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Dear Parishioners and Friends 

It is ‘Spy Wednesday’ as I write this – the middle of what has been a very unusual Holy Week 

for us all.  Tomorrow we begin the great ‘Three Days’ of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and 

Holy Saturday leading up to the joyous Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord – Easter! It will 

be strange indeed not to be celebrating these keys days of our faith without you being 

present in person.  

Fr Allan, Fr Larry and I will be remembering you in prayer – please try to do the same for us 

and your fellow parishioners so that we at least are united in spirit! 

We priests have been taking it in turns to celebrate Mass in the empty church for your 

intentions. I think of you and imagine you sitting in the benches and all the comings and 

goings which sometimes I find a bit of a distraction!  I long to be distracted once more by 

your presence!  Please God that will happen sooner rather than later! 

Pope Francis set the scene for these important days when he said the following at the 

General Audience in the Vatican this morning. He has a wonderful way of choosing just the 

right words to say:  

Dear Brothers and Sisters: At this time of anxiety and suffering caused by the 

current pandemic, we all face uncertainty and may ask where God is to be 

found in this situation. During these days of Holy Week, we can find solace in 

the account of the Passion of Jesus. Our Lord also faced questions, with many 

wondering whether he really was the promised Messiah. It was only after his 

death that a centurion confirmed that Jesus truly was the Son of God. He did 

this after seeing Christ suffer silently on the cross, which teaches us that God’s 

power is revealed in humble and self-sacrificial love. We, like the disciples, 

may have preferred the Lord to manifest his strength by resolving our 

problems according to our own measure of what is right. Yet the death and 

resurrection of Jesus show that while earthly power passes away, only love 

endures forever. Dear brothers and sisters let us draw courage from our 

crucified and risen Lord, who embraces our fragility, heals our sins, and draws 

us close to him, transforming our doubts into faith and our fears into hope. 

Amen! 

Cardinal Vincent will be celebrating the Holy Week ceremonies in Westminster Cathedral 

and they will be livestreamed together with Easter Sunday Mass.  Why not try and join these  
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celebrations via: www.westminstercathedral.org.uk  A number of other parishes also 

livestream Mass – you can find details on the Diocesan website: www.rcdow.org.uk  

Let’s keep each other in prayer and remember especially those who are suffering with the 

effects of Covid-19 both near and far. We also remember those who have died and their 

grieving families. Of course, we must continue to pray daily for our wonderful NHS workers 

at the frontline. 

I hope to see you soon – but in the meantime send my love and prayers and those of Fr Allan 

and Fr Larry. 

Stay safe and well 

May God bless us all! 

 

Fr. Séamus 

Parish Priest 
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