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From the Editor

Legal Stuff
AppleUsers Spotlight is an independent magazine and has not been authorized, sponsored, or otherwise 
approved by Apple Inc.

TidBITS
TidBITS is a free weekly technology newsletter providing timely news, insightful analysis, and in-depth 
reviews to the Macintosh and Internet communities. 
Non-profit, non-commercial publications and Web sites may reprint or link to articles if full credit is given. 
Others please contact us. We do not guarantee accuracy of articles. Caveat lector. Publication, product, 
and company names may be registered trademarks of their companies. TidBITS ISSN 1090-7017.
Copyright 2009 TidBITS: Reuse governed by Creative Commons licence.
Contact us | TidBITS Web site | License terms | Full text search | Subscriptions

Trademarks
AirPort, Apple, Apple Store, Back to My Mac, Bonjour, Boot Camp, FairPlay, Final Cut, Final Cut Pro, 
GarageBand, Genius Bar, iCal, iChat, iDVD, iLife, iMac, iMix, iMovie, iPhoto, iPod, iTunes, iTunes Store, 
iWork, Keynote, Mac, Mac OS, MacBook, MacBook Air, Macintosh, Numbers, Pages, QuickTime, QuickTime 
Logo, Time Capsule, Time Machine, and Xcode are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and 
other countries.
Aperture, App Store, iDisk, iPhone, iWeb, Podcast Logo, Snow Leopard, and Spotlight are trademarks of 
Apple Inc.
For a current list of other Apple trademarks, please refer to http://www.apple.com/legal/trademark/
Adobe, the Adobe logo, Acrobat, the Acrobat logo, Distiller, PostScript, and the PostScript logo are 
trademarks or registered trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated in the U.S. and/or other countries.
Intel, Intel Core, and Xeon are trademarks of Intel Corp. in the U.S. and other countries.
Windows is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation.

From the Editor
There are countless reasons why I love December. And yes, Christmas is definitely one of them. Not only because of 

all the crazy sales that are going at the moment and the fact that I get to stuff my face with the most sinful gastronomy 
delights known to mankind and know that festive calories don’t count. Much like holiday calories.

But it’s more than that. 
This is a time when we can sit back and reflect on what our accomplishments, celebrate our achievements over the 

year, and most importantly, be grateful for all the love and support we’ve received from our family and friends, our pillars 
of strength. 

I would like to thank my pillars of strength here at Spotlight: Nick for this wonderful opportunity to contribute to the 
Apple user community; Ben and Renee for being the most supportive team of copyeditors one can ever ask for, and all 
the fantastic contributors who have supplied us with countless recommendations, suggestions, how-tos, tips and tricks. 

With the end of 2009 drawing close, I look forward to bringing you a new and improved Spotlight next February after 
our break in January!

 – Trish Ho

The Team
Publisher: Nicholas Pyers

Editor-in-Chief: Trish Ho

Contributors:   Nicholas Pyers, Adam C. Engst, 
Pam Doughty, Jeff Carlson, Paul 
Sutcliffe, Alvin Ng, Steve Welsh, 
Ben Barone-Nugent, Gary Lowen 

Copyeditors:  Ben Barone-Nugent
Renee Marie Bergere

Cover design: Daniel Jenkins

Address:  AppleUsers.org
PO Box 1015 
Elsternwick VIC 3185

Telephone: (03) 8678 1037

Fax: (03) 8678 1037

Published by AppleUsers.org. Copyright ©2009 
AppleUsers.org. All rights reserved. Reproduction 
and redistribution prohibited without approval. For 
more information, contact editor@appleusers.org. To 
contact AppleUsers.org please use our webform at 
http://www.appleusers.org/about/.

Seasons Greetings
No matter how you plan on spending the holiday season, 
on behalf of all the team here at AppleUsers.org, Trish 
and Nicholas extend a heart–felt Seasons Greetings to 
all our readers, sponsors, and helpers and we’ll see you 
again in February 2010.

mailto:editors%40tidbits.com?subject=
http://www.tidbits.com/
http://www.tidbits.com/terms/
http://www.tidbits.com/search/
http://www.tidbits.com/about/list.html
http://www.apple.com/legal/trademark/
http://www.appleusers.org/about/


AppleUsers Spotlight | Issue 5, December 2009 4

Nicholas' Dashboard

How time has flown and here we are at Year’s End already 
and our fifth issue of the AppleUsers Spotlight has been 
completed (as evidenced by you reading this column :)

I have long been involved in writing articles for Apple 
Users Groups and for Australian Macworld but never 
really had much to do with the production side and the 
last five months have been an eye opener for me and I 
now understand so much more about what is involved in 
actually putting together a publication month in, month 
out and I know I have so much more to still learn.

My hat goes off to all the Editors I’ve worked with in 
the past and present… I have no idea how any of them 
have remained sane over the years – the headaches 
caused by chasing late contributors (despite numerous 
reminders - and yes, I am still causing such headaches for 
Trish… My apologies again, but I do have a New Years’ 
Resolution to improve on that front); the nightmares of 
getting advertisers artwork to open and display correctly; 
the heartache of finding interesting content each month 
and these are only the tip of the iceberg.

Still it has been a lot of fun and I look forward to 
continuing working with the team here at AppleUsers.org 
in the New Year and we have a number improvements 
already planned, so stay tuned.

Seeking Additional Contributors
Feedback we have received to date 

regarding the AppleUsers Spotlight 
has shown that as much as our readers 
like our selection of articles from other 
sources like TidBITS, the articles that 
interest them the most are those by own 

own Contributing Authors and in 2010 we have plans to 
bring you more original content.

As such, we are always on the look out for more 
Contributing Authors for regular columns as well as 
people to write an occasional article here and there.

Areas that we’d like to fill immediately include:

Book Reviewers
We have a number of quality Mac and iPhone related 

books in stock right now that are available for review 
and the reviewer gets to keep the title(s) they review. 
And if we can get a regular flow of book reviews, we can 
look at increasing the number of titles available for our 
monthly contest.

We have access to the entire O’Reilly catalogue of 
titles through their online Safari service, making it quick 
and easy for reviewers to obtain fresh titles without 
waiting for slow international mail.

“Australian” iPhone/iPod touch Apps Reviewer
There is much reader interest in reviews of Australian 

written, or focussed, iPhone Apps and thus we would 
love a regular column featuring a one or two of these 
Apps each month.

Nicholas’ Dashboard
Nicholas Pyers

http://www.nicholaspyers.com/articles/
http://www.nicholaspyers.com/articles/
http://www.macvoices.com
http://www.commart.com.au
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Nicholas' Dashboard

Macworld Expo 2010
Long time Apple enthusiasts will know that normally 

each year in early January, Macworld Expo was normally 
held and usually Steve Jobs, Apple’s CEO gave a Keynote 
Address where new and exciting Apple products were 
announced.

But there are major changes commencing with 
Macworld 2010. For starters the expo is now scheduled 
to take place February 9 – 13, 2010 (US dates) at the 
Moscone Center in San Francisco and for the first ever will 
include Saturday opening hours. The other big change is 
Apple will not be exhibiting, nor will they presenting the 
Keynote Address.

However, there are many exciting events and 
exhibitors scheduled and we’ll introduce some of these 
to you in our February issue and expect to see full 
coverage of Macworld Expo 2010 in the March issue of 
the Spotlight.
http://www.macworldexpo.com/

Other iPhone Apps Reviewer(s)
There over 100,000 apps available in the iPhone 

App Store, but sorting through them all to find the 
essentials and the gems is daunting to many people, so 
we’d welcome any reviews of Apps that our own readers 
find of interest. We also have a number of iPhone App 
developers from around the globe contacting us on an 
almost daily basis looking for independent reviewers for 
their products and most are prepared to provide a ‘media 
review copy’ to hep get the ball rolling.

Mac OS X Software Reviewer(s)
Developers of software for Mac OS X are also actively 

seeking reviewers for their products and we are looking 
to assemble a team consisting of at least 3 people who 
would be interested in been offered a product or two 
every month to write a review about them.

Other topics
There is demand for a number of short, simple, 

‘beginners’ how-to guides for getting the most out 
both your Mac and an iPhone. We’d also like to include 
short one page sections to feature a couple of ‘Favourite 
Websites’ and ‘Favourite Podcasts’ in a similar style to the 
current ‘Free Mac Apps’ column by Paul Sutcliffe.

Interested??? If you are interested in contributing to 
any of the above areas, or on ANY Apple related topic, 
please visit the Jobs @ AppleUsers.org web page for more 
details on how to start.

 Jobs @ AppleUsers.org

The AppleUsers Spotlight is written by Apple 
Users for Apple Users! Join the team now!

  

AMUG Sydney
PO Box 304 Mortdale 2223
Ph 9387 2069 • Fax 9387 3227
Email: sydamug@me.com

homepage.mac.com/sydamug/

 …then come along to our 

Saturday Workshop 
Held monthly at the University of NSW, 
Kensington, Webster Building, in the 
computer lab, Level 1. 10am-2pm. 
One person per computer – use the 
installed Macs or bring your own Apple 
notebook. See web site for dates.  
Email us for Bookings. 

http://www.appleusers.org/about/jobs/
http://homepage.mac.com/sydamug
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MUG December Listing

Victoria

AUSOM INCORPORATED
Date: Saturday 5
Cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: AUSOM’s main monthly main meeting caters for a 
wide variety of users, includes this month a Digital Film 
Festival, showcasing the work of the Digital Video Special 
Interest Group. 20 other Special Interest Groups will also 
be held on the day.
Website: http://ausom.net.au

BELLARINE MAC USER GROUP
Date: Tuesday 8
Cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: Member ‘Show and Tell’ and End of Year 
celebration
Website: http://www.bellarinemac.org.au

MULTIMEDIA GROUP
Date: Tuesday 8
Cost: AUD$1 supper
Topic: The Multimedia Group monthly evening meeting 
is a joint presentation of AUSOM and iMug, Melbourne’s 
other active Mac User Group. Presentations are usually 
given by professionals in the Apple media space, and by 
trade suppliers.  All aspects of graphics, video, audio and 
related authoring and publishing activities are covered.
Website: http://ausom.net.au & http://www.imug.com.au

AUSOM RETIREES AND OThERS
Date: Wednesday 9
Cost: Nil
Topic: The Retirees and Others group meets each month 
to cater for the enjoyment and instruction of the growing 
population of seniors and others who are available to 
attend a daytime meeting on a weekday. The program 
is established largely on the basis of member requests. 
It’s an informal group and newcomers to Macs are very 
welcome. Presentation topics vary from interesting new 
products to using common applications. The meeting 
usually hosts two speakers.
Website: http://ausom.net.au

IMUG
Date: Wednesday 16
Cost: No entry donation! Just tell us you are coming! 
RSVP  (by 10 Dec) to: Noel Jackling
Topic: “Images and Imaginations”
This is, for sure, yet another iMug December Meeting 
with a difference!  Not the extravaganza of past years, but 
an interesting and enjoyable evening for all is assured.
5:00pm  See, hear and participate in the development 

of moving image technology at the exciting 
new exhibition of the Australian Centre for the 
Moving Image. Visit SCREEN WORLDS at the 
ACMI, Federation Square (Fed Square entry to 
Flinders Street Level exhibition.)

6:00pm  Proceed to 4th Floor, Ross House, Flinders Lane.

6:30pm  Speaker: David Ward, Multi-media student who 
will share the steps, stages and strategies of 
bringing his vision to life, of transforming his 
imaginations to images! “Mac in 3D: Creating an 
Animated Short Film” 

7:00pm  Our mystery Guest will lead us along a path of 
surprise and creativity as you See, Hear and Learn 
about “Creativity & Humour Made with a Mac”

7:30pm  To conclude the evening, join us for light 
refreshments (finger food) to celebrate the end of 
another year.

8:00pm Individual dinner arrangements if so desired.

New South waleS

AMUG SyDNEy
Date: Monday 7
Cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: Our December meeting offers a major raffle prize 
and a scrumptious supper to finish off the year in style.
Website: http://homepage.mac.com/sydamug/

MACTALk hUNTER
Date: Wednesday 9
Cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: End of year Christmas Party. All invited to 
bring along Clips of your favourite hobby, Mac 
topics, Humorous videos, podcasts etc for some light 

MUG Listing

http://ausom.net.au/
http://www.bellarinemac.org.au/
http://ausom.net.au/
http://ausom.net.au/
mailto:noel@jackling.com.au?subject=RSVP%20to%20iMUG%20End%20of%20Year%20Event
http://homepage.mac.com/sydamug/
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MUG December Listing

entertainment. Snacks provided by the Club. Members 
and their guests most welcome
Website: http://www.mactalkhunter.org.au/

AMUG SyDNEy
Date: Saturday 12
Cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: Workshop session. Bring your Mac laptop or 
use one of the Uni’s installed Macs. Get Apple System 
Updates from our CD without the huge downloads. 
Website: http://homepage.mac.com/sydamug/

QueeNSlaNd

TOOWOOMBA APPLE AND MACINTOSh USERS 
GROUP
Date: Wednesday 2
Cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: For our General Meeting held on Dec 2, Graham, 
from Next Byte, Toowoomba will be giving a presentation 
on connecting Macs to TV and monitors, and looking at 
the different file formats available in Mac. John will also 
be giving us an update on “What’s New in Tech” and there 
will be a couple of podcasts and Mac computing tips 
presented.
Website: http://www.taamug.org.au

hERvEy BAy MAC USERS GROUP (hBMUG)
Date: Thursday 3
Cost: Visitors Welcome. Entry AUD$5  Tea and Coffee 
AUD$1

Topic: December Presentation on iWork Presenter 
Darren,   Presentation on manipulating images in iPhoto, 
and Printing  Settings, iCal How to use a browser and 
favourite/useful websites   Presenter Ken Q&A and End of 
year wrap up.
Website: http://www.hbmug.com

TOOWOOMBA APPLE AND MACINTOSh USERS 
GROUP
Date: Saturday 5
Cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: Special Christmas social get together at the Milne 
Bay Military Museum, 10.30am- husbands/wives/partners 
invited.
Website: http://www.taamug.org.au

NQMUG
Date: Sunday 6
Cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: Annual General Metting and lunch.
Website: http://www.nqmug.org

South auStralia

SOUTh AUSTRALIAN APPLE USERS’ CLUB
Date: Friday 4
Cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: A celebration with some surprises and a festive 
supper. Library and Reception are open from 7:00 
pm to 7:30 pm for membership payments and other 
transactions.
Website: http://www.saauc.org.au

SOUTh AUSTRALIAN APPLE USERS’ CLUB
Date: Wednesday 09
Cost: Visitors Welcome
Topic: A celebration with some surprises and a festive 
afternoon tea.  
An informal format with friendly group discussions the 
preferred order of the day. SAAUC attempts to cover 
all Macs and operating systems and members will do 
their best to assist with Mac challenges. Some members 
find that their older Macs and operating systems are 
very capable of offering service and are still sufficient 
for their needs. Many of our members use current Macs 
and software. We encourage members to appreciate the 
diversity within the club. Support for New Members and 
Mac Novices is available at all meetings. 
Bring your Mac along where possible this will enable 
members to better understand your issues and provide 
assistance – remember “the only silly question is the one 
that is not asked”
Cost: Tea and coffee will be available during the meeting 
for the convenience of members. All groups will break 
for afternoon tea around 3.20pm to enable everyone to 
partake of refreshments.
Website: http://www.saauc.org.au

If your group’s meetings aren’t listed here, please have 
your President, Secretary or another Committee contact 
us using the web form found at http://www.appleusers.
org/mug-listings/ and we’ll add them to our mailing list 
so they can submit your group’s meeting details each 
month

http://www.mactalkhunter.org.au/
http://homepage.mac.com/sydamug/
http://www.taamug.org.au/
http://www.hbmug.com/
http://www.taamug.org.au/
http://www.saauc.org.au/
http://www.saauc.org.au/


AppleUsers Spotlight | Issue 5, December 2009 8

Contest

Welcome to the last Spotlight Contest for 2009.
Many Mac enthusiasts have traditionally held off 

purchasing decisions until after the holiday buying 
period because of Apple’s announcements during the 
early January Macworld Expo Keynote, but that’s all 
changed now. Apple are not exhibiting, nor conducting 
the Keynote and the 2010 Expo and the Expo itself has 
been rescheduled to February. This means you can safely 
put in requests to Santa for a new iMac or another Apple 
system. So we have included a copy of the Take Control of 
Buying a Mac ebook to help you do exactly that.

We also hope you will receive iPod touches from 
Santa, so we have included a copy of Taking Your iPod 
touch to the Max from Apress. And perhaps someone’s 
New Year’s Resolution was going to start a new career as 
a Mac or iPhone developer, so we have a copy of Learn 
Cocoa on the Mac.

We have also included a copy of Take Control’s 
Thanksgiving Dinner ebook. And of course we have the 
ever popular TheMacBundle as first prize and five Squiz 
Card packs up for grabs as well.

December’s Prize Pool
December’s prize bundle has 12 great prizes;
1 x MacBundles (whatever the current bundle is 

available at time of the contest closing)
1 x Taking Your iPod touch to the Max (Published by 

Apress)
1 x Learn Cocoa on the Mac (Published by Apress)
1 x Take Control of Your iPhone Apps
1 x Take Control of iPhone OS 3
1 x Take Control of Buying a Mac
1 x Take Control of Thanksgiving Dinner
5 x Squiz Card packs (each pack consisting of 50 Squiz 

Cards and a Squiz Dispenser)
Details about each individual prize can be found on 

the Contest Entry Page on the AppleUsers.org website.

how to Enter 
Entering the AppleUsers Spotlight Contest is simple. 
Simply click on the link found below, enter in your 

name, suburb and email address, along with this month’s 
magic word and click Submit. 

That’s it - You’re now entered into this month’s 
contest. 

November’s Winners
The Winners of November’s contest were;
1 x TheMacBundles #6
C Soriano of Maidstone, VIC.
1 x iPhone for Work: Increasing Productivity for Busy 

Professionals (Published by Apress)
J Eveleigh of Raworth, NSW.
1 x Creating Mac Widgets with Dashcode (Published 

by Apress)
K Lloyd of Box Hill, VIC.
1 x Take Control of Fonts in Leopard
R Toll of Salt Ash, NSW.
1 x Take Control of Spam with Apple Mail
T Bunt of Tarro, NSW.
5 x Squiz Card packs (each pack consisting of 50 Squiz 

Cards and a Squiz Dispenser)
B Rogers of West Wollongong, NSW.
O Davis of Rosslyn Park, SA.
P Hunter of Frankston, VIC.
R Lovell of Charlestown, NSW.
J McKenna of Beaumaris, VIC.
Congratulations to all our winners last month and 

best of luck to you all this month

AppleUsers Contest

“Season’s Greetings”
November’s Magic Word is

http://www.appleusers.org/contest/december-2009-contest/
http://www.appleusers.org/contest/december-2009-contest/
http://www.appleusers.org/contest/december-2009-contest/
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Joy of Tech
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Take Control

Take Control of Buying a 
Digital Camera, Third Edition

Find practical, real-world 
advice that helps you choose a 
digital camera!

Rather than bury you with 
arcane technical details or a 
myriad of camera models, Larry 
first helps you determine how 
much you want to spend, what 
sort of pictures you’re likely to 
take, and what aspects of using 

a camera are important to you. With that grounding, 
you’re ready to learn about the different camera features, 
separated by those that are actually important and those 
that merely fill up feature checklists. The ebook even 
contains a camera comparison worksheet you can fill in 
while shopping. Additional sections give you pointers 
on how to read camera reviews (plus a list of the best 
review sites!), advice about evaluating picture quality, 
suggestions of where to buy your camera, the lowdown 
on accessories you might want, and tips on working with 
photos on your computer.

Take Control of iPhone OS 3
Get the most out of your 

iPhone with Ted Landau’s in-
depth advice!

This ebook takes you 
under the hood of the iPhone 
operating system and hardware. 
You’ll also get help with many 
specific iPhone questions, 
including these:

 • How does my iPhone know where it is?
 • How do I transfer photos to and from my iPhone?
 • How do I attach a Bluetooth headset?
 • What do I need to know before I travel abroad?
 • How do I put an often-used Web page on my Home 

screen?
 • How do I set up an ad-hoc, peer-to-peer Bluetooth 

network?
 • How do I get started with syncing via Exchange?
 • What are the pros and cons of jailbreaking?

Plus, you’ll find detailed troubleshooting techniques 
to use if you run into a problem, including:

 • Syncing problems
 • Internet connection problems
 • Freezes, crashes, and mysterious buggy behavior
 • Determining if you need a hardware repair
 • How to deal with passwords and security issues

Free “Take Control of vMware 
Fusion 3” Simplifies Windows 
on a Mac

Thanks to sponsorship from 
VMware, Take Control Books 
are pleased to provide Joe 
Kissell’s new “Take Control of 
VMware Fusion 3” for free. In 
Fusion 3, VMware added 64-bit 
optimization for Snow Leopard 
users, Windows 7 support, a 
simplified process for porting a 

physical Windows installation to a virtual Mac installation, 
and better support for graphically intense applications.

Joe covers all this, plus walks readers step-by-step 
through many possibilities for installing Windows on a 
Mac, the best ways to configure Fusion, techniques for 
working effectively in Windows with Mac hardware, and 
much more.

To help readers further explore the Take Control 
series, “Take Control of VMware Fusion 3” also comes with 
a coupon code worth 50 percent off one ebook order.

Print copies of “Take Control of VMware Fusion 3” are 
also available for US$12.99.

If you’d like an idea of what’s involved in running 
Windows on your Mac with Fusion (or even more 

generally), we published a slightly edited excerpt that 
explains the topic over on the Take Control site.

 – Adam C. Engst ace@tidbits.com

http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/vmware-fusion-3
http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/buying-digicam
http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/iphone
http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/vmware-fusion-3
http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/vmware-fusion-3
http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/news/free-take-control-of-vmware-fusion-3-simplifies-running-windows-on-a-mac
mailto:ace@tidbits.com
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What's new

What’s New
hot Chili Apps releases C@rds 
Master 1.1.2 for iPhone and 
iPod touch 

Dusseldorf-based 
Hot Chili Apps GmbH 
has announced C@rds 
Master 1.1.2, an update 
to their free mobile eCard 
utility for iPhone and 
iPod touch. Designed 
specifically to take 
advantage of the iPhone’s 
unique capabilities and 
interface, C@rds Master 

is an easy-to-use yet sophisticated postcard creation and 
delivery tool. C@rds sets includes 10 topics for nearly 
every occasion to create and generate individual and 
fancy digital postcards.

Dusseldorf, Germany - Hot Chili Apps GmbH has 
announced C@rds Master 1.1.2, an update to their free 
mobile eCard utility for iPhone and iPod touch. Designed 
specifically to take advantage of the iPhone’s unique 
capabilities and interface, C@rds Master is an easy-to-use 
yet sophisticated postcard creation and delivery tool. C@
rds Master offers countless choices for every occasion 
to surprise loved ones, friends, colleagues, partners and 
family with fancy mobile digital postcards.

C@rds Master features sets offering 10 topics for 

nearly every occasion, 
including, Love, 
Birthday, Photos, Dating, 
Christmas, Easter, 
Halloween, Kids, Frames, 
as well as for Moving/
Relocation. Two stylish 
cards per set, including 
20 c@rds templates in 
all, and can be used 
immediately.

By taking advantage 
of C@rds’ convenient 
in-app purchase, users 

can choose from a list of 400 additional template sets for 
purchase and downloading directly into the application. 
All downloaded sets remain in the application so they 
can be used at any time.

“With the new possibilities that Apple offered by 
using InAppPurchase also in free Apps now everyone can 
easily get to know our cards,” said Farid Zendagui, CEO of 
Hot Chili Apps. “The positive feedback we have received 
after a short time confirmes the success of the concept.”

C@rds Sets (each with two full working templates): 
 • Love - For the love of your life
 • Birthday - For very personal, last minute bithday 

greetings
 • Photo - For Photo C@rds saying more than thousands 

of words
 • Date - For dating very special people

 • Christmas - For touching Christmas greetings
 • Easter - For inviting all rabbits to the Easter egg hunt
 • Halloween - For ghosts, vampires and werewolves
 • Kids - For your small loved ones
 • Frame - Special frames for special people
 • Moving/Relocation - For people on the move to stay 

in contact
With a focus on ease-of-use, the application offers 

Landscape view for creating and previewing postcards. 
Users can use any font available from the iPhone/iPod 
device for text, choose background, as well as preferred 
effects for photos: black and white and sepia shadow. 
C@rds can be sent directly from the application to the 
device’s photo album, emailed to family and friends, and 
even shared on Facebook, Twitter, or tumblr.

Supported Languages:
 • US English, German, French and Italian

Device Requirements:
 • iPhone or iPod Touch 3.0 or later

Pricing and Availability:
C@rds Master 1.1.2 is completely free (Regular $1.99 

USD) and available now worldwide exclusively through 
the App Store in the Utilities category. Card sets are half 
priced. As a very special occasion to get to know Hot Chili 
Apps digital C@rds, Users can try two topics of every item 
for free and get every template for half price.

Website:
http://www.hotchiliapps.com/?p=421

http://www.hotchiliapps.com/?p=421
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What's new

equinux releases Season’s 
Greetings vol. 2

equinux has released Season’s Greetings Vol. 2 
exclusively for Apple Mail. The 22 high-quality Mail 
templates have arrived just at the right time to wish 
friends, colleagues and family these holidays. This 
year Mac users can send out their Christmas greetings 
conveniently via Mail.

Munich, Germany - Season’s Greetings Vol. 2 released 
by equinux exclusively for Apple Mail. Following the 
overwhelming success of our Stationery Pack Greeting 
Cards, we are pleased to announce today’s release of 
Season’s Greetings Vol. 2 - a collection of 22 wonderfully 
festive greeting cards for Mail in Leopard and Snow 
Leopard. This year Mac users can send out their Christmas 
greetings conveniently via Mail.

Now all those wanting to send well-wishes or 
invitations to friends, colleagues and family for 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Hanukkah or Kwanzaa, can 
do so conveniently and 100% environmentally friendly 
through Mail. Season’s Greetings Vol. 2 provides 22 
professional email templates ideal for a range of 
occasions throughout the holiday period. The brand new 
stylish and creative designs ideally complement Season’s 
Greetings Collection Vol. 1. To install the new greeting 
cards, simply download Stationery Pack 2.5.

While these greetings are a little more modern than 
ordinary cards, users can still ensure the traditional touch 
by dropping sentimental photos into the templates to 
accompany their personal messages. 

Season’s Greetings Vol. 1 and Vol. 2 are already 
available in the equinux Online Store for only $9.95 
(USD) or 7.95 EUR each in English, French and German. 

The Stationery Pack browser application helps users to 
preview and find the most suitable template by searching 
through relevant categories and keywords within all 
equinux greeting card products.

Website:
http://www.equinux.com/us/products/stationery/

seasonsgreetings2.html

Download:
http://www.equinux.com/us/products/stationery/

download.html

Christmas Experience 1.2 for 
iPhone

Energize Software 
today announces Christmas 
Experience 1.2, an update to 
their multi-game Christmas 
iPhone app. While listening 
to holiday music you can 
decorate a snowman, play 
Christmas hangman, solve a 
puzzle, and tilt your device in 

one of eight directions to hear different holiday sounds. 
Create your own snowman with 30 pieces that utilise 
pinch and rotate gestures, as well as save, load and 
replace up to 9 different snowman creations.

Thousand Oaks, California - Energize Software 
releases an update to the multi-game app “Christmas 
Experience” with new features. While listening to holiday 
music you can decorate a snowman, play Christmas 
hangman, solve a puzzle, and tilt your device in one of 
eight directions to hear different holiday sounds on the 

iPhone or iPod Touch.

Feature Highlights:
 • Holiday background music to put you in the 

Christmas mood
 • Create your own snowman with 30 pieces that utilize 

pinch and rotate gestures
 • Save, load and replace up to 9 different snowman 

creations
 • Select which snowman pieces appear
 • Save a picture of your snowman to your photo album 

or send it via email
 • Play Christmas hangman and guess the correct words 

before all the Christmas light bulbs break
 • Have fun moving presents with a holiday game of the 

Tower of Hanoi
 • Listen to different holiday sounds as you tilt your 

device in one of eight directions
 • See the number of days count down until Christmas
 • Many settings to customise your Christmas 

Experience including tilt sensitivity, auto hide buttons, 
enabling and disabling sounds, and shake to erase

System Requirements:
 • iPhone or iPod Touch 2.1 or later (Some features 

require 3.0 or later)

Pricing and Availability:
Christmas Experience 1.2 is only US$.99 and is 

available exclusively through the iTunes App Store in the 
Entertainment category. Complete details can be viewed 
at the Energize Software site.

Website:
http://www.energizesoftware.com/christmas_

experience.php

http://www.equinux.com/us/products/stationery/seasonsgreetings2.html
http://www.equinux.com/us/products/stationery/seasonsgreetings2.html
https://www.equinux.com/eqnetwork/store/products/seasons_greetings_volume2.html
https://www.equinux.com/eqnetwork/store/products/seasons_greetings_volume2.html
http://www.energizesoftware.com/christmas_experience.php
http://www.energizesoftware.com/christmas_experience.php
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Travel Games Ultimate 
Edition released - Brings Back 
Nostalgic Fun

Twisted Technology 
has announced Travel 
Games Ultimate Edition 
1.0, their new game 
suite for iPhone and iPod 
touch. Travel Games 
Ultimate Edition is 
five games in one app 
providing popular titles 
like Slug Bug, Scavenger 
Hunt, Rock-Paper-

Scissors, License Plates and Find It! Pictures. This unique 
collection of games has been developed to engage 
multiple players so everyone can get in on the fun.

Dallas, Texas - The new iPhone game, Travel Games 
Ultimate Edition, is bringing back nostalgic fun with a 
technology twist. Experience the fun of traveling again! 
Many of the time tested games everyone loves to play, 
on a road trip or anytime, are now in one app. This is 
countless hours of fun for everyone.  

Travel Games Ultimate Edition is unique in that it 
is five games in one app providing popular titles like 
Slug Bug, Scavenger Hunt, Rock/Paper/Scissors, License 
Plates (U.S. And Canada) and Find It! Pictures. This unique 
collection of games has been developed to engage 
multiple players so everyone can get in on the fun.

Slug Bug - In the game Slug Bug you will find a new 
twist on a classic travel game. Players slug their way to 

victory as they race the clock to find a selected vehicle 
and slug each others bug.

Rock, Paper, Scissors - Challenge someone or play 
against a virtual opponent in this engaging new way to 
play the classic game of rock, paper, scissors. Who will 
come out victorious?

License Plates - Players will find an easy, fun way to 
play this time tested travel game. While traveling find 
different state license plates and keep track of the plates 
that are both found and remaining. For more fun, view 
each player’s license plates plotted on a customised map.  

Scavenger Hunt - How long will it take to find 
everything on the list? Find items commonly seen while 
traveling.  Use this game to keep track of the each players 
found items. For more fun, view each player’s license 
plates plotted on a customised map. 

Find It! Pictures - The game Find It! Pictures provides 
a fast paced challenge as players race the clock to find 
hidden items. Different levels of difficulty provide a 
challenge for the youngest to oldest players. With over 
three hundred items to find this game is a great way to 
pass the time.

Device Requirements:
 • iPhone and iPod touch 3.0 or later

Pricing and Availability:
Travel Games Ultimate Edition 1.0 for the iPhone 

and iPod Touch is only US$1.99 and available worldwide 
exclusively through the App Store, Games and Travel 
Categories.

Website:
http://www.twistedtechnologyllc.com/travel_games/

My Christmas Gift List 1.0 
released for iPhone and iPod 
Touch 

PRG Consulting has 
announced My Christmas Gift 
List 1.0, their Christmas list 
organiser for iPhone and iPod 
Touch devices. My Christmas 
Gift List was specially designed 
to help you organise your 
Christmas shopping. This 

shopping list manager is the perfect tool to take care 
of all your shopping for the Holiday season: starting 
from contacts, budget to ideas and gifts, organise your 
Christmas shopping in the most efficient and enjoyable 
way.

Prague, Czech Republic - PRG Consulting has 
announced My Christmas Gift List, the latest ultimate 
application specially designed to help you organise 
your Christmas shopping for the Apple iPhone and iPod 
Touch devices. This shopping list manager is the perfect 
tool to take care of all your shopping for the Holiday 
season: starting from contacts, budget to ideas and gifts, 
organise your Christmas shopping in the most efficient 
and enjoyable way.

Christmas is coming and the gifts too. You want 
to make sure everyone will have a present under the 
Christmas tree? Just get yourself My Christmas Gift List, 
get all your gifts on time with no stress and enjoy the 
Holiday season! Black Friday is coming, so get all your 
Christmas gifts on time!

http://www.twistedtechnologyllc.com/travel_games/
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The application features:
 • Create a fully editable list of contacts with an efficient 

management thanks to several categories: family, 
friends, colleagues, other/none.

 • Import contacts from your Apple AddressBook or 
add a person from an empty contact. Modify all your 
contacts and change their characteristics as often as 

necessary (name, category, allocated budget). Use of 
the Photo Library for each contact.

 • Change and reorganise the the order of each contact 
in your list. For each contact, reminder of the status of 
the gifts, total budget set and a check mark to notify 
when all gifts are bought.

 • Christmas countdown and a general reminder of 
shopping information: number of contacts in the list, 
budget spent, gift already bought.

 • Instant Shopping List: accessible shopping list always 
updated will your latest changes. Check mark in front 
of each item of the list, synchronisation with the 
budget and the countdown of gifts already bought.

 • Fully editable list of gifts: status, budget. 
Synchronisation with the shopping list and the 
general reminder of the shopping information. Use of 
the Photo Library for each gift’s description.

Supported Languages:
 • U.S. English, French, German, Spanish, Portuguese, 

Italian, Dutch, Czech and Polish

Device Requirements:
 • Runs on all Apple iPhone, 3G, 3GS and all Apple iPod 

Touch devices running iPhone OS 3.0 or newer

Pricing and Availability:
My Christmas Gift List 1.0 is only US$0.99 (or the 

equivalent in local price) and available worldwide 
exclusively through the App Store in the Lifestyle 
category. 

Website: 
http://iphoneapps.prg-consulting.com/

mychristmasgifts/

A party with 
Magical Bill

A gift 
guaranteed 

to please!
www.kew.hotkey.net.au/~billo

http://iphoneapps.prg-consulting.com/mychristmasgifts/
http://iphoneapps.prg-consulting.com/mychristmasgifts/
http://www.kew.hotkey.net.au/~billo
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Ingredients
375 g apples peeled

180 g raisins

180 g sultanas

125 g dates

125 g suet

125 g sugar

1 teaspoon ground ginger

1 teaspoon mixed spice

grated rind and juice of one lemon

Method
Chop half of the apples and cook until soft in as little 
water as possible; stand aside to cool.

Mince the dates, remainder of the apples and suet. This 
may be done in a food processor on low speed.

Mix through the cooked apples and remainder of fruit 
and spices.

Store in jar in refrigerator until needed.

Use a shortcrust pastry and cut star shapes for the pie 
tops. Bake at 200°C for about 15 minutes or until golden. 
Remove from pan and dust with icing sugar.

Notes:
Jars of this mix would make great gifts. 

Suet may be omitted but the richness will be greatly 
reduced. You need to obtain the suet from a butcher and 
may have to order it. Packet suet has been mixed with 
flour. 

The mixture may be varied with the addition of other 
dried fruits. Chopped brandied cumquats, slivered 
almonds or a little brandy or rum can also be used 
according to taste.

If you are short of time or unable to make the fruit mince, 
purchase some, but add some finely chopped apples, a 
little brandy or rum and some slivered almonds.

Use the mince to top halved apples before baking for a 
dessert.

Spread a little of the mince on the pastry before adding 
apples for a different apple pie.

Add grated apple to a crumble topping and use that to 
top mince pies. Serve warm as a dessert.

The mince (without the suet) may be mixed with 
softened ice cream to make an iced Christmas pudding.

Spotlight Cooks
Pam Doughty

Fruit Mince

Print this recipe
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The most recent “email is on its way out” meme started 
with an article in The Wall Street Journal by Jessica 
Vascellaro entitled “Why Email No Longer Rules... And 
What That Means For the Way We Communicate”. The 
article makes the obvious point that an increasing 
number of people - particularly the young - prefer to use 
Facebook, Twitter, instant messaging and text messaging 
instead of email.

But like so many articles predicting the death 
of (or even eulogising) email, this one misses some 
important points about why email won’t disappear in the 
foreseeable future (and why it’s not even waning now).

It all comes down to two simple facts: email is 
based on open standards, and it’s the lowest common 
denominator for internet communication. Any 
communication system that wishes to replace email will 
need to offer both openness and ubiquity, and nothing 
available today comes even close.

Open Standards
Email has been around since the very earliest days of 

the internet, and even before that, with some claiming 
the first intra-computer email system originating at MIT 
in 1965 and Ray Tomlinson of BBN receiving credit for 
the first inter-computer email system in 1972. Since its 
inception on the internet, the basic email standards have 
evolved some, but honestly, not all that much. Instead, 
most of the evolution in email has been in improving 
performance and scalability, while continuing to adhere 
to the basic interoperability standards.

Open standards are important because they allow 
any programmer to write a new email server or client 
(in other words, a “mail transport agent” or “mail user 
agent”). Hundreds of email servers and clients have been 
developed over the years for every known operating 
system, and while slight compatibility troubles have 
always existed, the adherence of these programs to the 
open standards that define internet email means that 
any client can work with any server, and all servers can 
communicate with one another. Interoperability is key.

(To be fair, both Facebook and Twitter have open APIs 
that enable programmers to write applications that work 
with the services, but very much in a subservient way. 
No one can write their own Twitter or Facebook server, 
though there is an open source attempt to recreate 
Twitter, called StatusNet.)

By relying on a healthy ecosystem of clients and 
servers communicating using open standards, email 
gains two huge advantages over Twitter and Facebook.

First, and most important, businesses and 
government organisations need to control their own 
communications, with as few intermediaries as possible 
to prevent confidential communications from being 
seen by outsiders. Can you imagine Apple engineers 
discussing the next iPhone via Facebook? Why do I 
suspect that’s a firing offence?

Second, an ecosystem based on open standards 
has no single point of failure. Twitter suffers downtime 
regularly, though less frequently than in the past, and 
although I get the impression that Facebook has fewer 

reliability troubles, it has certainly been inaccessible at 
times too.

The single point of failure worry exists at the 
corporate level too. Twitter has no proven business 
model, much less profits, and while Facebook makes 
money from display advertising, the company has just 
crossed into being cash-flow positive, a step on the way 
to making a profit. Businesses will bet on large, profitable 
companies sticking around - witness the increased use 
of Google Apps in the business world - but no company 
in its right mind will hand essential communications 
services over to a partner that’s not only unprofitable, but 
also lacks a proven business model.

Why Email Remains the king of Internet Communications
Adam C. Engst <ace@tidbits.com>

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203803904574431151489408372.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203803904574431151489408372.html
http://status.net/wiki/Tour
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That said, with Facebook boasting 300 million regular 
users and Twitter serving another 30 million or so, I’d be 
shocked if either company were to disappear entirely - 
some deep-pocketed megacorp like Google or Microsoft 
would be more than happy to snap them up were they to 
fail to generate sufficient revenue to survive.

In short, proprietary services are susceptible to all 
sorts of troubles that simply can’t affect more than a 
small subset of users of an open standard like email.

Lowest Common Denominator
Let’s look one step deeper. Email’s open standards, 

and the ecosystem that has grown up around email 
because of them, mean that email is the lowest 
common denominator for one-to-one and one-to-many 
communication on the internet today. In contrast, Twitter 
and Facebook and their kind are entirely proprietary 
services.

A basic truism of communication is that any two 
parties communicating must find a common channel 
before any significant communication can take place. 
Whether it’s two individuals determining which common 
language they share or a pair of modems negotiating 
the fastest common protocol they share (remember 
those screeching tones before the connection was 
established?), setting up a shared communication 
channel is key.

So when it comes to internet communications, 
Facebook may have 300 million users, but that’s only 
a fraction of the 1.4 billion people who have internet 
access. Heck, just the big four email systems - Yahoo 
Mail, Hotmail, Gmail and AOL - may have as many as 650 
million users, and I suspect that email usage is a long 
tail phenomenon, with many more users total at smaller 
systems.

In essence, everyone who pays for internet access 
or receives it from a school, business or governmental 
organisation has an email address. The main exception 
I can think of would be kids who use their parents’ 
internet connection. Email being the lowest common 
denominator of internet communications means five 
things.

 • Nearly all business-to-consumer communication on 
the internet is done via email. If you buy something 
on the internet, you get a receipt via email. Official 
communications from your bank, your telephone 
company and other organisations with whom you do 
business all happen via email. Younger people can 
get away with not using email as much because they 
communicate largely with friends, rather than with 
the business world. That changes with age.

 • Nearly all business-to-business communication 
on the internet also takes place via email, and a 

significant reason for that is email’s capability to 
transfer not just text, but also attachments. Businesses 
live and die by email. Email attachments can be 
troublesome, but even most systems that attempt 
to solve the problems with attachments (YouSendIt, 
MobileMe iDisk, StuffIt Connect, etc.) rely on email to 
communicate a link to the file in question.

 • Your email address is, generally speaking, your 
internet identity. Obviously, this use of email is 
problematic, since people have and use multiple 
email addresses, and it’s entirely common to switch 
from one to another when moving, graduating from 
college or changing jobs. But isn’t it telling that you 
must have an email address even to sign up for both 
Twitter and Facebook?

 • Email messages can be archived and accessed much 
later easily, which is increasingly required by law for 
certain types of business communications. Though 

http://www.macnotables.com
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neither Twitter nor Facebook specifically delete old 
posts, neither has a data retention policy that I’m 
aware of, nor any built-in facility for exporting posts 
from the system.

 • Finally, email is the internet communications method 
of last resort, as shown by the fact that if you forget 
your password on nearly any website - Facebook 
and Twitter included - you can receive a new one 
only via email. And for many casual Facebook users, 
Facebook’s email notifications are the only way they 
know that they’ve received messages on Facebook.
I’m not saying that email is the best imaginable 

solution in each of these situations, merely that it is the 
best and most ubiquitous tool we have to solve them 
today. And realistically, Twitter and Facebook aren’t 
likely to fade away any time soon either. New and old 
technologies usually coexist happily for a very long time 

unless one can completely replace the other. Email and 
SMS text messaging have eliminated the need for many 
phone calls, but no one’s suggesting that phone calls will 
stop happening entirely.

Improving Email
While I am arguing that email won’t fade away 

in the foreseeable future, I also think that internet 
communications systems need to evolve to graft the key 
aspects of email with the lessons learned from Facebook 
and Twitter, while working to eliminate problems that 
have long dragged down email.

The main way Twitter and Facebook differ from email 
is that they evolved largely from the concept of blogging. 
Email is essentially a bidirectional communication 
medium in which you have a pretty good idea who 
reads what you write, whereas blogging is a publishing 

medium in which your audience is largely unknown to 
you.

The genius of Facebook and Twitter is that they 
combine publishing with bidirectional communication 
- in both you can post something that all your friends 
or followers can read, or you can direct a message at a 
specific person or group of people (the latter is trickier in 
Twitter, but is possible).

 And in fact, the particular genius of Twitter over 
Facebook is that it better honours the publishing model 
of blogging by allowing asymmetric following. That is, 
I can follow bike racer Lance Armstrong because I’m 
interested in what he has to say, but Lance doesn’t have 
to follow me back.

That’s a far more comfortable relationship approach 
than on Facebook, where people who want to follow 
what I have to say automatically have to be my “friends”, 

E V E N T S

F O R

Y O U

O F F I C E :  (03)9842 2561 M O B :  0404 771 875

E X P E R I E N C E D  E V E N T  M A N A G E R S  A N D  T R A I N E D  D J ’ S ,  L I G H T I N G  D E S I G N E R S  
A N D  H O S T S  A L L  R E A D Y  F O R  Y O U R  E V E N T  N O  M A T T E R  T H E  S I Z E ,  C L A S S  O R  S T Y L E .

A N Y  E V E N T ,  A N Y W H E R E ,  A N Y  T I M E

http://twitter.com/lancearmstrong
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and by allowing them to easily read what I write, I have to 
open myself up to what they write as well. The fact that 
Facebook has had to add the capability to hide updates 
from particular people and applications is a hint that their 
system doesn’t map well to the way relationships work in 
the real world.

The closest we have today, I’d argue, is Google’s 
Gmail, which attempts to rethink what email is all 
about. Gmail’s Web interface treats email as a constantly 
connected stream of information, and its constrained 
text-editing environment encourages the kind of quick, 
concise responses that you see on Facebook and Twitter. 
Plus, its approach of grouping messages in the same 
conversation provides the same sort of historical context 
as Facebook posts with their comments, and with the 
generally weak threading provided within some Twitter 
clients.

Obviously, Gmail is a service and suffers from lack of 
control and somewhat from the single point of failure 
problem, but because it also supports email’s open 
standards, you can at any time switch to a different 
client or even use a different ISP. And at least Google is a 
large, profitable company that can’t disappear without 
warning.

Although it isn’t yet available to everyone, Google 
Wave is attempting an even more significant rethinking 
of how we communicate on the internet. The question 
is, will Google make Google Wave sufficiently generic 
and open that it could possibly approach the ubiquity of 
email? Or perhaps Google Wave will absorb classic email, 
layering its new ideas on top of the older protocols for 

backward compatibility?
No matter what, the other huge challenge that 

email systems have at best swept under the rug is 
spam. The extreme openness of email has allowed it to 
be abused in ways that are either difficult to replicate 
via Facebook and Twitter, or which programmers at 
those services have been able to stop, thanks to their 
complete programmatic control over the system. Spam 
filtering software at both the server and client levels has 
improved to the point where it’s possible to avoid seeing 
much spam in your Inbox, but it’s still common to lose 
the occasional legitimate message to an overenthusiastic 
spam filter.

Will email systems evolve to meet these needs? Or 
will we simply keep patching the old protocols, servers, 
and clients because we don’t have the willpower to 
force a major change that would disrupt everyday email 
communications across the internet? My money is on 
the latter, which is a shame, because as much as I don’t 
see email disappearing any time soon, I would like to 
see it improve and learn from more modern services like 
Facebook and Twitter.

Oh, and that Wall Street Journal article predicting 
the end of email’s reign as the king of internet 
communications? The most telling part comes at the 
end, in the byline, which makes the ultimate case for why 
email isn’t going away any time soon. How else would 
you contact The Wall Street Journal reporters?

Ms. Vascellaro is a staff reporter in The Wall Street 
Journal’s San Francisco bureau. She can be reached at 
[redacted]@wsj.com.

http://wave.google.com/help/wave/about.html
http://wave.google.com/help/wave/about.html
http://www.s2d6.com/x/?x=c&z=s&v=2311276&r=[RANDOM]&k=spotlight
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Apple has introduced version 3.0 of 
its Apple TV software, revamping the 
main menu with a new look and - 
finally - a new focus. The redesigned 
top-level navigation now features 
links to your content (My Movies, 
My TV Shows, etc.) at the top of 
each section menu; in the previous 
version, the focus was on Apple’s paid 
offerings.

Categories are arranged in a 
single line, left to right. Highlighting 
a category displays options below, 
like a drop-down menu. The top third 
of the screen features thumbnails 
of content. For example, when 
the TV Shows category is active, 
your unwatched episodes appear 
alongside top shows from the iTunes 
Store. To view, press the top button 
on the Apple remote to highlight one 
of the items, and then press the Play 
button.

A new internet menu item leads 
to YouTube videos and, new to the 
Apple TV software, internet radio 
stations. The stations are arranged by 
genre, as you’d find in iTunes. When 

you press and hold the Play button during playback of a 
station, you can choose to mark it as a favourite, which 
then appears at the top of the Radio list.

Other new features include photo syncing of iPhoto 
Faces and Events, Genius Mixes, and support for iTunes 
LP albums and iTunes Extras movies. However, if you’ve 
previously purchased items with those expanded 
features, they need to be re-downloaded to work 
with the Apple TV; Apple says they will download 
automatically in iTunes.

Aside from the top-level navigation, and a switch to 
Helvetica as the default font, the rest of the Apple TV 
interface is largely unchanged.

The Apple TV hardware remains the same as the 
original model introduced in 2007, although now 
containing a 160 GB hard disk. A new Apple TV costs 
AU$329.

The Apple TV 3.0 software update is free for current 
owners, and is available only via the Apple TV itself (go to 
Settings > Update Software).

Though the improvements in Apple TV 3.0 are 
welcome, they’re unlikely to cause anyone to decide to 
buy an Apple TV, meaning that the Apple TV remains a 
hobby for Apple, and merely another small step as Apple 
gingerly pushes its hardware into the living room (the 
previous small move was making the latest models of the 
iMac capable of operating as external monitors for Blu-
ray players, game machines and the like).

UPDATE: Apple have since advised that all Apple TV 
3.0 users should update to Apple TV 3.0.1 or later to 
prevent content from temporarily disappearing until 
re-synced.

iTunes 9.0.2 and Remote 1.3.2
Apple also released iTunes 9.0.2 and Remote 1.3.2, 

which add support for the new Apple TV features. 
iTunes 9.0.2 also offers a new preference to use a dark 
background behind the Grid view, located in the General 
pane of the iTunes preferences.

iTunes 9.0.2 is an 85.82 MB download, and is available 
via Software Update or as a direct download. Remote is 
free and available from the iTunes Store, and is a 1.6 MB 
download.

Apple Tv 3.0 Adds Focus on your Content
Jeff Carlson <jeffc@tidbits.com>

Apple TV 3.0 Main Screen

http://support.apple.com/kb/HT3916
http://support.apple.com/kb/HT3916
http://support.apple.com/kb/DL927
http://itunes.com/apps/remote/
mailto:jeffc@tidbits.com
http://www.s2d6.com/x/?x=c&z=s&v=2335148&r=[RANDOM]&k=spotlight


AppleUsers Spotlight | Issue 5, December 2009 21

Free Mac Apps

Free Christmas Screensavers

Here are15 screensavers to brighten your Mac and 
your face at Christmas.
http://www.freemacscreensavers.com/christmas.htm

Free Christmas Mail Stationery Package 

iPresentee, has released free Christmas Mail 
Stationery templates to be used with Apple’s Mail 
software. The new Mail Stationery package includes 
ten wonderful templates: Santa Claus Letter, New 
Year’s Day, Christmas Wreath, Merry Christmas, Gift, 
Snowman, Christmas Letter, Christmas Socks, Santa 
Claus and Christmas Tree.?? 

Send the warmest Christmas wishes to your 
friends, family members, colleagues and others. 
Creating an email with Christmas Mail Stationery 
templates is exactly the same as creating an email 
using the usual Mail Stationery templates. New Mail 
Stationery templates comes with an installer to 
make sure the templates end up in the right place 
and would be displayed in Apple Mail New Message 
Stationery menu automatically. 

Minimum Requirements:
 • Mac OS X 10.5 with bundled Mail application 
 • 15 MB Hard Drive space.

http://www.ipresentee.com/iPresentee/
iPresentee_-_Free_Stuff.html

60 Beautiful Free Christmas Photoshop 
Tutorials

Christmas is a holiday of love and family. It is the 
time of year when people come together to celebrate 
and appreciate what’s important in life. So why don’t 
you impress the people who are important to you with 
some unique Christmas cards or beautiful personal 
desktop wallpaper?

In this post, we present 60 beautiful Christmas 
Photoshop tutorials. You’ll learn how to design 
Christmas trees, snow globes, snowflakes, Christmas 
candles, Christmas balls and much more. Some 
designers go even further, taking the time to draw 
Christmas illustrations or replace old icons with festive 
ones. Often, designers will draw Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer and friends or create a Christmas 
theme for their website layout.

You may also be interested in the following related 
posts:

 • Christmas Wallpapers
 • Christmas Icons and Christmas Wordpress Themes
 • 50 Beautiful Winter Wonderland Photos

http://www.smashingmagazine.com/2008/12/16/
beautiful-christmas-photoshop-tutorials/

Free Mac Apps
Paul Sutcliffe

Some Free Xmas Icons

This site has some nice traditional Christmas Icons 
to dress up your Mac. 

http://www.icondrawer.com/free.php
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LotsaSnow 1.2j
This one draws snowflakes falling down your screen. Simple enough, but the 

oh-so-clever part is every snowflake is actually unique (as well they should be!) and 
also that it uses a quite a bit of processing power. But that’s the price you pay for 
individuality!
(Editor’s note:  It’s so fantastic, we even used it as the background image for this 

article!)
http://wakaba.c3.cx/s/lotsablankers/lotsasnow.html

TreetopLights 2.3 
TreetopLights is an application that places a Christmas tree 

on the desktop and holiday lights on the menu bar or screen 
edges. The desktop tree can be decorated with blinking or fading 
lights, an assortment of ornaments, a treetop star or snow. A small 
assortment of lights is available, and custom lights can be designed 
and added for both the tree and screen lights.

http://www.freerangemac.com/

A Few Christmas thoughts to finish.
It is only 5 weeks till Santa comes down the chimney and your money goes up in 

smoke.
Yep, Christmas is a joyous time, particularly for the kids. For the parents peace on 

earth comes several days later, when all the batteries run out. 
However the best of all Christmas gifts around any tree, is a family all wrapped up 

in each other.
Merry Christmas everybody.

Introducing our BRAND NEW online store for all your Apple 
needs, shipped directly to you from our warehouse!

www.store.widebaytechnology.com.au

Looking for a better Apple Mac deal online?

So come on over and check out our already discounted prices!
Plus, as a special only available to the readers of The AppleUsers Spotlight we 
are offering (until the end of August) FREE shipping Australia Wide on any 
Apple Mac System purchased.

DISCOUNT COUPON:
Good for FREE SHIPPING 
on all Mac Systems

COUPON CODE:

WBT38942
(Valid until August 31st)

Feel free to Email us if you have any questions:
shop@widebaytechnology.com.au

http://www.widebaytechnology.com.au
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DLO vent Mount for iPhone 
3G and 3GS
AUD$25.00 @ Organiser World

[More information]
There are tons of in car accessories and cradles for the 

iPhone on the market today but DLO’s Vent Mount for 
the iPhone is unique in it’s own right. The Vent Mount is 
purely a cradle for the iPhone, that clips onto the vents of 
your air condition unit with two detachable clips. There 
is a belt clip and holster included with the vent mount so 
it doubles as a iPhone belt holster on the go. Perfect for 
Dad!

The iPhone fits in the cradle snugly and there is a 
rubber pad in the cradle itself to prevent scratching. With 
the cradle sitting on air condition vents, it’s at an optimal 
eye level when using one of the many navigation apps.

STM Mask for iMac/Cinema 
Display 
AUD$14.95 - $15.95 @ Mac Mall

[More information]
Apple’s iMacs are certainly an epitome in personal 

computer design. The luscious and gorgeous screen is 
a delight to look at, until you spot that speck of dust, or 
worse still, a stain on the screen. But have no fear! STM’s 
Mask for the iMac/Cinema Display is here! Now every 
time your iMac is not in use, you can conveniently slip 
the mask over your iMac’s screen and protect it from the 
elements. I would recommend using it when your iMac 
is switched off to prevent any heat issues but STM has 
intelligently designed the mask so that it’s not covering 
the back of the iMac. 

The STM Mask comes in various sizes for the iMac and 
Cinema Displays and is available in blue, red and olive.

Mac OS X 10.6 Snow Leopard
AUD$39.00 @ Apple Store Australia

[More information]
It’s impossible to round up the enhancements and 

fixes Snow Leopard has over Leopard but at a mere 
$39AUD, it’s hard to understand why someone would 
not have upgraded by now. When you first log into Snow 
Leopard, apart of some minor design tweaks, there is not 
much that stands out. Some of the main improvements 
include Exchange support, 62 bit support; new look 
Expose and Stacks, Quicktime X and Grand Central 
Dispatch which improves performance. 

To the surprise of many, you don’t even need Leopard 
to be able to upgrade to Snow Leopard. This means, you 
could install Snow Leopard onto your Tiger OS machine 
skipping Leopard altogether which is a substantial 
saving. This is provided that you are running Tiger on an 
Intel machine.

5 Christmas Presents for under $50

By Alvin Ng

5 Christmas Presents
for under $50
5 Christmas Presents
for under $50

http://www.ow.com.au/shop/PDA-Car-Mounts/DLO-Vent-Mount-for-3G-iPhone
http://www.macmall.com.au/catalog/shop-mac/bags-cases-covers.html?order=name&dir=asc&mode=list&cat=37&p=3
http://store.apple.com/au/product/MAC_OS_X_SNGL?mco=MTM3NDk5NjU
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5 Christmas Presents for under $50

Nike+ iPod Sport kit
AUD$48.00 @ Apple Store Australia

[More information]
Got a music lover/jogging enthusiast in the family? 

In case you can’t go past getting the Nike+ iPod Sport 
Kit this Christmas holidays for them. You’ll need Nike+ 
shoes that have a groove at the bottom of the shoes or 
you could purchase a pouch, insert the sensor and tie it 
to your laces of your shoes. The other sensor plugs into 
your iPod. During runs, your iPod will periodically inform 
you of the distance you have ran, time taken and calories 
burned. You could also set goals that you want to achieve 
and your iPod will keep track of your records. 

Another cool feature is when you sync your iPod with 
iTunes, you can upload your jogging records online to 
nikeplusactive.nike.com and track your history online in a 
snazzy flash interface. You can even keep track of friends 
with nike+ accounts or share your running records on 
social websites like Facebook. 

Logitech Portable Lapdesk 
N315
AUD$49.95 @ Logitech Australia

[More information]
Using a notebook on your lap is always a tricky 

business. You’re have to make sure the notebook stays 
level, constantly move the notebook so that it doesn’t 
burn your lap from the heat and it’s almost entirely 
impossible to use a mouse with the notebook on your 
lap. Logitech aims to change all that with the Portable 
Lapdesk N315. It’s a flat non slip surface for you to rest 
your notebook on and includes a nifty little retractable 
mouse pad. The thin profile of the N315 also means that 
it wouldn’t take up much space in your notebook bag. 
Don’t be fooled by the N315’s thin profile though as it’s 
extremely sturdy and doesn’t bend much even with force.

The N315 is compatible with notebooks with a 15.6 
inch display and it is suitable for use on a bed, sofa, or 
basically any soft surface. 

Feature article designed by 
Daniel Jenkins

http://store.apple.com/au/product/MA365ZM/E/Nike-iPod-Sport-Kit?mco=MTQwMjgzNzc
http://www.logitech.com/index.cfm/notebook_products/stands/devices/6073&cl=au,en


AppleUsers Spotlight | Issue 4, November 2009 25

Top 10 holiday book gifts

In today’s economy you probably can’t afford to give 
every Apple fanatic in your family or circle of friends a 
new Mac, iPod or iPhone for the holidays.

You don’t have to. You can still bring a big smile 
and a lot of Apple joy to anyone with lifelong loyalty or 
budding passion for our favorite Apple (Inc.). What better 
way to show you put some thought into your gift-giving 
than by offering a slice of Apple history, personality or 
wisdom for the minds and hearts of your loved ones or 
friends via an Apple-related book?

You remember books, don’t you? Those tree-based, 
non-digital paperweights that line the shelves of libraries 
and college professors’ offices. Yes, they still exist, and 
thankfully so. A good hardback or paperback book held 
in one’s hands not only continues centuries of tradition 
but also offers today’s digital lifestyle a break from 
computer screens and keyboards -- something that is, 
yes, actually a healthy thing to do. Just plug yourself into 
your favorite chair, turn on the backlighting (a lamp) and 

input or beam the printed words via your eyeballs to that 
organic CPU of yours (your brain). Exercise is included 
(page turning).

The U.S.A.-based Oregon MacPioneers User Group 
(Omug) has compiled a Top 10 list of quality gift book 
recommendations, in no particular order or preference 
but with a diverse and healthy mix of topics. All of these 
books can be purchased online via Amazon.com, or 
Barnes and Nobles, or from the publishers. Although we 
strongly recommend the hardback or softback versions, 
you can find some of these in ebook (PDF) form. A few of 
these books may be a few years old, but trust us, they are 
worth finding in the latest edition.

Since the price of each book can vary depending on 
your shopping skills, we did not include a retail price. 
If a downloadable PDF excerpt of a book was found, 
we provided a link for you (if not, you can often browse 
sample chapters of a book online via Amazon.com or 
other online dealer). Enjoy!

iWoz
Purchase: Amazon.com
Website: http://www.woz.org/
Released: November 2006
About the author: Steve Wozniak, 
co-founder of Apple Computer, 
engineer, teacher.

Foreword by another Apple legend, Guy Kawasaki. 
There have been several books written about fellow 
Apple co-founder Steve Jobs (see our reference at 
the bottom of this article), but this is the first bio by 
the Woz. For those of you who have never met Steve 
Wozniak (this reviewer has), listened to him talk, or just 
seen him smile, you get a sense of a guy who cares. 
This is a book in his voice and personality and one that 
makes you feel like you are sitting in a chair across from 
him as he shares his story of becoming a reluctant tech 
celebrity and the glory days of starting Apple.

holiday book gifts
Top 10 

 for Apple fans

By Steve Welsh

http://www.amazon.com/iWoz-Computer-Invented-Personal-Co-Founded/dp/0393061434/
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Revolution In The 
Valley
Purchase: OReilly.com
Website: 
http://www.folklore.org/
Released: December 2004
 About the author: Andy 
Hertzfeld was one of the 
key, original Macintosh 
development team 
members.

Foreword by Steve Wozniak. Years ago, Andy created 
his Folklore.org website, which allowed other Mac team 
members to share their stories of Apple history and the 
creation of the Macintosh (see how foretelling Apple 
talent is? This was, in a way, the first “wikipedia” type 
website). The collection grew enough that it became 
evident a book had to be spawned from it -- thus, 
Revolution in the Valley. The book design is square 
(hmmm, a nerd reference, perhaps?) and a creative 
page layout present many interesting photographs 
(some quite rare), screen snapshots, even notepad 
doodlings by Andy, from the timespan of the Mac’s 
pre-formation to its historic 1984 birth. Andy is a pretty 
humble dude who enjoys being part of a special team, 
and he’s not a bad story-teller, either. His inside tales 
of the behind-the-scenes creation of the computer 
that changed the world are fascinating. This is a must-
have book for anyone who relishes Apple history, and 
especially the creation of the Macintosh.

Reality Check
Purchase: GuyKawasaki.com
Website: 
http://www.alltop.com/
Released: 2008
About the author: Former 
Apple evangelist, Guy Kawasaki 
is the current CEO of Garage 
Technology Ventures.

Not one but two forewords written by the “Fake Steve 
Jobs.” This latest wisdom-for-business-related book by 
Kawasaki may not be an Apple book per se (although 
Guy does sprinkles in his Apple experiences), but it 
presents such a broad range of smart advice that it is a 
must-read for just about anyone in need of real world 
business advice. Or, for anyone with a competitive 
foot in the communications world. With chapter topics 
such as “Mantras for Dummies”, “The 10/20/30 Rule of 
Pitching”, “The Top 16 Lies of Lawyers”, “The Paradox of 
Strategy: How Apple Blew It and Microsoft Got Lucky”, 
“The Art of Innovation”, “Frame or Be Framed”, “The Art 
of Customer Service”, “How To Suck Up To A Blogger”, 
“Career Guidance For This Century”, “How To Prevent A 
Bozo Explosion” and “My Hindsights in Life”, Kawasaki 
gives you a reality check on a wide range of do’s and 
don’ts that span the career of a Guy who has been in 
the trenches, lived to tell about it and, indeed, wants to 
sincerely share it for your benefit.

Presentation Zen
Purchase: Amazon.com
Website: 
http://www.
presentationzen.com/
Released: January 2008
About the author: Garr 
Reynolds formerly served 
as Apple’s Worldwide Users 
Groups program chief.

Foreword by Guy Kawasaki (yes, it’s a small Apple 
world, indeed). What I enjoyed discovering about Garr 
Reynolds is that he is a man who practices what he 
preaches. I’ve been to events where Garr has been the 
main speaker and other events where Garr was there 
just for support or to soak in another speaker’s style and 
techniques. His book preaches what he has, indeed, 
practiced. Presentation Zen should be in the tool set of 
any communicator or presenter (and not just business 
types, but students, user group leaders, teachers, etc.) 
because it not only offers wisdom in technique but also 
wisdom in “why.” As you soak in the style and guidance 
offered in simple, never too long chapters, you will 
quickly understand why this book is so perfectly titled. 
Also, be on the lookout for Reynolds’ second book (on 
design), soon to be released. You will want to have both.

http://oreilly.com/catalog/9780596007195/
http://www.guykawasaki.com/books/reality-check.shtml
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0321525655/103-6148611-3957463/
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iPhone: The Missing 
Manual
Purchase: Amazon.com
Website: 
http://www.davidpogue.com/
Released: August 2009 (3rd 
edition)
About the author: New York 
Times technology columnist 
David Pogue uses his sharp 
wit and humor to educate and 
explain with the best of them. 

The Missing Manual series is a successful instructional 
niche series based on its sub-title and motto: “The 
book that should have been in the box.” Pogue is one 
of the better, more skillful communicators among 
their authors, and he certainly hits the mark in this 
quality iPhone book, one that we recommend for any 
new iPhone owner (no matter the degree of technical 
background). Adding to Pogue’s writing talents, the 
book is flooded with screenshots and photos, giving 
you a more complete “look and feel” tutorial as to the 
full capabilities of Apple’s ingenious, all in one, mobile 
device. You’ll smile and laugh, too, as David tells it like it 
is in real world use.

Take Control of Buying 
A Mac
Purchase: TakeControlBooks.
com
Website: 
http://www.tidbits.com/
Released: September 2008 
(version 3)
 About the author: Adam 
Engst is the founder of 
TidBITS and Take Control 
Books (ebook publisher).

This ebook is an example of one of the many helpful, 
instructional, timely and topical titles that Take Control 
Books has become noted for. Since buying a Mac is “...
one of the most expensive items you’re likely to buy 
in any given year, so you’ll want to make sure you 
choose the right model and buy at the right time.” 
Adam’s experience of buying is supplemented by 
his technology background. We think spending $10 
(or less) for this ebook to save yourself hundreds of 
dollars is worth it, especially when Adam guides you 
on how, when, where and why you should choose to 
buy a Mac. He’ll also help you move your current data 
to the new Mac, and offer suggestions on what to do 
with your old Mac. At the very least, if you have never 
purchased a Take Control Book before, you need to 
check out the TC inventory. TC ebooks offer the best 
of today’s technology and convenience. Plus, User 
Group members get a nice discount on TC ebooks. 
Visit the Take Control Books website here http://www.
takecontrolbooks.com/.

The Macintosh iLife ‘09 In 
The Classroom
Purchase: Amazon.com 
Website: 
http://www.maclife.com/
Released: 2009
About the author: Jim Heid 
has devoted himself to Apple’s 

iLife software suite since the first 
version. He currently co-hosts “Point & Click Radio,” an 
online computer radio talk show.

You would expect a book that is targeted for the 
classroom to be valuable teaching tool for the topics 
it covers. Heid’s book delivers. It may be the best and 
only book a teacher needs to get up to speed on using 
Apple’s iLife software suite on campus (you can readily 
find the previous version of this book if you are still 
using iLife ‘08). As if Jim’s in-depth writing and tons of 
screenshots and photos weren’t enough, Heid added 
the talents of Ted Lai, Apple Distinguished Educator, 
who provides complete lesson plans for teachers using 
the iLife and iWork suites. But we don’t think this book 
should be limited to teachers or students; this book can 
be equally effective at home or in the small business 
office.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0596804296/
http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/buying-mac
http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/buying-mac
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0321601343/
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The Art Of The Start
Purchase: Amazon.com 
Website: 
http://www.guykawasaki.com/
Released: 2004
About the author: Guy 
Kawasaki has written several 
best-selling business advice 
books. 

This best-selling book captures and capsules the best 
of Kawasaki’s experiences as an evangelist for Apple, 
venture capitalist, database pitchman for French-based 
ASCIUS, entrepreneur, speaker, author, user group tour 
man, even jewelry salesman. Each chapter starts with 
a jewel of a quote to ponder and whet the appetite 
for the coming main course, and Guy delivers it in his 
usual fresh and clever style. Oh, and if you need proof 
that Guy practices what he preaches, check out the 
INSIDE of the book’s cover jacket -- you’ll find the clever 
byproduct of one of his ideas. Guy ran a contest to 
design his book’s cover, and printed the top 70 versions 
from the contest on the jacket’s inside (an industry 
first?). Very cool. By the way, there is a quote from 
eBay co-founder Pierre Omidyar on the cover, and he 
suggests to “read the last chapter first.” We did, but we 
won’t spoil the purpose of that for you (sometimes it’s 
okay to do what you are told).

The Cult Of iPod
Purchase: Amazon.com
Website: 
http://www.cultofmac.com/
Released: November 2006
About the author: Leander 
Kahney covers the Apple 
community on CultOfMac.com, 
following his years writing for 
Wired Magazine and Wired News, 
and other publications.

It is a fabulous coffee table book, and we mean this 
in the most museum quality like way. It is beautiful, 
full-color hardbacks that capture the unique and 
ever-expanding loyalty and passion of Apple followers. 
For the Mac book, Woz wrote on the back cover: “The 
Macintosh is more than a computer. It’s a way of life ... 
This book is about what it is to be a Macintosh person. 
It gives insight into the greatest love and loyalties of 
any product of our era.” The book is like the products it 
features: innovative, creative and unique. Witness fans 
who carve the iPod click wheel into their hairstyle, or 
tattoo the Apple logo on their body, paint their Macs or 
turn older ones into aquariums, or those who develop 
cults within a cult. Examples of user fanaticism are 
gathered from around the globe, proving the Apple 
community is, indeed, alive worldwide. The Cult of iPod 
focuses on what we feel is the third major revolutionary 
Apple product, following the the Apple II and the 
Macintosh; the iPhone would be the latest.

Apple Confidential 2.0
Purchase: Amazon.com
Website: 
http://www.owenink.com/
Released: 2004
About the author: Owen 
Linzmayer started his 
technology writing career 
in the early 1980s and has 
written for nearly every top 
Apple-related publication.

In our view, Linzmayer has written the definitive history 
of Apple (up to the time the book was published, of 
course). Therefore, anyone yearning for a complete, 
chronological and probing background of Apple, its 
creative bent and its amazing history of products, 
well, you’ve come to the right book. It’s chock full of 
rare photos, product timelines, reflections on why 
some products lived and others died, Steve Jobs’ 
NeXT venture, even the “then and now” of the Mac 
development team members who were immortalized 
by their emblazoned signatures inside the original Mac. 
You won’t win an Apple trivia contest without this book. 
We hope Owen follows up with a sequel (3.0) in the near 
future -- for as we all know -- typical of the technology 
industry -- a lot happens quickly in Silicon Valley, and 
especially at Apple.

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1591840562/guykawasakico-20
http://www.amazon.com/Cult-Mac-Leander-Kahney/dp/1593271220/
http://www.amazon.com/Apple-Confidential-2-0-Definitive-Colorful/dp/1593270100/
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Final thoughts from Omug
For those of you who wonder how we could create a Top 10 list of Apple related books 
and not include one of Steve Jobs (who, by the way, was just selected by Fortune 
Magazine as “CEO of the Decade”), well, that was not intentional -- we just ran out of 
room. In fact, you have a lot to choose from about Jobs (most written from the outside 
looking in). As a reference, check out this article: http://money.cnn.com/2009/11/04/
technology/steve_jobs_books.fortune/index.htm.

So there you have our healthy and mind-expanding collection of books fit for any 
Apple fan (hint: not just for giving but for getting). Enjoy them in any form. Oh, and if you 
ever get the rare opportunity to have your book autographed by its author (Adam Engst 
will sign your forehead if you buy any Take Control ebooks), tell ‘em Omug sent you.

And God speed and blessings to everyone down under these holidays from your 
mates in Oregon.

 – Oregon MacPioneers User Group (Omug) 
http://homepage.mac.com/ydkm/

Corvallis, Oregon, USA

http://www.designhouse.com.au
http://www.geekculture.com
http://www.s2d6.com/x/?x=c&amp;z=s&amp;v=2190219&amp;k=dashboard


http://www.themacbundles.com
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For One Who Has Everything

A Cockpit

Before establishing 
Apple in the late 1970s, 
Steve Jobs went on a 
spiritual journey through 
India. This involved 
living in a monastery, 
becoming a Buddhist, 
shaving his head, wearing 

robes and sampling psychedelics. In fact, Jobs has stated 
that experiencing LSD was one of the most influential 
experiences of his personal and professional life.

I’m not about to advocate buying your uncle hard 
drugs, but perhaps he’d like to spend a few months in 

For One Who has Everything

So, does your uncle have a flight sim? Well, of course 
he does. He bought a copy of X-Plane 9 a few weeks 
ago to test the capacity of the sweet Nvidia graphics in 
his new iMac. That and he always wanted to be a pilot. 
You want to know how to exponentially enhance his 
experience and get him the perfect gift for Xmas? Buy 
some flight controls for him to use with his simulator.

For those who aren’t hardcore flight sim enthusiasts, 
you can basically buy a fake cockpit to connect to your 
computer to control your flight sim. When I say fake, 

though, I actually mean something that is quite real. 
These physical interfaces contain all the controls you’d 
expect in a real cockpit. They are so real, in fact, that they 
are used to train pilots.

You can purchase either a component of the cockpit 
– like the yoke – or the entire thing. Precision Flight 
Controllers Inc. specialise in the high-end, super realistic 
gear and more entry-level products. That being said, the 
whole thing pushes into the several thousands of US 
dollars, with just the yoke costing a cool US$545.

Spiritual Retreat à la Steve Jobs

OK. It’s Christmas time again, and you’ve drawn rich uncle Gavin’s name in Chris-Kringle. Problem: while you and he both love Apple and Apple-related stuff, 

he seems to have everything. Fortuitously, you read this magazine. So let’s take a look at what you buy the Mac lover who has everything. By Ben Barone-Nugent

India à la his idol Steve Jobs. Perhaps the serenity of a 
Himalayan monastery is exactly what he needs? After 
all, he may come back an even better, more creative 
businessman.

Again, this would be costly. I mean, you have to pay 
for airfares, trains in India, donation to monastery, a crew-
cut and probably some kind of floral robe.

A Collection of Vintage Macs
Seriously – who 

would not want this 
gift? I’d include a Mac 
Classic, the Apple 
IIe, maybe a late-
90s Power PC (the 
PPC 6100 was a fine 
vintage) and obviously 
a Newton. Who would 
want this gift, you 

ask. Who cares about the post-pre Jobs era Apple? After 
all, they are eons apart in terms of design. Well, I’ll tell 
you who: a true Mac lover. And, after all, your uncle does 
dig Macs, and he’s always regretted throwing out that 
old PPC 4400 with one of those screens with built-in 
speakers. Ah – more complex days.

http://www.flypfc.com
http://www.flypfc.com
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An iPhone Cake

For One Who has Everything

So this isn’t the sort of gift you can just go out and buy – you have to make it from 
scratch. But isn’t a handmade gift the best kind? Well, sometimes it is, sometimes it isn’t. 
I can tell you, though, that if you’re baking a cake shaped like an iPhone for an Apple 
fan, you will be duly rewarded in their will.

There are a few good recipe websites and blogs that walk you through baking these 
cakes. Some good ones are found at Gizmodo and CakeItaly.

A Weird iPhone App
On a more practical note, there is a weird, largely unexplored underbelly to the App 

Store. Lurking in its stranger corners are some iPhone apps your uncle probably hasn’t 
considered. These aren’t necessarily the kinds of apps that will save you time. They’re 
more on the novelty side of things. Take, for example, BottleCube’s Puff (AU$1.19). 
Essentially, you blow into the iPhone microphone to deliver a gust of wind that blows 
up the skirt of an on-screen character. Of course, it’s Japanese. More wholesomely, 
Pimple Popper (AU$1.19) is quite fun. All you do is pop pimples on your iPhone screen. 
Yep. It’s that simple, and it’s simply pleasurable.

http://gizmodo.com/5393080/iphone-cake-gallery//gallery/1
http://cakeitaly.com/?p=950
http://www.bottlecube.co.jp/iphone/app/0200b.html
http://www.roomcandygames.com/pimple_popper.html
http://www.s2d6.com/x/?x=c&z=s&v=2215686&r=[RANDOM]&k=spotlight
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User Group Discount Corner

Voila Software Apress These User Group discounts are brought to you by the 
Apple User Group Advisory Board (special thanks to 
board member Tom Piper).

You must be a current Apple User Group member to 
qualify for these savings. Not a member? Join an Apple 
User Group today to take advantage of these special 
offers.

Credits
Be sure to subscribe to the Apple User Group Market 
Report podcast. The AUG Market Report and Resource 
blog are great sources for information about Apple User 
Groups, vendor discounts, special events, interesting 
reviews, stimulating training and more.
Apple User Group Market Report podcast:
http://homepage.mac.com/ugab/resources.html
For public information about vendor offers and more 
visit: http://homepage.mac.com/ugab/offers.html

Does your company want to promote an offer, direct to 
over 5,000 Apple Enthuisats? Use our contact form and 
select ‘Vendor Offers’ to tell us about your offer!

User Group Discount Corner
Compiled by Gary Lowen (gary@lowen.id.au)

Voila is a professional creativity tool for Mac OS X Leopard 
that lets you capture your screen, annotate, organise and 
share. Voila lets you capture any shape, multiple regions 
at the same time, menu, webpage or DOM elements, and 
even from iSight. Pick and add annotations, add effects 
and share instantly via Mail, Flickr, FTP or iPhoto.

Regularly priced at US$39.95, Voila is offered to Apple 
User Group members for only US$24.95 which is 38% off! 
A full-featured trial version can be downloaded for a 30-
day evaluation.

For more details, downloading and purchasing: 
http://www.globaldelight.com/store
Discount coupon: APPLEMUG
Valid: through 31 December 2009, worldwide.

Find the book(s) you are interested in purchasing by 
visiting the Apress website. Note the ISBN and Title of 
the books. Then contact Apress’s Australian distributor 
Woodslane by calling (02) 9970 5111 to order and 
mention the discount code below to receive a 20% 
discount.

Website: http://www.apress.com
Discount Code: APRESSUG
This Australian-only offer is ongoing.

http://homepage.mac.com/ugab/resources.html
http://homepage.mac.com/ugab/offers.html
mailto:gary@lowen.id.au
http://store.kagi.com/cgi-bin/store.cgi?storeID=6FFUZ_LIVE&&


Disc of the Month

Absolute Farkle
A fun and easy to play dice game. 
But be careful, it is easy to get 
addicted. It also goes by other 
names such as Ten Thousand and 
6 Dice.

BombDunk
M i x e s t h e s t r a t e g y o f 
Minesweeper with the cross-
checking logic of Sudoku, and 
presents it in a fun arcade format. 
The object of the game is to 
locate hidden Bombs without 
making too many mistakes! You 
can work out where the bombs 
are with a combination of logical 
clues and a little guesswork.

BoXiKoN
A fun and addictive puzzle game 
of strategy and logic, with an 
e m p h a s i s o n p l a n n i n g , 
organization and selection.

Bridge Baron
With more than 53 billion billion 
dea l s , you have the most 
complete, easiest-to-use bridge 
software. Five-card majors, SAYC, 
Precision, 2/1, Acol, and other 
bidding systems. Tournaments. 
Bridge Match against another 
person or the computer. Bidding 
and play hints at any time.

Classic Mahjong 
Solitaire
The objective of mahjong solitaire 
is simple – just removing the 
matching tiles. But there is a 
simple rule that adds quite a bit 
of complexity to the game…
Mahjong solitaire only lets you 
remove a tile if there isn't a tile 
directly above it, or the tile can't 
slide to the left or right. Although 
the rules are simple- the game 
can require quite a bit of strategy 
and forethought!

Classic Solitaire
A fun and easy-to-use collection 
of 49 favourite solitaire games for 
your Mac, with big, readable 
cards.

CornerChaos
A unique puzzle game! Drop the 
colored balls into the holes 
located near the four corners of 
the play area. The ball then rolls 
into the sloped arena and lays to 
rest. If four balls of like color are 
touching, they’re removed from 
the game!.

Crayon Ball
An easy to pick-up puzzle game 
that’s packed full of exciting and 
addictive gameplay. The game 
uses realistic physics, so things roll 
around and tumble just how 
you’d expect. To keep things 
interesting, there are a number of 
special balls that may explode, call 
in a storm to mix things up, or 
jump.

Dragon Hatchery
Run your own nursery and raise 
baby dragons in Dragon Hatchery 
for Mac, a delightful combination 
of match-3 puzzling and time 
management fun!

Fashion Cents Deluxe
You are given a wide assortment 
of hats, tops, bottoms, and shoes 
in a variety of styles and colors, 
which you must combine into 
outfits that are color-coordinated. 
White, black, and denim items are 
wild and go with any other color. 

GrassGames’ Cribbage
A beautiful 3D computer game 
version of the classic 400 year old 
card game for 2 players. With 
Intelligent Computer opponents 
or Full Network Play

GrassGames’ Hearts
3D computer game version of the 
popular card game for 3 or 4 
players that includes Standard 
Hearts, Spot Hearts, Omnibus and 
Black Maria variants.

Imagine Poker
Play Texas Hold ‘Em Poker on your 
Mac against 21 beautiful, talking 
characters that include Cleopatra, 
Julius Caesar, Napoleon, Genghis 
Khan, Dracula, Sherlock Holmes, 
Abraham Lincoln, the Tooth Fairy, 
Stalin, Robin Hood, Blackbeard, 
Merlin, and 8 more!

Kitty Spangles Sudoku
Using the latest Mac technologies 
to present Sudoku as never 
before. 

Listing Continues…

Cards & Puzzle Fun

Dozens of interesting card & 

compelling puzzle games to play 

in solitude or against humans.
$10

LinkLines
A remake of the classic Lines 
arcade puzzle game. This is a 
bright and highly polished version 
of a classic game. Quick reactions 
are not required for this game, 
there are no time limits or speed 
bonuses. This game may appear 
simple but the subtle strategy 
required to reach the highest 
levels is most enjoyable.

Lock Casino
Over 80 casino favorites from 
Slots to Table Games to Video 
Poker and so much more.

Polychromatic Funk 
Monkey
Help the eponymous monkey of 
funk to bring order and rhythm to 
his chaotic land. Arrange blocks 
into towering staircases to reach 
the sky and beyond

Random Factor 
Mahjong
A new and very different Mahjong 
game. It puts the traditional 
Mahjong style game play into a 
puzzle/levels format. The result is 
one of the best looking Mahjong 
games available, and it’s a joy to 
play! With a unique random board 
generator producing new and 
interesting boards every time you 
play, every game offers a different 
challenge!

Romi
Play Rummy Tile, RummyCube, 
Rummikub, Rami games against 
the computer at three different 
levels.

Solavant Solitaire
Hard solitaire for serious solitaire 
players, Solavant has 240 solitaire 
games for your Mac. No easy 
games, hints, or cheats - it’s just 
you versus the cards in a 
professional solitaire collection 
that does absolutely nothing to 
help you win. Work your mind. 
Play your Solavant! 

Solitaire Greatest Hits
Free, open source project that was 
started with the goal of creating 
high quality, beautiful and free 
implementat ions of c lass ic 
Solitaire games that should have 
shipped with the Mac including 
K lond ik e , Free Ce l l , Sp ide r, 
Pyramid, Canfield, Aces Up, Golf, 
Scorpion, Baker’s Game, Yukon 
and Forty Thieves.

Sorceress Solitaire
A whole new way of playing 
Klondike; Freecell; Spider; Corona; 
Tri Peaks; Double Klondike; 
Russian Solitaire & Australian 
Patience – with magic powers you 
have never seen before in a 
solitaire game!

Trapped: The 
Abduction
What was a regular day turned 
into a nightmare for a young 
woman who awakes locked in the 
back of a truck not knowing what 
happened, who she is, or what will 
happen next; what’s worse is you 
are that woman, and it’s up to you 
to crack codes, puzzles and 
escape traps laid out by this serial 
killer. Problem is, he is watching 
you all along and what seems like 
the exit might lead to another 
trap! 

Zodiac Tower
Uncover the secrets and solve all 
of its fascinating puzzles! In this 
game you wi l l become an 
astrologer taking a long trip to 
the edge of the world, a place 
where Zodiac Tower holds its 
sacred knowledges and wisdoms. 
Rumours say that par ts of 
myster ious mechanism are 
hidden somewhere in the tower, 
and it will allow people to reach 
the moon and distant stars!

The applications supplied on this 
CD are supplied as is and we make 
no representations regarding the 
applications nor any information 
related thereto. Any questions, 
complaints or claims regarding the 
applications must be directed to 
the appropriate software vendor.

Various different license types 
apply. Some titles require further 
payment direct to the application 
publisher to enable the full feature 
sets and functions.

Cards & Puzzle Fun

Hundreds of different Card Games, Board Games and Dice 
Games to play in solitude, against computer opponents 
and even against human players across the internet…

Still Available…

Special Two Disc Set
$10 each or $15 for both

Cards, Boards & Dice
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Disc of the Month

You can purchase the Discs of the Month, including 
this month’s title, Cards & Puzzle Fun, from the following 
Apple User Groups;

 • AMUG Sydney
 • AUSOM Incorporated
 • BEAUT
 • Byron Shire Mac User Group
 • Central Victorian Macintosh Users Inc
 • Coffs Harbour Mac Users Group
 • Geraldton Macintosh User Group
 • Gold Coast Apple Users Group
 • MacTalk Hunter
 • South Australian Apple Users Club

Disc of the Month CDs have a RRP of $10, with DVDs 
costing $15. However, many of these User Groups allow 
you to purchase the Discs of the Month from their 
meetings - often at a discount; or you can order via the 
web, postal mail, fax or telephone. Occasionally, special 
bundles are offered by the User Groups as well, so keep 
an eye on their websites.

Previous Discs
If the Card, Board, Dice or Puzzle games found on this 
month’s Card & Puzzle Fun, and on the 2-CD set Cards, 
Boards & Dice aren’t your cup of tea, perhaps you’ll find 
Arcade Mania volume 01, a collection of over 50 classic, 
retro and modern Arcade Games that will provide hours 
of fun for all ages more exhilarating

Disc of the Month

DotM
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A collection of over 50 classic, retro 

and  modern Arcade Games  that will 

provide hours of fun for all ages.

 Don’t forget Festive Fun volume II is a massive 
collection of Festive Fun on a single DVD for all ages 
to help celebrate and enjoy the Festive Season,with 
Christmas Clip Art, Music, Cards & Gift Tags, Craft 
Activities; Colouring Sheets, Recipes, Fonts, Games, 
Screensavers and Stories. Even Santa could use this Disc 

AppleUsers.org would like to gratefully acknowledge 
and sincerely thank Niche Media, the publishers 
of Australian Macworld, for supporting the Disc of 
the Month project by providing us with the server 
space and bandwidth to store and distribute the 
Golden Master Disc Image and support files to the 
participating Apple User Groups each month.
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http://homepage.mac.com/sydamug/amugmembers/disc/orderform-nonmem.html
http://www.ausom.net.au/discofthemonth
http://www.beaut.org.au/tips.html
http://bsmug.ozshop.net/entry.php?entid=66
http://www.cvmu.net
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/coffs_mac_users
http://www.gmug.org.au/dotm/
http://www.mactalkhunter.org.au/
http://www.saauc.org.au/
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