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SUMMARY 
This bill would establish the California Youth 
Empowerment Commission, which would be the first 
statewide advisory body to the government comprised 
solely of youth. Additionally, this bill details the 
composition, duties, and powers of the commission.  
 

BACKGROUND 
Currently, there are over 130 active local youth 
commissions in California that advise municipalities on 
issues affecting youth. Over 20 other states have state-wide 
youth advisory council structures written into statute. 
Youth commissions have proven their effectiveness and 
impact as seen in the San Francisco Youth Commission’s 
work on youth homelessness and incarceration.  
 

PROBLEM 
All too often, the state government and adults make critical 
decisions on policy affecting the lives of young 
Californians, without any direct input from the youth 
themselves. This leads to a fundamental under-
representation of the over 9 million young Californians 
under the age of 18. Now more than ever, issues affecting 
youth have become more pressing, such as climate change 
and gun safety, and young people find themselves 
frustrated with their lack of participation in shaping their 
futures. Furthermore, foster youth, incarcerated youth, and 
youth who suffer from other adverse childhood 
experiences seldom have the resources to advocate for 
themselves. There is a lack of state leadership on engaging 
local youth organizations and unifying them under a single 
goal: empowering youth. 
 

SOLUTION 
This bill establishes a 24-person commission with 5 ex-
officio members in the state government of youth ages 14-
25. The commission would be consisted of youth appointed 
by the Governor. This bill mandates that every region of 
California is represented, there is an equal distribution of 
age, and that at least half of the members on the 
commission have experienced youth homelessness, foster 
care, disabilities, or juvenile incarceration. Commissioners 
will serve two-year terms to establish peer-to-peer 
mentorship and training. The commission will be non-
partisan, and commissioners should be appointed for their 
passion, experience, and ability to resolve conflicts, not 
purely grades and achievements.  
 
The commission’s establishment will depend directly on 
whether or not funding is appropriated in the state budget. 
The commission will require five staff to fulfill various  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
roles. Participating in official business of the commission 
will be completely cost free, and commissioners will 
receive a $300 per diem for each meeting. 
 
The commission’s mission is to empower under-
represented youth with formal opportunities to engage in 
California’s civic process. Ultimately, the commission will 
have three interconnected goals with focuses on civic 
engagement, education, social equality, human and social 
services, workforce development, and public safety. 
 

1. Policy Development – The commission will 
formally articulate positions on youth-related 
policy, study and review current deficiencies 
regarding youth, draft model legislation, and 
provide testimony to promote the services for and 
empowerment of all young people. 
 

2. Community Engagement – The commission will 
hold meetings and roundtables to engage with the 
youth public and advocacy groups around the 
state to identify unmet needs of the state’s youth. 
The commission may also educate the youth 
public by holding assemblies or distributing 
resources at school. Additionally, youth public 
members may be appointed to specialized policy 
advisory boards and task forces or may serve as 
ambassadors to their communities. The 
commission may provide guidance and support to 
existing local youth commissions on development 
and impact maximization. 
 

3. Investment in Youth – The commission will have 
the resources to award grants to organizations that 
work directly with young people, such as 
programs that find housing for homeless youth or 
help low-income students prepare for higher 
education. Grants may also go to local youth 
commissions or other youth-led advocacy 
organizations. 
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