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Characters Plot Settings Themes and 
values

Key quotations

Example

The 
Lieutenant 
by Kate 
Grenville

• Daniel Rooke

• Tagaran

• Talbot Silk

• Lieutenant
Gardiner

• Warungin,
Boinbar,
Worogan,
Tugear, Boneda
(others in
Tagaran’s tribe)

• Brugden (one of
the prisoners in
the colony)

• Anne and
Bessie Rooke
(Daniel’s sisters)

• Dr Vickery
(the Astronomer
Royal)

• Major Wyatt
(Rooke’s
commander)

• Governor Gilbert,
Captain Gosden,
Lieutenant
Willstead,
Captain Lennox,
Dr Weymark
(others in the
colony)

Rooke’s early years: 
young Rooke is clever 
but shy and awkward; 
finds solace in study; 
hopes to become an 
astronomer. 

Naval training: Rooke 
meets fellow soldier 
Silk; they are both 
wounded in their first 
battle; he convalesces 
at home.

Colonial settlement: 
in the new colony in 
Australia, Rooke makes 
scientific observations, 
hoping to sight a 
predicted comet to 
report home.

Tagaran: Rooke meets 
a young Indigenous girl 
and they learn each 
other’s language.

Moral conflict: 
Gardiner’s regret over 
a violent mission 
against the indigenous 
locals prompts Rooke 
to question his own 
beliefs; on a punitive 
expedition he is forced 
to choose between 
duty to his country and 
loyalty to Tagaran’s 
tribe. 

Conclusion: After being 
discharged from the 
military, Rooke does 
humanitarian work 
in Antigua, where, 
on his deathbed, he 
reflects on his NSW 
experiences.

Portsmouth, England 
during Rooke’s early 
childhood (and after 
his injury).

Portsmouth Naval 
Academy, where 
Rooke attends 
school. 

Boston Harbour, 
where Rooke is 
injured in his first 
naval battle.

Sirius, the fleet ship 
on which Rooke 
travels from England 
to Australia.

New South Wales 
coast, near Botany 
Bay, where the 
fleet settles. 
Important locations 
in New South 
Wales include: the 
barracks, Rooke’s 
observatory and hut, 
Rose Hill (where 
Silk is posted for a 
time) and various 
bush and coastal 
areas around the 
settlement where the 
officers go during 
exploration and 
various missions.

Antigua, where 
Rooke spends his 
life after leaving 
Australia.

Language: 
communication is 
central, especially 
between Rooke and 
Tagaran – an example 
of language bridging 
social divides. 

Compassion and duty: 
Rooke and Gardiner 
struggle to reconcile 
their personal beliefs 
with their military 
obligations when it 
comes to treatment 
of the Indigenous 
people.

Personal transition: 
Rooke learns to turn 
his challenges (e.g. 
academic tendency) 
to strengths 
(astronomy; learning 
a new language) 
rather than 
suffering; he later 
does the same when 
he has to abandon 
a naval career, 
dedicating his life to 
fighting slavery. 

Friendship: Rooke 
shares interests 
and companionship 
with Silk, yet can 
never be fully 
comfortable; with 
Tagaran he shares 
no background, 
but builds a strong 
relationship – 
friendship grows on 
shared intention. 

‘… the service 
of humanity and 
the service of 
His Majesty were 
not congruent.’ 
(pp.248–9)

‘They may be 
savages, we call 
them savages. But 
their feelings are no 
different from ours.’ 
(p.111) 

‘No one … would 
ever forget what 
happened to those 
who did not serve 
and obey.’ (p.29) 

‘He was watching 
one universe in the 
act of encountering 
another.’ (p.137) 

‘There was one 
human, of all the 
humans on this 
spinning globe, 
whose company he 
longed for.’ (p.231)

Note-taking table
Below is an example of a note-taking table containing notes on Kate Grenville's novel The 
Lieutenant.




