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DRIVING SUSTAINABLE GROWTH
 

A Clean Technology Park for Companies

Trent Research and 
Innovation Park



The Trent Research and Innovation 
Park is the new 85-acre research and 
technology park being developed 
adjacent to Trent University in 
Peterborough, Ontario. We invite you 
to join the extraordinary researchers, 
incredible surroundings and our 
nationally recognized institution to 
grow your company.

Slated to open in 2018, the park will 
build on existing clean tech clusters of 
research, development, and innovation 
activities in Peterborough & the 
Kawarthas, leveraging expertise in 
water-related technologies, contaminant 
analysis, and biomaterials at Trent 
University and surrounding institutions. 

Over the past 50 years, Trent has 
established itself as one of Canada’s 
top post-secondary environmental 

institutions. Building on its strengths 
that have led it to become the university 
of choice for future environmental 
leaders, Trent recently launched the 
Trent School of the Environment.

The Trent School of the Environment 
brings together all the environmental 
expertise to be found at Trent. Where 
some schools focus on a single aspect 
of environmental studies, Trent 
researchers and students can explore 
the full range of how we experience 
the environment: through water, 
air, soil, climate, food and our 
interactions with all living things. 

Our industry partners and students 
will have the opportunity to converge 
this knowledge with applied research 
activities at the new Trent Research 
and Innovation Park.

The Trent Research and Innovation Park is where clean 

tech companies focused in water, contaminant analysis 

and biomaterials can access the highly-specialized 

talent, facilities and support they need to grow. 

Trent Research and Innovation Park

PROPOSED PLAN FOR 
TRENT RESEARCH AND 

INNOVATION PARK



Clean Technology 

Technologies that reduce negative 
environmental impacts, with a particular 
focus on sustainable agriculture, energy 
storage, green transportation.

Wastewater Technology

The removal of physical, chemical 
and/or biological contaminants from 
wastewater, allowing it to be reused 
or returned to the water cycle with 
minimal environmental issues.  

Biomaterials 

Processed or engineered products 
obtained partially or fully from 
renewable bio-based resources 
including natural fibre composites, 
bioplastics, biorubbers, biofoams, 
bioadhesives, and bioinks.

OUR FOCUS

OUR SECTORS 
OF STRENGTH

ACCESS OUR RESEARCH EXPERTISE

WATER: THE CORE OF 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

HIGH TOUCH. HIGH IMPACT.

The Trent Research and Innovation Park will be a point of 
convergence for academic and industry partners that are 
driving advancements in water, wastewater treatment, 
contaminant analysis and biomaterials. 

Trent Research and Innovation Park tenants will be able to tap into the 
wealth of research assets at Trent University, University of Ontario Institute 
of Technology, and Fleming College – institutions that are home to highly-
specialized expertise and infrastructure in water, contaminant analysis 
and biomaterials. Ranked the # 2 undergraduate research university in 
Canada in 2016, Trent University is poised to welcome tenants to the Park.

Over $75 million in modern laboratories and research equipment. 
• The Water Quality Centre at Trent University is the most comprehensive 

mass spectrometry facility in Canada.   
• The Centre for Alternative Wastewater Treatment at Fleming College is 

an internationally-recognized research institute.  
• The Trent Centre for Biomaterials Research at Trent University is one of 

only a handful of laboratories of its kind in the world.  
• Peterborough-Kawarthas-Haliburton has been designated as a Regional 

Centre of Expertise (RCE) on Education for Sustainable Development by 
the United Nations University as endorsed by UNESCO. One of 8 RCEs in 
all of Canada.

 

• $38.5 M in federal, provincial and internal laboratory investment relating 
to research and innovation projects in recent years.

• 9 Canada Research Chairs that bring in almost $1 million annually in 
federal government funding.

• More than 70 faculty conducting research related to the environment 
and biosciences

Specialized, ready-to-hire clean tech talent for your company.
Trent University has one of the largest Environmental & Life Sciences graduate 
programs in Canada with over 175 grad students per year –  a huge source 
of market-ready graduates for full-time work or students looking for co-op 
programs and undergraduate student internships.  

Knowledge transfer opportunities. 
All three research institutions are involved in knowledge transfer through 
collaboration and licensing. In 2014-2015 alone, our institutions were home 
to collaborative research projects worth $2.7 million in federal government 
funding from Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council (NSERC). 
Industry partners include: Envision SQ Inc., AQUA Treatment Technologies, 
Greyter Water Systems, Real Tech Inc., Make-Way Environmental Technologies 
Inc., Denison Mines Corp., CAMECO Corp, and more. 

Water is at the heart of food and energy security and 
human and environmental health. Global water demand 
continues to grow, driven by population growth, 
urbanization, food and energy security policies, and 
macro-economic processes such as trade globalization, 
changing diets and increasing consumption. 

At Trent University and the new Trent Research and 
Innovation Park, you can expect more. We are a niche 
research institution and we like it that way. It means we 
can provide focused attention to our industry partners that 
result in the highest impact. Our commitment is to provide 
you with a high touch approach to helping you accelerate 
your research project - and your business. 

Trent Research and Innovation Park
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Locating at a research and innovation park makes 
companies more competitive through cooperative R&D, 
shared facilities, and the benefits derived from co-location 
with like-minded companies and organizations. 

A research and innovation park is more than just a real estate 
development. It’s a community of innovation where ideas, 
connections and opportunities converge and companies 
gain important links to government and academic 
partners. Plus, you’ll gain access to Highly Qualified 
Personnel (HQP)and a national research and innovation 
park network that connects to global soft landing 
exchanges and programming.

When you become a tenant of the park, your 
company will immediately be connected into the 
community. We’ll link you with our support from 
our park network of partners such as– the City of 
Peterborough and Peterborough & the Kawarthas 
Economic Development (PKED). Locating next to 
Trent University will give your company immediate 
and constant opportunities to interact and work 
with faculty, research staff and students. Plus, we’ll 
introduce you into key political circles, providing 
you links to our MP, MPP, Mayor, City Councillors, 
County Warden & Council. PKED will help you develop 
strategic partnerships with federal and provincial 
development agencies, local industry supply chains, 
and export agencies.

WHY LOCATE IN A RESEARCH AND 
INNOVATION PARK?

RAPIDLY INTEGRATE INTO OUR 
INNOVATION ECOSYSTEM 

Trent Research and Innovation Park

SUPPORT TO GROW YOUR BUSINESS 

In addition to gaining access to our unparalleled research 
assets, becoming a tenant at the Trent Research and 
Innovation Park means that you’ll get the business 
support you need to grow. Through PKED, you’ll receive 
complimentary business expansion support. We’ll help 
you with: 

• Business planning and assessments.
• Connecting to staffing and training agencies.
• Access market research and economic information 

about the region. 
• Identify funding options and connect with 

incentive programs.
• Develop your funding proposal and provide letters of 

support for your proposal.

PKED works closely with the Innovation Cluster. The 
Innovation Cluster is a not-for-profit organization 
that provides advisory services and access to angel 
investment. The Cube, operated by the Innovation 
Cluster, is 10,000+ square feet of incubator and 
accelerator space providing companies at all stages 
of growth with the tools, mentorship and operational 
support to be successful. 

Plus there’s more. Take advantage of additional funding 
support through the Peterborough Region Angel 
Network, the Peterborough Chamber of Commerce, 
Community Futures Peterborough, and the Business 
Development Bank of Canada. 

“We are going to change the way the 
world treats water and we want to do 
that right here in Peterborough. We 
have an aggressive growth strategy 
that will help us become the green 
tech leader in this f ield. Noblegen 
was incubated in the community and 
we want to build on our foundation in 
this region while creating jobs and 
growing the green economy”

Co-founders Andressa Lacerda and 
Adam Noble removing pollutants from 
groundwater by using algae.
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– Adam Noble

A LIVING LAB FOR WATER INNOVATION 
With over 150 lakes in Peterborough & the Kawarthas, The Trent Research and 
Innovation Park will be a living lab for our community to innovate and commercialize 
revolutionary water-related technology for companies and communities.

MEET OUR FIRST TENANT

http://peterboroughed.ca/
http://peterboroughed.ca/
http://www.innovationcluster.ca/
http://www.peterboroughangels.ca/criteria/
http://www.peterboroughangels.ca/criteria/
http://www.peterboroughchamber.ca/what-we-do1.html
https://www.bdc.ca/en/bdc-capital/growth-transition-capital/pages/default.aspx
https://www.bdc.ca/en/bdc-capital/growth-transition-capital/pages/default.aspx
https://www.bdc.ca/en/bdc-capital/growth-transition-capital/pages/default.aspx


Neil Emery 

VP Research and Innovation

Trent University

705-748-1011 ext. 7601

nemery@trentu.ca

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A TENANT?   

CONTACT US TO LEARN MORE.

John Knight 

Mgr,Corporate Research Partnerships 

Trent University

705-748-1011 ext. 7374

johnknight@trentu.ca

Matthew Braithwaite

Business Development Lead

Peterborough & the Kawarthas 

Economic Development

705-743-0777 ext. 2126

mbraithwaite@peterboroughed.ca

https://www.trentu.ca/research/contact.php
https://www.trentu.ca/research/contact.php
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=nemery@trentu.ca
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=johnknight@trentu.ca
https://www.trentu.ca/research/contact.php
https://www.trentu.ca/research/contact.php
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=mbraithwaite@peterboroughed.ca 
http://peterboroughed.ca/sectors/water/%20
http://peterboroughed.ca/sectors/water/%20
http://peterboroughed.ca/sectors/water/%20
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