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Fall 2017 

PSC 476: INTERNATIONAL POLITICS OF THE MIDDLE EAST 
 

(ONLINE) 
 

Professor: Dr. Sibel Oktay 
 

 
Contact Information 
Office: PAC 354 
Phone: (217) 206-7835 
Fax: (217) 206-7807 
Email: sibelo@uis.edu  
 
 

 
Office Hours 
On-ground: TBD: I will announce the times 
throughout the semester.  
Online: via Skype video 
Friday: 9:00 - 11:00am or by appointment 
(Username: sibeloktay) 

 
Course Description:  
 
This course examines the regional and global aspects of Middle East politics with an emphasis 
on the Arab-Israeli dispute, the Arab Spring as well as the international political economy of the 
region and alliance structures. The course begins with an historical overview of the Middle East 
state system and its formative period marked by the demise of the Ottoman Empire, while 
focusing on the influences of Islam and Arab nationalism. It then situates the politics of the 
region within the Cold War and the post-Cold War international systems, and moves on to 
broader issues concerning the region’s political economy of the region and cooperation among 
states. In the remainder of the course, we will focus on a series of controversial issues and 
discuss how they interact with regional and international factors, particularly within the 
framework of the region’s relationship with the United States and the European Union. The 
course will conclude with a discussion of what lies ahead for the Middle East state system, 
specifically in light of the nuclear deal with Iran, the crisis in Syria, and ISIS.  
 
Course Objectives: 
 
By the end of this course:  

(1)  You should be able to apply International Relations theories to explain the politics of the 
Middle East. 

(2)  You should be familiar with the critical historical events that have shaped the “modern” 
Middle East; for the purposes of this class, the “modern” era begins with World War I. 

(3)  You should be able to talk intelligently about the recent events and ongoing conflicts in 
the region such as the Arab-Israeli conflict, and discuss the complexities of the 
relationships between religion and Middle Eastern politics. 

(4)  You should be able to analyze the foreign policies of the United States and the European 
Union towards the Middle East, particularly with regards to the Arab Spring, the Syrian 
civil war, Iran, and ISIS. 
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Course Policies: 
 

***I will depend on email as the primary means of communication*** 
***Please check your UIS emails regularly*** 

 
International Politics of the Middle East is designed as an advanced-level course that can serve 
both undergraduate and graduate students. Although the writing assignments will be less 
demanding for undergraduate students, I expect both groups of students to show the same level 
of rigor and preparedness each week. This means maintaining an excellent online participation 
record, consistent and high-quality contributions to online discussions and completing the 
weekly assignments. It is essential that you complete the reading assignments alongside the 
weekly lectures, so that you are familiar with the concepts, theories and case examples that we 
will discuss on Blackboard.  
 
Participation etiquette: The way we use English in our everyday online environment tends to 
be more casual, but do not forget that this is an online course. It is imperative that you avoid 
using colloquialisms, emojis, abbreviations, etc. in your Blackboard posts. Your discussion 
participation will be graded down if your posts suffer from sloppy writing (grammatical errors, 
punctuation, colloquialisms, etc.) 
 
Politicizing the discussion? Given the subject matter, it should come as no surprise that online 
discussions will be a core component of this course. It should also be obvious to any of us that 
any discussion on the Middle East is filled with controversial topics, ideological and political 
predispositions. Therefore, you should always keep in mind that this is an academic setting, not a 
venue for political/ideological debate. I will not tolerate ideological or politically charged 
statements or behaviors towards your colleagues on the discussion board.  
 
FAQ on Blackboard: In addition to the office hours listed above, there is a separate thread 
under Discussions where you can ask questions about the lectures, class discussions, etc. In other 
words, this thread will mimic the classic classroom environment where you can raise your hands 
and ask questions to me. If you have a question, I encourage you to post it on the board rather 
than emailing it to me, so that your classmates can also benefit from the exchange. Do not 
hesitate to email me if you have more specific questions though.  

 
Email policy: Since this is an online course, email will be a frequent form of communication. 
Please use your UIS account and check it frequently: I will use your UIS emails when contacting 
you personally, and your emails will avoid my spam filter if you use your UIS account when 
contacting me. Needless to say, I expect you to follow proper, professional email etiquette. 

 
Assignment submissions via Turnitin: Midterm and final assignments will be submitted 
through Blackboard’s Turnitin interface. Turnitin helps you avoid committing plagiarism (more 
on that below) by providing originality reports on your assignments. Whenever you submit an 
assignment via Turnitin, the system sends a submission receipt to your email address. Make sure 
that you have the submission receipt—if you don’t see it, then it means I have not received your 
assignment.  
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Required Texts: 
 
(1) Textbook: Louise Fawcett (Ed.), International Relations of the Middle East, 4th ed. (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2016). 
 
We will use Fawcett’s book as our main text. The book’s is available for purchase at the UIS 
Bookstore (http://www.efollett.com), but you can also find a copy in the course reserves of the 
Brookens library.  
 
(2) Blackboard: I will also provide readings including scholarly journal articles, news articles 
and policy briefs electronically via the course’s Blackboard page (http://bb.uis.edu/). You can 
access these readings in their weekly folders, under the Content tab. 
 
Course Requirements:  
 
(1)  Lectures: You are required to study the weekly lectures and watch the videos where 

provided. These materials will be posted on Blackboard by Wednesday 3pm of each week, 
under Course Materials, in the relevant weekly folder.  

 
(2)  Blackboard Discussion: Starting from Week 2, each lecture will conclude with some 

discussion questions. You should respond to one of these questions (minimum length: 150 
words), ask a second discussion question to your classmates about that week’s topic, and 
then, answer one of those questions that your classmates have asked to the group (minimum 
length: 150 words).  

 
In other words, you will answer two questions (one from me, at least one from a classmate) 
and also ask one question to the group. Of course, you are free (and encouraged, but not 
required) to respond to more questions from colleagues and spark further debate.  

 
There will be 13 weeks of online discussion. You are required to participate in 11. In other 
words, you are allowed to miss two weeks. Graded out of 10. This assignment will take place 
on Blackboard, under the weekly thread. You must complete the assignment by 5pm the 
following Tuesday (recall: the lecture is posted on the previous Wednesday, so you will have 
one week). I will post my comments on the thread on Wednesday to wrap up the discussion, 
before we start the next topic. Note: Please don’t wait until the day before the deadline to 
post. Doing so squeezes all interaction into a few hours. I reserve the right to introduce a 
mid-point deadline if such practice becomes a habit among class members.  
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BEST DISCUSSION POSTS (you can consider these tips as a general grading rubric): 
•   Demonstrate that you have done the weekly readings and read/watched the lecture. 
•   Provide insightful comments and critical analysis in response to the questions. 
•   Include quotes from the course material or news sources to illustrate your arguments 

where applicable. 
•   Ask high-quality questions that can stimulate critical discussion of that week’s topic 

rather than simple, factual questions like “What does the Sykes/Picot Agreement say?” 
•   Meet the minimum word count without ‘fluff’: no paraphrasing the question, no 

unnecessary fillers, and no superfluous information.  
•   Do all of the above using proper grammar and punctuation. 

 
(3)  Response paper: You will turn in two (2) response papers during the first half of the 

semester. These response papers will be based on the reading material of that week. 
 
As you will see in the following pages, your required weekly reading materials are often 
divided into two “units”: they are thematically clustered for your convenience. On other 
weeks, there are no units. In addition to these required readings, I have listed optional 
readings that you can further read on that week’s topic. 
 
Although you are responsible for all of the required readings each week, you are asked to 
provide a critical overview and discussion of a single unit of your choice for the response 
papers. For example: If you want to submit a response paper for Week 6 (International 
Political Economy of the Middle East), your paper should focus just on the readings of Unit 1 
or Unit 2. You are not required to bring in the optional readings for this assignment. In each 
response paper, you should analyze and discuss all the readings assigned to that unit. Each 
paper should address the following questions:  

 
a)   What are the main theses or arguments presented in the readings? 
b)   Do you agree or disagree with these theses or arguments? Why? 
c)   What are the major strengths and weaknesses of these readings? Why do you view them 

as strengths or weaknesses? 
d)   What are some of the useful concepts introduced in the readings? How are they useful? 
e)   How do these readings relate to our previous readings and class discussions? 

 
•   Undergraduate students: Each paper should be 4-5 pages.   
•   Graduate students: Each paper should be 6-7 pages. In addition to the questions above, I 

would like you to also address the following question in your papers:  
f) What is the value of these readings for future academic research? How could the 
arguments/concepts/findings of these readings inform future research projects?   

 
You can choose any two units between Week 3 and Week 8 (included). 
All papers should be double-spaced, Times New Roman 12-point font with 1-inch margins. 
Papers should follow in-text citation rules (more on this below) and include a bibliography page. 
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Due date for the response papers:  
-   Send the paper via email to me by Wednesday noon of the week of your response paper. 

Example: if you are writing for Week 6, the deadline to submit the paper is noon on 
Wednesday, October 4th. I will upload the paper on your behalf to Turnitin for originality 
check and will provide feedback via Turnitin.  
 

(4)  Final Exam: You will have a cumulative take-home final exam. There will be 5-6 essay-
type questions and you will be asked to answer two (2) of them. The questions will assess 
your ability to critically discuss the course themes by synthesizing your IR knowledge and 
Middle East politics and to intelligently comment on course topics by developing your own 
arguments. Each question will ask you to incorporate readings and online discussions from at 
least two weekly topics. Unlike the response paper assignment, in the exam you can choose 
to use only the material that you believe will be essential towards building your answer.  
•   Undergraduate students: Each answer should be 4-5 pages, Times New Roman 12-point 

font with 1-inch margins.  
•   Graduate students: Each answer should be 6-7 pages, Times New Roman 12-point font 

with 1-inch margins.  
 
Due date: I will email the questions on December 7th at 3:30pm. The answers are due on 
December 13th 5pm. Submissions will be via Blackboard’s Turnitin. 
 
 
Academic Citation Etiquette:  
 
Whenever you turn in a written assignment, you are required to cite your source if:  

a) You use a direct quote from a book, article, website, etc., or   
b) You paraphrase a chunk of text from the book, article, website, etc., or  
c) You present a theory, argument, or opinion that does not belong to you.  

It is okay—in fact, it is always appreciated—to acknowledge other people’s ideas, theories, or 
arguments. It takes time for all of us to develop our own original ideas. Essentially, providing 
correct citations allows you to show that you are borrowing from existing sources to develop 
your own answer.  
 
How to cite your sources: 
In-text citation: Let’s say you will use a direct quote from the Fawcett book (remember, it is an 
edited volume—chapters have different authors). Here are a few ways to give in-text citations:  

1.   Chapter author (2016: page number) argues/says/states/etc. that “direct quote goes here.”  
2.   “Direct quote” (Chapter author 2016: page number).    
3.   If you are paraphrasing, you could still cite Chapter Author as shown either in (a) or (b), 

depending on how you construct your sentence.    
 

Bibliography: At the end of your written assignments, you must provide a list of sources that you 
have utilized for the assignment. Use the templates in the following link to construct your 
bibliography: http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/DocChicago_Bibliography.html  
 
Needless to say, Wikipedia is not an academic source; do not cite Wikipedia in any assignment. 
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Methods of Evaluation:  
 
Discussion:     30% 
Response papers (2 x 15%):   30% 
Final exam (cumulative):   40% 
  
Late Policy: The rules listed below apply unless you have a documented medical emergency.  
 

-   Late and incomplete discussion posts receive 0.  
-   Late response papers lose 5 points within the first hour after the deadline, 10 points 

thereafter. Submissions after 24 hours will not be accepted.  
-   Late final exams lose 10 points within the first hour after the deadline, 15 points 

thereafter. Submissions after 24 hours will not be accepted.  
 
Grading:  

100% - 93% A 
92% - 90% A- 
89% - 87% B+ 
86% - 84% B 
83% - 80% B- 
79% - 77% C+ 
76% - 74% C 
73.5% and below  F 

 
UIS Academic Integrity Policy:  
 
I support the UIS policy on Academic Integrity, which states, in part: “Academic integrity is at 
the heart of the university’s commitment to academic excellence. The UIS community strives 
to communicate and support clear standards of integrity, so that undergraduate and graduate 
students can internalize those standards and carry them forward in their personal and 
professional lives. Living a life with integrity prepares students to assume leadership roles in 
their communities as well as in their chosen profession. Alumni can be proud of their 
education and the larger society will benefit from the University’s contribution to the 
development of ethical leaders. Violations of academic integrity demean the violator, degrade 
the learning process, deflate the meaning of grades, discredit the accomplishments of past and 
present students, and tarnish the reputation of the university for all its members.” 
 
Academic sanctions range from a warning to expulsion from the university, depending on the 
severity of your violation and your history of violations. Whatever the sanction, I will file a 
report of academic dishonesty to the Office of the Provost. 
 
You are responsible for understanding and complying with the UIS Academic Integrity 
Policy, available at http://www.uis.edu/academicintegrity. 
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Academic Accommodations:  
 
If you are a student with a documented temporary or ongoing disability in need of academic 
accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services at 217-206-6666. 
 
Disabilities may include, but are not limited to: Psychological, Health, Learning, Sensory, 
Mobility, ADHD, TBI and Asperger’s syndrome. In some cases, accommodations are also 
available for shorter term disabling conditions such as severe medical situations.   
 
Accommodations are based upon underlying medical and cognitive conditions and may include, 
but are not limited to: extended time for tests and quizzes, distraction free environment for tests 
and quizzes, a note taker, interpreter and FM devices. 
 
Students who have made a request for an academic accommodation that has been reviewed and 
approved by the ODS will receive an accommodation letter which should be provided by the 
student to the instructor as soon as possible, preferably in the first week of class. For assistance 
in seeking academic accommodations, please contact the UIS Office of Disability Services 
(ODS) in the Human Resources Building, Room 80. Phone: 217-206-6666. 
 
 
Follow on  
 
The most fascinating aspect of this course is that it covers the issues and debates which continue 
to develop, evolve and clash as we speak. You are therefore uniquely privileged as what you 
learn in this class will resonate with what you read in the news every day. But why stop there? 
Get engaged. Follow these accounts on Twitter to observe and interact with some of the leading 
scholars on the Middle East and the publications which cover the region extensively. 
 

@MaxAbrahms Terrorism, Violence, Middle East 
@StevenACook Middle East, Egypt, Turkey, Syria 
@abuaardvark GWU Professor Marc Lynch, Middle East 
@ForeignAffairs Foreign Affairs 
@ForeignPolicy Foreign Policy 

@CFR_org Council on Foreign Relations 
@MiddleEastInst Middle East Institute 
@JeffreyGoldberg U.S.-Israel relationship 
@BrookingsFP Brookings Institute 
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Course Schedule 

 
 

Week 1 (August 30th): Introduction – IR and the Study of the Middle East 
 

The following are optional, but note that this week’s lecture is based on these readings. 
They are available on Blackboard.  
•   F. Gregory Gause III (1999). “Systemic Approaches to Middle East International 

Relations,” International Studies Review 1(1): 11-31.  
•   Lisa Anderson (2004). “Scholarship, Policy, Debate and Conflict: Why We Study the 

Middle East and Why It Matters,” Middle East Studies Association Bulletin 38(1): 2-15. 
•   Fawcett, Chapter 1, pp. 21-39. 
•   Post on the Icebreaker thread. 
•   Post one comment on Week 1’s thread. 

 
Week 2 (September 6th): The Rise and Fall of the Ottoman Empire 
 

•   Fawcett, Chapter 2, pp. 39-62. 
•   Charles Issawi (1980). “Europe, the Middle East and the Shift in Power: Reflections on a 

Theme by Marshall Hodgson,” Comparative Studies in Society & History 22(4): 487-
505.  

•   Optional, but read this piece to see how post-WW1 territorial arrangements influence 
ME politics to this day: “Why border lines drawn with a ruler in WW1 still rock the 
Middle East.” BBC News. 

 
Week 3 (September 13th): State Formation in the Middle East  

and Pan-Arabism 
 

(Unit 1) 
•   Fawcett, Chapter 7, pp. 155-168. 
•   Lisa Anderson (1987). “The State in the Middle East and North Africa,” Comparative 

Politics 20(1): 1-18.  
 

(Unit 2) 
•   Fawcett, Chapter 7: read pp. 168-171, skim pp. 171-175. 
•   James G. Mellon (2002). “Pan-Arabism, Pan-Islamism and Inter-State Relations in the 

Arab World,” Nationalism and Ethnic Politics, 8(4): 1-15. 
•   Fouad Ajami (1978). “The End of Pan-Arabism,” Foreign Affairs 57(2): 355-373. 

 
  



9 
 

Week 4 (September 20th): Secular IR Theory and the Islamic Middle East 
 

(Unit 1)  
•   Fawcett, Chapter 8, pp. 176-196. 
•   Nathan Brown, Amr Hamzawy, and Marina Ottaway (2006). “Islamist Movements and 

the Democratic Process in the Arab World: Exploring the Gray Zones,” Carnegie Paper 
No. 67. (about 15 pages.) 
 

(Unit 2) 
•   Daniel Philpott (2002). “The Challenge of September 11 to Secularism in International 

Relations,” World Politics 55, pp. 66-95. 
•   “Can political Islam make it in the modern world?” (2017). The Economist.  
•   Optional readings on Blackboard: Tunisia’s Ennahda and its recent secularist turn. 

 
Week 5 (September 27th): The Cold War and After 

 
(Unit 1) 
•   Fawcett, Chapter 3, pp. 62-79. 
•   Fawcett, Chapter 4, pp. 79-105. 

 
(Unit 2) 
•   Efraim Karsh (1997). “Cold War, post-Cold War: does it make a difference for the 

Middle East?” Review of International Studies 23: 271-291. 
 

Week 6 (October 4th): International Political Economy of the Middle East 
 

(Unit 1) 
•   Fawcett, Chapter 5, pp. 105-131. 
•   Michael Ross (2011). “Will Oil Drown the Arab Spring? Democracy and the Resource 

Curse,” Foreign Affairs. 5 pages. 
 

(Unit 2) 
•   Robert Vitalis (2002), “Black Gold, White Crude: An Essay on American 

Exceptionalism, Hierarchy, and Hegemony in the Gulf,” Diplomatic History 26(2): 185-
213. 

•   Roger Owen (2008). “One Hundred Years of Middle Eastern Oil,” Crown Center of 
Middle East Studies, 24, pp. 1-7.  
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Week 7 (October 11th): Alliances, Enmities, Regionalism in the Middle East 
 

(Unit 1) 
•   Fawcett, Chapter 9, pp. 196-218.  
•   Fawcett, Chapter 14, pp. 304-324.  
•   Optional, but read this piece to put the recent Qatar-Saudi rift in context:  

Steven Cook (2017). “Untangling the Qatar Kerfuffle.” Council on Foreign Relations.  
 

(Unit 2) 
•   Jonathan Masters (2014). “Backgrounder: The Arab League,” Council on Foreign 

Relations. 4 pages. 
•   Marco Pinfari (2009). “Nothing but Failure? The Arab League and the Gulf Cooperation 

Council as Mediators in Middle Eastern Conflicts,” LSE Crisis States Research Centre 
Working Paper, No 45, pp. 1-30.  
 

Week 8 (October 18th): Arab-Israeli Conflict I: An Overview  
 

(Unit 1) 
•   Fawcett, Chapter 12, pp. 259-285. 
•   “Primer on Palestine, Israel and the Arab-Israeli Conflict,” MERIA, February 2014.  
•   Map (2001). “Losing Ground,” Harper’s Magazine.  
•   Interactive material at CFR: http://www.cfr.org/israel/crisis-guide-israeli-palestinian-

conflict/p13850  
•   Optional, but read this piece to think about how perceptions matter: 

Point of View (2001). History of the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict. 10 pages. 
 

(Unit 2) 
•   Fawcett, Chapter 13, pp. 285-304.  
•   Hussein Agha and Robert Malley (2001). “Camp David: The Tragedy of Errors,” The 

New York Review of Books, August 9, 2001, pp. 1-19.  
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Week 9 (October 25th): Arab-Israeli Conflict II: The Present 
 

(Unit 1) 
•   “The Arabs and Israel: The Hundred Years’ War,” (2009) The Economist.  
•   Ali Abunimah (2011). “A Formal Funeral for the Two-State Solution,” Foreign Affairs.  
•   Aaron David Miller (2012). “Five Reasons Why the Two-State Solution Just Won’t Die.” 

Foreign Policy.  
•   Zachary Laub (2014). “Hamas,” Council on Foreign Relations.  

 
(Unit 2) 
•   Geoffrey Aronson (2013). “Policy Options in a Time of Transition: The US and the 

Israel-Palestine Conflict,” The Middle East Journal 67(2): 249-256. 
•   Tal Dror. (2014). “Always the Bridesmaid? The EU role in the Middle East Peace 

Process,” International Centre for the Study of Radicalisation and Political Violence, pp. 
1-28. 

•   Jonathan B. Isacoff (2005). “Writing the Arab-Israeli Conflict: Historical Bias and the 
Use of History in Political Science.” Perspectives on Politics, 3(1): 71- 88. 
 

Week 10 (November 1st): Nuclear Iran? 
 

(Unit 1) 
•   R. K. Ramazani (2004). “Ideology and Pragmatism in Iran’s Foreign Policy,” The Middle 

East Journal 58(4): 549-559. 
•   Kenneth Waltz (2012). “Why Iran Should Get the Bomb,” Foreign Affairs, pp. 2-5.  

 
(Unit 2) 
•   Ehud Eiran and Martin B. Malin (2013). “The Sum of All Fears: Israel’s Perception of a 

Nuclear Armed Iran.” The Washington Quarterly, 36(3): 77-89. 
•   “Iran and the Nuclear Deal” (2015). POMEPS Symposium, pp. 10-22. 
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Week 11 (November 8th): The Arab Spring 
 

(Unit 1) 
•   Fawcett, Chapter 10, pp. 205-221. 
•   F Gregory Gause, III. (2011). “Why Middle East studies missed the Arab Spring: The 

myth of authoritarian stability,” Foreign Affairs, 90(4): 81-90. 
•   Roberto Aliboni (2011). “The International Dimension of the Arab Spring,” The 

International Spectator: Italian Journal of International Affairs, 46(4): 5-9. 
•   Fouad Ajami. (2012). “The Arab Spring at One.” Foreign Affairs, March/April, pp. 1-7. 

 
(Unit 2) 
•   Fawcett, Chapter 15, pp. 324-356. 
•   Samuel Helfont and Tally Helfont (2012). “Jordan: Between the Arab Spring and the 

Gulf Cooperation Council” Orbis 56(1): 82-95. 
•   Tarek Masoud (2015). “Has the Door Closed on Arab Democracy?” Journal of 

Democracy, 26(1): 74-87.  
•   Optional readings on Blackboard: Saudi response to the Arab Spring, interactive 

timeline of the protests, Kuran (1991) on preference falsification. 
 

Week 12 (November 15th): The U.S. and the Middle East 
 

(Unit 1) 
•   Fawcett, Chapter 16, pp. 356-380. 
•   Raymond Hinnebusch (2007). “The US Invasion of Iraq: Explanations and Implications,” 

Critique: Critical Middle Eastern Studies 16(3): 209-228. 
 

(Unit 2) 
•   Andreas Krieg (2016). “Externalizing the burden of war: The Obama Doctrine and US 

foreign policy in the Middle East,” International Affairs 92(1): 97-113.  
•   Stephen Walt (2016). “The United States Should Admit It No Longer Has a Middle East 

Policy,” Foreign Policy. 
 

Week 13 (November 22nd): No Class. Happy Thanksgiving! 
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Week 14 (November 29th): Europe and the Middle East 

(Unit 1) 
•   Fawcett, Chapter 17, pp. 380-400. 
•   Rosemary Hollis (2012). “No Friend of Democratization: Europe’s Role in the Genesis of 

the Arab Spring,” International Affairs 88(1): 81-94. 
 

(Unit 2) 
•   Richard Youngs (2002). “The European Union and Democracy Promotion in the 

Mediterranean: A New or Disingenuous Strategy?” Democratization 9(1): 40-62. 
•   Richard Youngs and Jake Gutman (2015). “Is the EU Tackling the Root Causes of 

Middle Eastern Conflict?” Carnegie Europe, pp. 1-6. 
 

Week 15 (December 6th): The New the Middle East: Sectarianism,  
the Syrian Civil War, and the Kurds 

 
(Unit 1) 
•   Daniel Byman (2014). “Sectarianism Afflicts the New Middle East,” Survival 56(1): 79-

100. 
•   A. J. Al Tamimi (2014). “The Dawn of the Islamic State of Iraq and ash-Sham,” Current 

Trends in Islamist Ideology 16: 5-15. 
•   Optional, but read this piece to see the full roster of parties involved in the Syrian 

conflict: Zachary Laub. (2017). “Who’s Who in Syria’s Civil War,” Council on Foreign 
Relations.  

•   Optional, but read this piece to understand how Assad distributes “rent” in the form of 
housing to keep the military officers loyal to his regime. 
Kheder Khaddour (2015). “Assad’s Officer Ghetto: Why the Syrian Army Remains 
Loyal?” Carnegie Middle East Center, pp. 1-10.  
 

(Unit 2) 
•   Marina Ottaway and David Ottaway (2014). “How the Kurds Got Their Way: Economic 

Cooperation and the Middle East’s New Borders,” Foreign Affairs, pp. 1-6. 
•   Michael Gunter (2015). “Iraq, Syria, ISIS and the Kurds: Geostrategic Concerns for the 

US and Turkey,” Middle East Policy 22(1): 102-111. 
•   Fawcett, Chapter 11, pp. 225-244. 

 
 

 
Take-home final exam due December 13th, 5pm, via Turnitin 

 
 
 
 


