
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Nov. 4 Daylight Savings Time Ends 
 

  All-Saints Sunday 
 

  New Music Ensemble, “Our  

 National Parks” C.A.S. Concert 

 

Nov. 4, 11 & 18 

 New Members/Inquirers Classes 

 

Nov. 10 Church Grounds Fall Clean Up 

 

Nov. 18 Congregational Meeting 

 

Nov. 10 Church Grounds Clean Up 

 

Nov. 25 Angel Tree Sunday 

 

Dec. 2 Deck the Halls Celebration/Chili 

 & Mac & Cheese Dinner 

 

Dec. 4 Presbytery Meeting at FPC 

 

Dec. 5 Advent Midweek Meditation 

 

Dec. 7 Blood Drive 

 

Dec. 9 PW Bake Sale & Bazaar 
 

  Service of Light and Hope, 5 pm 

 

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Services: 

 5pm Children’s Impromptu 

  Christmas Pageant 

 7pm Contemporary Service of 

  Lessons and Carols 

 10pm Traditional Service of 

  Lessons and Carols 

Upcoming Events 
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Put on your work gloves,  
grab a rake and come out and help us  
clean up the church yard for winter! 

 
 

Saturday Morning 
November 10 

9:00 a.m. 
 

If you aren’t able to come on Saturday, come anytime during the 
week before or after when it’s convenient for you. Rake leaves, 

cut back shrubs, the choice is yours (a “to-do” list is in the office 
if you need ideas). A dumpster will be on site both weeks.  

Call to Generosity 
Campaign 2019 

 
 
 
 $1,000,000 

57% 

Goal 

As of October 31, 2018, we have 

reached 57% of our 2019 goal.  
 

If you are one of the 179 households 

who have already pledged, Thank You! 

If you have not turned in a pledge, it’s 

never too late! Pledge cards are located 

in the office or you may pledge online at 

fpgh.org. 

$ 565,712 
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Prayer Concerns:  

Tom Braak, Betty Jo Enell,  

June & Roy Lindberg, Sue Roper,  

and Evelyn Wood 

 

Our Sympathy: 

 to Jan Mayhew and family on the 

death of her father, Gordon Lucasse, 

on October 6, 2018.  
 

 to Carroll and Dorothy Bennink on 

the death of their sister-in-law, Donna 

Bennink, on October 12, 2018. 
 

 to Robin and Bob Eidson and family 

on the death of Robin’s mother, Marie 

Pfeiffer, on October 29, 2018 

  
Thank you: 

“I appreciate so much all of you who 

sent cards and flowers, and those who 

visited me and brought food, but most 

of all for those who prayed for my 

recovery. I’m working hard on my 

exercises to get back to where I was 

before I fell. Thank you so much.” 

- Dar Hollis 
  

“Thank you to those who donated to 

the local 44th CROP Hunger Walk.  
 

Approximately $17,000 was raised, 

of which 25% will go to local food 

pantries. A big shout out to the 13 

walkers from First Presbyterian who 

joined with the Tri-Cities community 

in prayerful remembering of those 

who need “veggies, eggs, and a side 

of hope.” 

- Carole DeYoung 

 

“Many thanks and much appreciation 

for all of the heartfelt prayers and 

delicious meals you supported us 

with during our unusual injury-ridden 

summer. You will never know how 

much your caring means to us, espe-

cially since we had just joined the 

church a couple of months earlier! 
 

Thank you and bless you! 
 

 - Tom and Moni Franks 

In Our Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every month, we publish birthdays  
of our members and friends who are 
no longer able to come to church 
regularly. Bless their special day with 
a card from their church family! 

 
 

Nov. 5 Evelyn Wood 
Simmaron 
15255 Clovernook, Rm.10 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

Nov. 18 Dee Scholtz 
1410 S. Ferry, Rm. J-4 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

Nov. 20 Mary Creason 
824 Lake 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

Nov. 23 Jerry Lamb 
Freedom Village 

 145 Columbia St. #254 
Holland, MI 49423 
 

Each month, the Mission Committee 
collects non-perishable food and 
household goods for different local 
food pantries.  
 

This month’s donations will go to 
The People Center in Spring Lake. 
Special requests are for peanut 
butter, jelly, pancake mix, syrup, 
hot or cold cereal, and toilet paper. 
 

Please bring any 
donations to the 
designated spot in the 
Gathering Area.  
Thank you!  
(please note we cannot accept 
expired food).  

 

How Do I… 
 

Volunteer to sponsor chancel 
flowers for Sunday? 

 Contact Sue Ochs: 
 231– 780-3717or 
 s2123@aol.com 
 

Volunteer to help with funeral 
luncheons?  
Contact Karen Nienhouse: 
616-842-6760 or 
knienhouse@fpgh.org 

 

Volunteer to work at quarterly 
blood drives? 
Contact Melissa VerHage: 
586-206-0241 or  
mdarlingtoad@sbcglobal.net 

Presbytery Meeting Volunteers Needed 
 

On December 4, First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven will have the  
privilege of hosting the regional Presbytery meeting in our facility. In order  
to provide exceptional hospitality, we need volunteers for the following areas: 
 

Ushers 

Greeters 

Parking lot attendants 

Van driver 
 

If you are able to help, please contact Marge Coffey at 616-842-7686 or  
macoffey45@gmail.com 

November 
Food Collection  

Registration 

Cookie bakers 

Lunch servers 

Happy th 

Birthday! 

to Evelyn Wood 
On Monday, November 5 

 
Be sure to help Evelyn celebrate her 
special day by sending her a note or 

a card (at the address below)! 
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W ell, October was a full month, 
wasn’t it? We set out to accomplish at 
least 1,000 hours of mission, and we 
went way beyond our goal. Our 
APNC has been meeting and 
launched our Ministry Information 
Form into the world. They’re  
beginning to see who is out there and 
looking to be our next associate  
pastor. We have launched our 2019 
Generosity Campaign, called “Rooted 
and Growing,” and the early responses 
to it have been encouraging. We also 
hosted Kevin Ford, the Chief Visioning 
Officer of TAG Consulting. He came 
to work with the congregation, the 
staff, the Session, and the APNC, 
both in getting ready to find the right 
associate pastor and to work on our 
vision for the future.  
 
Late this summer, a sizable percentage 
of the congregation participated in the 
Transforming Church Insight Survey. 
This was the same survey our church 
took a couple of years ago. Our results 
in 2015 presented the challenge ahead 
of us. At that time we scored in the 
19th percentile of all the churches that 
had taken the survey. The conflict  
and lack of trust in the church was 

apparent. Through the interim time 
and the beginning of my ministry 
here, we have labored at building 
trust, making space for healing, and 
pointing the church towards a brighter 
future. Our results from this same 
survey taken less than three years lat-
er were remarkable. We moved from 
the 19th percentile to the 86th! Kevin 
told us that he has never seen such a 
large improvement in such a short 
time in all his years. This news was 
incredibly positive, and it reminds us 
of our strengths and also reveals to us 
ways we can be a stronger church for 
all. We will keep working towards the 
top percentile!  
 
At the Session retreat we worked on 
our core values. Those are still a  
work in progress, but they are coming 
into focus quickly. Once we have 
those clearly stated, we will work  
towards the future vision of the 
church. We are learning who we are, 
and that will inform who we believe 
God is calling us to be in the years to 
come. It’s an exciting time for the 
ministry of First Pres! 
 
In worship this month, I’ll be taking 
three weeks to preach and teach on 

lay leadership. As Presbyterians,  
we ordain people to be elders and 
deacons. We are a church that is led 
by the people in the pews. We’ll be 
talking about what elders are and 
what they do. We’ll do the same for 
deacons. And then we’ll take a week 
to talk about what the presbytery is, 
how we’re a part of it, and what our 
role is within this larger system. All 
of that will lead to us hosting the  
stated meeting of the presbytery on 
the first Tuesday of December. I can’t 
wait for our fellow Presbyterians to 
see what a wonderful church we have.  
 
Finally, thank you to all who have 
responded with generosity to our 
2019 campaign. If you haven’t turned 
in your pledge yet, there’s still time! 
We are stronger together, so I hope 
you’ll join us in supporting the  
ministry through your finances, your 
prayers, your time, and your talents. 
God has blessed us to be a blessing. 
Thanks for being a blessing to me! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Troy  

From Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

From the Session of FPC 

News From the October 2018 Session Meeting 
 

Stay in the loop about the actions of your Session! Following is a synopsis of the main points of the last Session meeting. 
If you would like more detail, the Session minutes are posted on our website at www.fpgh.org 
 

Highlights: 
 Approved the Ministry Information Form for our Associate Pastor search 
 Had a first read of the 2019 budget 
 Approved funding for the 2019 All-Church Retreat at Gull Lake 

 Approved a social media policy for staff 
 Set summer worship times for 2019, following the model we used this year 
 Called a congregational meeting for Sunday, November 18, 2018, for the purpose of electing officers 
 

It is our joy to serve Christ as the Session of First Presbyterian Church. Keep us in your prayers. 
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In Our Church/Outreach 

Tidings article deadline for December issue: November 19, 2018 
Submittals, suggestions or comments: sbryant@fpgh.org or staff@fpgh.org 

FPC editorial staff reserves the right to accept or decline, edit for length and content all submitted material. 

A Celebration of Mission and Giving 

During the month of October, the  
cornerstone of our fall season was  
service to community, sharing God’s 
love through helping others. We got 
out into the community in numbers 
and racked up over 1,650 (reported) 
hours, crushing our goal of 1,000 
hours! Way to go! 
 

Some of you worked at the blood 
drive, some visited the sick or elderly,   
many of you worked at the ReImagi-
nation Station, and one even taught a 

girls coding class at Hackley Library. 
We hope you enjoyed serving and 
encourage you to continue living as 
Christ’s hands to serve.  
 

In December, our church is hosting 
the Lake Michigan Presbytery meet-
ing, and many volunteers are needed 
to make this a success (see page 2 for 
details). Maddie Lambert, our youth 
director, is looking for people to help 
out in a variety of ways with the 
youth group (see page 7 for details). 

The church is always looking for ush-
ers, greeters, cookie bakers, people to 
help at blood drives, funeral luncheons, 
and to drive people to doctors  
appointments. If you are interested in 
volunteering in any of those capaci-
ties, please contact the church office 
(842-6760, or knienhouse@fpgh.org).  
 

Many of you responded to our request 
for photos of yourselves serving—
and are happy to share some of them 
below for your viewing pleasure! 
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In Our Church 

Report from the APNC 

The APNC has been meeting weekly, and has  
begun reviewing the first batch of candidates who 
have applied for the Associate Pastor position in  
response to our posted Ministry Information Form 
(MIF). If all goes well, we will be making plans for 
our first interviews before the end of the year.  
Plans are also in the works for networking with  
seminaries, presbyteries, and churches to seek out  
the best candidates. 
 

Please continue to pray for our work - that God 
would send us the right person at the right time! 

Members of the APNC: 
 

Kim Beber, Barb Butterworth, Meghan Heritage, 
Keith Konarska, Ron Mass, Mark McCloskey,  
and Maddy Olson 

First Presbyterian Church Marriage Retreat 
 

We are so excited to offer a retreat focused on building strong relationships based on 
John Gottman’s Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work.  People travel all over 
the country for these seminars and we get to offer one right here in Grand Haven! 

 

The Seven Principles Workshop for couples is a two-day marriage workshop based on 
the internationally acclaimed research of Dr. John Gottman. This educational work-
shop has strengthened the relationships of tens of thousands of couples. It's specifically  
designed to help couples improve their friendship and learn powerful communication 
and conflict management skills. We are offering this workshop in a beautiful retreat setting.  

  

When: February 22-24th 2019 
Where: Maranatha Conference Center, Norton Shores 

Cost/registration: see below 
 

The retreat will provide a safe space for couples to explore new concepts for enhancing their relationships. The program 
includes lectures and private couple exercises. Participants will not be required to share their personal problems in 
front of others. 
 

About our Facilitator: Kristin Kuiper, MSW, LMSW 
Kristin is West Michigan's only Certified Gottman Method Couples Therapist. She has completed this training at  
The Gottman Relationship Institute in Seattle, Washington. With over fifteen years of experience in clinical social 
work settings, Kristin now works exclusively with individuals and couples in her private practice serving the greater 
Grand Rapids, Michigan area. 
 

Fees & Registration: 

 Space is limited to 20 couples 

 Early Registration (before Jan 15)  $130 per couple 

 After Jan 15th – $170 per couple 
 

 Registration ends Feb 15th 

 Register Online or pick up a registration from in  
 the church office 

 Questions email jillv@fpgh.org 

Ferry Legacy Society 
As we move forward to formally recognize those who have 
First Presbyterian Church in their wills or estate plans, we 
are also looking for the names of those who have previously 
included the church in their plans. 

If you have a family member who you know has, in the 
past, left the church money in their wills or estates, please 
let us know so we can complete our records and give proper 
recognition to their faithful support of the church through 
legacy giving. 

Contact:  
Kelli Jullie: 616-842-6760 or kjullie@fpgh.org 
or 
Sue VandenBosch, 616-607-7095 or s.vandenbosch@att.net 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, November 18, 2018 
for the purpose of electing a new class  

of Elders and Deacons 

http://www.gottman.com/
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Community Artist & Speaker Series 
of First Presbyterian Church  

 

New Music Ensemble 
Sunday, November 4, 4:00 p.m. 
 

The New Music Ensemble of Grand Valley State 

University promotes new and adventurous music of 

our time in an amazing multi-media presentation. 
 

Through the National Endowment for the Arts, the 

ensemble commissioned five composers to write 

original works inspired by the national parks.  

During the summer of 2018, the students traveled  

to the parks and presented the compositions through interactive and education-

al performances. Come and experience these works in a multi-media presenta-

tion inspired by the great American landscape.  
 

The next C.A.S. event is the “Wreath of Carols” concert by the Muskegon 

Chamber Choir on December 16 at 4:00 p.m.  
 

All of the Community Artist events are free and open to the public. 

Helping Victims Become Survivors 
 

We kicked off the 2018/2019 Community Artist and Speaker Series in  
September with an informative focus on human trafficking. There’s no question 
that human trafficking occurs in West Michigan. In fact, the Michigan State 
Police have reported that they’ve seen a “significant increase.” 
 

So, what can we do?  As Dr. Joy Washburn, one of our panelists, said, we can 
pray that those who are victims can become survivors, we can pray for those 
people and organizations that offer help to victims, and we can be active in  
raising awareness of this social injustice. Carmen Kucinich, the FBI Victim 
Specialist who spoke at our event, also said that women are often in need of 
professional clothing – apparel that would be suitable to wear for job interviews.  
  

From November 4—18, we will be collecting professional women’s clothing  
to donate to Women in Transition in Holland to aid victims of trafficking and 
domestic abuse. Clothing that would be good wearing to job interviews (like 
blazers, suits/pantsuits, and tailored skirts) should be brought in on hangers and 
hung on the coat rack near the chapel. 
 

To learn more about human trafficking, the Kent County Human Trafficking 
Task Force recommends the following videos: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qpr0GtTGJLg  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvnRYte3PAk  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-7KqdhLaZP8  
https://vimeo.com/247366992 
 

To report suspicious activities, call:  
State of MI Human Trafficking Hotline   1-855-444-3911 
National Human Trafficking Hotline       1-888-373-7888 
 

Angel Tree Sunday 

November 25 
 

Be sure to stop by the tree in the 
lounge and pick up your “angel” 
requests! We have names of children 
from the Prison Fellowship program 
and the local Salvation Army for 
whom you may buy Christmas gifts.  
 

If you are going to be gone on Angel 
Tree Sunday you may 
call Anne at 842-9547 
to have an “angel” 
saved for you.  
 

...whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me.  

Matthew 25:40 

Deck the Halls 
Celebration!  

December 2 
 

Join us on Sunday, December 2, for 
an all-church celebration to prepare 
First Presbyterian Church for the 
Season of Advent!   

 

Members and 
friends of all ages 
are welcome to our 
“Deck the Halls” 
celebration, which 
will begin in the 
lounge at 4:00 p.m. We will decorate 
trees, hang Christmas greens, and 
make advent wreaths and crafts to 
take home. Following the decorating, 
we will gather for dinner in 
Fellowship Hall. Mac & cheese will 

be provided, and 
participants are 
asked to bring a pot 
of chili or their 
favorite salad. 

 

Bring your families and friends to 
share in this event which will fill 
your soul with laughter and the spirit 
of the season!  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qpr0GtTGJLg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvnRYte3PAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-7KqdhLaZP8
https://vimeo.com/247366992


Adult Education/Outreach 
PAGE 8 VOLUME 65, ISSUE 11 

Staff and Leadership: 

Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Jill VanderWal, Interim Associate Pastor 

Rob Andersen, Worship Assistant 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts 

Sally Bryant, Communications Coordinator 

Laura Burns, Children’s Ministries Director 

Dan Coulier, Maintenance Director 

Marc Felt, Gathering Band Leader 

Rob Hlebinsky, Organist 

Kelli Jullie, Church Administrator 

Maddie Lambert, Youth & Young Adult Ministries Director 

Karen Nienhouse, Membership Services 

Christina Ramones, Assistant to the Administrator 

Mark Sanchez, Church Host 

Sally Segers, Joyful Noise Director 

 

First Presbyterian Church  

of Grand Haven 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 

Grand Haven, MI  49417 
 

Phone: 616.842.6760 

Fax: 616.842.5979 
 

www.fpgh.org  •  staff@fpgh.org 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Services: 

8:45 a.m. (traditional) 

& 11:00 a.m. (contemporary) 

We’re Growing!  
(we need your help!) 

 

God is good and faithful. Our youth group attendance has increased this fall and on  
average we are serving over 40 students during our Sunday evening program and  
throughout the week. We love to see so much participation, but to keep it growing, 
we need more volunteers! This is a great opportunity for adults of all ages (including  
college students) to serve!  
 

Volunteer Opportunities Include: 
 

Sunday Night Group Leaders    

Participate in whole group activities 

Lead a small group using pre-planned discussion topics or an activity of the student leader’s choice 

 

Sunday Night “Floaters” 

We have an influx of students who require one-on-one intervention and time with an adult. As of now, we  
 do not have the adult presence to best meet this need. “Floaters” would assist with these students as necessary. 
 

Sunday Night Cooks 

Sign up to prepare and share a meal with youth and leaders. We’ve been so blessed in this way by many of 
 you already! 
 

Sunday Night Clean Up Crew 

Clean up crew will help with wiping down tables and washing and putting away dishes from dinner. 
 

Trip Leaders- attend one of our many retreats or mission trips with a group of students! 2019 trip dates include: 

Jan. 25-75: 5-8th Grade Retreat to Camp Geneva 

Feb. 15-17: 9-12th Grade Retreat to Grace Adventures 

 June 10-14: 9-12th Grade retreat to Intervarsity Cedar Campus 

 July 14-20: 6-12th Grade Mission Trip to St. Louis 
 

The youth and I have been so blessed by our current team of volunteers. We would love for you to join us in serving  
and encouraging our youth as they grow in their faith and learn to be disciples. 
 

Please contact Maddie Lambert for more details: mlambert@fpgh.org or 616-842-6760. 
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Third Grade  

Bible Sunday 
 

This year Children’s Ministries started 

a new tradition: Family Lunch on  

Bible Sunday. The day the third grade 

students received their Bibles we 

hosted a family lunch, full of sharing, 

feasting, learning and laughs. Parents 

brought their childhood and family 

Bibles and we had a time to share 

them with the group. Marge Coffey 

made Bible bags to help the kids 

transport their Bibles from home to 

church. Together we began to learn 

how to look up Scripture in our  

Bibles. It was a wonderful time of 

fellowship and connection. Thank 

you to all the volunteers who made 

this Family Bible Lunch special!  

 

Enjoy some photos of this special day 

taken by Bryan Bosch (thanks Bryan!). 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 
 

Sunday Worship Hours: 
8:45 Traditional Service 
10:30 Contemporary Service 
 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship,  

listen to the service podcast on our website (www.fpgh.org)  
or watch the service livestreamed on our  
facebook page: First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven 

 

November 2018 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No 132 

Grand Haven, MI 49417 

deliver to: (or current resident) 

 

Christmas Flower Dedications 
 

Your flower dedication contributions make it possible to decorate the Sanctuary, 
Gathering Area and Lounge with the beautiful flowers and greenery of Christmas.     
 

Anyone wishing to make a dedication to be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin may 
do so by completing the form below and returning it by Sunday, December 16, to the 
church office or by dropping it in the Sunday offering plate. 
 

Please print the name of each person you wish to honor, along with your name and telephone number.   
Feel free to use additional forms as necessary.  Suggested donation: $12/per dedication. 
  
 DEDICATION 1.  Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
 NAME:  
 
 DEDICATION 2.  Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
 NAME:  
 
 GIVEN BY:   
 
 PHONE/EMAIL:  

 
Make check payable to: First Presbyterian Church, with memo notation:  “Christmas dedication” 


