
Sermon 124: Luke 24:44-49: Commissioned as Witnesses 

OUTLINE 

A witness’s message is based on the Bible 
A witness’s message calls for decision 
A witness’s message confronts false gods 

INTRODUCTION 

Each of the four gospels end with the great commission, and it is reissued again in Acts.  5 
times in all we have Christ appearing to His disciples and telling them what to do now that 
He has died and been raised from the dead.  What is expected of us now that Jesus has 
risen from the dead?  This is the question that is answered by our portion today in Luke 
24:44-49.  Our purpose, our identity, our mission it is all summed up in this one idea of 
being witnesses.  A witness is a legal witness who bears testimony to certain facts.  A 
witness is someone who speaks, someone who tells the truth, someone who bears 
testimony about certain historical realities, someone who talks about what they have 
experienced.  In v48 Jesus calls the disciples ‘witnesses of these things’ namely the life, 
death, burial and resurrection of Christ and what it means for the world.  In Acts 1:8 Jesus 
calls them ‘my witnesses.’  The original apostles were the original witnesses but because 
their witness is written down and it is the churches job to be witnesses for Christ to all 
nations, to the ends of the earth, we as the church pick up the mantle and take the 
apostolic message forward in each generation.  Because we too are witnesses we need to 
listen closely to the words that Jesus spoke to His disciples after He resurrected. 

There are three things that will stand out for us as we look at Christ commissioning His 
church as His witnesses.  Firstly, we will see that the Bible is the basis for our message.  
Secondly, we will see that we have a message that calls for decision.  Thirdly, as witnesses 
we will have to confront false gods as we testify that Jesus is Lord of Lords and King of 
Kings.  We will see that witnesses need to know the truth, need to speak the truth and need 
to stand for the truth.   

A witness’s message is based on the Bible 

V44-46, ‘Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 
46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day 
rise from the dead.’  The disciples were slow to believe that Jesus was risen from the dead.  
The gospels document how the disciples did not believe the women’s report; the depression 
of the disciples on the road to Emmaus despite knowing that the women had seen angels 
and been told Jesus was resurrected; John documents the famous story of doubting 
Thomas.  And we have learnt from this how slow our hearts are to believe, but also that the 
disciples were not gullible people who believed every impossible thing.  In preparing His 
disciples to become witnesses Jesus must ground their faith, make them certain, and He 
does this by pointing to the Word of God.     

What does our faith rest on?  The safest place for our faith is the word of God.  Man’s 
testimony can err; emotion can deceive; even our own eyes at times deceive us.  As 
Creatures we need God to reveal things to us; as sinners we need God to reveal things to 
us.  God has given us the truth of His word as the sure foundation of our faith.  It is to this 
foundation that Christ takes His disciples.  He reminds them that during His ministry He told 



them that everything written about Him must be fulfilled.  It is to the bible again that He 
points the disciples.  You will notice that Jesus has a particular view of the Bible, He talks 
about the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms.  When it comes to knowing what books belong 
to the OT Canon we want to have the same view of Scripture as Jesus Himself.  He had the 
same view as the first century Jew, a view that excluded the apocrypha.  ‘The Law of Moses 
was the Pentateuch (Genesis through Deuteronomy); the Prophets included both the former 
prophets (the historical books beginning with Joshua) and the later prophets (the major 
prophets; Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and Lamentations, and the minor prophets; 
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 
Zechariah, and Malachi); the Psalms represented the wisdom literature (Job, Psalms, 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon)’   The Bible is a solid foundation and truthful in 1

content.  This was to be the basis for their message.   

Not only was the content of their message to be biblical but Christological.  Imagine I came 
to you and I said to you that the Bible speaks all about me and the events of my life, how 
would that sound?  Christ is at the center of the Bible and is the interpretive key to 
understanding it.  Here as on the Emmaus road Jesus gives the best bible study ever given 
in the history of man a study that focused on Himself.  We have gone over how the OT 
speaks of Christ several times but here is a reminder of some of the things that He would 
have said.  One scholar writes, ‘The Old Testament promised the Messiah would come 
through the line of Abraham (Gen. 12:1–3; cf. Gal. 3:16), the tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:10; cf. 
Rev. 5:5), and the line of David (2 Sam. 7). Isaiah 7:14 predicted that He would be born of 
a virgin; Micah 5:2 that He would be born in Bethlehem. He would be betrayed by a close, 
trusted friend (Ps. 41:9); He would be beaten, spit on, and have His beard pulled out (Isa. 
50:6; Mic. 5:1); the soldiers would gamble for His clothing (Ps. 22:18); He would be 
crucified (Ps. 22) and pierced (Zech. 12:10); His death would be vicarious (Isa. 53), and He 
would rise from the dead (Isa. 53:10; Ps. 16:8–11). The Christ of gospel history did not 
invent Himself, nor is He the invention of some people in the first century. He is the 
unmistakable fulfillment of divine prophecy.’      2

Their message was biblical, Christological but it was also historical in v46 we see how their 
message was to focus specifically on the message that Jesus lived, died, was buried and 
resurrected from the dead in fulfillment of the scriptures as an historical fact.  The emphasis 
on the historicity of Christ’s death and resurrection is overwhelming and tied to our job as 
witnesses.  We are to bear witness to the historical reality of these events and what they 
mean.  So if you want to know how to be a faithful witness share the message of the Bible, 
share about Christ, and share about the historical facts of his death and resurrection for 
salvation from sin.   

The witness’s message calls for decision 

V47, ‘and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem.’  What do the biblical, Christological and historical facts 
of our message call for?  What response must people make to our message?  We see here 
in v47 some of the essential points we must include in our message.  We cannot help but 
see that our message is a message all about sin.  This is a very unpopular message today 
because we are not allowed to judge people’s preferences, opinions or identity choices.  Our 
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message is about our holy Creator God whose law we have broken and whose wrath we 
have provoked.  Our message is about how through Jesus alone, by His substitutionary 
death and resurrection our sins, our sins can be paid for, and now anyone can be saved.  
This message about sin is seen in the two vitals aspects of repentance and forgiveness there 
at the beginning of v47. 

Speaking on the importance of repentance Ryle writes: ‘Repentance is one of the 
foundation-stones of Christianity. Sixty times, at least, we find repentance spoken of in the 
New Testament. What was the first doctrine our Lord Jesus Christ preached? We are told 
that He said, "Repent, and believe the Gospel." (Mark 1:15.) What did the Apostles proclaim 
when the Lord sent them forth the first time? They "preached that people should 
repent." (Mark 6:12.) What was the charge which Jesus gave His disciples when He left the 
world? That "repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name among all 
nations." (Luke 24:47.) What was the concluding appeal of the first sermons which Peter 
preached? "Repent, and be baptized." "Repent you, and be converted." (Acts 2:38; 3:19.) 
What was the summary of doctrine which Paul gave to the Ephesian elders, when he parted 
from them? He told them that he had taught them publicly, and from house to house, 
"testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ." (Acts 20:21.) What was the description which Paul gave of his 
own ministry, when he made his defense before Festus and Agrippa? He told them that he 
had taught all people that they should "repent, and do works fit for repentance." (Acts 
26:20.) What was the account given by the believers at Jerusalem of the conversion of the 
Gentiles? When they heard of it they said, "Then has God also to the Gentiles granted 
repentance unto life."    3

There can be no salvation without repentance.  We do not earn forgiveness by putting away 
our sin, but there is no salvation from sin apart from putting it away.  There are many false 
gospels who promise salvation but there is no talk about sin and putting it away.  Because 
God is holy and hates sin, because we are made in His image and are to image His holiness, 
because sin is against God, our neighbor and ourselves, we must put it away.  what is 
repentance then? 

Repentance is agreeing with God about your sins.  Many people talk about sin today.  Today 
it is sin to overturn a law like Roe vs Wade which legalized abortion, it is now a sin to limit a 
women’s freedom over her body.  To kill a child is not a sin if it is in the name of a woman 
having freedom to do with her body what she wants.  Does your definition of sin begin with 
God or man?  Do you see sin as something against Him and His law or only against man?  If 
someone is a Christian in name and they do not agree with God’s definition of sin.  If they 
are someone who condones the new ideology of gender self-identification; of a woman’s 
freedom trumping a baby’s life; or the right to become intoxicated with legalized marijuana 
then you do not see God as the Lord of your life but you, and you have not begun to know 
what it means to repent.  There is no salvation apart from biblical repentance and there is 
no biblical repentance without agreeing with what God calls sin.  You can call yourself a 
Christian, you can sing songs and have emotional experiences during worship, but if you do 
not agree with God about sin you are deceiving yourself. 

Agreeing with God about your sins includes a genuine sorrow over your sins.  We see this 
sort of sorrow in ps. 38:18, ‘I confess my iniquity; I am sorry for my sin.’  Why are we sorry?  
We are sorry because we see the glory of God and the wrongness of sinning against Him.  
We see the damage that sin does to others.  We see that sin enslaves us and traps us and 
impoverishes and diminishes our own humanity.  We see that we could have known peace 
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and joy and happiness and more opportunities to glorify God but instead we have wounds 
and regrets and wasted opportunities.   

Repentance includes declaring war on sin.  This means that we give sin no quarter, we view 
it as an enemy and we gladly embarrass ourselves by confessing it to our brethren because 
we would rather drive sin out into the open so that it cannot have a hold on us than guard 
our good name as James 5:16 teaches us.  As well as prov. 28:13, ‘Whoever conceals his 
transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy.’  
If you do confess your sins to another choose wisely, make sure they are mature and not a 
gossip.   

Declaring war on sin means rooting that sin out of your lives; the language of tearing out a 
right eye or cutting off a right hand is the language Jesus uses to talk about how we deal 
with sin.  There is a movie called 127 hours which is based on a true story where a 
mountain climber got his armed trapped by a falling boulder for five days.  His arm began to 
rot because of a lack of circulation and he had to break his arm, cut through the flesh of his 
arm using a small penknife, and then finally the major arteries.  The process of removing his 
own arm without anesthetic took a whole hour.  He lost 18 kgs and 25% of his blood but 
saved his life.   This is what repentance is, it is the cutting away of that thing which will 4

finally kill you unless you do.  

But true repentance is also believing repentance.  J C Ryle adds this, ‘But now, is the picture 
of repentance complete? Can I leave the subject here, and go on? I cannot do it. There 
remains yet one thing behind which ought never to be forgotten. Were I not to mention this 
one thing, I might make hearts sad that God would not have made sad, and raise seeming 
barriers between men's souls and heaven. True repentance, such as I have just described, is 
never alone in the heart of any man. It always has a companion—a blessed companion. It is 
always accompanied by lively FAITH in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Wherever faith is, 
there is repentance; wherever repentance is, there is always faith. I do not decide which 
comes first—whether repentance comes before faith, or faith before repentance. But I am 
bold to say that the two graces are never found separate, one from the other. Just as you 
cannot have the sun without light, or ice without cold, or fire without heat, or water without 
moisture—so long you will never find true faith without true repentance, and you will never 
find true repentance without lively faith. The two things will always go side by side.’    5

Jesus does not only mention repentance but also forgiveness of sins.  This is an incredible 
reality that seems too good to be true.  When we see how great our sins really are, how 
worthy of judgment we are, it is easy to despair.  But with God there is forgiveness of sins.  
Because Jesus Christ has died and risen again taking the punishment that we deserve and 
providing a righteousness that we could not manufacture.  Forgiveness is possible.  More 
than that it is free.  There is nothing that you can offer to God to gain this forgiveness, no 
one has anything good enough to offer to buy it, so it must be given freely to all.  God 
offers this forgiveness of sin freely to all who will turn from their sins and trust in what Jesus 
has done in payment for their sins.  This is what Jesus means when He says that repentance 
and forgiveness of sins should be heralded in His name, this literally means on His name.  
Acts 4:12, ‘And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved.”  There is no other name because there is no 
other Savior who has died for our sins and risen again.     
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Jesus tells us that we must proclaim this message.  Here is how we are to get the message 
out.  This word proclaim means to herald, to announce to the world that sin must be 
repented of and sin can be forgiven.  All because Jesus has died and risen again.  Are we 
busy publishing this message?  We have a message which is true, and based on the most 
reliable grounds, the Bible.  We have a message which is clear as we can demonstrate to 
anyone how Jesus is the centerpiece of the Bible.  We have a message which is needed as 
we are all sinners.  We have a message which is the best news ever told because God is 
saving sinners and making them His children, overcoming all our greatest enemies and 
making a new world free from sin where we will dwell with Him forever.  But are you 
ashamed of this message?  Are you distracted from our priority to proclaim this message?  
Have you equipped yourself to communicate this message?  As witnesses this is what we 
are called to do. 

We are to take this message to all nations, beginning in Jerusalem.  This is a profound point 
that the disciples heard here but we see they did not fully grasp.  Jesus has come to be the 
Savior of the world not only of Israel.  Despite the fact that Jesus spent 40 days with the 
disciples after His resurrection it took them a while to get their heads around the fact that 
Jesus intended to save the world not only Israel, that He was a Savior for all nations not 
only the Jews.  We see just before the ascension that the disciples ask a dumb question 
based on their Israel centered views, Acts 1:6, ‘So when they had come together, they asked 
him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel.’  Jesus answers them by 
telling them to stop thinking about dates, and more importantly by reminding them of the 
world focus of Christ’s mission, v7-8, ‘He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or 
seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  Now you might think that this is 
something that the disciples realized, that they were to take the gospel to every tribe, 
tongue and nation.  But the book of Acts shows that it tool them a while to wake up to what 
Jesus actually meant.  They probably thought that they were to preach to Jews in all nations 
and not Gentiles directly.  They likely thought that the conversion of proselytes from every 
nation on the day of Pentecost was them doing their job.  It took the providence of God to 
allow the death of Stephen and persecution in the early Church to drive the early disciples 
out of Jerusalem into Samaria in Acts 8.  It was a miraculous intervention by visions from 
God that caused Peter to go to Cornelius’s house to preach to a household of God-fearers, 
that is uncircumcised Gentiles who were attached to the synagogue, in Acts 10.  It was only 
in Acts 11 that the first true Gentile Church began, not by any deliberate mission efforts on 
the part of the Jerusalem church but by the faithful preaching of the scattered persecuted 
saints.   

With all that in mind hear again what Jesus says in Luke 24:47, ‘to all nations, beginning in 
Jerusalem.’  J C Ryle says that the emphasis on Jerusalem should strike us because they 
were the least deserving of the gospel since they had only just crucified Christ.  And how 
this emphasizes the love of God and His willingness to save the greatest of sinners.  This is 
indeed a true point.  But what we must see is that the mission is to begin not to end with 
Jerusalem.  The disciples wanted to see Jerusalem as the capital of the world and all the 
nations bringing gifts to Jerusalem.  Jesus has a different version of saving the world.  It 
happens in two stages.  Stage 1 is the church taking the message of salvation to the whole 
world.  Stage 2 is when Jesus returns judges His enemies and establishes a new creation.  
You and I are part of a mission to take the gospel to all nations.  It is not our job to 
transform the world, though not doubt Christians will have a positive impact through loving 
their neighbor.  It is not our job to go out and heal all the sick.  No it is the mission of the 
church to take the message of the gospel to all nations starting in Jerusalem.  God is saving 
a people of all nations, of Jews and Gentiles.  They are saved by God using us as we go out 



and faithfully proclaim the message we have learnt form the scriptures.  What must we do 
now that Jesus is risen from the dead?  We must faithfully proclaim the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  A gospel taught from the Bible, a gospel centered upon the person and work of 
Christ, a gospel that preaches repentance and the forgiveness of sins, a gospel that is to be 
taken to all nations.      

       


