
REVIEW OF HUMAN RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS IN OCCUPIED DONETSK
AND LUHANSK REGIONS

press@vostok-sos.org

NOVEMBER, 2018

In November, 2018, the new facts of human rights violations were identified in certain districts 
of Luhansk and Donetsk regions, controlled by the armed groups of so-called “LPR” and “DPR”: 
illegal detentions, restrictions of freedom of movement of civilians, involvement of schoolchildren 
into the events with propagandistic aims, development of parallel legal system and violation 
of property rights. Unfortunately, all these human rights violations have become a “norm” for 
residents of the territories of so-called “people’s republics”.

1. Illegal arrests, detentions and restriction of freedom of movement

On November 1, 2018, it was reported on the web-site of the so-called “General Prosecutor’s 
Office of Donetsk People’s Republic (DPR)”, that the preliminary investigation on charges against 
Zh. was completed. Zh. is a service member of the 57th independent motorized infantry brigade 
of the Armed Forces of Ukraine who was charged in duty under instruction to carry out terrorist 
activities; taking actions aimed at the violent seizure of power and the dismantlement of “DPR 
statehood”; attempted sabotage; illegal crossing of the “DPR state border”, as well as illegal 
carrying of weapons and ammunition. It is reported that “overnight into February 17, 2018, a 
reconnaissance group of eight servicemen of the 57th independent motorized infantry brigade of 
the Armed Forces of Ukraine, including soldier Zh., crossed the border of DPR to collect intelligence 
information and commit an act of sabotage. The saboteurs were identified and Zh., a member of 
the criminal group was captured in the course of the clash”.

On November 11, 2018, a person detained in the back room of one of the so-called “polling 
stations” of the occupied Donetsk region, which controlled by the occupation administration of 
the Russian Federation. He was accused of being an agent of the Security Service of Ukraine (SSU) 
and delivering the device filled with an incendiary mixture to a member of the district election 
commission who had to put it in the ballot box filled with “ballots”.

On November 12, 2018, it was reported on social networks by the residents of the occupied 
Horlivka, the town controlled by the occupation administration of the Russian Federation, that the 
occupation authorities of the “DPR” started to dismiss civil servants, who previously had refused 
to vote on the so-called “elections”.
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From November 23 to 25, 2018, in the occupied territory of Donetsk region controlled by the 
occupation government of the Russian Federation, 281 people were detained for violating the 
curfew during the “Night City” “operational-preventive operation”.

On November 30, 2018, it was reported on the website of the so-called “Ministry of State Security 
of Luhansk People’s Republic (LPR), that Tatiana Nikolaevna Gorbulich was sentenced to 12 years 
and 6 months of imprisonment with confiscation of property by the “military court of LPR”. A 
resident of Slovyanoserbsk district was found guilty of committing a crime according to “Art. 335 
“treason against the State” of the Penal Code of LPR“ by providing material, technical, advisory 
and other assistance to representatives of a foreign organization, namely, the special services of 
Ukraine, in activities against the security of LPR”.

2. Development of parallel legal system, advocacy, notary, courts

Russian occupation administrations and controlled media continue to inform local residents of 
the occupied areas of Donetsk and Luhansk regions, as well as the world public, about the “state 
bodies” activities and the results of such “work”. It should be noted that this activity has no legal 
basis and the main aim is to demonstrate the so-called “sovereignty” of the “republics”.

On November 8, 2018, the law “On Amendments to Article 8 of the Law of LPR “On Combatants 
of the Period of Repulsion of Armed Aggression of Ukraine against LPR” was adopted by the so-
called MPs of the “people’s council” of the occupied Luhansk region. According to the “law”, the 
certificates to confirm the status of combatants will be issued by the relevant “executive authority 
of LPR”.

On the same day, the law “On tutorship and curatorship” and the law “On Amendments to the 
Criminal Code of LPR and the Criminal Procedure Code of Luрansk People’s Republic on relief from 
criminal responsibility, deferral of punishment and postponement of execution of judgement” 
were adopted.

On November 11, 2018, the so-called elections of the “heads of DPR and LPR” and “deputies 
of people’s councils” were held in the occupied Lugansk and Donetsk regions controlled by the 
occupation administration of the Russian Federation. Denis Pushilin and Leonid Pasechnik took 
part in the “elections”.

3. Violation of property rights

In November, 2018, the process of so-called “nationalization” of enterprises that had previously 
operated under the jurisdiction of Ukraine or belonged to the citizens of Ukraine, who live in the 
territory controlled by Ukraine since the beginning of the conflict, continued on the occupied 
areas of Luhansk and Donetsk regions under the control of Russian occupation administration. The 
process of “searching for the owners” is widespread.

In November, 2018, 25 announcements on the search of real and personal property owners were 
posted by he so-called “state revenue committee” of “LPR”. 

It should be noted that applications from owners are accepted within 60 days from the date of the 
announcement. Otherwise, the enterprises will pass under the control of the “republic”.
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On November 2, 2018, it was stated on the “official DPR website” of the so-called “DPR State 
Property Fund” that the “state administration” was introduced for real estate assets, namely, a 
warehouse building with an office of 364,9 sq.m., an office building with a sales area of 203,1 
sq.m., located in Donetsk, Lagutenko avenue, 13v.

______________________
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