
With this activity, students will be introduced to the major historical thinking skills 
without requiring them to also analyze historical information. The situation involves a 
girl named Gabby. Someone has written graffiti noting that they “saw her.” With no 
cameras facing that location, the assistant principal (played by your students) will have 
to investigate the 5 possible culprits seen in the area. Students will then write a referral 
where they use the evidence collected to place blame. All of the profiles are written in a 
way so that anyone could be found guilty if argued in the right way. Therefore, this 
activity will lead to a bunch of fun debate. 

NOTE: The story involves Gabby sneaking out of her house to meet up with a boy named 
Josh. As noted in the profile of Gabby, the students just meet to talk. It’s very PG rated, 
however, I thought I would make the plotline clear if you work in a really restrictive 
district.  

Great for grades 7 - 10!

Who wrote the graffiti 
on the school wall?

Students will investigate 5 
possible culprits for a crime 
committed on school grounds. One 
student has written graffiti  on a 
school wall out of the way of the 
cameras. Students will investigate 
the profile of the victim and 5 
culprits.  Each profile has a 
historical background, and each 
culprit will be analyzed for their 
purpose, audience, and point of 
view. 

This high interest storyline will get 
students interested in the process 
of historical investigation  and 
familiarize them with thinking 
historically. 

Students will be exploring 5 
historical thinking skills. This is an 
introductory task that allows 
students to grow an understanding  
of what the skills entail before they 
have to specifically  dive into 
dealing with primary source 
analysis. 

Student Sources:
● A class set of the profiles for each of the characters. As the students will be working in 

groups, you just need one set for each group.
● Each student should have pages 7, 8 and 9 of document for completing on their own. 

Teacher Sources:
● Here’s a link to the Google Slides version of the document. This link will prompt you to 

make a copy. 
● Here’s a link to the Google Slides version of the slideshow. Again, the link will prompt 

you to make a copy. 

Print a copy of each of the profiles (laminate if possible). Then, make a copy of the 
handouts for each student (slides 7-9). Review the profiles, so that you’re clear what 
students might be reading about and speculating on before they begin the lesson. 

● Introduce the lesson with the first two slides. Handout the lesson and exit ticket 
packet to students. Practice sourcing as a class. Students will “source” the graffiti 
by answering the who, what, where, when, and why questions. Discuss answers 
as a class.(10 min.)

● Break students into groups. Have them read the profiles to each other and then 
complete the graphic organizer. Depending on the class, the amount of time 
might vary wildly. Some students will get really into the discussion and debate, 
whereas others might move through the topics more swiftly. It’s difficult to 
estimate an exact amount of time. (25 min.)

● Have students discuss what they found collectively as a class. Students will then 
place each “culprit” on a spectrum of guilt. Each profile is written so that this 
could vary from class to class. 

● Assign exit ticket for homework. 

Depending on the length of time for your class period, this lesson might stretch over 
more than one day. There are also other ways teachers can organize the process. Instead 
of dividing students into groups, a teacher might pick volunteers to read the quotes 
from each profile to the class. 



Great for grades 7 - 10!

Who wrote the graffiti 
on the school wall?

Students will investigate 5 
possible culprits for a crime 
committed on school grounds. One 
student has written graffiti  on a 
school wall out of the way of the 
cameras. Students will investigate 
the profile of the victim and 5 
culprits.  Each profile has a 
historical background, and each 
culprit will be analyzed for their 
purpose, audience, and point of 
view. 

This high interest storyline will get 
students interested in the process 
of historical investigation  and 
familiarize them with thinking 
historically. 

Students will be exploring 5 
historical thinking skills. This is an 
introductory task that allows 
students to grow an understanding  
of what the skills entail before they 
have to specifically  dive into 
dealing with primary source 
analysis. 

Digital Sources: 

● Link to Digital Graphic Organizer
● Link to Exit Ticket

Decide how you would like to implement this lesson with students. I’ve provided 
example directions below, however, you might need to change procedure depending on 
the circumstances for you class. 

● Introduce the lesson with the first two slides. Teachers might share the slideshow 
and allow students to edit. This way, students can add in their own ideas and 
reflections to the slide. The layout has been added to the slide master. This way, 
students cannot edit. If teachers would like to edit the layout, click - Slide - Edit 
Master. The text can be edited from the layout slides. 

● Break students into groups. Have them read the profiles to each other and then 
complete the graphic organizer. Assign the sideshow, however, allow all students 
editing access. This way, groups can work on the same profile together. Teachers 
can use the slide sorting feature in Google Slides to see students writing as they 
work.

 

● Depending on the class, the amount of time might vary wildly. Some students 
will get really into the discussion and debate, whereas others might move 
through the topics more swiftly. It’s difficult to estimate an exact amount of time. 
(25 min.)

● Have students discuss what they found collectively as a class. Students will then 
place each “culprit” on a spectrum of guilt. Each profile is written so that this 
could vary from class to class. (Again, this might vary in the way that you present 
to the class. 

● Assign exit ticket for homework. 

Depending on the length of time for your class period, this lesson might stretch over 
more than one day. There are also other ways teachers can organize the process. Instead 
of dividing students into groups, a teacher might pick volunteers to read the quotes 
from each profile to the class. 



After reading each of the 

profiles, students complete 

a handout that looks like 

the one shown above. 

As a conclusion to 

the lesson, students 

complete an exit 

ticket like the one 

pictured above. 


