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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 30th July, 2014, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors J Armstrong, S Clark, FS Duggan, K Duggan,  

R Makepeace, L McKendrick and D Robb 
 
36. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
There were no apologies for absence.  
 
37. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
Councillor R Makepeace declared an interest in Minute No. 44 – Cornsay Village Play Area and 
Minute No. 45 – Grounds Maintenance. 
 
38. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
There were no reports from County Councillors.  
 
Councillor Clark referred to a local coach company’s coaches being parked on both sides of 
Commercial Street, particularly early on a morning, which made it difficult for other vehicles to pass.  
 
Resolved: That Councillor Armstrong would draw this matter to the attention of the company owner.  
 
39. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meetings held on 25th June, 2014 were confirmed as a correct record and signed 
by the Chairman. 
 
40. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Minute 26 - The Clerk reported that a reply had been received from the County Council in 

relation to issues at Cornsay House Farm, confirming that the farm had 
planning approval for change of use to a furniture warehouse and that the 
new fence was positioned nearer to the road than the hedgerow had been, 
however as it was under 1 metre high, it did not require planning approval.  
The County Council had advised that obstruction of the highway by vehicles 
did not fall within their remit.  

 
41. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £189.92 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for July. 
(ii) £47.40 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for July. 
(iii) £49.00 to Makepeace Landscapes in respect of grasscutting. 
(iv) £25.00 to the Information Commissioner’s Office in respect of Data Protection 

registration renewal.  
(v) £80.81 to replenish the petty cash. 
(vi) £189.92 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for August. 
(vii) £47.40 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for August.  
(viii) Up to £350.00 to the cost of Community Hall repairs to be arranged by the Clerk.   

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

 
(i) 25th June 2014 £ 207.81 Clerk’s wages    No. 681 
(ii) 25th June 2014 £ 52.00 HMRC     No. 682 
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(iii) 25th June 2014 £ 475.20 Clerk (hot water boiler)   No. 683 
(iv) 25th June 2014 £ 85.00 TRACC     No. 684 
(v) 25th June 2014 £ 65.00 Cornsay Village Resident’s Association No. 685 
(vi) 25th June 2014 £ 536.50 Makepeace Landscapes  No. 686 

 
(c) Cash at Bank: 

 
Northern Rock  £7,138.43 
Barclays  £685.23 
Barclays (Savings) £32,000.00 
Unity Trust  £9,802.13 

 
42. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Learning Library - Request for donation. 
Resolved: That further information be requested in relation to 
the support provided to people within the Parish. 
 

(b) Durham County Council - Notification of designation of Lanchester Parish as a 
Neighbourhood Area. 
Resolved: That the information be noted. 
 

(c) Durham County Council - Details received of future finance settlements and potential 
impacts upon the Parish Council’s LCTSS grant.  
Resolved: That the information be noted.  

 
43. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

(i) S Richardson Cornsay House Farm 
Cornsay Colliery 

Erection of a steel portal framed building 
constructed to agricultural specification to 
provide machinery storage and 
accommodation for livestock, when 
required. The building will be used as a 
general purpose agricultural building.  
 

 Resolved: That the Council objects to this application on the grounds that the size of the 
proposed building is out of proportion to the area, affect on the landscape and potential for 
use by the furniture business leading to highway safety issues.  

 
44. CORNSAY VILLAGE PLAY AREA  
 
The swings at Cornsay Village were in need of painting and a quotation had been received from 
Makepeace Landscapes to undertake this work, including sanding down and removal of flaking paint, 
prior to painting with a suitable metal paint, at a cost of £325.45. 
 
Resolved: That the quotation be accepted.  
 
45. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE – CORNSAY COLLIERY 
 
TRACC had, for several years, obtained a small grant annually from the Parish Paths Partnership 
which had been used towards the brick road adjacent to the play area at Cornsay Colliery. It had 
been suggested that in addition to this, the path should be weed sprayed monthly and the grass 
between the play area fence and the pathway be cut regularly.  A quotation had been received from 
Makepeace Landscapes to undertake this work, at the same time as the play area grasscutting, at a 
cost of £17.00 a time. 
 
Resolved: That the quotation be accepted. 
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46. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE  
 
The Clerk reported that the Stage 2 application had been sent to the Lottery and an 
acknowledgement received. The Lottery may be in touch if they required additional information prior 
to making a decision. 
 
In the spirit of optimism, and in view of amount the information required at Stage 3, the Economic 
Development Officer at the County Council had suggested making a start to prepare the information 
over the summer.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted. 
 
47. YOUTH SHELTER 
 
The Chair reported that in terms of funding, the three County Councillors had agreed to contribute 
£1,000 each which funding having also been applied for from the Police and Crime Commissioner, 
Wind Farm Community Benefits Fund and Mid Durham AAP.  The outcome of the applications 
should be known by September, and if successful would cover the cost of the shelter, concrete base 
and installation.  
 
Confirmation had been received from the County Council that planning consent would not be 
required and that permission had been granted for the shelter to be sited on County Council land 
provided the Parish Council maintained and insured the shelter in the future.  
 
Resolved: That the Parish Council would maintain and insure the shelter following installation.  
 
48. MID DURHAM PARISH COUNCILS COMMITTEE 
 
The Mid Durham Parish Councils Committee, consisting of the 10 parish councils in the Mid Durham 
AAP area had been formed at the same time as the AAP had come into being to appoint the parish 
council representative to the board, share ideas and best practise and improve joint working between 
parish councils.  Recently, however, attendance at committee meetings had fallen to an extremely 
low level and a letter had been received from Lanchester Parish Council, on behalf of the committee 
seeking view on the future and format of the committee. A meeting of the committee was to be held 
on 20 September for the matter to be considered.  
 
It was suggested that in the current financial climate joint working, particularly in relation to 
procurement of goods and services, would be an advantage, if this was something that could be 
progressed through the Committee in the future.  
 
Resolved: That the Chair attend the meeting in September to express the Council’s views.  
 
 

The Meeting closed at 7.40 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
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