
Hurricane Maria has affected the people of 

Puerto Rico devastatingly. Hurricane Maria had 

an environmental effect, almost the whole 

power infrastructure in Puerto Rico went out, 

created water pumps shut down and people 

lost homes which caused migration to other 

states. 

ABSTRACT 

ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT

Hurricane Maria has affected the people of 

Puerto Rico tremendously. The environmental 

effects has caused the migration of many 

Puerto Ricans. The shutdown of many power 

infrastructures had caused water pumps to 

shut down ultimately cutting the clean water 

supplies and leaving many without drinkable 

water. 

INTRODUCTION

Hurricane Maria cause loss of human life,

damage to houses, property and infrastructure, and 

disruption of agriculture and other livelihoods. Puerto 

Ricans decided to move to the US mainland due to 

blackouts, damaged homes, and low water supply; In 2018, 

it was estimated 150,000 Puerto Ricans migrated  away 

from the island.

METHOD

RESOLUTIONS

Hurricane Maria’s devastation in Puerto Rico led 

to a spike in mortality across the U.S. territory, 

with an estimated 2,975 excess deaths in the six 

months after the storm made landfall in 

September 2017. The spike in mortality came as 

the territory dealt with widespread and lengthy 

power outages, a lack of access to adequate 

health care, water insecurity and diseases related 

to the crisis.
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Since the Recovery projects first started in 2018, the Red Cross 

has worked with numerous partners to deliver solutions to these 

challenges in Puerto Rico. Our recovery efforts have included 

four key areas: consistent power, clean water, community health 

and community resiliency. The Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA) approved more than $44 million for assistance to 

individuals and more than $96 million for emergency work in 

response to hurricanes Irma and Maria.FEMA awarded the 

Puerto Rico Electric and Power Authority (PREPA) $54.6 million 

for emergency work.
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