
Introduction to The Letters of Saint 
Paul (Part 1 of 9)

CHRONOLOGY

Through the Acts of the Apostles and through 
his own letters Saint Paul is more familiar 
to us than any other figure of the New 
Testament. These two mutually independent 
sources confirm and complement each other 
in spite of certain discrepancies of detail. 
We are also able to construct a fairly exact 
chronology of Paul’s life from references to 
dated events such as Gallio’s proconsulate 
in Corinth, Ac 18:12, and the year Festus 
succeeded Felix, Ac 24:27-25:1.

Paul, born at Tarsus in Cilicia, Ac 9:11; 
21:39; 22:3, about 10 A.D. of a Jewish 
family of the tribe of Benjamin, Rm 11-1; Ph 
3:5, was a Roman citizen, Ac 16:37f; 22:25-
28; 23:27. As a young man he was educated 
in Jerusalem by Gamaliel who gave him a 
thorough grounding in religious doctrine 
of the school of the Pharisees. He became 
a bitter persecutor of the infant Church, 
Ac 22:4f; 26:9-12; Ga 1:13; Ph 3:6, and 
played some part in Stephen’s martyrdom, 
Ac 7:58; 22:20; 26:10; but on the road to 
Damascus, c. 34 A.D., a vision of the risen 
Jesus changed his whole life. The risen Lord 
opened his mind to the truth of the Christian 

faith and revealed that he had chosen him 
to be the apostle of the pagans, Ac 9:3-16p; 
Ga 1:12, 15f; Ep 3:2f. From then on, Paul 
dedicated his life to serving Christ who had 
personally chosen him as his follower, Ph 
3:12. After spending sometime in Arabia he 
returned to Damascus, Ga 1:17, and began 
his preaching there, Ac 9:20. In about 39 
A.D. after a brief visit to Jerusalem, Ga 1:18; 
Ac 9:26-29, Paul went to Syria and Cilicia, 
Ga 1:21; Ac 9:30, till Barnabas fetched 
him back to Antioch where they preached 
together, Ac 11:25f and cf. 9:27. During 
Paul’s first missionary journey (45-49) to 
Cyprus, Pamphilia, Pisidia and Lycaonia, Ac 
13-14, he started using his Greek name Paul 
instead of his Jewish name Saul, Ac 13:9, 
and, because he preached better, started to 
become more famous than Barnabas, Ac 
14:12. In 49 A.D., fourteen years after his 
conversion, Ga 2:1, he went to Jerusalem to 
take part in the apostles’ council, and it was 
partly through his influence that the council 
agreed that the Jewish Law was not binding 
on Christian converts from paganism, Ac 
15; Ga 2:3-6. His mission as apostle to the 
pagans was formally sanctioned, Ga 2:7-9, 
and he set out once more. The dates of his 
second (50-52; Ac 15:36–18:22) and third 
missionary journeys (53-58; Ac 18:23–
21:17) are discussed later under the letters 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 501
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: They are happy who follow God’s Law!
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 17 February 2020 - SAT 22 February 2020
MON: JAS 1:1-11, MK 8:11-13 TUE: JAS 1:12-18, MK 8:14-21 WED: JAS 1:19-27, MK 
8:22-26 THU: JAS 2:1-9, MK 8:27-33 FRI: JAS 2:14-24, 26, MK 8:34–9:1 SAT: 1 PT 
5:1-4, 1 PT 5:1-4

16 February 2020 Year ASixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building 
is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. 
For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be closed. Subsequent niche blessings and 
internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche 
blessing and internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put 
on personal protection gears when they enter the columbarium. 

My P@rish 150 - The Parish is producing a book that showcases the Church’s space, people, 
and priests to celebrate our 150th Anniversary. We encourage everyone to participate in this 
community project. You can be a parishioner or a visitor to our church. My P@rish 150 is a 
book about you, for you, and by you.

There are three themes for the book: space, people and priests. They are open to your 
interpretation and definition.
Here are some prompts to help you in your story-telling:
What is your favourite spot in the church — does it inspire or comfort you?
What is your funniest experience within SPP?
Did a priest leave a deep or even life-changing impression on you?

Be free in the way you would like to share your story! Entries may be submitted in the following 
forms: prose, poems, paintings, photos, illustration, or song. Detailed specifications, more 
information and additional prompts may be found at https://www.spp150.com/1st-project
Please submit all entries to myparishspp150@gmail.com. When submitting your entry, please 
include your name, age, gender, handphone number and your email address. Please also include 
the year in which you started to attend mass in SPP. Please submit your article soon.



In 58, Paul was arrested in Jerusalem, Ac 
21:27-23:22, and imprisoned at Caesarea 
Palestine until 60 A.D., Ac 23:23-26:32. In 
the autumn of 60, Festus the procurator sent 
him to Rome under escort, Ac 27:1-28:16, 
where, after the statutory two years (61-
62), Ac 28:30, Paul’s case was dismissed 
for want of evidence and he was set free. It 
is possible that he went to Spain, as he had 
hoped to do, Rm 15:24, 28; but the pastoral 
letters suggest that he travelled again in the 
east. A subsequent imprisonment in Rome 
ended, according to a very ancient tradition, 
in martyrdom, probably in the year 67.

THE CHARACTER OF PAUL

As well as this chronology, it is possible 
to recover quite a detailed portrait of Paul 
from his letters and from Acts.

He was a person of great dedication, capable 
of pursuing an ideal with a complete 
disregard for the cost. For him, the only thing 
mattered was God, and as God’s servant, 
Paul refused any sort of compromise. It was 
with equally single-minded determination 
that he had persecuted those he considered 
God’s enemies, 1 Tm 1:13, cf. Ac 24:5, 
14, and later preached Christ as the one, 
universal saviour. This saviour he served 
passionately and selflessly for the rest of his 
life. He knew what work he had been given 
to do, 1 Co 9:16, and he let nothing stop him 
doing it: hard work, exhaustion, suffering, 
poverty, danger of death, 1 Co 4:9-13; 2 
Co 4:8f; 6:4-10; 11:23-27. Far from letting 
these things weaken his love for God or 
Christ, Rm 8:35-39, he welcomed them, 
since they helped him to grow into the 
image of his suffering and crucified Master, 
2 Co 4:10f; Ph 3:10f. The knowledge 
that his vocation was unique gave him an 
enormous ambition, but it did not make him 
arrogant. It was with holy humility that Paul 
felt a personal pride in being responsible for 
so many churches, 2 Co 11:28, cf. Col 1:24, 
and claimed to have done more missionary 
work than others, 1 Co 15:10, cf. 2 Co 

11:5, and offered himself as a model to his 
converts, 2 Th 3:7+. He never forgot that 
having persecuted the Church of Christ, he 
was the unworthiest of all the apostles. All 
the great things he succeeded in doing he 
attributed to God’s grace working through 
him, 1 Co 15:10; 2 Co 4:7; Ph 4:13; Col 
1:29; Ep 3:7.

Paul had a sensitive temperament that 
showed itself in his attitude to those he had 
concerted. He had a childlike trust in the 
converts at Philippi, Ph 1:7f; 4:10-20, a deep 
affection for those at Ephesus, Ac 20:17-28; 
he was furious with those in Galatia who 
were on the verge of apostasy, Ga 1:6; 3:1-
3, and deeply upset when he thought that the 
Christians in Corinth had become vain and 
unstable, 2 Co 12:11-13:10. When he was 
being ironical with people he considered 
superficial, 1 Co 4:8; 2 Co 11:7; 12:13, or 
when he was outspoken, Ga 3:1-3; 4:11; 1 
Co 3:1-3; 5:1-2; 6:5; 11:17-22; 2 Co 11:3f, 
it was only for their own good, 2 Co 7:8-13, 
and after these outbursts he soon became 
tender, 2 Co 11:1-2; 12:14f, and fatherly, 
1 Co 4:14f; 2 Co 6:13, cf. 1 Th 2:11; Phm 
10, even motherly, 1 Th 2:7; Ga 4:19, and 
anxious to restore the earlier affection, Ga 
4:12-20; 2 Co 7:11-13.

Paul’s fiercest outbursts of indignation 
were directed against everybody who tried 
to seduce his converts, whether they were 
Jews, who opposed him wherever he went, 
Ac 13: 45,50; 14:2, 19; 17:5, 13; 18:6; 
19:9; 21:27, or Judaising Christians who 
wanted all followers of Christ to follow 
the Law, Ga 1:7; 2:4; 6:12f. He never 
minced his words with either of these 
groups, 1 Th 2:15f; Ga 5:12; Ph 3:2, and, 
however unprepossessing, he felt himself 
to be an irresistible weapon wielded by 
divine power against ambitious, arrogant 
and unspiritual opponents, 2 Co 10:1-
12:12. God’s weapon was Paul’s selfless 
sincerity, Ac 18:3+. It has been suggested 
that the people against whom he inveighs 
were in fact the senior apostles in 

PARISH NEWS 

ASH WEDNESDAY - 26 Feb ‘20 (Wed) 
7.20am - (Eng), 12.15pm - (Chi), 5.30pm - 
(Eng). There is no Anticipated Mass. 

150TH  ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
DINNER. An unforgettable gala event 150 
years in the making. 28 June 2020 (Sunday), 
Orchard Hotel Singapore. Tables now open 
for sale $2000 / $3000 / $5000 ENQUIRIES 
AND SALES Thresa  96930178, thresatoy@
hotmail.com Joanna 97536863 sng.joanna@
gmail.com

ADULT CONFIRMATION 2020 in 
May. Compulsory 3 classes: 29 March, 5 
April & 19 April at 11.00am. Rehearsal: 26 
April @ 12.30pm Closing date: 1 March 
2020 For Enquiry at parish office or email: 
sppccdministry@gmail.com 

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

MAKE YOUR MARRIAGE A PRIORITY! 
“Marriage is a project to be worked on together 
... and a process of growth.” - Pope Francis 
(Amoris Laetitia, no. 218, 221). Good marriages 
can always be made better.  To deepen and refine 
your couple relationship, sign up for one of the 
upcoming Marriage Encounter Weekends: 21-
23 Feb; 6-8 March; 20-22 March (Mandarin) 

& 1-3 May 2020. Contact David & Clara @ 
96705390 or mewkend@gmail.com 

PIETA DAY OF REFLECTION FOR 
BEREAVED PARENTS - 29 Feb ‘20 (Sat) 
9:30am to 4:30pm at SFX Seminary Building, 
618 Upper Bukit Timah Road. If you have 
suffered the death of your child, come and 
draw comfort from our Lord though prayer 
and reflection. Register with your name and 
contact details before 18 February 2020 via 
PietaDayOR@gmail.com or SMS/Whatsapp 
Audrey at 92990113.
 
GOTTMAN SEVEN PRINCIPLES FOR 
MAKING MARRIAGE WORK Family 
Life Society presents GOTTMAN SEVEN 
PRINCIPLES FOR MAKING MARRIAGE 
WORK (Covered in 2 sessions: 22 Feb 2020 
9am to 5pm & 23 Feb 2020 2pm to 5pm). 
A weekend of discovery and learning about 
what it takes to have a great relationship. 
Register now bit.ly/gm7pb or call 64880278. 
Early bird price at $288 per couple. (Register 
before 31 Jan)

CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a free 
subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic resources for 
children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to sppchurch.formed.org. See that the 
name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. 
You’re are ready to enjoy You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! 
FORMED app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

The Archbishop, in consultation with 
his Consultors have decided to suspend 
all Catechism Classes for children 
until 1st March, 2020 in view of the 
Wuhan Coronavirus as precautionary 
measures to protect our children.

NOTE: All SPP150 talks will be cancelled due to the coronavirus alert

Jerusalem, but this is impossible. Some 
of the Judaeo-Christians, who remained 
faithful to the Law, invoked Peter, 1 Co 
1:12 and James, Ga 2:12, in an attempt to 
discredit Paul, but Paul always respected 
the authority of these apostles, Ga 1:18; 
2:2, though he claimed to be just as much 
a witness to Christ as they were, Ga 1:11f; 
1 Co 9:1; 15:8-11. Even when Paul had 

his disagreement with Peter, Ga 2:11-14, 
his attitude was conciliatory, Ac 21:18-26, 
and he organised a collection for the poor 
Christians of Jerusalem, Ga 2:10, since he 
considered this would be the best possible 
proof that his pagan converts were truly 
one with the Christians of the mother 
church, 2 Co 8:14; 9:12-13; Rm 15:26f.
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966


