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My Book House Plans 

How to Use these plans 
Thank you for downloading our self contained True, Good, and Beautiful Morning Time Plans. 

Our hope is that these plans will guide you as you do Morning Time with your family. While 

they can be followed to the letter, they are much better adapted to your family’s preferences 

and needs. Read from My Book House only, or choose to do some of the suggested 

companion activities as well. These are meant to be helpful, not stressful. 

While memory work is not explicitly scheduled in these plans, consider adding a piece or two 

per term from the readings. 

Companion Web Page 
For links to all the videos, resources, and tutorials in these plans, please visit the My Book 

House Resource Page. 

Truth, Goodness, and Beauty 
Most of us have heard these buzzwords floating around the homeschooling community in the 

past few years. But what do they really mean? How exactly do we bring truth, goodness, and 

beauty into our homeschool and into our children’s lives? 

In her book, Better Together, Pam Barnhill offers simple answers to these questions. The 

following is an excerpt. 

Truth: C.S. Lewis defines truth in The Abolition of Man as “…the doctrine of objective value, 

the belief that certain attitudes are really true and others are really false, to the kind of thing the 

universe is and the kind of things we are.”…Lewis lists multiple versions of the same truths from 

various religions and cultures to demonstrate that they are universal and absolute.  

As Christians, however it is easy for us to see exactly what truth is… God cannot deceive us - 

He is truth. So when we teach our children about God we teach them about truth. And when 

we teach them about universal truths, we are truly teaching them about God.  

Goodness: …the good tells us what the right thing to do in a given situation is. As a Christian 

people, we are guided by the Ten Commandments and the teachings of Jesus… Goodness is 
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My Book House Plans 

Needed Resources 
No extra resources are needed for these plans.  

Art Supplies 

• Acrylic paints in red, blue, and yellow 

• Paintbrushes  

• Art paper (thicker than printer paper) 

• Other art supplies of your choosing such as watercolors, markers, crayons, colored 

pencils 
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Week 1

Truth

Read: “Belling the Cat” from Aesop, James 1:22-24, and James 2:14. For a better 

understanding of the context of these verses read the first two chapters of James as 

time and understanding allows. 

Think About: How are the moral from “Belling the Cat” and the truths from James 

similar? What can you learn from the fable? What do you learn from James?  

Practice: Younger students, can you work together to make up another tale similar to 

“Belling the Cat” with different animals? Older students, discuss some real life “cats” 

and some real life “bells.” What are some real world problems that seem to have a 

very simple yet impossible solution? What makes the solution impossible? Is it ok to 

sometimes begin with an impossible solution? Do all problems in this life have a 

solution? Do they have partial solutions?

Goodness

Read: “The World” by Robert Louis Stevenson  

Look: Look at the Seven Natural Wonders of the World 

Practice: The world is full of things we can praise our Creator for. Make a list of 

wonderful things and post it somewhere you can reference it when you pray this 

week. You may choose to add to it throughout the week. (character traits: 

thankfulness, gratefulness, contentment)

Beauty 

Read: “What they Say” by Mary Maples Dodge pg. 87 

Listen: Do you notice some of the words in this poem make sounds? This is called 

onomatopoeia. Watch The Onomatopoeia Alphabet. Poets and authors use 

onomatopoeia in their writing to convey motion and sound in an active way to their 

readers. Where have you seen these words before? (poems, comic books, picture 

books, advertising)  
Practice: Younger students, how many onomatopoeia words can you think of? Can 

you make up a few? Older students, use onomatopoeia in a short piece of writing. 

Try a poem, an advertisement, or even a short comic strip. You may find this resource 

helpful. In the coming weeks, watch out for more onomatopoeias!

https://books.google.com/books?id=yYgXAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA84&source=gbs_toc_r&cad=4#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2&version=KJV
https://books.google.com/books?id=yYgXAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA1&source=gbs_toc_r&cad=4#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.iexplore.com/experiences/world-wonders/explore-the-seven-natural-wonders-of-the-world
https://books.google.com/books?id=yYgXAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA90&source=gbs_toc_r&cad=4#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://youtu.be/FBQCgjo1QTU
https://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples-of-onomatopoeia-for-kids.html
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Week 7

Truth

Read: “The Boyhood of Robert Fulton”  

Learn: As a young boy, Robert Fulton made fireworks from a description found in a 

book. What did he use to make the different colors? The effects you see when you 

watch fireworks are from chemical reactions. Watch The Chemistry of Fireworks.  

Practice: Instead of sulking because of the candle lighting ban, Fulton improvised 

and made fireworks. This plan ended up being more spectacular than the first! Have 

you ever been frustrated because you couldn’t do or have something? Next time, 

remember Robert Fulton and improvise; make something different and quite possibly 

better.  

Goodness

Read: “The Adventures of Alexander Selkirk” pg. 328  

Think About: What caused Alexander to get in trouble? How did he first act upon 

being left on the island? What made this change? Describe the change. Read 

Hebrews 12:7-11. How does this passage fit with the story? Can you think of other 

people who went through difficult circumstances and changed for the better?  

Practice: Alexander learned to be content on the island of his exile. If you had only a 

trunk of belongings, what would you put in it? Would it be enough to keep you 

content for four years? Why or why not? How can you practice being content this 

week? Try this exercise: Before asking for or buying anything this week, look around 

your house for an alternative. Can you find things that will fulfill your need instead of 

getting something new? (character traits: humility, contentment, ingenuity)

Beauty 

Read: “The Train” by C.H. Crandall 

Listen: Read this poem twice. On the first reading, just listen and enjoy. On the 

second reading, notice the pattern of the poem. Do you hear the short lines gradually 

getting longer towards the middle and then shorter again towards the end? What 

does it make you think of? Does it perhaps make you think of the sound of a train 

coming, passing in front of you, and then gradually fading into the distance? Picture 

yourself in the position of the writer. Imagine you are hearing and feeling the train as 

the poem is read again. What words catch your ear? What words make you “feel” and 

“hear” the train? 

Practice: This poem has a unique meter. Can you count the syllables in each line? Do 

you see a pattern? The poet also uses both simile and metaphor to describe the train 

and its movement. Find the similes and metaphor (like a drove of cattle, the cyclops 

of the train, like a piano string). Choose a different form of transportation and write a 

simile and metaphor to describe it and its movement. 

https://books.google.com/books?id=qokXAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA396&source=gbs_toc_r&cad=4#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://youtu.be/nPHegSulI_M
https://books.google.com/books?id=qokXAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA326&source=gbs_toc_r&cad=4#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+12&version=NKJV
https://books.google.com/books?id=qokXAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA123&source=gbs_toc_r&cad=3#v=onepage&q&f=false
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