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MAKING KLOOF AN IAP-FREE SUBURB BY 2020 
Our goal of making Kloof an IAP free suburb will 
never be achieved without the help of all residents. 
Kloof Park Villas in Edwin Swales Road is one 
complex that is leading by example. They have 
started a project to tackle the many IAPs on the 
property which borders the Uve Stream. 

A special levy has been raised to fund the IAP 
eradication and one of the residents, Richard 
Cunnigham (pictured above), personally gets stuck 
in during his spare time doing much of the hard 
physical work. He has managed to clear IAPs to 
make the stream accessible for the first time in 
many, many years. Eradication of IAPs is a very long 
and laborious process and we thank every Kloof 
resident who, like Richard, is dedicated to making 
Kloof an IAP-free suburb by the end of 2020. 

         Simon Maphumulo of Msenge Landscapes 
         (standing 3rd from the left) with the verge 
         clearing team who work one week a month 
         removing IAPs from  Kloof’s street verges. 

              Lollipop Climber

The Lollipop Climber (Diplocyclos palmatus) is 
rampant in Kloof right now and we are desperate to 
stop this IAP spreading into the Krantzkloof Nature 
Reserve. If you see this plant in your garden please 
remove it and bag it until it is well rotted before 
disposing of it. 

              Yellow Himalayan rasberry

Yellow Himalayan raspberry (Rubus ellipticus), native 
to southern Asia, is a robust shrub (< 7m tall), with 
stems and branches covered with dense bristles and 
scattered thorns. It outcompetes indigenous species 
and is listed as one of the 100 worst invasive alien 
species in the world!.

URGENT! If you spot either of these plants please contact Reshnee Lalla at SANBI 
Phone 031 207 6480 or 031 207 6482 or e-mail: invasivespecies@sanbi.org.za

Thank you to all the Kloof 
residents who are working  
hard to clear IAPs from their 
properties and complexes. 
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32 Don’t forget to e-mail photographs of any interesting sightings of Kloof’s flora and fauna to 
info@kloofconservancy.org.za. We also encourage you to record your observations on SANBI’s 

citizen scientist project, iSpot. For more information visit: http://www.ispot.org.za/

               Natal Forest Tree Frog:  Just on cue for our 
Leap Day for Frogs, Devon Rawlings sent us these 
photographs of a Natal Tree Frog that popped into 
his house. 

These lovely amphibians love our Kloof forests and 
although they have variable colouring, they are  
easily identifiable by their distinctive orange eyes!

               African Firefinch: Hugh McGibbon sent us this 
photograph of a beautiful African Fire Finch in his 
Kloof garden. A member of the finch family, these 
beauties are often found foraging on the ground for 
eat grass seeds and small insects. African Firefinches 
are usually spotted in pairs or small groups.

 

              African Clawless Otter: Over the years, there 
have been some unverified sightings of otters in 
Kloof. Now, finally, we have what may be the first 
photographic evidence! This otter was photographed 
using a camera trap in the Ronald’s Kloof Stream area. 
Typically the sleek coat is dark chocolate brown on the 
upperparts, lighter below, and creamy white on the 
throat, with numerous conspicuous white whiskers 
frame the face. The diet of the African Clawless Otter 
primarily includes water-dwelling animals such as 
crabs, fish, frogs, and worms.

               Puff Adder: Summer time is always a time to 
take extra care as snakes are very active, none more 
so than Puff Adders, which seem to enjoy finding their 
way into homes. John Gannon from Alamein Road 
reported one in his kitchen in January. Puff Adders are 
among the more dangerous of our snakes primarily 
because they move slowly and don’t readily get out 
of  the way. Although they are slow movers they can 
strike extremely quickly so do not be deceived by their 
sluggishness! They are primarily nocturnal predators, 
preying on small mammals, birds, lizards, frogs, and 
toads, and they spend most of the time on the 
ground. 

TIP

51
TIP

52       CUT YOUR PRINTING       
           PAPER USE IN HALF! 

     Use both sides of the paper. 
     Sometimes, Earth saving 
     solutions can be that simple!

           

Many people still insist on a paper 
document in an electronic age! 
Avoid using expensive inks and 
savepaper by not printing e-mails.

 

DON’T PRINT EMAILS 

Planning is well under way to bring you an inspiring Indigenous Open Gardens event on the weekend of 
24-25 May.  Visit   for more information. 

In this issue we bring you snippets from another two gardens which will be on show. This event has been 
running since 1999 so we are into the 15th year of showing, educating and inspiring residents to plant 
indigenous – not only for the beauty they bring to each garden, but to also help protect our biodiversity.

www.kloofconservancy.org.za/indigenous-open-gardens/

              Garden No 1: Anno Torr, 
1 Halstead Rd, Gillitts

 
              

Arranged as a series of habitats, this one acre sloping 
garden is a mix of old and new. Anno moved in 10 
years ago, and has focused on planting only 
indigenous species although some exotics trees do 
remain. 

The garden was in need of a revamp and many 
sections are newly planted. A woodland walk winds 
down towards a newly installed wildlife pond and 
wetland, and succulents, Aloes and grassland species 
brighten up the sunny areas. 

This is a garden of rooms and pathways, with 
something new around every corner. Many bird and 
butterfly species can be seen throughout the year.

 
              Garden No 4: 
                16 The Walk, Waterfall

Ann and Peter van Eijk, 

After visiting the Open Indigenous Gardens in 2000, we 
were inspired to create a garden that was good for our 
souls and so the transformation began! Being rather 
impatient and super keen to get going, we adopted a 
"Scorched earth" policy, scrubbed the canvas and 
painted a brand new indigenous landscape. 

The garden is always transitional, and over the years 
has gone from full sun to semi-shade as the young 
trees formed their canopies, and then back to almost 
full sun as vigorous trees were trimmed. 

These indigenous gems thrived and explosions of seeds 
have created an abundance of seedlings. As we were 
reluctant to weed them out, we began bagging them 
up for gifts and so the nursery came about almost by 
accident! Now we can share not only our garden but 
it's offspring too!

PROTECTING NATURE
INSPIRING CHANGE
MAY 24-25 2014
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New Germany Nature Reserve
GPS Coordinates: 29°48.53’S 30°53.32’E
Phone: 031 262 8239

Take a break in the hills and visit this interesting 
reserve in the heart of Pinetown/New Germany. 
The 72ha reserve was officially established in 1986 
from undeveloped remnants of the old historic 
farm Clermont and is also on the historic Durban 
to Pietermaritzburg wagon route. 

The reserve consists of diverse habitats including 
a large forest section, grasslands and a large stand 
of Protea roupelliae which were very common in 
the area. With a bit of patience you are likely to 
see Common Duiker, Blue Duiker and Banded 
Mongoose. 

Birdlife is very good in both the forest and the 
grassland area. You are likely to spot Robins, Fiscal 
Flycatches, African Goshawks, African Paradise 
Flycatchers and grassland specialists such as 
Shelley’s Francolin and the Cape Grassbird.

The reserve also boasts a walk-in aviary which is 
home to numerous rehabilitated birds, giving visitors 
the opportunity to have a close look at species such 
as the Knysna Turaco, Diederich’s Cuckoo, African 
Goshawk, Spurwing goose and many others. At the 
reception there is also a display of reptiles with 
educational information.

There is a good, easy going 2.5km walking trail (the 
Imbali Trail) and in spring the grassland flowers can 
be spectacular. There is also a hide overlooking a 
dam.

There is plenty of safe parking with toilet 
facilities/picnic/braai sites and the reserve is open 
daily, except on Christmas Day, from 07:30-17:00. 

Entrance is free.

The reserve is run by eThekwini Natural Resources 
Department. Phone: 031 262 8239.

Krantzkloof Nature Reserve 4-hour (relaxed) guided walk. R30pp. Meet at 
Kloof Falls Rd picnic site at 07:45. No booking required.

Back-to-Nature Leap Day For Frogs at Glenholme/SPCA from 17:00 
BYO picnic dinner, fun family activities, talk by Dr Jeanne Tarrant and guided 
walk to find frogs! R30 per car.

Krantzkloof Nature Reserve 6-hour (strenuous) guided walk. R30pp. Meet 
at Kloof Falls Rd picnic site at 07:45. No booking required.

Msinsi work day – Come and help us eradicate IAPs from this 
environmentally valuable piece of land. We start at 08:30 and work for as 
long as we can. Bring gloves, strong shoes/boots/gum-boots, tough jeans and 
enthusiasm – we will provide the rest! No previous experience required.

Glenholme Nature Reserve 2-hour guided nature walk. Meet at 10:00 at the 
SPCA tea garden. Donations go towards maintenance and upkeep of the 
reserve.

Springside Nature Reserve guided walk. All welcome; easy walk on well 
maintained paths. Donations accepted for ongoing Hillcrest Conservancy 
projects. Meet at 07:30. Tea/coffee served in the resource centre after the 
walk. Contact Sue on 031 765 6809.

SUNDAY 16 February

FRIDAY 28 February

SUNDAY 2 March

SATURDAY 8 March

SATURDAY 8 March

WEDNESDAY 12 March
 

KLOOF CONSERVANCY EVENTS IN FEBRUARY
For more information please visit our website: www.kloofconservancy.org.za

BACK TO 
NATURE: 

Leap Day for
FROGS 

THIS MONTH WE EXPLORE NEW GERMANY NATURE RESERVE

JOIN US!  PROTECTING NATURE and INSPIRING CHANGE. TOGETHER!
Are you a member of Kloof Conservancy? 

For only R150 a year you can help us make a real difference by helping to fund projects that  promote 
environmental awareness and conserve our area’s outstanding natural heritage. 

Visit our website for more information: www.kloofconservancy.org.za/membership/

This month we continue our series on the nature reserves in the Highway area by featuring the beautiful 
New Germany Nature Reserve. Many of the reserves in the Highway area are biodiversity gems, each with 
its own surprising characteristics. They are surrounded by sprawling urban development which poses a 
serious threat to their long-term sustainability. By featuring these reserves in our e-newsletter each month 
we hope to raise awareness about the natural wonders we are surrounded by, and we encourage you to 
visit and support our local nature reserves!

www.kloofconservancy.org.za

http://www.kloofconservancy.org.za
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