are just along for the ride! 
 

B. Pursue Excellence in Our Purpose 
What is our purpose?  Why do we exist?  Is there a shortage of churches in Panama City 
Beach? 
Is the church a social meeting place?   
The church should be more than just… an eating, feeding, marrying, burying, charity 
program! 
 
We have been called to … 
1. Exalt the Lord…  REACH UP (If we are NOT praising & worshipping God, then 

everything else falls apart.) 
2. Evangelize the world. REACH OUT (Both here in PC and around the world.) 

Evangelism starts at the door of the church!    
3. Edify (build up) the body of Christ!   REACH AROUND.   

Gal 5:6  For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth anything, nor 
uncircumcision, but faith which worketh by love.  
Purpose in our hearts to show that … THE LOVE OF JESUS REALLY WORKS! 

 
C. Pursue Excellence in Our Prayer Life 

We must never forget that we are fighting a SPIRITUAL WARFARE! 
The kind of change that is needed in people’s lives can only be accomplished when God 
is on the scene changing lives.  This can ONLY happen by us being a praying church!   
 
If we are going to have a reputation – What kind of reputation do you want? 
Pastor wants to be known as “the most Spiritual Church!” 
 
Mat 17:19  Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him 
out?  Mat 17:20  And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say 
unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, 
Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible 
unto you.  Mat 17:21  Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting. 
That doesn’t mean we have to have a 24 hour prayer chain going at all times.  But it 
does mean that we it’s time to pray we all (1) SHOW UP; (2) FOCUS on what is going 
on (3) PRAY! 
 
Think about this….. 
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What would happen in our church if just during the 20 minutes from 9:30 to 9:50 on 
Sunday mornings if EVERYONE WOULD GET TOGETHER AND REALLY PRAY? 
 
What would happen if we had more in the prayer meeting than in the break room eating 
doughnuts? 
 
What would happen if instead of having to corral, tackle and hogtie folks, people can in 
ON TIME and started praying?  Prayer could become contagious.  Can you imagine the 
results?  
 

D. Pursue Excellence in Our Growth 
Not just talking about numerical increase.  (Have a pity party and get a crowd!) 

1. Spiritual growth – Growing in God 
2. Personal growth – Growing in maturity 
3. Generational growth – Making sure the NEXT generation is ready and 

empowered. 
4. AND Numerical growth! 

 
HOW? 
If you are a greeter – Be best ever. Discover visitor’s name then introduce them by 
name. 
If you are an usher – Don’t just pass the plate – Be the best usher ever.  (Look for ways 
to serve! And be of assistance.  If someone new comes in late, help them find a seat.) 
If you are a musician – strive to be the best!  LEARN to be flexible and go with God’s 
flow.  (I had a musician get upset because we switched “their song”! 
If you are a teacher – Be the best teacher ever! 
 
Ask yourself these questions:  
1. Am I doing the very best job that I can?  (Do you fully understand your job 

description?)  BE WARNED – If we don’t take our position seriously God is able to 
raise up someone else to do it!  That’s what he did with Eli and his sons!   He raised 
up Samuel to be the spiritual leader in Israel!  First of the Prophets!   

2. How can I improve to do a better job? Is there some training or material I can get to 
make me more effective? 

3. Am I preparing myself AHEAD OF TIME to do this ministry?  I’m I giving it the 
needed forethought?  (Man whose guitar was always out of tune!) 

4. Am I investing the TIME to do this job right? 
5. Am I accepting the responsibility and being accountable? 

 
III. Our supreme example of excellence – Jesus 

Heb 8:6  But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the 
mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises. 
Aren’t you glad Jesus did not due just an “adequate” job?   



 5

 
What if He had NOT PAID FOR our …….? 
1. HEALING,   1 Pet 2:24  Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, 

that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were 
healed. 

2. PEACE, Isa 53:5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; 

3. ASSURANCE, 2 Tim 1:12  … for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day. 

 
IV. God is preparing an excellent “glorious” church.   

Eph 5:25  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave 
himself for it;  Eph 5:26  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by 
the word,  Eph 5:27  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, 
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 
 
Be all you can be!  (Don’t join the Marines!  Sell out to God!)  Are you all you can be?  
Where is there room for improvement? 
 
Our personal prayer should be for excellence in everything we do! 


