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Subject: History 

Term: 4     Week: 4    

Lesson Number: 91B 

Date: ______/_______/2021

Unit 11.4: World War II and its Aftermath 

Sub-unit: World War 2 (1939-1945) 

Topic: Pre-World War Two 

Subtopic: Pearl Harbour and Pacific War 

Leaning Outcomes:  

1. Identify Japan’s actions in Asia that led to World War II in Asia and the Pacific  

2. Describe the reactions and response to Japan’s actions. 

 

Introduction 

In this lesson 91B, you will look at the events that had happened before World War II in 

Europe. You will discuss and study the events or happenings after World War One but 

before World War Two. 

 

Instructions 

In your Exercise Book, copy the Header.  Make sure your handwriting is neat and legible. 

(I will be checking your Exercise Book when you return to School). 

 

Practice Exercise  

 

Spend at least 5 minutes to read through the Resource 1 and 2 notes. Copy the questions 

into your exercise book and use the lesson resource to answer them. The questions 

continue form your previous lesson. 

 

1. What is the name of the treaty which Germany resented and was bitter about? Why 
were the Germans bitter about this Treaty?  
 

2. List the main causes of World War 

 

3. Refer to Resource 2. Study Figure 14 and read the passage in in the cartoon to 
answer questions (a) and (b).  
a) What policy did US adopt after WW1?  
b) Explain how the policy contributed to WW2? 

 

4. Which dictator in Europe started the war?  
5. When did the WW2 start?  
6. Arrange these events in chronological order of happening from earliest to latest, and 

indicate with numbers 1 to 5 for each statement.  
a) Germany invades Poland. _________________  
b) Britain declares war on Germany _________________  
c) Nazi-Soviet Pact signed _________________  
d) Hitler became the German chancellor _________________  
e) Germany annexes Austria _________________ 
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Resource 1 

 

World War Two was a global military conflict that, in terms of lives lost and material 
destruction, was the most devastating war in human history. It began in 1939 as a 
European conflict between Germany and an Anglo-French coalition but eventually 
widened to include most of the nations of the world. It ended in 1945, leaving a new 
world order dominated by the United States and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic.  
 
More than any previous war, World War II involved the commitment of nations’ entire 
human and economic resources. In the last stages of the war, two new weapons were 
introduced: the long-range rocket and the atomic bomb. In the main, however, the war was 
fought with the improved weapons of the types used in World War I (1914-1918). The 
greatest advances were in aircraft and tanks..  
 
The World after WW1  
Three major powers had been dissatisfied with the outcome of World War I. Germany, the 
main defeated nation, bitterly resented the territorial losses and reparations payments 
imposed on it by the Treaty of Versailles. Italy, one of the victors, found its territorial gains 
far from enough either to offset the cost of the war. Japan, also a victor, was unhappy 
about its failure to gain control of China.  
 
Causes of WW2  
France, the United Kingdom, and the United States had achieved their wartime objectives. 

They had reduced Germany’s military power terms and reorganised Europe and the world. 

The French and the British frequently disagreed on policy in the post war period, however, 

and were unsure of their ability to defend the peace settlement. The United States, 

disappointed by the Europeans’ failure to repay their war debts, withdrew into 

isolationism. 

 

Figure 12: Major Causes of WW II 
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The failure of the Peace Efforts  
During the 1920s, attempts were made to achieve a stable peace. The first was the 

establishment (1920) of the League of Nations as a forum in which nations could settle 

their disputes. The league’s powers were limited to military and economic powers. At the 

Washington Conference of 1921-22, the principal naval powers agreed to limit their navies 

according to a fixed ratio. The Locarno Conference (1925) produced a treaty guarantee of 

the German-French boundary and an arbitration agreement between Germany and 

Poland. In the Paris Peace Pact (1928), 63 countries, including all the great powers except 

the USSR, renounced war as an instrument of national policy and pledged to resolve all 

disputes among them by peaceful means. Great Britain and France adopted a policy of 

leniency towards Germany known as appeasement so that there could be a period of 

peace in Europe. 

 

The Rise of Fascism 

 One of the victors’ stated aims in World War I had been “to 

make the world safe for democracy,” and post war Germany 

adopted a democratic constitution, as did most of the other 

states restored or created after the war. In the 1920s, however, 

the wave of the future appeared to be a form of nationalistic, 

militaristic totalitarianism known by its Italian name, fascism. It 

promised to minister to peoples’ wants more effectively than 

democracy and presented itself as the one sure defence against communism. Benito 

Mussolini established the first Fascist dictatorship in Italy in 1922 and then Hitler rose to 

power in 1932 with its own form of fascism in Germany. This type of government was totally 

opposite of what democracy promoted. 

 

Formation of Axis Coalition  
Adolf Hitler, the Führer (“leader”) of the German National Socialist (Nazi) Party, preached 
a racist brand of fascism. Hitler promised to overturn the Versailles Treaty and secure 
additional Lebensraum (“living space”) for the German people, who he contended 
deserved more as members of a superior race. In the early 1930s, the Depression hit 
Germany. The moderate parties could not agree on what to do about it, and large numbers 
of voters turned to the Nazis and Communists. In 1933 Hitler became the German 
chancellor, and in a series of moves established himself as dictator.  
 
Japan did not formally adopt fascism, but the armed forces' powerful position in the 
government enabled them to impose a similar type of totalitarianism. As dismantlers of the 
world status quo, the Japanese military were well ahead of Hitler. They used a minor clash 
with Chinese troops near Mukden in 1931 as an excuse for taking over all of Manchuria, 
where they claimed the puppet state of Manchukuo in 1932. In 1937-1938 they occupied 
the main Chinese ports.  
 
Germany’s expansion in Europe  
Hitler launched his own expansionist drive with the annexation of Austria in March 1938. 
The way was clear: Mussolini supported him; and the British and French, restrained by 
German rearmament, accepted Hitler’s claim that the status of Austria was an internal 
German affair. The United States had reduced its ability to act against aggression by 
passing a neutrality law that stopped material assistance to all parties in foreign conflicts.  
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In September 1938 Hitler threatened war to annex the western border area of 
Czechoslovakia, the Sudetenland and its 3.5 million ethnic Germans. The British Prime 
Minister Neville Chamberlain started talks that ended at the end of the month in the Munich 
Pact, by which the Czechs, on British and French advice, surrendered the Sudetenland in 
return for Hitler’s promise not to take any more Czech territory. Less than six months later, 
in March 1939, Hitler seized the remainder of Czechoslovakia. Alarmed by this new 
aggression and by Hitler’s threats against Poland, the British government pledged to aid 
that country if Germany threatened its independence. France already had a mutual 
defence treaty with Poland.  
 
Joseph Stalin, the Soviet dictator, had offered military help to Czechoslovakia during the 

1938 crisis, but had been ignored by all the parties to the Munich Pact. Now that war 

threatened, he was courted by both sides, but Hitler made the more attractive offer. Allied 

with Britain and France, the Soviet Union might well have had to fight, but all Germany 

asked for was its neutrality. In Moscow, on the night of August 23, 1939, the Nazi-Soviet 

Pact was signed. In the part published the next day, Germany and the Soviet Union agreed 

not to go to war against each other. A secret protocol gave Stalin a free hand in Finland, 

Estonia, Latvia, eastern Poland, and eastern Romania. 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 13: Nazi – Soviet Pact - 1939 

 

In the early morning hours of September 1, 1939, the German armies marched into Poland. 

On September 3 the British and French surprised Hitler by declaring war on Germany, but 

they had no plans for giving active assistance to the Poles. 
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Resource 2 

 
U.S. Involvement in WWII  
After WWI, many people in the United States were isolationists. This meant that they did 

not want to become involved in the problems of the world. When Nazi Germany invaded 

the country of Poland in 1939, Great Britain and France declared War on Germany. The 

United States did not enter the war against Germany. Many people, especially those in 

Great Britain became angry at the United States. When Germany started openly attacking 

Great Britain and France, both of those countries turned to the United States for help. The 

United States gave them money and weapons but wouldn’t commit any troops. 

 


