
DECEMBER 5  Gentle Men!
Reading: Numbers 12:1-16

“Let your gentleness be known to all men;
the Lord is near” (Phil 4:5)

Gentleness or meekness and patience have often made a couplet
in the Scriptures (Col 3:12; 1 Tim 6:11). Among the word pictures for
“gentleness” in the Bible, two are prominent: One is that of a shepherd
“gently leading the mother sheep with their young” (Isa 40:11c); the
other is that of a mother “gently feeding and caring for her own
children” (1 Thess 2:7b). When we decide to follow Jesus, He enrolls
us in the School of Gentleness. He does not teach us from textbooks.
As a role model He stands before us beckoning us, “Learn from Me,
because I am humble and gentle” (Mt 11:29).

Isaac exemplified in gentleness in his patience with those who
quarrelled with him over the wells (Gen 26:15-22). He kept yielding
until there was no more quarrel. Gentleness does not fight for rights.
Later Jesus taught, “If anyone takes away your shirt, give him your
coat, too!” (Mt 5:40).

Without a spirit of gentleness we cannot be patient with the faults
of others. Apostle Paul admonished the Galatian Christians, “Dear
brothers and sisters, if another Christian is overcome by some sin,
you who are godly should gently and humbly help that person back
onto the right path” (Gal 6:1). David had to pay heavily for his sin
(Prov 6:29), but God’s generosity to him is seen in the choice of
Bathsheba, among the wives of David, to be Solomon’s mother (2 Sam
12:24), eventhough centuries later Matthew wanted to still call her
as Uriah’s wife (Mt 1:6). Jesus does not break a bruised reed or quench
a smoking flax (Mt 12:20).

Gentleness is indispensable to those in leadership responsibilities.
The temptation to crush the opposers with authority and
power will always be there. Moses was a great leader.
Matthew Henry (1662-1714) comments, “When God’s
honour was affected, as in the case of the golden calf,
Moses acted as a lion. When his own honour was touched,
as in the matter of Aaron and Miriam backbiting him, he
was mild as a lamb” (Num 12:3).

Friend of sinners! Lord of Glory! Lowly, Mighty, Brother, King!
Musing o’er Thy wondrous story; grateful we Thy praises sing!
Friend to help us, cheer us, save us, in whom power and pity blend—
Praise we must the grace which gave us Jesus Christ, the sinner’s friend!

(Rev. Newman Hall)
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PRAYERDECEMBER 5 Subject: Patience
Reading: Num 12:1-16 Memorising: Phil 4:5
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Almighty God, we worship You for Your gentleness and graciousness. We
are what we are because of Your grace. It is Your gentleness which has made us
great. If You had not forgiven our failures, we would have been condemned.
It’s beyond our understanding how an all-holy God loves us wretched sinners.
It’s beyond our understanding how an almighty God is patient with us Your
enemies. We worship You with bowed heads and folded hands!

Father God, we thank You for Jesus whom You have set before us as the
perfect pattern for gentleness. Like a gentle Shepherd He leads us. He does not
quench us who are smoking wicks. He convicts us, does not condemn us.
Though He is the Son of the Highest, He is not authoritative. Though He is the
Lion of Judah, He carries our sin as a Lamb. Help us be soft like Him with our
associates. Help us be patient like Him with the ignorant. Help us be silent like
Him before our abusers. We pray that we never exit His School of Gentleness.

Dear Lord, we thank You for the Holy Spirit who adorns us with His fruits
of patience, kindness, goodness and gentleness. Though He is the Spirit of
Power and Might, He rests on us like a dove. Forgive us our rudeness in our
relationships. Let’s be known for being kind, courteous, gracious, pleasant and
polite. Help us spouses to be gentle in words and never turn bitter or rough.
Let’s avoid anything that disrupts unity. Flush out all arrogance from us. Help
us maintain our hearts soft and not let them become stony again.

Dear Lord, help us parents to be gentle with our children even while correcting
them. Let us never lose our temper. Help us teachers to be gentle with our
students especially with the less intelligent. Help us leaders to be gentle with
our staff and never threaten them. Help us Pastors to be gentle with our
congregational members even with the non-cooperative. Help us doctors to
be gentle with patients especially with the uneducated and over-anxious. Help
us Christians to be gentle with our neighbours even if they are irritable
characters. Help us landlords and businessmen to be gentle with the labourers
and never use abusive words. Help us mistresses to be gentle with the helpers.
Help us to be gentle with beggars. Let our gentleness be known to all men.

Father, adorn us with a gentle and quiet spirit. We decide today that we
would never hurt anyone by word or deed but heal the wounded and the
brokenhearted. Let there be no trace of intellectual arrogance, racial pride or
highmindedness due to riches. Make us like Jesus the gentle Shepherd. Amen!

(1 Cor 15:10;  Gen 17:1;  Isa 6:3;  Mt 3:16; 11:29; 12:18-21; 26:63;  Jn 10:4,11;
Lk 1:35;  Rev 5:5,9;  Gal 5:22,23;  Eph 6:1-9;  Phil 4:5;  1 Pet 3:4)


