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On April 29, 2015, in the premises of the 
Training Centre within Nansen Dialogue 
Centre Skopje, the participants from 
Group 3, 4 and 5 were awarded 
certificates for successful completion 
of the Advanced training level for 
integrated education. 

On the ceremony, the participants were 
addressed by Mr. Safet Neziri, Adviser to 
the Minister for education and science, 
Mr. Sasho Stojkovski, NDC Skopje 
Executive Director, Ms. Florina Shehu, 
professor in the Teacher Training Faculty 

and trainer within the Training Centre and Ms. Biljana Krsteska- Papic, Manager of the NDC Skopje Training 
Centre. The advanced level training cycle was consisted of six program areas representing a combination 
of lectures, workshops and practical work. 

During the training cycle, the participants had the opportunity to build their skills and competences 
through the trainings delivered by NDC Skopje staff as well as local and international professors and 
lecturers with extensive experience in the field of integrated education.

Advanced level training certificates awarded for 
three groups of trainees
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Darko Taleski
PS Kiril i Metodija, v. Kanatlarci - Prilep

I was part of the basic level of training of the Nansen Dialogue Centre in Skopje and what 
I could see through practical activities within the basic level of training was a real, strong 
motivation to be able to convey the same thing in my school knowing the contribution 
that this model of education has in the interethnic integration of students from different 
ethnic groups in the environment in which they live and learn.

After completing the basic level of training according to the Nansen model for integrated 
education, we were given the opportunity, together with my colleague, who is also an Art teacher, to organize 
extracurricular activities within our school and we started the implementation of a film section and later a puppet 
section. Within this section we included students from 7th grade and we could see that during the implementation 
of these activities, the students really became closer with each other. It was during the final implementation of this 
activity last week, as my colleague mentioned that he noticed the students who initially did not want to sit next to 
each other, we grouped them during the activities, and now we see that before we get into the classroom they group 
themselves and mix from different classes.

Also, these courses offered us a lot of opportunities to learn new ways and approach to work with students from 
different ethnic groups. It was new for me, and also for my colleague. The good part was that we could and practically 
apply what we have learned here in the center, and later in our school to transfer and collaboration with my colleague 
to practice, to update and to see all the benefits for us as teachers and students also be transferred to other colleagues 
who showed great enthusiasm to engage in the basic training of the Nansen Dialogue Centre.

The good part was that we could practically apply what we have learned here in the center, and later implement it 
in our school and in collaboration with my colleague to practice, update and see all the benefits for us as teachers 
and students also, to convey to other colleagues who showed great enthusiasm to engage in the basic training of the 
Nansen Dialogue Centre.

It was the model itself that left the biggest impression on me because it provides opportunity to tandem teachers by 
using the language of the ethnic group they speak, to apply it within the regular curriculum. It is one of the greatest 
benefits because neither of the ethnic groups is imposed and it allows a spontaneous communication especially 
through play which is given special emphasis during these activities.

I hope that we will have further opportunity to advance and to convey our experiences that we have acquired and 
already practically apply. However, I hope that this model will find many applications in every environment with 
students from different ethnic groups because it really brings a very big contribution especially for our students.

Daniela Apostolovska
PS Bratstvo – Migeni,  Tetovo

As implementer of the Nansen model activities I can say that I am very pleased because 
in your training center I gained many experiences that I can successfully convey to the 
students, working in tandem, teamwork with my tandem and working in both languages 
used for the activities in our school. The students gladly accept work with great motivation 
in realizing our ideas and activities and reflected as a homogeneous structure to them, in 
getting to know each other. Our school was a challenge for the Nansen model because we 

function in separate objects. Macedonian teaching is stationed in the displaced school of the sports center, and the 
central school in another building and we managed to bring the children closer together through the Nansen model, 
to introduce them to each other and restart the multiculturalism and unity in our school.

Overall, I can say that the advanced level was a big step in the implementation of the activities, where we acquired 
higher competences for successful implementation of all the activities that we plan together with the Nansen team.
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Maјa Miteva- Petrovska
PS Nikola Karev, Krusevo

For 5 years I have been involved in the educational process and at the beginning there 
was a great challenge to work in classes with Albanian teaching language and ever since 
then, 5 years ago, it has been a constant challenge to work with those students and, in 
some way, to approach the Macedonian culture, and at the same time to me as an English 
teacher and to the other students of Macedonian nationality to approach the Albanian 
culture and all of us together to function in the educational process in our school.

It is a model which is new in our educational process, but I think that this is just the beginning and that the future of 
this same model is the future of our educational process. That is why the Ministry of Education and Science included 
us as teachers in this model and the basics of that model are exactly according to the Nansen model for integrated 
education.

Our school is involved in the realization of extracurricular activities, and also realization of free student activities. In 
2 local schools in our municipality there are free student activities conducted in Albanian language, which means 
that work is conducted with Macedonian and Albanian students, whereas in our central school there are free student 
activities conducted in Macedonian and Vlach language. So, there is a teacher of Vlach language and a teacher of 
Macedonian language working and this is something new that we hope will be included in the Nansen Dialogue 
Centre program in the future. So, to design a program in Vlach language in order to include the Vlach language in these 
activities because in our school teaching is conducted in Macedonian and Albanian language and Vlach language is 
optionally taught.

Tandem work is exactly what is challenging for me and what I want to improve in the future in order to apply it in the 
implementation of the free student activities at our school.

Sihana Kaba- Kasami
PS Kiril i Metodij, Tetovo

After I completed the basic level training for integrated education, I was very motivated 
to continue a step further by enrolling in the advanced level training program which I 
successfully completed. The advanced level training program provided us with in-depth 
insight to certain specifics of integrated education by using international experience and 
by analyzing the local educational context.

I was very happy with the results from the program content from which I learned many 
new techniques and methods that I started to apply not only during the extracurricular activities but also in the regular 
teaching process as well. Since 2014, I am included in the project Nansen model for integrated education within the PS 
Bratstvo Migeni in Tetovo and I must conclude that the integrated extracurricular activities that are part of the Nansen 
model project are very beneficial not only for the students, but also for the parents and for us as teachers. 

The Annual programs drafted by NDC Skopje together with the training program carried out within the Training 
Centre lead us towards establishing new and contemporary standards in the Macedonian educational system based 
on equality and respect for diversity.

Because I come from and live in a multiethnic environment in which diversity breathes in every corner of our city, I 
think that this kind of joint walking of all ethnicities and meeting each other will overcome prejudices. By becoming 
familiar with the differences, I think that stereotypes would be bridged over because ignorance of both cultures leads 
to stereotypes. We hope that this model for integrated education will make us promoters of multiculturalism and unity 
in our community in the future.
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In the period April 1- May 28, 2015, the Training Centre within NDC Skopje organized the practical modules 
within the basic level training for integrated education intended for the participants of Group 6, 7, 8, and 9. 
The last and most important part of the part of the practical modules was the practical implementation of the 
Nansen model for integrated education activities in the Nansen model schools. 

The participants, organized in bilingual tandems had the task to plan and carry out an integrated extracurricular 
activity in one of the schools included in the Nansen model project. 

This was an excellent opportunity for the participants to practice the theoretical part of the training modules 
and practically apply the acquired skills in a real multicultural and bilingual school setting. 

Thanks to the teacher tandems and students included in the project there was a wonderful welcoming 
atmosphere.

Implementation of practical modules, realization of 
NMIE for Group 6, 7, 8 and 9
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On May 5, 2015 Group 10 participants attended the practical modules of the basic level training for 
integrated education. The practical modules were organized in the PS Goce Delcev in Gostivar, whereas 
the integrated extracurricular activity was carried out by teachers Gabriela Merdzanoska and Nagihan 
Snopce.  The practical module was consisted of observation of the integrated bilingual extracurricular 
activity implemented according the Nansen model.

NDC Mostar in partnership with NDC Skopje implements the project “Training for teachers on integrated 
education” which includes 18 teachers and school principals in the capacity building program aiming to 
promote integrated education in Herzegovina – Neretva Canton. The project is financially supported by 
the Royal Norwegian Embassy in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Joint project with NDC Mostar: Realization of 
practical modules for Group 10 participants
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On June 2, 2015 Group 10 participants from 
Stolac, Prozor/Rama and Mostar were awarded 
certificates for successful completion of the 
basic level training for integrated education. 
The event was attended by the Minister for 
Education of Herzegovina – Neretva Canton, 
Mr. Zlatko Hadžiomerović, NDC Skopje 
Executive Director, Mr. Sasho Stojkovski, NDC 
Mostar Executive Director, Mr. Elvir Đuliman, 
NDC Skopje Training Centre Manager, Ms. 
Biljana Krsteska- Papic, NDC Skopje Project 

Manager, Mr. Veton Zekolli and NDC Skopje Coordinator for Education, Ms. Sonaj Bilal.
NDC Mostar in partnership with NDC Skopje implements the project “Training for teachers on integrated 
education” which includes 18 teachers and school principals in the capacity building program aiming to 
promote integrated education in Herzegovina – Neretva Canton. The project is financially supported by 
the Royal Norwegian Embassy in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
The basic level training program was drafted and structured to enable the teachers to learn about the 
characteristics, specifics and acquisitions of the Nansen model for integrated education, and to develop 
skills for successful realization of integrated activities in schools with multiethnic structure of students.
The teachers included in the project will be responsible for the implementation of integrated education 
programs according to the Nansen model in their respective schools starting from the next school year.

Joint project with NDC Mostar: Awarding of Certificates for 
Group 10 participants

I express my gratitude towards Nansen Dialogue Centre in Mostar and Nansen Centre in Skopje. After 
completing the training modules within the program, primarily in Skopje and here in Mostar, we are 
enriched with new skills, I can say that we learned different methods, principles, approach towards 
children and how to work in multi-ethnic communities. I think we returned home enriched with more 
knowledge.

Slavko Bilic, Principal of PS Marko Marulic, Prozor/Rama

I was pleased to participate in these workshops, the seminar in Skopje and here in Mostar. Socializing 
was at a nice level, we learned many things and I hope that we will apply them in our schools, and 
integrated education will truly be revived.

Adem Haracic, Principal of First primary school Stolac, Stolac

In the past 3 months, we visited Skopje twice and we had perfect trainings where we learned a lot, 
as well as here in Mostar. All trainings were very educational, very motivating and I hope we will 
manage to implement what we have devised.

Emina Benca, pedagogue at PS Alija Isakovic, Prozor/ Rama

Above all, I think that this cycle, agenda for integrated education that we had in the period February- 
June 2015, brought many new insights and certainly confirmed the current. I believe that during 
future work and cooperation, the work in schools and with students, for the parent-student relation 
will bring a lot of progress and I as an individual can contribute with my work, but also other 
individuals who participated in the entire project. 

Mario Bubalo, teacher at Secondary traffic school, Mostar
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Summary calendar of Training Centre - Nansen 
model for Integrated Education activities for 
the period March - June 2015

• April 16, 2015 - Basic training, Group 7 - lectures with local experts, prof. Zoran Velkovski, Ph.D. 

• April 28, 2015 - Basic training (project with MoES), Group 11 - workshop 3 

• April 29, 2015 - Basic training, Group 8 - lectures with local experts, prof. Florina Shehu, Ph.D.

• April 29, 2015 - Awarding of advanced level certificates - Groups 3, 4 and 5

• April 30, 2015 - Basic training, Group 9 - lectures with local experts, prof. Florina Shehu, Ph.D.

• May 4, 2015 - Basic training (project with NDC Mostar), Group 10 - workshop 5

• May 5, 2015 - Basic training (project with NDC Mostar), Group 10 - practical modules in PS Goce 
Delcev Gostivar

• May 20, 2015 - Basic Training - Group 8, lectures with local experts - prof. Zoran Velkovski, Ph.D.

• May 21, 2015 - Basic Training - Group 9, lectures with local experts - prof. Zoran Velkovski, Ph.D. 

• April- May, 2015 - Practical modules, implementation of NMIE activities - Groups 6, 7, 8 and 9   

• June 1, 2015 - Basic training (project with NDC Mostar), Group 10 - workshop 6

• June 2, 2015 - Basic training (project with NDC Mostar), Group 10 - workshop 7

• June 2, 2015 - Awarding of basic level certificates - Group 11 (project with NDC Mostar)

• June 12, 2015 - Basic training (project with MoES), Group 11 workshop 4

• June 16, 2015 - Basic training (project with MoES), Group 11 workshop 5
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During the month of May, 2015, project activities were carried out in three primary schools that organized 
integrated activities according to the Nansen model for integrated education methodology. The activities 
were planned, organized and carried out in the PS Niloka Karev- Krusevo by teachers Zaharica Rujanoska, 
Maja Miteva and Todorka Nane, in PS Straso Pindzur- v. Kalauzlija by teachers Gordana Barbaska and Bekir 
Huseinov, PS Kiril i Metodija in v. Kanatlarci by teachers Darko Taleski and Ferdi Bulut. 

The activities were planned and organized according to particular sections derived from the Annual programs 
for integrated extracurricular activities drafted by NDC Skopje. The interest of the students for participation 
in the project activities has increased significantly within the schools, therefore NDC Skopje will continue 
to support such initiatives in the schools that are not directly included in the project Nansen model for 
integrated education. 

Project activities according to Nansen model 
methodology

NANSEN MODEL
for integrated education activities
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Nansen Dialogue Centre Skopje organized 
an excursion for the students included in 
the project Nansen model for integrated 
education in the PS Liria, Tetovo. The students 
accompanied by their teachers and NDC 
staff visited the Skopje Zoo and attended 
a cinema projection. The excursion was a 
wonderful opportunity for the students to 
socialize and enjoy the program foreseen 
within the project activities. The excursion 
was financed by NDC Skopje and is foreseen 
in the Annual programs for integrated 
extracurricular activities.

Students from PS Liria excursion in Skopje

Marking the end of the school year in the Nansen model schools

In order to mark the end of the school year in the schools included in the project Nansen model for 
integrated education, NDC Skopje organized various activities for the students and school staff with the 
goal of offering fun and relaxing activities as the end of the school year 2014/2015 is approaching. The 
activities were organized by the following schedule:

May 19, 2015 Mini Olympics in the PS Goce Delcev in Konce
May 26, 2015 Puppet show in the PS Nikola Karev in v. Borino and v. Sazhdevo, Krusevo
May 27, 2015 Puppet show in the PS Goce Delcev in Konce
May 28, 2015 Pantomimic performance in PS Bratstvo - Migeni in Tetovo
May 28, 2015 Puppet show in PS Goce Delcev in Gostivar
June 3, 2015 Students performance with Group 1 students in PS Liria, Tetovo 
June 5, 2015 Students performance with Group 2 students in PS Liria, Tetovo 
June 8, 2015 Students performance with Group 1 students in PS Goce Delcev, Gostivar
June 9, 2015 Students performance with Group 2 students in PS Goce Delcev, Gostivar
June 10, 2015 Certificate ceremony - 5 years NMIE in PS Marsal Tito, Strumica 
June 12, 2015 Students performance in PS Ali Bektashi, Bujanovac
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On June 10, 2015 Nansen Dialogue Centre Skopje 
organized a certificate ceremony for the students and 
teachers included in the project Nansen model for 
integrated education in PS Marshal Tito, Strumica in the 
period 2010 - 2015.

On the event, the students and teachers were addressed 
by NDC Skopje Executive Director, Sasho Stojkovski, 
Training Centre Manager, Biljana Krsteska-Papic who 
expressed their impressions and perspectives from the 

implementation of the Nansen model for integrated education in the PS Marshal Tito in Strumica 
Municipality. Besides awarding certificates to the students included in the project, NDC Skopje awarded 
Certificates of gratitude to teachers Ljubinka Cvetanova, Mejdin Usinov and Daniela Miteva who were 
the implementers of integrated extracurricular activities in the PS Marshal Tito in Strumica. During their 
keynote address, the teachers shared their impressions related to the benefits of the Nansen model for 
integrated education and the positive results achieved during the five year period of its implementation. 
Due to the excellent cooperation with the department for education within the Municipality of Strumica, 
NDC Skopje also awarded a Certificate of gratitude to Sonja Curlinova, retired municipal representative 
from the education department. During her speech, Mrs. Curlinova reiterated the necessity for integrated 
education initiatives that need to be supported by all stakeholders.

Marking 5 years Nansen model for integrated 
education in Strumica

Nansen model highlight
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Being a teacher – implementer of the Nansen model for integrated education is a big transformation for the 
teacher itself, it’s a big challenge and the teacher has great benefits. As teachers, we transformed from teachers 
that implement classical work into modern teachers that could implement classes through different activities. 
That way we learned traditions and cultures of both nations and we proved that barriers shouldn’t exist. Actually, 
the differences should bring children closer. As teachers I think we showed and proved a lot. From a teacher – I we 
transformed into a teacher – we. We shared different experiences, we collaborated and we looked into the ideas 
together. The trainings that we have completed here in the Nansen Dialogue Center helped us a lot to transform 
into a team or a tandem in the implementation of the extracurricular activities. 

Daniela Miteva, teacher - NMIE implementer

In the first grade, when we started the project, we built the bases of a house where one big family lived, a 
family where everyone is equal, everyone respects each other and are example for the neighbors, friends and 
acquaintances. The students tried very hard, they worked, played together, got to know each other gradually 
and raised new values. Together we showed that we can achieve much more and that together we are stronger. 
The school was our second home and we as teachers together with the students became motivators and 
implementers of a program, after which we became recognized not only in the Municipality but out of it too. 
The children proved that friendship has no limits, no religion or nation. They proved that they are able to respect 
each other and become a real example for the rest. The students are our pride, pride of Nansen Dialogue Center 
Skopje and pride of the Municipality. 

Mejdin Usinov, teacher - NMIE implementer

As teachers who realize the regular teaching process, through this project we understood that it is not important 
for the students to learn only about the teaching contents, but to learn more about each other. 

We recommend this experience to all the future teachers because it’s not only important for the students to gain 
basic knowledge but also to learn about each other, to learn what a real friendship is and to be able to transfer 
their experiences to their friends in the future.

It was a big challenge for us, something new, interesting, something that will help us to upgrade ourselves 
and to develop our carrier in the educational process. I can say that in the beginning we were a team that was 
always supported by those people who respect and appreciate our work. We reached a level where all the other 
colleagues that respect us appreciated our work as teachers. It was a lot of hard work and great engagement 
was needed for us to make sure that all the students are included in all activities as well as to choose activities 
that are adequate for the age and to the daily activity. When a team comes together and chooses what’s best for 
team and the class of students – than the success is guaranteed. 

Ljubinka Cvetanova, teacher - NMIE implementer



15

Distinguished teacher tandem award for 
school year 2014/2015

One of the main events that marked the school year was the nomination and selection of the most 
successful bilingual teacher tandems who are the implementers of integrated extracurricular activities 
according to the Nansen model for integrated education. 

The distinguished teacher tandems were selected based on the outstanding results achieved during the 
planning and implementation of integrated activities that were confirmed by the external evaluators’ 
observation of activities and the regular observations carried out by the NDC Skopje team for education, 
training and development. 

In an event organized on June 10, 2015, NDC Skopje presented the distinguished teacher tandems 
who were awarded certificates for the continuous successful implementation of the Nansen model for 
integrated education during the school year 2014/2015. The certificates were awarded to: Zujca Stojanova 
and Deniz Redzepov from PS Goce Delcev – Konce, Gabriela Merdzanoska and Nagihan Snopce from PS 
Goce Delcev – Gostivar, Radica Acevska and Mirsada Idrizi from PS Liria – Tetovo.
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This recognition represents a pleasure and a great joy for me and my colleague too, this will be a great 
motivation for us to continue working successfully in the future. Nansen model for integrated education is 
applied within our school since November of last school year, we work with 40 students in two groups. The 
children are already integrated, they love each other, socialize, help and respect each other and I am certain 
we have achieved our goals.    

Our experience goes back 20 years ago, we have worked together since our very first start in education, we 
know each other, for five years I have worked within the school where I was teaching Macedonian language 
to Albanian students, we cooperate since then and all this is supplemented, whereas now with the Nansen 
model for integrated education our cooperation has increased, we plan the activities together, prepare the 
displays, we paraphrase, i.e. we do everything together. 

Gabriela Merdzanoska, MPS Goce Delcev - Gostivar

I feel delighted working with my colleague and the students and the recognition awarded by Nansen 
dialogue Centre Skopje will be a great motivation for us to continue with our mutual commitment towards 
promotion and support of integrated education. We are witnessing multiple benefits from the Nansen 
model for integrated education in our classes, the students are very active and look forward to the integrated 
extracurricular activities. 

I think that language is not a big hindrance, because most of the students speak Macedonian, and children 
who do not understand it well communicate with their school mates using mimics and gestures. 

Nagihan Snopce, MPS Goce Delcev - Gostivar
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Indeed this was a great surprise for us because we joined this project during the second semester of the current 
school year and for a very short timeframe we managed to mark our success, of course with the help and support 
of the NDC Skopje team, we express our gratitude towards the team for their positive motivation which they 
expressed during our work and we hope that this will continue further and our work to be even more fruitful. 

Our tandem and team cooperation was in a satisfactory level, we had an excellent cooperation, we planned 
the realization of the integrated activities and I think that our positive energy expressed through our tandem 
cooperation was positively reflected towards the students, recently, the students included in the project react 
positively towards our tandem, as a whole, both classes are like merged unity. 

Radica Acevska, MPS Liria - Tetovo

Likewise my colleague, I am also very happy for this recognition awarded to us by Nansen Dialogue Center Skopje 
which presents our work for the past three months in a beautiful and true light.  Working with children from two 
different ethnic groups requires dedication so that these children can have better future.  

Collaborating with my colleague Radica, even though we have been working together for more than 15 years in 
the same school, this year the Nansen project brought us even more together which influenced our work to be 
much more productive and I believe that we will continue the good work in the future.  

Mirsada Idrizi, MPS Liria - Tetovo
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We are honored and proud to be one among the three most successful tandems for this school year. This 
recognition will be a reminder and our motivation for even more successful realization of future activities, we 
will strive to include the students even more, to be an example for the students, teachers with whom we work as 
well as the community where our school is located. 

Cooperation is necessary in order to succeed, to have person near you that can help you implement the ideas 
together, These activities cannot be implemented is there is no cooperation between two teachers within the 
tandem, firstly, we represent a model of behavior for the students they learn from us, we are their models, 
cooperation is necessary and it has influence on the students and is a motivation for then to collaborate, help each 
other, to provide support to each other, we cooperate successfully even though we speak different languages.
I think that the language should not be an obstacle, it is necessary to have a good will, effort and respect and we 
can understand each other very well. Me as a teacher who does not speak Turkish language, I try to learn several 
words so I can follow up with my tandem, in that way I can be included in that particular language, although 
I think that it’s not an obstacle if you don’t know the other language, the way of communicating, non-verbal 
communication, collaboration, the daily preparation mean a lot. 

Zujca Stojanova, MPS Goce Delcev - Konce

I am very happy to participate in this project, because in this project I saw big achievements for the children. 
Now we can see that children like these activities much more, they like being together, they play together very 
well, they understand each other better, and before they could not communicate this easily among themselves. 
Nowadays because they know each other very well they do not hesitate to ask for something, they ask very openly, 
and if they have a problem they solve it. Teacher Zujca and I understand each other very well, we collaborate, 
if there is a problem we solve it and we share. This way we are a good example for the students, they follow our 
steps and behave like us and have even better time together. When you want to do something it is necessary to 
collaborate because you cannot do everything by yourself, sometimes certain things are done with a little help, 
you can try doing it by yourself but you cannot go far, but when you are offered help in hand, with help you do 
things faster, and students see all this, they understand it and feel it. During our activities we use certain words 
and children learn certain words they hear every day and ask what they mean. For example, Turkish students 
learn Macedonian the same way, and it is not that difficult for them to understand a certain word or sentence 
when they hear because they hear them every day and that is how they learn. I think that there will not be any 
problems until they continue to collaborate and respect each other.         

Deniz Redzepov, MPS Goce Delcev - Konce
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On June 19 and 22, 2015, the Director of the 
Foundation for Integrated Education Mr. Veton 
Zekolli presented the prizes to the distinguished 
teacher tandems for school year 2014/2015 - 
nominated and selected by Nansen dialogue Centre 
Skopje. The “Distinguished teacher tandem” award is 
established for the first time this year with the goal of 
giving recognition and support to the teachers who 
have demonstrated professionalism, dedication 
and continuous qualitative implementation of the 
integrated education programs according to the 
Nansen model for integrated education in their 
respective schools.

On this occasion, the Foundation for Integrated Education awarded laptops to the teachers who were 
nominated and selected by NDC Skopje as the best teacher tandems for school year 2014/2015. The award 
will be traditionally presented each year by the Foundation for Integrated Education in partnership with 
Nansen dialogue Centre Skopje with the goal of identifying, supporting and promoting distinguished 
teachers in the area of integrated education.

Foundation for Integrated Education awards the 
distinguished teacher tandems for 2014/2015
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On April 15, 2015, NDC Skopje hosted a group of 
professors and History students from the University 
of Groningen, the Netherlands. The students and the 
professors attended presentations prepared by NDC 
Skopje Executive Director, Sasho Stojkovski, Project 
Manager Veton Zekolli, and PR Coordinator, Mirlinda 
Alemdar. 

The visitors had the opportunity to learn more about 
the history of NDC Skopje, the program for dialogue and 

reconciliation, Nansen model for integrated education as well as the purpose and goals of the Training 
Centre for integrated education. NDC Skopje representatives shared the experience and perspectives 
related to integrated education as a tool for dialogue and conflict prevention.

Students from the Netherlands visit NDC Skopje

In the period April 20-22, 2015 representatives of the 
VSS Kuben from Oslo together with distinguished 
students from the school visited the VSS Mosha Pijade 
in Tetovo. The goal of the visit was establishing mutual 
cooperation for collaborative initiatives between both 
schools and NDC Skopje. The Kuben representatives met 
with the principal of VSS Mosha Pijade, as well as with the 
professors and students included in the joint mediation 
and conflict resolution groups. 

During the visit, Kuben Upper Secondary school, Nansen 
Dialogue Centre Skopje and VSS Mosha Pijade drafted 
the concept of mutual application for peer mediation 
program that will be implemented starting October 
2015. The goal of the project is to enable the target 
group participants to build the necessary skills and 
competences in the area of mediation and nonviolent 
communication. The project will enable exchange of 
experience between the beneficiaries with the goal of 

establishing best practices for peer mediation and conflict resolution at school communities. The peer 
mediators to be pilots in their local communities, and bring the skills they learn into practice in other 
settings. The project will provide high quality learning experiences through carefully structured capacity 
building program and follow up activities.

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
AND INITIATIVES

Representatives from VSS Kuben in a working visit to 
VSS Mosha Pijade in Tetovo
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In the period June 24- 28, 2015 teachers Zujca Stojanova from PS Goce Delcev- Konce, Nijare Sulejmani and 
Ajse Ljoki from PS Liria Tetovo attended the study visit within the project “Ponti di Solidarieta” organized 
by the Association Piccolo Fiore in Italy and supported by NDC Skopje. Besides the participants from 
Macedonia, the project included participants from Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Lebanon, Kosovo and 
Palestine.

The aim of the study visit project was to highlight the need for better care for persons with disabilities 
and to present the work of several organizations that deal with the issue of socialization and education of 
persons with disabilities.

The organizers introduced the participants with Casa Lions community which houses people with 
disabilities and organizes workshop where young people create various items. The participants also visited 
Giovanni XXIII association and Aias family that cares for persons with disabilities.

The volunteers from the Centre for autism in Candelo presented their activities, facilities, materials and 
funds that work as well as the methods which enable children with autism to have an independent life.

The study visit enabled the teachers to get more closely acquainted with the methods of work and support 
of disabled persons in Italy and in countries which had representatives, to exchange experiences, to define 
the problems that disabled people face in everyday life, but also helped participants learn more about the 
importance of  people that commit towards helping people with disabilities who require assistance, as 
their motivation, enthusiasm and awareness of such problems is at high level. 

The Association Piccolo Fiore was established in 1984 in order to support the Humanitarian organization Domus 
Laetitiae. The associations’ actions are directed towards activities that support social solidarity, mainly in the 
field of inclusion and support of persons with disability. The association collaborates closely with other groups 
and voluntary organizations in the local community and is a member of the Volunteers Social Council for City 
of Biella, Italy.

The official cooperation between Nansen Dialogue Centre Skopje and the Association Piccolo Fiore was initially 
established in October 2014 when the associations’ representatives contacted NDC Skopje office in order to 
explore possibilities for cooperation and exchange of experience between the two organizations, particularly in 
the field of educational programs.

Cooperation with the association Piccolo Fiore- teachers 
attend study visit to Italy
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During the period March- June 2015, Nansen dialogue Centre Skopje in partnership with the Ministry of 
education and science implemented a series of activities within the project “Multiethnic concept in edu-
cation”. The project is financed by the Norwegian Ministry of foreign affairs and is consisted of thee core 
components: 

• Inclusion of multiethnic vocational secondary schools in the Nansen model for integrated education 
and improvement of the conditions for realization of practical lessons;

• Initiative for advancement of the teachers’ profession;
• Initiative for creating the concept for intercultural education.
The goal of Component 1 is to enable successful integration of students, parents and teachers from differ-
ent ethnic communities through capacity building programs and integrated education activities as well as 
improving infrastructural and technical conditions in the vocational secondary schools in order to improve 
the teaching quality. All program activities are carefully planned and structured in a way to address the 
issues that the current educational system is facing in Macedonia and offer new approaches and programs 
that will enhance inter-ethnic integration and tolerance, promote inclusion and build the competences of 
education stakeholders on multicultural education, inclusion and anti-bias approach to education.

The goal of Component 2 is to strengthen and advance the teachers profession in preschool, primary and 
secondary education in the R. of Macedonia. The process will include a thorough analysis of educational 
offers and documentation, capacities for training of educators and teachers, as well as interviews with 
project stakeholders.
The fields of research will also include the contemporary trends of the teachers’ profession in Europe and 
globally, structural changes in the higher education institutions, revisions of study programs, the capaci-
ties of the higher education institutions, etc.

The goal of Component 3 is to draft the “Concept for Intercultural Education” with the goal of developing 
concrete recommendations and specific set of activities that would be implemented on a national level in 
order to enable and support the development process and implementation of intercultural education in 
macro and micro-level.

In the period March- June 2015 the working groups for all three components worked intensively on draft-
ing the concrete frameworks of activities and planning in order to ensure the timely implementation of 
the project components.

Implementation of the joint project with MoES- 
Multiethnic concept in education
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Beginning of the Training program for Group 11 participants

On May 22, 2015 Group 11 participants from the vocational secondary schools that are included in the project 
“Multiethnic concept in education” attended the practical modules from the basic level training for integrated 
education. 

During the practical modules, the participants had the opportunity to observe an integrated bilingual extracurricular 
activity carried out by Ms. Svetlana Ristoska and Gezim Ibrahimi. The practical modules provide a detailed insight 
to the Nansen model methodology, specifically focusing on the most important elements: applying the game 
component, bilingual approach with paraphrasing and tandem cooperation. Group 11 participants will also 
complete the second part of the practical program consisted of planning and practical realization of an integrated 
extracurricular activity according to the Nansen model for integrated education.

Refurbishing of classrooms and equipping of cabinets in VSS Schools
Starting from the month of June, 2015 the process 
of refurbishment and equipping of classrooms for 
realization of the Nansen model for integrated 
education and the cabinets for practical lessons 
has begun in the following vocational secondary 
schools:

SSCS 8-mi Septemvri – Skopje (1 Nansen classroom 
and 1 cabinet for computer technician)

MVSS Mosha Pijade – Tetovo (1 Nansen classroom 
and 1 cabinet for tourism and hospitality)

MSMS Nikola Shtejn – Tetovo (1 Nansen classroom 
and 1 cabinet for physiotherapy)

The activities in part of the schools include refurbishment and equipping of the classrooms for realization of the 
integrated extracurricular activities according to the Nansen model for integrated education as well as refurbishment 
and equipping of cabinets for realization of practical lessons. The activities are part of Component 1 aiming 
to improve infrastructural and technical conditions in the vocational secondary schools in order to improve the 
teaching quality.
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The project web page featuring the joint project activities implemented in partnership with the 
Ministry of education and science of the Republic of Macedonia was officially launched during the 
month of June 2015. The web page www.moes-ndc.org is available in English, Macedonian and 
Albanian language and contains all the necessary information and news about the project activities 
which are currently being implemented in partnership with MoES and will also contain the mutual 
project activities that will be implemented during the following years.

Launch of project web page

http://www.moes-ndc.org
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