
This lesson is meant to serve as an INTRODUCTION (not an overview) to the 
Progressive Era. Students will learn about how the issues of the Industrial Era led to the 
Progressive era by re-examining the issues of Industrialization. They will examine the 
longevity of those issues and then learn about the types of people who joined the 
Progressive movement and the Progressive presidents. There’s also a fun quiz about 
Teddy Roosevelt. This lesson was written for students who have never studied the 
Progressive Era previously, and who need a  discussion about what Progressivism was 
about before delving into the specific leaders or ideals. 

Great for grades 6 - 9!

Students discuss the issues that 
led to the Progressive Era and the 
types of people that comprised the 
Progressives. Students will answer 
formative assessment questions 
within the lesson. 

What was 
Progressivism?

8.2e Progressive reformers sought 
to address political and social 
issues at the local, state, and 
federal levels of
government between 1890 and 
1920. These efforts brought 
renewed attention to women’s 
rights and the suffrage
movement and spurred the 
creation of government reform 
policies.

Student Sources:

● A copy of the handout (pages 1-3 or just page 4) or a copy of the digital 
activity (as assigned in Google Classroom or through the Pear Deck 
platform).

Teacher Sources:

● Link the printed version of the resource in Google Slides - There are two 
options here. One is a print handout for students that includes the formative 
questions sections (pgs. 1-3) Slide 4 includes a handout that just has the text 
from the presentation. If teachers are presenting the Pear Deck version to 
students, they might want students to have a printed handout for reference. 

● Link to the slideshow for use - editable and it can be adjusted for digital use.

I utilized many resources in the creation of this resource. They include but are not 
limited to the following:

● Give Me Liberty, Eric Foner
● For the Teddy Roosevelt facts, I verified all through various websites, however, 

they originated with the PBS documentary, The Roosevelts. 

Review the lesson, and decide how you would like to proceed. There are options for 
implementation with the digital and print versions. You might want to have students 
complete the lesson on paper as they follow along with the slideshow. Maybe, you 
want to have students complete the lesson through a Pear Deck type program, or just 
through Google Classroom, and answer the questions digitally. I’ve created several 
different versions to help you with this process. There is a print version with the 
questions included, a print version with just the text, and a slideshow where textboxes 
can be added or made Pear Deck compatible. 

This procedure will depend on the way in which teachers decide to present the 
information, however, the lesson itself is fairly simple. Teachers should go through 
the slideshow question by question and discuss possible answers with students. The 
lesson is designed to last one 40 minute class period, and the TD quiz can take 
some of that time. 

NOTE: I did not include the Teddy Roosevelt questions as part of the printed 
version, as those are just for fun. If possible, it’s really fun to have students answer 
independently (either digitally or though a class poll) before providing the answer 
to class. 



Name _______________________________       Period ______

Progressivism is the belief that government action should be used to improve society. The 
Progressive Era came about as a result of the changes that occurred in the United States 
during the rise of Industrialism in Gilded Age.  

Remembering the Era of Industrialization… 
We discussed economic expansion - the Second Industrial Revolution and the rise of big 
business and manufacturing.

What issues arose from 
the newly Industrialized 
United States?  

What issues arose from 
the urbanization of the 
United States? 

What issues arose from 
the new immigration to 
the United States?

Look at the list of issues that resulted from the Industrial Era. Some of these we 
brainstormed, and some we didn’t. As you review the list, add a checkmark to those issues 
that might still exist. 

Poverty
Alcohol Abuse
Pollution
Corrupt Government/ Government 
Officials
Unsafe Products
Corrupt Businesses
Unsafe Working Conditions

Will the Progressives be able to eliminate 
these issues from the U.S.?

We also discussed urbanization and the rise of cities.

We also discussed the new groups of people that came to the United States through 
immigration.


