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JOHN HOWARD INDUCTED AS NBA PRESIDENT AT SCOTTSBLUFF CONVENTION

John Howard, executive vice president of the
John Mitchell stations, advanced from President
elect to President of the Nebraska Broadcasters
Association at the Scottsbluff convention

September 18-20, He succeeded Norman Williams,
vice president of KMTV, Omaha, The Mitchell
stations include KGFW, Kearney,

Also tapped was Richard Chapin, president of the
Stuart stations, with headquarters in Lincoln,
Formerly vice president of NBA, he is president
elect. Elected vice president was Ken Elkins,
general manager of KETV, Omaha, Larry Walklin
was re-elected treasurer and Frank P, Fogarty was
re-elected executive vice president and secretary.

Newly elected directors are: Jerry Wing, KODY,
North Platte, and Willard Morton, KMMJ, Grand
Island,

John Howard

Ken Headrick, KFAB,Re-elected directors are:

Omaha, and Lee Hall, KCSR, Chadron,

Ron Hull, KUON-TV, Lincoln;Holdover directors are;

Paul Jensen, KOLN-TV, Lincoln; Ray Lockhart, KOGA,
Ogallala; Frank Newell, KSRD-FM, Seward, and Larry
Rice, KBRB, Ainsworth,

Richard Chapin
The new board will meet at Lincoln Saturday,
October 15, in the University of Nebraska School
of Journalism building. All NBA board members
are invited to board meetings, and they are also
urged to send comments and suggestions to any
officer or director.

Edited by Frank P, Fogarty, Executive Vice President
Nebraska Broadcasters Association, Box 31S02

Omaha, NE 6S131
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AK-SAR-BEN AWARDS PRESENTED AT CONVENTION DINNER

The annual Ak-Sar-Ben awards for community servicb^ahd service
to agriculture were presented to. the. winners at  a convention dinner
Sunday, September 1$* The dihner was hosted by Ak-Sar-Ben, and a
party of thirty Omaha civic leaders and Wives flew to Scottsbluff
for the occasion. The winning stations received plaques and a $200
check, which they were to endorse over to a non-profit cause of their
choice. The presentations were made by William F. ”Wynn” Fitzgerald,
king -of Ak-Sar-Ben, and Miss Karen Scott, the queen. Spokesman for
Ak-Sar-Ben was Mr. Jack A. MacAllister, president of the Northwestern
Bell Telephone Co. The entries were judged by the Missouri Broad
casters Association. The winners were:

Community Service - Radio

First Place - KAWL AM-FM, York .
Honorable Mention - KBRL, McCook
Honorable Mention - .KVSH, Valentine

Community Service - Television

First Place
Honorable Mention ^ KETV, Omaha

Service to Agriculture (Radio-TV Combined)

First Place - KMMJ, Grand Island
Honorable Mention - KAWL' AM-FM, York
Honorable Mention - KETV, Omaha

KUON-TV, Lincoln

CHAPIN AND EBEL ON NAB COMMITTEES

Two Nebraskans have been appointed to key position on committees
of the National Association of Broadcasters. Richard Chapin, presi
dent of the Stuart stations with headquarters in Lincoln, has been
reappointed chairman of the Radio Reregulation Committee. ' A. James
Ebel, Lincoln, president of the Nebraska-Iowa Fetzer stations' is a
member of both the Engineering Advisory Committee and of the Free
Radio and Television Committee. Serving with Chapin on the Re
regulation Committee is a former Nebraskan, John Alexander of Tampa,
Florida. Alexander.managed KODY, North Platte.

NEW KOOO OWNER HAS WIDE BROADCASTING BACKGROUND

Radio Stations KOOO AM and KOOO FM have been purchased from
Mack Sanders and associates by a Denver firm. Centennial Communi
cations, Inc., headed by Bruce C. Mayer,
to FCC approval. Mayer started in broadcasting as ah office boy at

I  He was involved in the production of^ the Lone Ranger,
Later he was

He managed television
He has bought and occupied a home

He and his four partners are looking for additional

The transaction is subject

WGAR, Detroit.
Green Hornet, Ma Perkins and Gene Autry radio shows,
with the Edward Petry radio reps in Chicago,
stations in Detroit and Denver,
in Omaha,
broadcast properties.



FRIEND OF NEBRASKA BROADCASTING AWARD GOES TO GOVERNOR J. JAMES EXON

Governor J. James Exon was presented
with the 1977 Friend of Nebraska Broad
casting Award at the NBA state convention
in Scottsbluff, September 19, by then
President Norman Williams, He was selected

for the honor by the Board of Directors,
The citation which accompanied the award
was as follows;

Governor Exon is a native of South Dakota

and a long time resident of Nebraska,
He was elected governor in 1970 and re
elected in 1974, pledging himself to open
and fair government, a vow which he has
kept. He has received many awards and
honors, having been the Omaha World-
Herald Man of the Year, and the KMTV
selection as the Nebraskan making the

most effective public service use of KMTV. He has been recipient
of the B’nai Brith Americanism Citation and the City of Hope Humani
tarian Award,

mission and the Midwestern Governors Conference,

promoted tourism in Nebraska and safety on the highways, in both of
which projects he enlisted the enthusiastic cooperation of the
Nebraska Broadcasters Association, He organized the first obscenity
law enforcement seminar in the nation. In all his official en

deavors he has made himself readily available to the news media.

Each year since his inauguration he has met with the officers and
directors of the Nebraska Broadcasters Association to discuss the

needs of the state and the problems facing the Legislature and the
Governor,

freedom of information and open government,
effective and impartial user of the broadcast media,
numerous other accomplishments and services, the Board of Directors
of the Nebraska Broadcasters Association is privileged to confer on
Governor Exon the 1977 Friend of Nebraska Broadcasting Award.

Gov. J. James Exon

He has been chairman of the Old West Regional Com.-
He has vigorously

Governor Exon endorsed and signed bills to guarantee
He has been a skilled.

For these and

LARRY PERRY, TENNESSEE ATTORNEY, WROTE US;

’’Words cannot express my sincere appreciation for the fine ’’true

Southern hospitality” given me at your Scottsbluff convention.

’’You know, Frank, this particular visit to Nebraska was worth
its weight in gold and confirms my often mentioned suspicions about
the Nebraska broadcasters. Seeing Bob Schnuelle’s remarkable courage
to attend and take an active part in the activities with all that
poor fellow has been through in the last year is certainly a tpbute
to broadcasters ever3where. My hat is off to him and I know that
with the courage and drive that that gentleman has, he will never let

bother him long.this ’’temporary inconvenience
It was’’Thank you again for thinking of us at your convention,

fun, but more importantly, it was great being with one of the finest
broadcast associations in this country.”
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PRESIDENT JOHN HOWARD SAYS:

"I appreciate being elected your President for the 1977/197^
I think our convention in Scottsbluff was one of the best weterm,

have ever had; and I salute the efforts of past President Norm
Williams, the entire convention committee, and, of course, Frank
Fogarty.

In keeping with the tradition set by Norm Williams and the
other past presidents of NBA, I want to be an active President. If
you have any ideas, suggestions, or desires for NBA involvement
during the next year, please feel free to call or write me at any
time. NBA is one of the best in the country; and we'll stay that way
only if we all continue to support our association not only through
our dollars, but also through physical and mental efforts.

"If you'd like to serve on any committee, please let us know.
If you feel the board of directors and your president need sug
gestions or should take action about a matter of broadcasting con
cern, please call upon us. Let us hear from you! Tell us your
problems, big or small; and let this letter serve as my NBA Ascer
tainment Survey. If you don't tell the board what you like or dis
like, need or desire, we'll never know.

"Whenever possible, please try to attend board meetings and
express your thoughts. You do not have to be a member of the board
to sit in on our meetings. You can't vote at these meetings, but
you can certainly talk.

I hope I977/7S will be year of growth for all of us and for
Kearney will host another fine convention in September 197^;NBA.

and right now is not too early to help plan for that convention.

"It is my desire to see and hear from every broadcaster in
Nebraska during the next year."

CONVENTION TAPES AVAILABLE THROUGH UNL INFORMATION SERVICE

Audio tapes of ten convention features are available through
the University Information service at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, according to Richard Fleming, director. Members who wish
the service must send in the tape necessary for dubbing. The
speakers available are;

Norton Warner

Monroe Rifkin

Governor Exon

Richard Chapin
A. James Ebel

Sig Michelson
and the concluding Bull Session

Virginia Smith
Larry Perry
Harry Honig, Jr.
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THE 1977 TRAVEL INDUSTRY AWARDS COMPETITION has been announced by
the sponsoring agency, which is the Travel and Tourism Division of
the State of Nebraska Department of Economic Development. All entry
materials must be received no later than November 1, 1977. The
winners will receive their awards at the annual travel luncheon to
be held in the Radisson Cornhusker Hotel, Lincoln, on February 17,
1978. ^ There are seven categories, including one for media,
official announcement of the competitions read in part:

Radio - A Travel Industry Award will be presented to the one
radio station in Nebraska either AM or EM, that (1) has carried
on an ongoing communications program with en route and desti
nation tourists, (2) promotes local, regional and statewide
attractions and events (3) extols the Good Life and Nebraska's
heritage and (A) supports the travel industry statewide.

Television

one television station in Nebraska that (1) has carried
ongoing communications program with en route and destination
tourists (2) promotes local, regional and statewide attractions
and events (3) extols the Good Life and Nebraska's heritage and
(4) supports the travel industry statewide.

Special recognition will be made to those media representatives
who make exceptional use of Public Service Announcements dis
tributed by the Division of Travel and Tourism office.

The

A Travel Industry Award will be presented to the
on an

Entry forms can be obtained from Travel and Tourism, Department of
Economic Development, Box 94666, 301 Centennial Mall South,
Lincoln, NE 6S509.

PRESIDENT GEORGE BARKER, SHRINE BOWL OF NEBRASKA, has written the
Nebraska Broadcasters Association saying that "the Trustees re
quested that I again express our appreciation for the Association's
generous coverage and assistance in the staging of our annual All
Star football game. The Lincoln game was a great success again
this year and a great deal of credit goes to your Association.
Please pass along our sincere thanks".

IT'S KEARNEY IN 1978! After listening to invitations from Kearney
and North Platte, the membership voted the 1978 convention to Kearney.
The convention will be held on a September date to be selected by
the Board of Directors. Kearney was the site of the 1973 convention.

A SPECIAL NBA COMMITTEE has been appointed to meet with leaders of
the bar and bench to discuss advertising of legal services on

broadcast media. The committee appointments were made after a U. S.
Supreme Court decision June 27 that lawyers may advertise routine
services. New bar association officers will be elected in the near

future, after which the NBA committee will seek a meeting. Members

of the Committee are: Paul Jensen, KOLN-TV, chairman; Richard
Chapin, Stuart stations; Ken Headrick, KFAB, and Ken Elkins, KETV.
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TIME FOR NOMINATIONS BROADCASTERS HALL OF FAME

NBA members are invited to nominate persons for admittance to
the Nebraska Broadcasters Association Hall of Fame,
rules, no more than two may be inducted in a single year. The
inductions will be made at the NBA's annual dinner for the Legis
lature, tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, January 10,197^.
Board of Directors will make the final selection.

Nominees for the Hall must be past or present residents of
Nebraska, who are, or were, actively involved in operations
of a Nebraska Broadcasting Station. They may be living or
dead. They must be individuals, as distinguished from groups.

Nominees shall have demonstrated professional proficiency
and success. They must have contributed importantly to the
advancement of the Broadcasting Industry, through the
recognized state and national associations. They must be
leaders in their communities and service areas.

Under the

The

The criteria:

Nominees must have observed high standards of ethics and
professionalism. They must be or have been champions and
exponents of the American system of free broadcasting.

Present members of the Hall of.Fame

Charles P. Arnot

Ralph Beaudin
Lyell Bremser
Richard W. Chapin
Lyle DeMoss
A. James Ebel

Frank P. Fog

are:

arty
John J. Gillin
L. L. Hilliard

Merle Jones

Floyd Kalber
Roger Larson

Gordon Bud Pentz
Owen Saddler

Howard Shiunan

Howard Stalnaker
Bob Thomas

THIRD CLASS WORKSHOP AND EXAMINATIONS SCHEDULED NOV. 17

A workshop for applicants for FCC third class operator licens
will be held in Lincoln November 17, under joint auspices of the NBA
and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln School of Journalism. The
workshop will start at S;30 AM and run until 3 PM, with a luncheon
break. There will be a charge of $10, which will include the
luncheon and a copy of the study guide. Immediately following the
workshop, applicants can take their examinations for li
This will be the third such combination workshop and
in the past year. The most recent workshop was April 21, 1977,
when more than SO per cent of the applicants passed all three exam
elements. ^ More than fifty persons were licensed on that occasion.
For additional information interested parties may write or call
Dr. Thomas Spann, Assistant Professor of Journalism and Operations

KRNU, The University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE
6S5g$, (402) 472-3054.

es

censes.

examination
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BITS ABOUT BROADCASTERS

Judy Horan, WOWT promotion and public affairs director, is
presicLent_of the Omaha Federation of Advertising. Dick Moen,
and Dick Roncka. KMTV, are directors Keith DonaTTTTOWTT
general manager, has been named president of Reconciliation Inc.,
licensee of the station. Continuing as chairman of the board is
Bob Gibson, famed ex-pitcher of the St. Louis Cardinals and now a

Terry Forsberg, former KMTV newsman, is
administrative assistant to Omaha^s new mayor, Albert Veys
Mr. and Mrs. Ulysses Carlini back from European tour mainly in
Italy. He's general manager, KNOP-TV, North Platte Mrs. Jerry
yng, manager of KODY, North Platte, was the subject of a lengthy
feature story in the Omaha World-Herald Sunday magazine, complete
with color photo Another female broadcaster, Jo Warga, was
"written up" by the Midlands Business Journal, along with her
brother Charles, general manager and co-owner of KOTD, Plattsmouth.
Jo is comptroller and also part owner,
features "countrypolitan"
albums and 200 polka records
executive vice president Frank Fogarty, will attend a meeting of
the Mid-America Broadcasters Association in Kansas City, October
23.^ Mid-America is composed of broadcasters associations in Missouri,
Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Arkansas, Nebraska and Oklahoma,
to handle problems in the legislative and regulatory fields
Bill Wiseman, retired manager of WOW Radio, is recuperating from
major surgery at Nebraska Methodist Hospital, ^303 Dodge St
....Jeanette Bendtsen is the newly appointed promotion and public
a-ffairs manager, RETV, Omaha Norton Warner, owner-president
of KLIN, Lincoln, and KIMB, KimbalT^^ has been elected president of
Nebraska Diplomats, an organization to promote economic development
in the state. Diplomats will foster tourism, new payrolls and the
economic education of students The Norfolk City Council has
voted to hold public hearings on a possible cable television
franchise
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KFAB

network sportscaster

Charles said that KOTD

music, and has a library of 3,000 polka
President John Howard and

Its mission:

Omaha..•»

FCChas approved sale of KRFS-AM-FM by LeRoy Wolfe
and others to Dennis E. Hull and David Rieck. Rieck was sales
manager of AM/1'M stations in Binghamton, N. Y. Hull was operations
manager of KLFM (AM), Ames, Iowa.

JOBS WANTED

Hope Bohlmann, 720 14 St., Onawa, lA 51040, BA, Broadcasting and
Film, University of Iowa, May 1977. Dean's list. Wants video or
film production. Born 1952. References on request.

Steve Seefeld, RR 3, Box 40, Columbus, NE 6S6OI, (402) 564-3000.
22, single, third class broadcast license. Approximately one year
experience announcing, news writing, reporting and automation,
stations KTTT and KJSK, Columbus.
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MINNEAPOLIS PUBLISHER DEMANDS FULL

FIRST AMENDMENT RIGHTS FOR BROADCASTERS

Don Dwight, Publisher, Minneapolis Star/Minneapolis Tribune,
has given Editor and Publisher, a print oriented trade paper, a
clarion call that

YOU AND I HAVE TO ENTER THE FIGHT FOR

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION FOR THE BROADCAST INDUSTRY.

’’Forgive the imperious tone, please, but I think that
the wholeness of the First Amendment -

underpinning of America’s free society - depends on the
willingness of newspapers to fight unremittingly for the
free expression rights of radio and TV.

"To date, newspapers have been aloof from the battle,
observing their struggling fellow broadcast journalists
with the comment, ’Your end of the boat is sinking.’
(I wish I had said that,
account written by Mike Gartner,
Des Moines Register & Tribune.)

the fundamental

Actually, I read it in a news
now Editor of the

’Congress shall make no law
the press

abridging the
And if I can still read,

’no law’ means no law. It seems clear that freedom of

the broadcast press is in danger of contaminating the
wholeness of the concept. It is evident that Congress
and the Federal Communications Commission believe that
the freedom is divisible.

• • • •

freedom of• • • •

"I don’t blame Congress or the F.C.C. I blame me
and others like me. Congresspeople, judges, state
legislators, and governors reflect their constituencies.
And if we took a poll on whether or not newspapers
should have unfettered freedom to publish, we would
be shocked by the results. People think that we should
be controlled.

"In this climate, the First Amendment is no longer
inviolate. You and I and our brethren in broadcast are

in the fight of our lives - not for special privilege
but for a free America."

Bob Thomas, WJAG, Norfolk, is sending copies of the
Dwight statement to newspapers in his trade territory, and
suggests that other broadcasters do likewise.


